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The Paintsville Utilities Com-
mission talked at length during its 
regular meeting on Monday, March 
8 about a failed alert system that 
Paintsville Utilities General Manag-

er Bob Pack said caused a tank at 
an unspecifi ed water facility to over-
fl ow, leading to fl ooding around an 
unnamed Johnson County resident’s 
home and damage to the home. 

While reviewing departmental 
reports, Commissioner Mitch Kinner 
asked Pack about a note in the report 

regarding “acknowledging alarms.” 
“I’ve just got one question … 

we had a tank overfl ow, and he said 
that he spoke with all employees on 
the importance of verifying that the 
alarms on the computer are acknowl-
edged,” Kinner said, before asking 
if there was an alarm which was not 
acknowledged. 

Pack said that during some up-
dates that were recently done on 
the tank management systems, an 
alarm was alleged to have not been 
activated which would have alerted 
the plant manager and Pack himself 
that the tank was at what Pack called 
“high, high,” levels.

“We did acknowledge the alarm,” 
Pack said. “It sounds an alarm if the 
tank is high, and it’s supposed to shut 
off, and it’s supposed to have a ‘high, 
high’ alarm, which is an alert. Some-
how in some updates that were done, 
we believe by Micro-Comm at some 
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A former Johnson Coun-
ty resident was indicted re-
cently by a Pike grand jury 
on charges linked to the 
August crash which killed a 
Johnson County woman.

On March 10, a Pike 
County grand jury indicted 
Jacob Fletcher, 28, formerly 
of Johnson County but now 
a Pike County resident, on 
charges of second-degree 
manslaughter and leaving 
the scene of an accident in 
connection with the Aug. 30 
death of Amanda Blevins, 
32, of Sitka.

At approximately 5:17 
a.m. on Aug. 30, according 
to the Pikeville Police De-
partment, they were dis-
patched to a single-vehicle 
crash on U.S. 23 near Kelsey 
E. Friend Boulevard.

Upon arrival, police 
said at the time, Pikeville 
Fire/EMS and Pikeville 
Police Department person-
nel located an SUV on its 
top and found that a female 

Paintsville Tourism: After a year of COVID 
shutdown, events planning in full swing

See CRASH, Page 7A
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After a year of lockdowns and 
diminished activity, Paintsville 
Tourism is looking toward a more 
open future.

During the Paintsville Tourism 
Commission’s regular meeting on 
March 15, the commission heard an 
update from Director Josh Johnson 
regarding several events currently 
being planned for later this month 

and into April and May.
March 6 marked a year since 

COVID-19 shutdowns began and 
Paintsville Tourism had to cancel 
several events, like so many other 
companies, organizations and enti-
ties involved in live entertainment 
that were hit especially hard by the 
pandemic.

Johnson said he was excited to 
get back to work on bringing John-
son County residents some new 
events and opportunities to get out 

and enjoy our area as well as hope-
fully drawing in some outside tour-
ism.

“It feels great, I’ve missed do-
ing events. I love doing things for 
the community and I love us doing 
stuff to bring outside people, which 
is what Tourism is for,” Johnson 
said. “I’m very excited to be back 
on track, doing events, getting our 
community involved, having things 
for the kids to do, and, like I said, 
we’ve got some tour groups that are 

planning on coming this year that 
couldn’t come last year, so, I’m very 
hopeful that this year will be a lot 
better than 2020.” 

According to Johnson, who an-
nounced several events for the com-
ing months, this past year has pre-
sented an opportunity to slow down 
and look at the state of the commis-
sion’s properties and events venues. 

“We tried to tackle one task at a 

See TOURISM, Page 4A

Paintsville Mayor talks mudslides, 
concerns for Paint Creek Park
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Paintsville Mayor Bill Mike 
Runyon said he was concerned 
for the boardwalk at Paint Creek 
Park following the recent fl ood-
ing that shook Johnson County 
on Feb. 28 as a noticeable mud-
slide there, one of many through-
out the city, has caused damage 
to the park. 

According to Runyon, the 
area of the boardwalk from the 
stage at Paint Creek Park back to 
the area behind Paintsville City 
Hall may have to be removed.

“The way it’s going right now, 
and it gets a little worse each day, 
it wouldn’t surprise me if we have 
to remove (that entire area),” 
Runyon said. “I’m not going to 
say we have to yet, but if it keeps Paintsville Herald photo by Waylon Whitson

The boardwalk at Paint Creek Park is one of several areas in Paintsville damaged by mud 
and land slides following the recent fl ooding event.See SLIDES, Page 7A

Paintsville Utilities addresses failed alert system

Submitted photo

Paintsville Utilities General Manager Bob Pack explains a notifi cation system to the 
Paintsville Utilities Commission during a discussion about a tank that overfl owed at 
an unspecifi ed water facility within the county, fl ooding an adjoining private prop-
erty and causing damages to a residence, according to Commissioner Mitch Kinner. See UTILITIES, Page 4A


