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Obituaries, 6A

Hobert Blair
Jeremy Butcher
Jearlean Donley
James Lyons
Rebecca Pack
David Puckett
Judy Ratliff
Ollie Southern
Odra Stambaugh
John VanHoose
Herbert Whitaker

JCSO: Two charged 
with meth trafficking
BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

Two individuals were 
arrested by the Johnson 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce on 
meth traffi cking charges 
on the evening of Jan. 10, 
after a traffi c stop on U.S. 
23.

According to the ci-
tation, the driver, Jona-
than Owens, 33, of Saly-
ersville, had previously 
been stopped by the same 
Johnson County Sheriff’s 
Deputy on Dec. 31 and was 
written a citation for traffi c 
charges including no reg-
istration or insurance and 
advised “not to be back in 

the vehicle.” 
When the deputy ob-

served the vehicle, he 
wrote in the citation, Ow-
ens was driving the vehi-
cle without it having been 
transferred and without 
insurance, and was not 
wearing a seatbelt. The ci-

tation said that the deputy 
then stopped the vehicle 
and Owens could not pro-
duce proof of insurance or 
a valid registration and ap-
peared to be showing clues 
of impairment. 

Jonathan Owens Breanna Strickland

See METH, Page 6A

Paintsville Tourism 
answers questions 
raised at recent 

meeting
BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

The Paintsville Tour-
ism Commission recently 
issued a statement answer-
ing questions raised during 
a recent commission meet-
ing.

During December’s 
regular meeting, Tourism 
Director Chesi Arnett said 
she was unable to identi-
fy an invoice which was 
a result of charges for a 
year-long, half-page adver-

tisement for the commis-
sion with the Kentucky 
Department of Travel and 
Tourism’s Visitor’s Guide, 
according to the statement. 

According to docu-
mentation provided to The 
Paintsville Herald by the 
commission,, the advertise-
ment was part of an ongoing 
contract with a company 
called Miles Partnership, a 
marketing fi rm based out 
of Lakewood, Colorado. 

See TOURISM, Page 3A

JCFC: Emergency Management seeking volunteers 
for warming centers

BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

The Johnson County Fiscal 
Court, like other area communi-
ties, is continuing to work to dig 
out from the effects of a weekend of 
snow and severe weather.

During the court’s special 
meeting on Jan. 10, offi cials an-
nounced Paintsville/Johnson Coun-
ty Emergency Management is seek-
ing volunteers for warming shelters 
to help those in the county without 

shelter and to respond to other 
needs.

Johnson County Judge-Exec-
utive Mark McKenzie addressed 
the court, giving an update on the 
warming shelter’s fi rst year of oper-
ation and what that entailed, after 
the warming shelter was created 
last year, but was not used due to 
the ice storm that necessitated the 
opening of a larger shelter for com-
munity residents. 

“I meant to mention the warm-
ing center in my announcements. 

As you know, we opened a warming 
center last winter, did not use it ... 
because we had the ice storm, so 
we actually ended up opening a full 
shelter because of that disaster,” 
McKenzie said. “We’re using the 
lower level of the former sheriff’s 
offi ce on Second Street as a warm-
ing center, and we’ve had that open 
for four or fi ve nights now, I guess, 
total. 

“We set some criteria for when 
it would open, as far as tempera-
tures and that type of thing, so we 

know, with the weather and the 
way it’s been, it’s obviously been a 
challenging time. So, for those that 
are unsheltered, we wanted to give 
them the opportunity to come in 
and get some temporary relief from 
the elements,” McKenzie contin-
ued, transitioning into explaining 
both the need for volunteers and 
the process by which interested 
parties can get involved. “As with 
everything, it takes volunteers, so 

See VOLUNTEERS, Page 3A

Storm drops several inches of snow on Johnson

Paintsville Herald photos by Waylon Whitson

On the evening of Jan. 6, Johnson County saw from seven inches to eight inches of snow accumulation, according to the National Weather Service, dropped on 
the county in a matter of hours, resulting in travel diffi culties with many roads impassable and many vehicles left along shoulders as they were not able to make 
their intended trips. According to statements from Paintsville/Johnson County Emergency Management, the Johnson County Sheriff’s Offi ce and several area fi re 
departments, roads were impassable for much of the weekend throughout the county, as temperatures dipped as low as nine degrees on Friday evening, Jan. 7. 
The snowfall also resulted in business and school closures which persisted even into Tuesday, Jan. 11, courtesy of rainfall throughout the weekend and a drop 
in temperatures that resulted in persistent ice.


