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The Big Sandy Region-
al Detention Center needs 
to make big changes, ac-
cording to Johnson County 

board representative Ann 
Ratliff, but they can’t do 
that if they can’t hold meet-
ings.

Ratliff said that the 
board has had only approx-
imately fi ve of its intended 
nine meetings this year, 
and that has put a major 
damper on completing 
the business necessary 
to move the facility for-
ward. The board needs six 
members present to have a 
quorum, meaning that the 
meeting is eligible to con-
tinue.

“We have 10 seated 
and we have to have six 
out of the 10 to have a quo-
rum,” Ratliff said, adding 
that multiple members, 

who she did not wish to 
name specifi cally, have 
not attended a meeting 
in months. “I don’t think 
since we voted to give ev-
erybody that 10 percent 
across-the-board raise, I 
don’t think they’ve been 
there, and if they have, it’s 
only been once and they 
won’t even get on Zoom.”

Ratliff said that this 
creates a genuine issue 
for the jail, when the de-
sign of the board itself is 
to make sure that, while 
all counties involved have 
a stake in the decisions of 
the board, it is a cooper-
ative effort. According to 
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Official: BSRDC board ‘hamstrung’ 
by inability to meet

See BSRDC, Page 6A
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A Johnson County 
man has been indicted by 
a grand jury on charges of 
murder and kidnapping 
in connection with his 
daughter’s death.

On Sept. 6, the grand 
jury returned the indict-
ment against Stacy Col-
lins, 47, of Ky. 302, Van 
Lear, in connection with 
the death of his daughter, 
12-year-old Stacia Collins 
last month.

The Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce said Sta-
cia Collins was declared 
missing on Aug. 11 and 
found dead the same day. 
Stacy Collins was arrest-
ed Aug. 30 after being 
released from medical 
treatment in Lexington. 
Stacy Collins, the sheriff’s 
offi ce said, was transport-
ed there after suffering 
what is believed to have 
been a self-infl icted gun-
shot wound. The sheriff’s 
offi ce said Stacy Collins 
had been found suffering 
the gunshot wound by 
deputies investigating an 
assault complaint.

The indictment was 
handed down the day be-
fore a preliminary hearing 
was set to be held in Stacy 

Collins’ case and he has 
been ordered to remain 
held in the Big Sandy Re-
gional Detention Center 
on a $50,000 bond.

Johnson County Sher-
iff Doug Saylor said the 
investigation into the case 
is ongoing.

“We’re using every 
resource available to us 
to gather and examine 
the evidence of this case,” 
Saylor said, adding that, if 
anyone has information, 
the sheriff’s offi ce would 
like to hear from them.

Deputy Tim Clark 
said that, if, for instance, 
an individual was aware of 
child abuse in a case such 
as this and did not report 
it, they have neglected a 
moral and legal obligation 
to do so.

“They’re complicit in 

Johnson man
indicted on murder, 
kidnapping charges 
in daughter’s death

Stacy Collins

See COLLINS, Page 8A
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Smokin’ Grub BBQ was the winner of the truck category of the Great American Food Truck Battle 
held Sept. 3 at the Veterans Referral Center.
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The dust has settled on the Veterans 
Referral Center and Market 606’s Great 
American Food Truck Battle and everyone 
involved has walked away a winner, accord-
ing to organizers.

According to Mark and Stephanie Ro-
driguez, the Veterans Referral Center vol-
unteers who helped organize the event with 
Market 606 Organizer Victoria Childers, 
the event was a major success, with every 
food truck and tent involved selling out 

completely and logging a combined total of 
approximately 3,850 tickets.

“I’d say there were anywhere from 
1,500 to 2,000 people there,” Mark Rodri-
guez said. “Each trailer sold about 350 tick-
ets each.”

“Each trailer sold out completely,” 
Stephanie Rodriguez added. “There were 
11 trailers.”

While the fundraising aspect of the 
event wasn’t hugely profi table, both Mark 
and Stephanie Rodriguez agreed that the 

VRC: Great American Food 
Truck Battle major success
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Autumn’s Sweet Treats was the winner of the tent category of the Great American Food Truck 
Battle held Sept. 3 at the Veterans Referral Center.

See BATTLE, Page 11A


