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Police: Johnson County constable 

nearly hit by DUI driver
BY AARON K. NELSON

EDITOR

A Hagerhill man is facing a DUI 

charge after allegedly wrecking 

his vehicle in midday traffi c Mon-

day while driving under the infl u-

ence.

According to Paintsville Po-

lice Department Captain Jonathan 

Holbrook, Jitendrakumar Patel, 

29, was driving a Honda Pilot 

north on Ky. 321 near the intersec-

tion with James S. Trimble Blvd. 

when he crossed the southbound 

lane and left the roadway. 

Patel allegedly narrowly 

avoided a head-on collision with 

a pickup truck driven by Johnson 

County District 2 Constable Ryan 

Caudill, who was heading south-

bound at the time.

According to Holbrook, Pa-

tel’s vehicle then struck a tree with 

force enough to turn the vehicle 

Paintsville 

cleanup 

underway
BY AARON K. NELSON

EDITOR

At the outset of the regular 

Paintsville City Council meeting 

for March, Mayor Bill Mike Run-

yon updated the public on efforts 

to clean up the city.

“We have a list of 27 prop-

erties that we are going to — I 

don’t want to use the word ‘de-

mand,’ but we are going to ask 

respectfully — to be cleaned up. 

If they’re not, then we’re going to 

have to take further action,” Run-

yon said.

As for derelict vehicles, Run-

yon said progress is already be-

ing made.

“We had tagged 11 vehicles 

in the city limits, and of those 

11, six have been removed from 

the streets. There’s some other 

issues we have to go through on 

the others, but we are going to 

get that done,” Runyon said.

Runyon said spring cleanup 

for residents of the city would be 

April 15-19, and as always, cer-

tain items will be ineligible for 
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The driver of a Honda SUV was charged with DUI after, police said, he nearly hit a Johnson County constable as his 

vehicle traveled across oncoming traffi c before crashing into a tree.

City, county and others working together 

to find sewer project funding
BY AARON K. NELSON

EDITOR

Four local agencies and 

municipalities are partner-

ing together to seek grant 

funding for new sewer 

lines that offi cials say could 

greatly impact development 

in Paintsville and Johnson 

County.

On Monday, both the 

Johnson County Fiscal 

Court and the Paintsville 

City Council independently 

approved resolutions saying 

they were on board with the 

project and could assist in 

applying for and adminis-

tering any possible grant 

funds for the project. Ac-

cording to the resolutions, 

Paintsville Utilities and the 

Paintsville/Johnson Coun-

ty Economic Development 

Authority, a branch of the 

Paintsville/Johnson Coun-

ty Chamber of Commerce, 

were also in support of the 

project. 

If funding is secured, 

the project would see sewer 

lines run from Paintsville, 

out of town to the west, 

and back south on U.S. 23 

to Hagerhill before join-

ing existing infrastructure 

near Van Lear. Because the 

city’s primary wastewater 

treatment plant is operating 

over capacity, and its other 

wastewater treatment plant 

at Honey Branch is oper-

ating only at 30 percent 
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Big Sandy Community and Technical College President Dr. Sherry Zylka, left, watches as University of 

Pikeville President Dr. Burton Webb signs an agreement between the two institutions to allow medical 

students to transition easily to UPike’s Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Agreement clears 

way for Big Sandy CTC 

students to earn 

medical degree at UPike
BY CHRIS ANDERSON

APPALACHIAN 

NEWSPAPERS

PIKEVILLE — Os-

teopathic medicine stu-

dents will now have an 

easier path to complet-

ing their studies thanks 

to the latest partnership 

between the University 

of Pikeville and Big San-

dy Community and Tech-

nical College.

At an event Thurs-

day, the two institutions 

further solidifi ed their 

mutual working relation-

ship by announcing and 

signing an agreement 

to more easily allow Big 

Sandy students to fi nish 

their medical studies at 

UPike. The agreement 

allows students “inter-

ested in pursuing a med-

ical career to complete 

two years of curriculum 

at BSCTC and transfer 

to UPike for two years 

of coursework to earn 

a bachelor’s degree in 

See AGREEMENT, Page A11


