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The city of Pacifica can make repairs to a storm-damaged city pier with the help of a large grant from the California Coastal
Conservancy.

Pacifica pier repair to move
forward with conservancy grant
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

he California Coastal
Conservancy authorized a grant in the
amount of $260,000 to repair the Pacifica pier at its
May 5 meeting.
The project financing for
the pier includes the Coastal Conservancy grant as
well as $500,000 from the
California Department of
Parks and Recreation and
$76,000 from the city of Pacifica for a project total of
$736,000.
The Conservancy staff report for the pier says Pacifica must provide a detailed
work program, schedule and
budget, and supply names
and qualifications for any
contractors to be retained.
It must also acknowledge

Conservancy funding and
show evidence that all permits and approvals required
to implement the project
have been obtained.
In addition, the city is required to incorporate the
guidelines of the Conservancy’s Coastal Access Project Standards.
In January 2021, high
waves and high tides damaged a 40-foot section of
the pier’s west-facing deck
and concrete railings. The
project consists of replacing all 164 pier panels, 110
of which were determined
to have moderate to severe
damage. The Beach Boulevard Infrastructure Resiliency Project will build a new
seawall that includes the
abutment at the foot of the
pier. The city has received
$1.5 million in state funds
for that project.
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Work on the Pacifica pier, coupled with the ongoing Beach
Boulevard Infrastructure Resiliency Project, is expected to shore
up an area of the city that lures tourist dollars to the city.

The very popular fishing
and walking pier has been
operated and maintained by
the city under a long-term
lease agreement with the
State Lands Commission.
The pier is adjacent to the
Coastal Trail.

On the grant applicant
qualifications, the Coastal Conservancy staff report
states the city’s Finance Department tracks all expenditures and works closely
▸ Pier | 2

7 eye Eshoo’s seat in Congress

F

or the past 30 years
Anna Eshoo has dominated elections to
represent Silicon Valley and
adjacent areas in Congress.
In both primary and runoff contests
Eshoo rarely fails to
receive well
over
60
percent of
the votes.
Anna Eshoo
This year
seven candidates will attempt to unseat her in the June 7 primary.
Approximately one-tenth
of the eligible voters in the
newly redrawn congressional district are residents
along the San Mateo County coast who have not seen
Eshoo on their ballot in a
decade. The congresswoman’s current district extends
north on the coast only as

far as San Gregorio, but the
new boundaries go all the
way to Daly City.
Because the district includes Silicon Valley, it has
outsized significance in national politics. Measured
by median income, the district is one of the wealthiest
in the United States. Silicon Valley
is central to
current national discussions
about regulating soJohn Fredrich cial media
and about
the role of technology in
tackling 21st century challenges.
Several candidates seem
to see coastal voters as a key
to advancing in the primary and have made repeated campaign appearances
here. Eshoo, too, has been
active connecting to Coastside residents. She already
has a network of supporters
here because she represented the coast as a San Mateo County supervisor from
1982-1992 and then in a
previous congressional district from 1992–2002.

here were two fires
in Pacifica over the
weekend that displaced families — and one
led to the loss of animal
companions.
A fire in a home at 238
Arroyo Drive on Sunday displaced two residents and
killed two dogs, said North
County Fire Authority Fire
Investigator Mack Srivieng.
Fire personnel saw smoke
and fire coming from the
backside of a single-family
home at about 10:31 a.m. on
May 8, Srivieng said. Firefighters found no trapped
residents but pulled three
dogs and one cat from the
smoke and fire, he said.
Firefighters worked to resuscitate the animals, but
two dogs did not survive,
Srivieng said. Two residents
were displaced by the fire
and received housing assistance through the Red
Cross, he said.
Firefighters prevented the
fire from damaging any other residences or other pri-

vate property, Srivieng said.
Fire personnel stayed on
the scene for about three
hours completing salvage
and overhaul operations, he
said,
The cause of the fire is
under investigation by the
North County Fire Authority Fire Prevention Division,
Srivieng said.
In a separate incident on
Friday, three residents at
216 Edgewood Drive were
treated for minor injuries
on the scene of a house fire,
Srivieng said. Five residents
were displaced by this fire
and have made alternative
housing arrangements, he
said.
Firefighters saw smoke
and fire coming from the
second floor of a single-family home at about 8:33 p.m.
on May 6, Srivieng said.
Firefighters were able to
contain the fire to the second-floor area, he said.
Fire personnel remained
on scene for 3 1/2 hours,
checking for fire extension
and completing salvage and
overhaul operations, Srivieng said. ▪
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By Peter Tokofsky
Staff writer
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At a recent forum the candidates were asked, “What
will you do specifically to
make Coastside constituents feel represented?” and
“How will you help with
coastal erosion, beach overcrowding and other issues
specific to this area?”
“I love the Coastside communities,”
Peter Ohtaki, former
Menlo Park
City Council member,
respondRichard Fox
ed. “The
best way to
reach out to those communities is many of the larger
events. The Half Moon Bay
Pumpkin Festival in October, Mavericks, all of those
are great opportunities for
us to be reaching out to the
Coastside communities and
engage directly with residents.”
Other candidates echoed
Ohtaki’s praise for the coast
while also emphasizing the
impact of climate change.
Some suggested there were
more effective ways to connect with constituents than
reaching out when thou-

sands of visitors flood the
area.
“Our Coastside communities are on the front line of
climate change,” said attorney and candidate Ajwang
Rading. He’s hoping to
open satellite offices in Half
Moon Bay and Pacifica to
stay close to residents and
their challenges. Eshoo also
said
she
believes it
is important to stay
Rishi Kumar close to the
people and
hold town hall meetings.
Following the events of
2020-21, Eshoo lists voting
rights and bipartisanship
high on her list of priorities. She has supported the
Biden agenda with votes in
favor of the American Rescue Plan and infrastructure
investments.
Challengers to Eshoo this
year include three Republicans, three Democrats and
an independent. Republicans reliably garner between 20 and 25 percent of
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Jefferson Union school
district invites
community to celebrate
By Peter Tokofsky
Staff writer

T

he Jefferson Union
High School District
is inviting students,
alumni, faculty and other
members of the school community to join in celebration
of two significant milestones
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Friday.
The event will combine observation of the district’s centennial anniversary with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony formally opening the new staff
housing facility at 705 Serramonte Blvd. in Daly City.
Jefferson High School

opened its doors in 1922.
The College of San Mateo
also offered its first classes
in that post-pandemic year.
Over the century both educational institutions continued to grow with the population on the Peninsula. Tiny
College of San Mateo, which
started with 50 students, is
now part of a district that includes three separate campuses serving more than
30,000 students. The college
district kicked off its centennial celebration earlier this
spring.
Three decades after Jeffer▸ Schools | 2
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Centennial Celebration Committee members Jeanne
Enriquez and Stephanie Tejada, both administrative assistants at the district office, unroll freshly printed banners in
preparation for this Friday's ceremony.
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