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San Mateo County | Data comes with asterisk

County closes in on 95 percent vaccination rate

By Sarah Wright
Staff writer

S

an Mateo County is now reporting that
nearly 95 percent of residents 16 and
older have received at least one dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine. The 12- to 15-yearold population isn’t far behind, with 81 percent vaccinated locally.
Pacifica is now reporting 87 percent of its
residents vaccinated.

The impressive numbers come with caveats. The current population numbers that
dictate the city-level estimates are based on
2019 U.S. Census Bureau data, which is now
2 years old. That’s because the Census Bureau won’t release 2020 data from its American Community Survey, the measure being
used by the county to estimate population at
the city and census tract levels, until December.
Even the county-level totals differ between
sources by up to 10,000 residents. County

Health Public Information Officer Preston
Merchant wrote in an email to the Review
that the Health Department is using Department of Finance data for overall county population, race and age statistics, because it is
updated more frequently and is more precise than the federal resource. Because their
sources differ, the county totals and city-level
data can’t be combined.
That’s not the only asterisk that comes
with the data. Population estimates for cities
like Colma and Ladera, which are each re-

Aramai Point | Honoring stewards of the environment

porting a 100 percent vaccination rate, come
with the caveat that Census community survey underestimates of population may be
skewing results. And Merchant wrote that
the vaccination totals, which are sourced
from the California Immunization Registry, or CAIR2, are constantly updated to fix
inaccuracies in residency, race, age or other factors.
“There are always challenges with the
t Vaccine | 2

Fire | Pacifica Resource Center

Fire damages
PRC, no one
injured
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

A

fire at the Pacifica Resource Center
the night of Sept. 22 left the back of
the Palmetto Avenue building burned,
but there were no injuries. The cost of repairs
remains unknown a week later.
The first arriving fire company reported
heavy smoke and flames coming from the
back of the commercial building, on the exterior terrace, around 10 p.m. Firefighters
began search and rescue operations and simultaneously used hose lines to attack and
confine the fire to the back half of the building and the terrace at 1809 Palmetto Ave.
Firefighters found no trapped tenants. The
aggressive fire attack kept the flames from
spreading to the neighboring buildings, officials said.

Adam Pardee / Tribune

A jogger makes his way down the Rockaway Headlands, which are being renamed Aramai Point to better reflect the heritage of native peoples.
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Rockaway Headlands now known as
Aramai Point to honor indigenous
meeting.
A Sept. 17 statement from USGS reads,
“The name will be entered into the Geographical Names Information System, the
nation’s oldest geographical names repository.”
Mark Hubbell is a PEF member who
played a key role in seeking the renaming.
He said the process started in June 2020.
“I’m ecstatic,” he said. “It was a community effort.”
Pacifica Historical Society members Jim
and Pat Kremer helped move the idea along,
Hubbell said. The Pacifica Historical Society
provided the name of the Native American
tribe, Aramai, and the name of the village,
Timigtac, at Calera Creek where they lived
for 5,000 years.

By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

L

ocal nonprofit Pacifica’s Environmental Family announced last Friday that
the Rockaway Headlands area will be
named Aramai Point to honor stewardship
of the first people on this land.
The U.S. Geological Survey accepted the
group’s application to name the highland
between Rockaway and Linda Mar after the
Native American tribe that lived alongside
what is now known as Calera Creek, within the Rockaway Quarry. The Aramai people lived for thousands of years before the
arrival of Europeans in 1769. The USGS accepted the naming application at its Sept. 9

“They were fantastic stewards of the environment. That’s what this is all about. Then
it only took us about 100 years to screw it
up,” said Hubbell. “They left us a little blessing.”
PEF, a local environmental and history education nonprofit, filled out an application
from USGS with the coordinates and the
name wanted for the area commonly known
as Rockaway Headlands. Officially, the area
had no USGS name. PEF solicited letters of
support from local politicians and others in
the community and received letters from
San Mateo County Supervisor Don Horsley,
former Mayor Deirdre Martin and former
Pacifica City Councilmember John Keener.
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Theater | Finding ways to engage the community

Local theater copes with COVID-19
during unprecedented year
By Emma Spaeth
Staff writer

L

ocals don’t have to go far to see quality local theater performances in Pacifica. The Pacifica Spindrift Players have
been producing live theater for the community for more than 60 years.
The theater has been housed in a garage,
a library room and school multipurpose
room, but the organization has grown substantially in the years since and now has its
own space. The nonprofit provides opportunities for adults and young people to learn
and create live theater. It presents traditional plays and musicals as well as contemporary theater and houses Pacifica’s only non-

profit performing arts school for students of
all ages.
Like many entertainment venues, the
Players have struggled with closures due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s been a challenging year and a half, but the group found
a way to still engage and entertain the community.
“We did some streaming events and some
cabarets, we also had, from May until October, outdoor theater in our parking lot,” said
Ruth Amber, the box office manager and
theater administrator for the Pacifica Spindrift Players.
The Theater in the Woods Reading Series was held from May 15 through June 27
in the upper parking lot. Each performance
was open to 25 audience members and it

mostly sold out each performance.
Shows included, “The End of the World,”
by Arthur Kopit, “A Doll's House,” by Henrik Ibsen, “A Doll's House Part 2,” by Lucas
Hnath, “Beyond Therapy,” by Christoper
Durang, “How to Destroy an American Girl
Doll,” by Jan Rosenberg, “Radio Golf,” by August Wilson, and “Edith Can Shoot Things
and Hit Them,” by A. Rey Pamatmat.
“That worked out well and we were able to
do something,” said Amber.
The Players plan to open indoors on Jan.
14 with a production of “The Mad Ones,”
a musical about a high school valedictorian and her best friend who died just before
graduation after being hit by a speeding car.
t Theater | 2

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT PACIFICATRIBUNE.COM

Adam Pardee / Tribune

The Pacifica Resource Center was the
scene of a fire last week. It continues to serve
clients even as the investigation into the blaze
continues.

SB 10 | May change zoning

New housing
bill allows city
to pursue
greater density
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

A

new housing law may change Pacifica zoning near transit or other urban infill areas. SB 10 authorizes a
local government to adopt an ordinance to
zone any parcel for up to 10 residential units
per parcel if the parcel is located in a transit-rich area or an urban infill site. The local ordinance would limit the height of any
such buildings.
Assistant City Manager Tina Wehrmeister
said it does not require building.
“SB 10 provides for a local jurisdiction to
zone for higher density in certain circumstances but does not require it,” she said.
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