
Miss Oregon 
aims high

Sophia Takla heads to 
Miss America competition

— See LIVING HERE, Page B4

Hoops season 
heats up

Forest Grove teams 
hit the courts

— See SPORTS, Page A12
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By DILLON MULLAN
Pamplin Media Group

The Forest Grove School 
District is interviewing ar-
chitects to design a new 
building for Cornelius Ele-
mentary School.

Superintendent David Park-
er told the school board Mon-
day, Nov. 28, the district plans 
to start by the summer a host 
of projects made possible by 
the $121.9 million bond mea-
sure voters approved last 
month.

“Safety and security are 
things we will start to take care 
of really quickly. We’ve got a 
lot of deferred maintenance,” 
Parker said. “We’re still in this 
phase for next four-five months 
of planning and developing.”

After months of planning, in-
cluding forming a committee 
for public input, Parker said 
the new Cornelius Elementary 
building is expected to break 
ground “next winter.” Con-
struction will take place along-
side the current facility, so 
class can continue until stu-
dents can switch over the new 
building, hopefully in time for 
the 2025-26 school year.

District sets out 
conceptual timeframe 
for major and  
minor work

Bond 
passage 
energizes 
Forest 
Grove 
schools

By TROY SHINN
Pamplin Media Group

Washington County commis-
sioners will represent redrawn 
districts before the end of this 
year, after the county board ap-
proved a new map this week. 

The redistricting, officially called 
reapportionment, was triggered by 
the results of the 2020 U.S. Census, 
which showed an uneven number of 
residents living in each of the four 
commissioners’ districts. 

District 2, represented by Pam 
Treece, had grown by the most out of 
any district since the 2010 Census and 
had about 109% of the population of 
District 4 — the least populous dis-
trict but the largest in size, represent-

ed by Jerry Willey and covering 
much of western Washington Coun-
ty.

The county charter requires that 
no district can have more than 105% 
of the population of the least popu-
lous district. 

Five proposals for how to correct 
the imbalance were brought before 
the county commissioners and 
weighed in on by the public. 

Commissioners chose the fifth and 
final proposal, after some amend-
ments, holding its final public hear-
ing on the ordinance on Tuesday, 
Nov. 29. 

Commissioners unanimously ad-
opted the ordinance establishing the 
new boundaries on a 4-0 vote. Willey 
was absent from the meeting. 

Now, District 4, which encompass-
es all of western Washington County, 
including most of Hillsboro, will have 

County approves redrawn 
commissioner districts
Population shifts prompt 
changes to map

See DISTRICTS / Page A4

By DILLON MULLAN
Pamplin Media Group

A storage facility outside For-
est Grove High School has been 
successfully converted into a food 
pantry, as the school community 
helps fight some of the hunger 
and food insecurity gripping com-
munities across Oregon this holi-
day season.

On Monday mornings, the high 
school receives five pallets of meat, 
dairy, dry goods and produce from 
the Oregon Food Bank.

“Different clubs and teams nor-
mally take control each Monday. Re-
cently, we had girls lacrosse and the 

AVID club. Different school groups 
take turns organizing and distribut-
ing everything,” assistant principal 
Brian Burke said.

Burke added, “It’s cool how the 
kids have stepped in and taken care 
of stuff. I’m always amazed at how 
kind our students are.”

The Forest Grove High School 
food pantry is open on a first-come, 
first-serve basis Monday afternoons 
from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. It’s been open 
since 2019, just months before the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Burke said the pantry reaches 60 
to 80 families, or between 200 and 300 
people, each week. School families 
are among those served, but they’re 
not the only clients, Burke noted.

“I think we’re getting quite a bit of 
demand from the community. I 
would say a lot of senior citizens 
who have been coming in have a 

fixed income and are dealing with 
high prices and inflation,” Burke 
said.

Coping with high inflation and fol-
lowing the end of the child tax credit, 

Forest Grove High food pantry 
open to the community
Facility serves school 
families, others in need
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The food pantry at Forest Grove High 
School reaches 60 to 80 families each 
week from around the community.

W
ith tax incentives, in-
cluding a five-year prop-
erty tax freeze for those 
that locate here, indus-

trial developments seem to be 
flocking to Hillsboro. 

Data center companies op-
erating in Hillsboro are al-
ready securing more land to 
expand their facilities, even 
as massive developments in 
North Hillsboro remain in the 
works. 

One of those taking advantage is 
QTS, a company that opened its first 
datacenter in Hillsboro in 2020. 

It is currently constructing its sec-
ond datacenter in North Hillsboro. 
The site, located right next door to the 
current QTS facility at 4951 N.E. Huff-
man St., is one of the biggest develop-

ments going on in town right now. 
And while other datacenters have 

announced plans for citywide expan-
sion, QTS seeks to develop at least 

five other datacenters. 
It’s already got more land in 

Hillsboro to build on. 
The Hillsboro City Council 

on Nov. 15, approved the first 
reading of an ordinance that 

would allow the annexation of 
50 acres of land from the Hills-

boro Technology Park — a subsection 
of the North Hillsboro Industrial Re-
newal Area — to QTS, which is 
planned for a future datacenter cam-
pus. 

That land has been secured even 
while the company’s latest develop-
ment on Northeast Huffman Street is 
still being completed. 

Company expansion

The 50-acre annexation encompass-
es 11 parcels along Northeast Pubols 
and Schaaf streets, though they will 
get new addresses once the annexa-
tion and development are finalized. 

The land is being annexed into Hill-
sboro to get connected to the city’s 
water, sewer and stormwater sys-
tems. A zone change, from “industrial 
sanctuary” unincorporated lands and 
into the city’s formal industrial zone, 
was also part of the approval. 

“The annexation would formally 
bring those properties into the city 
limits, allowing them to be connected 
to city infrastructure,” said Hillsboro’s 
economic and community develop-
ment spokesperson, Lauren Scott. 
“The zone changes are zoning desig-

nations for those proposed annexed 
properties.”

QTS has already announced that fu-
ture expansions are on the way. 

“Future development plans call for 
the construction of a total of five mega 
datacenters aggregating more than 1 
million square feet of leasable data 
center capacity and more than 250 
megawatts of gross power capacity,” 
said a 2020 announcement from the 
company. 

And QTS is just one of many data-
center companies operating in Hills-
boro. Just about all of them have plans 
to expand. 

Stack Infrastructure, which opened 
a new facility in Hillsboro at the begin-
ning of this year, has also announced 

■ Datacenters are big business for city, trend likely to continue
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Stack Infrastructure, located on 
Northeast Starr Boulevard in 
Hillsboro, is adding on to its 
datacenter campus. It’s just one 
of many such datacenter firms 
expanding as Hillsboro sets 
aside more and more land for 
industrial development. 
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