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Kristie Blair

Oil Springs 
woman 

charged with 
murder and 
assault after 

stabbing
BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

An Oil Springs woman 
has been charged with mur-
der and fi rst-degree assault 
following a stabbing attack 
that took place in Van Lear 
on Nov. 2 that resulted in 
one woman dead and anoth-
er hospitalized, according 
to court documents. 

The citation said that 
a Johnson County Sheriff’s 
deputy responded to a call 
from one of the women who 
had been stabbed, Marsha 
Bailey, who advised that she 
and the other victim, Berna-
detta Blackburn, had been 
stabbed by Kristie Blair, 47, 
of Oil Springs, whom Bailey 
said they were restraining 
and had disarmed after a 
struggle. 

When the deputy 

See CHARGED, Page 7A

Motorcycle Club gives to Shriners Hospital, Shrine Club

Submitted photo

At a gathering on Saturday, Nov. 2, the Brothers Keepers Motorcycle Club Chapter 28 of Paintsville gathered alongside 
representatives from Shriners Hospital for Children of Lexington and the Floyd County Shrine Club’s transport team to pres-
ent $10,000 checks to both organizations, raised at this year’s Brian Moore Memorial Burn Run. The second Brian Moore 
Memorial Burn Run will be held July 29 and July 30, 2022.

New Mountain 
Homeplace

Activity
Steering

Committee 
seeks to

revitalize farm
BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

A new Mountain Home-
Place Activity Steering 
Committee was formed last 
month and has shared a small 
glimpse into their short-term 
and long-term vision, working 
alongside Paintsville Tourism 

See FARM, Page 8A

Clinton Hackney:
A life of service continues after returning home

BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

As Veterans Day approaches, we honor 
those who have served, both through offering 
thanks and taking time to refl ect on the sacri-
fi ces one makes in service of our country and 
our people. One such individual, Clinton Hack-
ney, a Johnson County resident, has made his 
life one of service and rising above the expecta-
tions of the world for a “product of Appalachia,” 
as he refers to himself. 

Hackney is an interesting proof of some-
thing that many do not consider — many of our 
veterans are still enlisted, even though they are 
indeed veterans, having served in active duty 
and been discharged from that active duty, they 
remain enlisted in one capacity or another. For 
his part, Hackney remains enlisted in the U.S. 
Army Reserves as a Staff Sergeant in the 310th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command, based 
out of Indianapolis, Indiana, while also serving 
his community as an Associate Professor of Bi-
ological Sciences at Big Sandy Community and 
Technical College. 

Hackney said he was in college in 2001 
when the attacks on the World Trade Center 
towers led him to want to enlist, and he has 
remained in the military ever since, while still 
pursuing his path as a professor and educator, 
both of which he said are equally important to 
him. 

During his most recent active deployment, 
he was in Kuwait as part of Operation Spartan 
Shield, part of Operation Enduring Freedom, 
an operation of the United States Central Com-
mand that has been ongoing in the Middle 
East since 2012, focused on providing logistics 
and moving supplies into the region to provide 
capabilities such as aviation, logistics, force 
protection and more, according to U.S. Army 
Central (USARCENT), with the stated goal of 
ensuring that the materiel and personnel need-
ed for rapid and fl exible execution of military 

Submitted photo

Clinton Hackney, right, is photographed in the back of a C-17 during 
his most recent deployment overseas, alongside two of his soldiers, 
Sgt. Joseph Wade and Sgt. Dontez Swan.

Clinton Hackney 
stands along-
side his fami-
ly, from left to 
right, Brylee, 
Bryson, Brandt, 
Brynley and wife 
Frances.

Submitted photo See HACKNEY, Page 7A


