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Legislative committee hears 

update on Eastern Kentucky 

ATV trails system
BY RUSS CASSADY

@RUSSCASSADY

The principals leading the 

charge to establish Eastern Ken-

tucky’s answer to the Hatfi eld Mc-

Coy ATV Trails in West Virginia 

told a Kentucky legislative com-

mittee last week that work on the 

trail system is progressing.

Rep. Chris Fugate, of Perry 

County, led the presentation by the 

First Frontier Appalachian Trails 

to the state Interim Joint Commit-

tee on Tourism, Small Business 

and Information Technology on 

Nov. 18, during which several leg-

islators expressed their pleasure 

with the ongoing project and their 

hopes to continue work on it.

The First Frontier trails sys-

tem, which Fugate said is initially 

being modeled on the Hatfi eld Mc-

Coy ATV Trails system, is seeking 

to unify 18 counties in the region 

toward the establishment of a trails 

system in Eastern Kentucky.

Jerry Stacy, chairman of the 

trail system’s board, thanked the 

legislature for their work on the 

trail system, adding that it could 

not have been done without the 

legislature’s support.

However, he also said that the 

region is coming together in a way 

he’s never seen to establish the 

trails.

“The thing that is so encourag-

ing to me is we’ve got 18 counties 

all on the same page, pulling in 

the same direction, to accomplish 

something that’s going to help 

the entire region and not just one 

county,” he said, adding he doesn’t 

know that he’s ever seen this kind 

of effort on a project in his life-

time. “This has the chance to be 

a game-changer for us in Eastern 

Kentucky.”

Fugate updated the legislative 

committee on West Virginia’s trail 

system’s success and reminded 

the committee of the need for the 

project.

“It’s very important for East 

Kentucky,” Fugate said. “It’s more 

than tourism. It’s an economic de-

velopment tool that allows local 

people and businesses to really 

prosper because of the people that 

come into East Kentucky to spend 

money, to spend time.”

In West Virginia, Fugate said, 

this year alone, there have been 

riders from all 50 states and 13 for-

eign countries. 

“They’ve really been reinvent-

ed,” he said, adding that local peo-

ple have been able to build cabins 

and ATV infrastructure and bene-

fi t from it.

In fi scal year 2020, West 

Paintsville First 

Church of God food 

pantry needs turkeys, 

hams, volunteers
BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

Although their need 

is great year-round, com-

munity food pantries are 

especially hard-pressed 

to supply the turkeys 

and hams that the aver-

age family expects to be 

able to prepare for holi-

day dinners during the 

Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas seasons — which is 

why the Paintsville First 

Church of God is already 

hard at work distributing 

turkeys and preparing 

to gather hams, as well 

as looking for volunteers 

to begin fundraising for 

next year. 

According to Pastor 

Dan Heaberlin, Twelve 

Baskets Food Pantry has 

seen the need from com-

munity members wane 

throughout the year from 

the pantry’s usual 350 

or so families a month 
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Although their services are vital for, on aver-

age, more than 300 Johnson County families 

year-round, Twelve Baskets Food Pantry at the 

Paintsville First Church of God, often becomes 

even more vital during the holiday season, espe-

cially with recent infl ation making turkeys and 

hams even harder to afford. This makes fund-

raising and food donations even more important 

during the holiday season, according to Pastor 

Dan Heaberlin, who has been distributing food to 

these families since 2003, such as here in 2018. See CHURCH, Page 2ASee TRAILS, Page 4A

Trail Town shuttles Lynn, Twitty 

to family cemetery in Van Lear
BY WAYLON WHITSON

NEWS EDITOR

On Saturday, Nov. 20, 

the Paintsville/Johnson 

County Trail Town Com-

mittee, at the behest of 

Johnson County Judge-Ex-

ecutive Mark McKenzie, 

transported Tayla Lynn and 

Tre Twitty, the two halves of 

Twitty and Lynn and grand-

children of Loretta Lynn 

and Conway Twitty, respec-

tively, to Lynn’s family cem-

etery in Van Lear. 

Lynn cleaned fami-

ly graves and left fl owers 

for her ancestors during 

the visit and was joined by 

Van Lear Historical Soci-

ety Coal Miners’ Museum 

Managing Director, Tina 

Webb, who offered thanks 

to the Trail Town riders who 

shuttled them, Pikeville 

Tourism Executive Director 

Tony Tackett and McKenzie 

for arranging the trip. 

The Trail Town Com-

mittee said in a statement 

that they were grateful for 

the opportunity to transport 

Lynn.

“Our Trail Town got to 

assist the granddaughter of 

Johnson County’s own Lo-

retta Lynn. Tayla Lynn who 

is touring with Tre Twitty, 

grandson of the legendary 

Conway, was in town to to-

day with members of their 

band to visit her Mamaw’s 

homeplace and her great 

grandparents graves,” The 

statement said. “We were 

so blessed to spend a lit-

tle time with the singers, 

talk about old days and tell 

them of our ongoing work 

to legitimize off road trails 

and thereby reinvent the 

old coal town. We are so 

In the middle of their 

double performances at 

The Appalachian Center 

for the Arts, Tayla Lynn 

and Tre Twitty, the duo 

who make up Twitty and 

Lynn, took a day trip to 

Butcher Hollow to visit 

Lynn’s grandmother, Lo-

retta Lynn’s homeplace. 

Paintsville/Johnson Coun-

ty Trail Town Committee’s 

ATV riders shuttled Lynn 

and Twitty, alongside 

members of their band, 

to Lynn’s family’s ceme-

tery, where Lynn cleaned 

her great-grandparents’ 

graves and placed new 

fl owers on them.

Photo submittedSee SHUTTLES, Page 4A


