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By RAY PITZ

Pamplin Media Group

For would-be shop-
lifters hoping to make a 
haul at Tigard’s big-box 
stores (including a trip 
to Washington Square 
mall), members of Tigard’s 
Commercial Crimes Unit 
have a short message: Don’t 
bother coming.

That’s because the spe-
cialized unit, in addition to 
investigating business burglar-
ies, robberies, counterfeiting 
and more, works diligently on 
crimes such as shoplifting and 
organized retail theft.

Gabe Stone, one of the 
three detectives who comprise 
what’s popularly known as the 
CCU, said he’s happy to let 
shoplifters know that Tigard 
has an active anti-shoplifting 
force.

“More than anything, I love 
letting (shoplifters) know, ‘Do 
not come here,’” he said.

In addition to Stone, other 
members of the CCU — which 
was founded in 2008 and is 
unique in that it’s funded by 
business license fees — includes 
Sgt. Luis Rivera, Detective 
Kaci Mace and Detective Nyla 
Poulson.

At the moment, the most 
common reason for shoplift-
ing is to feed drug or fentanyl 
addiction, according to Stone.

In Oregon, that often means 
addiction to fake M30s, made 
to look like the pharmaceutical 
painkiller oxycodone but con-
taining fentanyl, a synthetic 
painkiller similar to morphine 
but much more deadly.

The detective said he’s 
often shocked when making a 

Tigard police unit 
targets shoplifters, 
retail crime

By MARK MILLER

Pamplin Media Group

A
fter a bizarre start to 
the 2020s, in some 
ways, 2022 felt like 
a year of things 

getting back to normal.
But what’s 

normal 
anymore? 
Washington 
County res-
idents dealt 
with eye-pop-
ping gas prices 
this year, 
another fright-
ening wildfire 
season — one 
that thank-
fully didn’t 
result in any 
major fires in 
the Portland area this time 
— and a fitful transition from 
COVID-19 being a full-blown 
pandemic to being a public 
health problem that will likely 
persist indefinitely.

Some stories in 2022 were 
ones that no one saw coming.

The legacy of one of 
Beaverton’s most prominent 
residents was destroyed by a 
devastating federal court case 
in 2022. The legacy of another 
former resident may have been 
— posthumously — redeemed.

Other top stories seemed to 
be years in the making, includ-
ing a historic election in Tigard 
and the triumphant return of 
the West Coast Giant Pumpkin 
Regatta, one of Washington 
County’s biggest annual events.

Like every year — albeit 
more so than most, perhaps — 
2022 definitely had its ups and 
downs. Here are the stories 
we’ll remember most from this 
year of change.

The year that wasThe year that was

SEE OUR 
COVERAGE

In this special 
issue, we’re 
looking back 
at some of the 
biggest stories 
of 2022 in 
Beaverton, 
Tigard, Tualatin 
and Sherwood. 
Check out 
our coverage 
on pages A2, 
A3, A4 and 
A5 inside this 
newspaper.

TOP: Members of 
Oregon Korean 
Performing Arts 
demonstrate the fan 
dance ahead of 
their return to the 
main stage at The 
Reser in late 
October.
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ABOVE: Emma 
Cowger, dressed as 
a scarecrow, 
paddles in the West 
Coast Giant 
Pumpkin Regatta on 
Oct. 16.
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LEFT: Oregon’s 
Democratic nominee 
for governor, Tina 
Kotek, speaks at a 
press conference in 
June outside 
Beaverton City Hall 
addressing gun 
violence prevention.
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LEFT: This spring 
on Southwest Hall 
Boulevard, Tigard 
Mayor Jason Snider 
led a tour of 
problem areas of 
the roadway near 
where a pedestrian 
was struck 
and killed.
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Thieves are bolder, more creative than 
cops have seen in past, detectives say
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Houses continue to be built along Southwest Scholls Ferry Road on the land 
where Lolich Farms was located.

By JIM REDDEN

Pamplin Media Group

Washington County is 
poised to accelerate its 
remarkable residential 
growth in coming years, 
over the objections 
of the majority of the 
Clackamas County Board of 
Commissioners.

Metro, the elected regional 

government, is expected to 
approve a land swap between 
the two counties on Feb. 2, 
2023. It would expand the 
urban growth boundary Metro 
administers by approximately 
350 acres in Tigard to allow 
construction to begin in River 
Terrace 2.0, the next phase of 
the River Terrace develop-
ment in the area of Southwest 
Scholls Ferry Road (Highway 
210) and Roy Rogers Road.

The Metro Council will also 
consider removing an equiv-
alent amount of land not yet 

Washington County 
cities take lead in 
expanding

Proposed ‘land 
swap’ shows gap in 
planning for growth

See POLICE / A10

See SWAP / A7
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Tigard Police Detective Gabe Stone, right, shows some of the tricks of the 
trade when it comes to shoplifting as Detective Kaci Mace looks on.

Ashley Williams stars in 

“Sister Swap: 

Christmas in the City” 

Sunday on Hallmark Channel.

'Sister Swap' movies make 

Ashley Williams and 

Kimberly Williams-Paisley 

first-time co-stars

PLAY
WATCH IT. EAT IT. DRINK IT. DO IT.

December 10 - 16, 2021

North Zone

Need help 

with Medicare? 
Call today.

Contact me to set up a personalized 

appointment. 

If you’d like to attend one of my live 

virtual webinars, please register at: 

ProvidenceHealthAssurance.com/

webinars

I’m your 

local 

Medicare 

expert.

Need help 

with Medicare? 

Janine Hawthorne 

503-927-0436

Janine.Hawthorne@providenc
e.org

1999 E Powell Blvd, Gresham, OR  97080 

503.479.4059 

UP TO 

WINTER UP! 

 $140 Rebate                     
When you use your 

Ford Service or Quick 
Lane Credit Card on 
your next purchase 
of four select tires! 

Finding what to watch 
just got easier!

Pamplin PLAY is our new weekly guide 

for what to watch and stream.

Look for Pamplin Play every week inside your newspaper.


