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Man pleads guilty in connection with high-speed chase
BY WAYLON WHITSON

STAFF WRITER

A Hagerhill man entered into 

a plea deal with Johnson County 

prosecutors Friday after being ar-

rested in August on charges includ-

ing wanton endangerment and as-

sault after a high-speed chase with 

law enforcement that culminated in 

an arrest outside the man’s home, 

according to court documents. 
Johnson Commonwealth’s At-

torney Anthony Skeans said Darrin 
Blankenship will serve a week in 
the county jail and a year of proba-
tion as part of his reduced charges 
in exchange for a guilty plea. 

Blankenship was charged with 
fi rst-degree wanton endangerment, 
fi rst-degree fl eeing or evading po-
lice (motor vehicle), fi rst-offense 
aggravated DUI, possession of an 

open alcoholic beverage contain-
er in a motor vehicle, menacing, 
resisting arrest, second-degree 
disorderly conduct, fourth-degree 
assault and third-degree terroristic 
threatening.  

During court Friday, Blanken-
ship entered his guilty plea with 
his fl eeing and evading charge 
dismissed while he was sentenced 
to serve a week in the county jail 
on the disorderly charge and the 

DUI, according to Skeans, who 
said Blankenship will serve the 
remainder of his seven days in jail 
this week. 

According to jail documents, 
Blankenship was booked into the 
facility on Friday.

Blankenship was initially ar-
rested Aug. 14 after Paintsville Po-
lice Department offi cers responded 

PPD: Paintsville man threatened child, caused disturbance
BY WAYLON WHITSON

STAFF WRITER

A Paintsville man was arrested 

on Dec. 29 after Paintsville Police 

Department offi cers responded to 

a complaint of a man in the Paul B. 

Hall Regional Medical Center who 

had threatened to “cause bodily 
injury to a small child in the emer-
gency room,” according to court 
documents.

The citation said that when 
PPD Offi cer Zach Mitchell made 
contact with the man, Roger San-
dlin, 48, of Paintsville, he stated 
that the child had threatened him 

and he was “just retaliating the 
threat.”  Mitchell placed Sandlin 
under arrest, according to the ci-
tation, which prompted Sandlin to 
“scream in a loud and obnoxious 
manner,” that “he had not done any-
thing and that (the offi cers) did not 
know how to do (their jobs).”

Mitchell said he took Sandlin 

outside, at which point Sandlin “at-
tempted to pull away from (Mitch-
ell) and jumped over the curb.” 
According to the citation, Mitchell 
maintained control and called for 
assistance, which prompted Of-
fi cer Bill Ramey to come outside 

Fiscal court 
approves budgets, 

new hires
BY AARON K. NELSON

EDITOR

The Johnson County 
Fiscal Court has opened 
2019 in a special session 
with new members, new 
hires and very similar bud-
gets.

Under new sheriff Doug 
Saylor, the Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce will feature 
a nearly identical budget to 
last year’s. The only differ-
ence is an increase in pro-
jected revenue in commis-
sions on tax collections, up 

from $270,000 to $275,000. 
On the expenditures side, 
that extra $5,000 is refl ect-
ed in postage costs.

 “It comes to (our) at-
tention that (postage for tax 
bills) is now the responsibil-
ity of the sheriff’s offi ce,” 
Saylor said.

Overall, the Johnson 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
will operate on a budget of 
$669,785.12.

The budget for return-
ing county clerk Sallee Ann 

Attracting business, 

residents atop 

new judge-exec’s 

to-do list
BY AARON K. NELSON

EDITOR

Johnson Judge-Ex-
ecutive Mark McKenzie 
hopes to leverage his 
business experience in 
commercial, farm and 
mineral property man-
agement to help the coun-
ty grow and stand out in 
the region as the best 
place to live and work, he 
told the Paintsville Her-
ald this week.

McKenzie has spent 
his career recruiting 
businesses to managed 
properties in Paintsville 

and Johnson County, and 
along the way, has worked 
closely with the Johnson 
County Chamber of Com-
merce. Until he ran for 
offi ce, he served as one of 
the fi rst board members 
of One East Kentucky, an 
economic development 
agency with a laser focus 
on bringing industry to 
the region.

“That was obviously 
a focus that I’ve had, is 
trying to take all of that 
background and bring it 
to this offi ce,” McKenzie 
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Johnson Judge-Executive Mark McKenzie welcomes friends and family to a swearing-in ceremony last 

week in Paintsville in which he and his new commissioners were among those formally taking the oath 

of offi ce.See ATTRACTING, Page A4

Monica Spriggs and 

Regina McClure with 

the Big Sandy Area 

Development District, 

right, seen here at a 

meeting to improve 

City of Paintsville’s 

fl ood mitigation Com-

munity Rating System 

in April, were both for-

mally hired as new em-

ployees by the Johnson 

County Fiscal Court 

at a special meeting 

Monday. McClure will 

serve as community 

development coordi-

nator and Spriggs will 

serve as fl ood plain 

coordinator, FEMA 

applicant agent, solid 

waste coordinator and 

PRIDE coordinator.
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