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Service | Veterans Day

Veterans group honors former mayor as ‘patriot’
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

wo San Mateo County veterans and a
nonprofit that helps
senior veterans will be honored today by the San Mateo
County Veterans Commission for their commitment to
improving the quality of life
for other veterans.

Former Mayor Sue Digre is
honored as Patriot of the Year,
Paul Harrell as Veteran of the
Year, and Peninsula Volunteers Inc. as Enterprise of the
Year during a virtual ceremony at 10 a.m.
Digre grew up a military
dependent and is a military
mom of three who served.
Now she advocates for veterans in the community.
She needed support when

her children went overseas
with the military and she
helped found Pacifica Military Moms. She got busy
helping to organize care packages to be sent to troops overseas. In fact, Blue Star Moms
of San Mateo County formed
from the Pacifica Military
Moms. She also served Pacifica as a city council member
for 16 years. Digre works as
director of family services for

PARCA.
In an email to the Tribune,
she said her reaction to the
honor was befuddlement and
that it made her feel a bit awkward. She said that confusion
turned to honor when she
found out she was nominated by a military wife.
What drives her to the constant advocacy? Her parents
and extended family members who served.

“My parents were patriots. It was and is not easy to
be a military family. Both my
parents valued personal freedom. Freedom isn’t free,” she
wrote. “My dad would say, ‘No
one understands the need for
peace more than someone
who has experienced war. Do
your best to work things out.’”
She was inspired by loved
ones who stepped forward to
offer themselves in U.S. mil-

itary service to protect freedom for all, no matter how
grave the personal cost.
“How we live each day
shows we appreciate those
acts of generosity and bravery for us,” she wrote. “I lost
uncles in World War II, and
a U.S. Cav. Medic in the Vietnam War. Our families were
deeply affected. Our sons
t Veterans | 2

Sewer system | October spill

Proposed legislation | United Nations Climate Change Conference

State agency
studies sewer
spills in region
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

he state agency
charged with monitoring sewerage spills,
like the nearly 3 million-gallon spill in Pacifica on Oct.
24, says it’s too early to tell
whether the city will face any
fines or enforcement action
as a result.

The overflow was sparked
by six inches of rain in 24
hours, a deluge city officials
characterized as a 1-in-100year rain event. In all, 2.93
million gallons of rainwater
and sewerage bypassed the
Linda Mar pump station and
flowed onto the beach. Another 44,000 gallons escaped
from a manhole cover in Lint Sewer | 2
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California state Sen. Josh Becker, second from left, speaks with attendees at the United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Glasgow, Scotland, last week. He says the trip is worthwhile in part because of the “chance encounters” he is able to have with
people who can make a difference in the global crisis.

State representatives tackle
global climate challenge
Peter Tokofsky
Special to the Tribune

E

ven before returning home from the
United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Glasgow, Scotland, state
Sen. Josh Becker has proposed legislation that would
require California government operations to reach
net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2035. That’s 10
years ahead of the goal for
the entire state economy.
Becker hopes that his
“Build Clean Faster” agenda
will help California serve as
an example for other states
and the rest of the world
by reaching carbon neutral
goals ahead of the curve.
Becker, whose district includes the coast from Pacifica to Año Nuevo State Park,
was among more than 20
state legislators and officials
in the California delegation
led by Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis to the Glasgow con-

ference. Since taking office
last December, Becker has
joined other local representatives raising their voices
and taking actions addressing climate change.
Earlier this month, Assemblyman Kevin Mullin
made climate change the focus of a presentation to the
Pacifica Rotary Club, stressing that climate change is
already here and encouraging “all of us to do our own
part in our everyday lives”
to mitigate its impact. Peninsula Assemblyman Marc
Berman introduced AB1010
earlier this year, requiring
licensed architects to take
continuing education courses in carbon neutral construction. Becker noted that
cement and concrete account for 7 percent of the
world’s carbon emissions,
making clean construction
essential for reducing greenhouse gases.
Berman added that he
“looks forward to learning
more about the details of

Sen. Becker's proposal, and
teaming up with him in the
legislature to pass innovative
solutions to our climate crisis.”
California, with an economy that would rank among
that of the top five countries in the world, and with
10 percent of the U.S. population, has much at stake
as climate change alters geography and the economy.
Becker emphasized that
“the San Mateo coastline
is at greater risk from rising sea levels than any other segment of the California
shoreline,” echoing Mullin’s
observation that the impact
of coastal erosion is already
visible in Pacifica.
As part of the state’s climate resiliency budget allocation, Mullin secured $7.75
million toward the construction of a seawall at the base
of the bluff to stop further
erosion.
Speaking by phone from
Glasgow before a late dinner
with representatives from

other states and nations,
Becker also stressed the economic opportunities climate
change presents for the district. “We are ahead of the
curve with companies developing new technologies
for cars, homes and transforming the way we work.”
He added that in Glasgow
he discovered that “people from around the world
are keenly interested in and
aware of what we do in California.”
Among the major challenges for enabling state
operations to reach zero
emissions will be converting a fleet of about 56,000
vehicles. Currently only
2 percent of the vehicles
are zero-emissions. Under
Becker’s proposal, all state
buildings will also need to
rely on clean energy sources within little more than a
decade.
Becker argues that pushing California to undergo
t Climate | 2
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Six inches of rain on an October weekend overwhelmed
the Linda Mar pump station and caused the city to close the
adjacent beach. Now state officials are looking into whether
anything could have been done to prevent it.

Settlement | Oversized vehicle parking

City settles expensive
oversized vehicle
ordinance lawsuit
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

he city of Pacifica has
signed a settlement
agreement with plaintiffs in a class action lawsuit filed over the city’s oversized vehicle ordinance. The
agreement allows the city to
continue enforcement while
helping some toward permanent housing, and it avoids
spending more on legal fees
that had already ballooned
into six figures.
On March 15, the ACLU,
the Legal Aid Society of San
Mateo County and Disabil-

ity Rights Advocates filed a
class action lawsuit on behalf of plaintiffs Sean Geary,
Linda Miles, Jared Carr, Harry Bode and Stephen Sanders challenging the city’s ordinance and its vehicular
habitation ordinance. They
sought a court declaration
that the city’s oversized vehicle ordinance, which states
recreational vehicles may
park only on certain streets
where there is enough room
t Settlement | 2
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