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Remodeling | Improvements to City Council chambers

City Council votes to refresh chambers

By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

N

ew paint, new carpet, new art, and
windows that open.
Those are some of the
things the Pacifica City
Council is discussing as part
of a remodeling for the City
Council chambers.

Other options had been
discussed before the March
14 City Council meeting, including moving the meetings to the Community Center and contacting Jefferson
Union High School District
to see about holding meetings in the Oceana High
School theater. City Council,
the Planning Commission
and the Parks, Beaches and

Recreation
Commission
meet in City Council chambers.
City Manager Kevin
Woodhouse said the easiest
option was to consider improvements to the current
City Council chambers, including paint, redecorated
walls and new carpet.
JUHSD Superintendent
Toni Presta was concerned

about the extra cleaning and
supervision of the space on
a weekly basis, Woodhouse
said. ADA compliance may
be an issue, as are technology improvements and the
portability of furniture so it
doesn’t interfere with school
use, Woodhouse said.
The Community Center
would require about $1,200
a month to set up and break

Remembered | The Overdose Awareness Garden

down meetings and it would
impact Public Works staff
and community center staff,
Woodhouse said. The technology upgrades would
cost $75,000 to $95,000,
and the estimated cost to
PCT is $50,000, Woodhouse
said. The extra cost of janitorial services is unknown
and using the Community
Center would impact some

Midyear budget
report shows
more money,
more expenses

T
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Bonnie McNamara and friends visit the garden she has dedicated to her son who died from an overdose in Pacifica. Friday
marked the fifth anniversary of his death.

Anniversary
provides grim
reminder of
overdose toll

J

enn Sisson and Bonnie McNamara adopted a garden at Mike
Mooney’s Freedom Trail in
the Quarry and it was there
on Friday that McNamara
remembered the fifth anniversary of her son’s death
from an overdose. The
Overdose Awareness Garden is dedicated to the hundreds of thousands of lives
lost to overdose.
“A dear friend and family in Pacifica just recently lost their son to an
overdose two days ago,”
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General funds | Increase in contractual services

By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

dance classes and community meeting spaces, Woodhouse said.
The cost of repainting is
$49,000, the cost of replacing carpeting is $25,000,
and windows are $35,000,
Woodhouse said. Replacing the dais is $50,000, but
Mayor Mary Bier and the

McNamara said. “It’s still
happening.”
McNamara’s son, Bobby
Corona Gonzaba, died at
age 36 from a fentanyl overdose. He is part of a tragic
wave of people who have
fallen victim to a relatively
new scourge sweeping the
nation. One measure of
how many accidental drug
overdoses there are: The
San Francisco medical examiner recently stated that
three times as many people in the city had died due
to drug overdose than to
COVID-19 over the course
of the pandemic.
Sisson and McNamara
dedicated their time and
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A photo of Bobby Corona Gonzaba, who died at the age of
36 due to accidental overdose, rests in a part of Liberty Garden
that is maintained by his mother, Bonnie McNamara.

money to make their part
at Liberty Garden a beautiful spot to pay tribute to so
many lost.
“There are other gardens out there for overdose victims,” McNamara
said. “The Liberty Garden
is such a beautiful way to
share something with the
community.
“Pacifica has lost so
many young people to this
epidemic,” she said. “It is
a small town with a lot of
loss.”

McNamara said people
often stop her when she
is working on the garden
to tell her about their own
experiences with the epidemic of overdose.
“We talk and I share
facts about this epidemic, that to me is spreading
awareness in our community. Word of mouth is a
powerful tool to help battle against this epidemic
and to help in educating
others,” she said. “Knowledge is power.” r

he city of Pacifica
is bringing in more
money than anticipated in the current fiscal
year, but it’s spending more
as well — particularly on
contracted services — and
those bumps are reflected
in the midyear budget report by Chief Financial Sustainability Officer Yulia Carter on March 14.
For the 2021-22 general
fund revenues, the revised
estimate is $43.1 million
or $2.3 million higher than
the adopted budget due to
receipt of one-time revenues related to vehicle license fees backfilled from
the state and a slightly higher than budgeted American
Rescue Plan Act allocation,
Carter said.
General fund expenditures total $43 million, Carter said. Salaries
and benefits increased to
$28,138,921, an increase of
2 percent over the adopted
budget, Carter said. Contract services increased to
$7,828,046 or 14 percent
over the adopted budget,
Carter said. Materials, supplies and maintenance increased to $3,248,698, an
increase of 4 percent, Carter said.
Under salaries and benefits, the revised budget
notes additional fire service
overtime costs. The charge
of nearly $500,000 is reimbursable by California Office of Emergency Services
under the California Fire
Assistance Agreement and
Rescue Mutual Aid System and is related to wildfire protection, Carter said.
There is also a reclassifica-

tion from finance manager
to the deputy finance director position request, Carter
said. It’s an upgrade to recruit better candidates for a
vacant position and will cost
an additional $15,000. The
cost is included in the fiscal
year 2022-23 budget, Carter
said.
Legal services will cost an
additional $220,000 this fiscal year to $1.15 million. An
additional $173,000 is also
added to cost-reimbursable
legal services in the Planning Department as passthrough charges on private
development, Carter said.
The increase of $60,000
in contractual services in
the City Manager’s budget
covers unanticipated projects, including the purchase
of the NextRequest software
for public records requests
and an upcoming six-month
pilot contract with California Consulting for citywide
grant writing services, Carter said.
The increase in contract
services includes an additional $132,600 for substitute child care teachers and
janitorial services at Parks,
Beaches and Recreation and
the child care programs,
Carter said.
Contractual services in
the Public Works Department increased by $123,000
to cover engineering services and analysis that cannot be performed in-house,
Carter said.
Under materials, supplies
and maintenance services,
the food and supplies budget in Parks, Beaches and
Recreation needs an additional $74,000 to cover the
increase in senior lunch service with offsetting reimt Budget | 2

Administration | Last day is April 1

City planning director leaves for private sector
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

ina Wehrmeister, Pacifica’s assistant city
manager and director
of the Planning Department,
has announced she would
be leaving the city’s employ
to work in the private sector.
Her final day working with
the city will be April 1.

Wehrmeister has been
with the city of Pacifica
since 2015
as the planning director. She was
promoted
to assistant
city manTina
ager/planWehrmeister
ning director in 2020.
She was the conceptu-

al design project manager
for the new Pacifica Libraries project and is credited
with securing more than
$650,000 in grants and inkind donations for planning
initiatives related to housing
and adaptation planning.
She led Planning Department initiatives about sea
level rise and the update of
the Local Coastal Land Use
Plan. She led Plan Pacifica,

which is the city’s main planning portal. Wehrmeister
developed and implemented cannabis regulations, updates to the accessory dwelling unit regulations, and
Let’s Talk Housing meetings.
City Manager Kevin
Woodhouse said he is evaluating his options with respect to replacing Wehrmeister.

“Ms. Wehrmeister’s incredible planning and citywide contributions, public
service excellence and dedication to the organization
and the community will be
missed in Pacifica,” he wrote
in an email to the Tribune.
“Over her seven-year tenure, she has brought a level of planning expertise and
professionalism to the Planning Department never be-
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fore seen in Pacifica …
“I have begun evaluating
process options for handling
the assistant city manager
and planning director functions and will announce next
t Planning | 2

