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San Mateo County Counsel | John Nibbelin

Pacifican appointed as next County Counsel
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

J

ohn Nibbelin, a Pacifican and city Planning
Commission chair, was
named the new San Mateo
County Counsel effective
April 1. He takes the position upon the retirement of
John Beiers.
Nibbelin said he’s ready to

help his community in this
new capacity. “San Mateo County has been
on the leading edge of
so many isJohn Nibbelin sues — financial privacy rights, health care for
all, affordable housing,”
he said. “I look forward to

helping to make San Mateo
County a better, fairer, safer and healthier place. That
motivates me pretty much
every day.”
The Board of Supervisors
interviewed four candidates
and unanimously appointed
Nibbelin. The county conducted an extensive, national open recruitment to fill
the position. Key priorities
in the recruitment includ-

ed economic recovery, advancing equity, responding
to changes in state and federal policy, and addressing
affordable housing, climate
change and major community needs.
“It was a tough decision,
but ultimately, we chose
John, who has worked extensively with the board on
multiple complex legal challenges for the past 20 years,”

The Cartography Project | Jens and Yasmina Ibsen

said Board of Supervisors
President Don Horsley.
Nibbelin has been involved with major challenges during the pandemic,
Horsley said. He advised the
chief equity officer on initiatives to further diversity, equity and inclusion, Horsley
said.
Nibbelin has been with
the Office of the County Counsel since 2001 and

served as deputy chief county counsel since 2011. He
previously worked as assistant district counsel at the
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Services, was a
law clerk to a U.S. District
Court judge and in private
practice.
He served in the U.S.
Army as a commissioned oft Counsel | 2

Biennial count | People living on streets

Volunteers look at
homelessness in
city for count
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T
Photo courtesy Kennedy Center

ygarjas Bigstyck, now
Mayor Pro Tem of
Pacifica City Council and a former vice chair
of the board of directors of
the Pacifica Resource Center, was out with a partner at
5 a.m. to count people living
on the streets of his city as
part of the county’s biennial count.

What did they see? Bigstyck counted about 10 people experiencing homelessness in the Milagra Ridge
area, Eureka Square, Beach
Boulevard and Palmetto Avenue. These people were
sleeping in tents, RVs or the
open air.
“It was dark. It was cold.
We were looking for those
who were freezing and
cold. There was frost on the
t Count | 2

Sopranos Amber R. Monroe, left, and Katerina Burton perform “Pretty Girl” with Robert Ainsley on piano. The piece, composed by Pacificans, will be performed live at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., on March 15 and 16.

Kennedy Center commissions Pacifica
composer and poet for musical memorial
Peter Tokofsky
Staff writer

A

decade ago, Florida
youth Travon Martin
was killed because
someone thought a Black
high school student wearing a hoodie posed a threat.
When a jury acquitted Martin’s killer of murder the following year, the Black Lives
Matter movement was born
and cultural institutions
around the country began

to reflect on their roles contributing to a just and democratic society. Now the Kennedy Center in Washington
D.C. is launching “The Cartography Project” to present
cultural responses to racebased violence in the United
States, and work by a pair of
Pacificans will be featured.
The first installment of
The Cartography Project
consists of eight musical
compositions that members of the National Symphony Orchestra and the

Washington National Opera
will perform live in a world
premiere at the Kennedy
Center on
March 15
and 16.
Pa c i fi c a
twins Jens
and
Yasmina Ibsen
are among
Jens Ibsen
the exclusive group of artists chosen
to contribute. Their composition “Pretty Girl” honors
the life and memory of Nia

Wilson who was murdered
at the MacArthur BART station in Oakland in 2018 after
visiting her
aunt with
her sisters
Letifah and
Tashiya. Letifah was
also woundYasmina Ibsen ed in the violent attack.
In October 2020, Jens
Ibsen received a surprise
t Ibsens | 2
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Government staff, nonprofit workers and volunteers
gathered in the early morning at the Pacifica Resource Center
in Pacifica on Thursday to venture out in search of people experiencing homelessness.

Development | Attracting shoppers

New signs in works for renewed Eureka Square
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N

ew signs soon will
be attracting shopcompassionate funeral
pers to Eureka
Square. The Pacifica Planning Commission unanimously approved the mas-

ter sign program, with
conditions, on Feb. 22.
The signs on the
two buildings at Eureka
Square had been removed
in the course of facade improvement, said Christian
Murdock, deputy director
of planning. The applicant,
Biagini Properties, applied

for a master sign program because of the recent
remodeling,
Murdock
said.
The old freestanding sign
was originally approved by
the Planning Commission
in 1962, Murdock said.
Small tenants will have
one sign each except cor-

ner tenants, who will be allowed two, Murdock said.
The signs will not be higher than 18 inches with a
maximum width of 2 feet, 6
inches, Murdock said.
Oceana Market will have
a maximum letter height
of 36 inches for the main
sign and 18 inches for the

two secondary signs, Murdock said.
All tenants will have
5-inch-deep channel letters
with a translucent, acrylic
face, internally illuminated,
Murdock said. All letters
and logos will be mounted on an exposed 5-inchdeep rail painted to match
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