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Local Boards | Online meetings

Ordinance | Prohibit sales

Council considers
Most government boards
elect to stay remote, for now banning flavored

By Sarah Wright
and Jane Northrop
Staff writer

E

ver since the La Honda-Pescadero Unified
School District’s governing board meetings went
online due to the pandemic, attendance has skyrocketed. So has participation. But
board members acknowledge
that meetings are still missing Latino and parent community members. Now, the
state is giving elected officials
the power to decide whether
to meet in person or online,

and the future of meetings
is in the hands of officials
like those on the South Coast
school board.
Most local boards, including the Pacifica and Half
Moon Bay city councils, voted
this month to continue meeting online. Last week, Pacifica City Council voted unanimously to stay online and
decided to wait until its January meeting to have a full
discussion about moving to
in-person meetings.
The council has the authority to decide due to Assembly
Bill 361, which was signed by

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sept.
16. The new bill allows legislative bodies to conduct meetings by teleconference if the
board agrees that meeting in
person would create a risk to
the attendees. Local boards
have to re-approve a motion
to stay online each month.
City Manager Kevin Woodhouse said Pacifica City Council is looking to pilot a hybrid
model that provides call-in
options to the live meetings.
But that program would introduce costs, so either Pacific Coast Television or the city
would have to spend mon-

ey on new equipment. PCT
provided a proposal for a
phone-in connection system
providing options with costs
running between $950 and
$3,550, said City Clerk Sarah
Coffey.
The Half Moon Bay City
Council and Midcoast Community Council each also voted last week to stay remote.
Earlier this year, before the
mask mandate was reintroduced, the city of Half Moon
Bay conducted one in-person
public safety subcommittee
t Remote | 2

Protection | Trees in city

tobacco, sales in
city pharmacies

By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

he Pacifica City Council asked staff to bring
back a draft ordinance
for consideration that would
prohibit the sale of flavored
tobacco anywhere in Pacifica, except hookah tobacco,
which could be sold in over21 stores, prohibit the sale of
e-cigarettes and prohibit the
sale of tobacco products in
pharmacies.
City staff got the request
at the City Council’s Sept. 27
meeting and is working to
develop such an ordinance.
City Council had discussed
this ban at an earlier meeting
but decided to wait to see the
outcome of a new state law
that might have banned such

flavored products, said Police Chief Dan Steidle at the
City Council meeting. A new
state law, signed by the governor, would have banned the
sale of flavored tobacco products or a tobacco product flavor enhancer out of concern
that such products are attractive to minors. It was stopped
by a referendum that places
the issue on the November
2022 state ballot so voters will
decide whether to enact or repeal SB 793.
City Council listed the sale
of flavored tobacco as one of
its 17 priorities earlier this
year, Steidle said.
Tobacco-Free Kids, a nonprofit that works to reduce
youth access to tobacco, said
81 percent of youth started
t Tobacco | 2

Post Office | Bomb squad called

Suspicious package
at post office turns
out to be bread loaf
By Clay Lambert
Staff writer
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Large trees in Vallemar are candidates for heritage tree designation. A coalition of groups in Pacifica are giving the existing ordinance another look.

Boards discuss protection of
heritage trees across Pacifica
By Jane Northrop
Staff writer

T

hree groups took on
the task of evaluating
the existing heritage
tree ordinance in a recent
study session that could
lead to revisions of tree protectionswith
in Pacifica.
s and cultures,
dediIn Pacifica,
a heritage tree
of life for their
loved ones.
is defined as any tree, oththanweeucalyptus,
with a
ssure youerthat
will
trunk circumference of 50
inches, approximately 16
compassionate funeral

inches or more in diameter measured more than
24 inches above the natural
grade. Such trees are designated by the City Council to
be of special historical, environmental, or aesthetic value.
The Planning Commission, Parks, Beaches and
Recreation
Commission
and the Beautification Advisory Committee as well
as residents provided feedback to a presentation by the
city’s consultant, Davey Resources Group, on Sept. 28.
The next step will be to present the compiled comments
to City Council, said Sam
Bautista, deputy director of

public works.
“There is an important
safety need to remove trees,
and the city’s ordinance
needs to be updated to reflect the current state of the
urban forest,” Bautista said.
Pacifica passed its first
heritage tree ordinance in
1984, but there have been
revisions since then. The
current ordinance has been
in effect since Jan. 10, 1990.
In 1995, City Council addressed potential negative
outcomes from logging operations in the city. Exemptions to the logging operations for necessary removals
with a city permit were established in 1999. In 2006,

requirements for the maintenance and preservation of
city trees were adopted.
The city contracted with
Davey Resource Group to
work on Part 1 of a work
plan to review and update
the heritage tree ordinance
and the maintenance and
preservation of city trees
provisions. The city does not
have an urban forest management plan, which would
help it with grants to fund
tree inventories or urban reforestation, Bautista said.
Two work plans will eventually develop an urban forest management plan, ort Trees | 2

A

steaming, freshly
baked loaf of bread
led to the evacuation
of the U.S. post office on
West Manor Drive, the closure of nearby streets and a
call to the San Mateo County
Sheriff’s bomb squad on the
afternoon of Sept. 25.
Of course, authorities
didn’t know that at the time.
It all started at 5:05 p.m.
on Sept. 25, when postal employees called 911 to report
a suspicious package. They
told authorities the package was warm to the touch,
smoking and it appeared the
box was turning black. The
Pacifica Police Department
and North County Fire Au-
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Workers at the Manor Drive post office found a suspicious
package, which spurred a call to the county bomb squad.
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thority personnel scrambled
to the scene.
First-responders decided
to call in the bomb squad
to assess the package. The
building was evacuated
and adjacent streets closed
to traffic. Nearby residents
were told to shelter in place.
Forty minutes later the
bomb squad arrived and,
according to a release from
the police department, “at
approximately 6:20 p.m.,
the bomb squad personnel determined the package
did not contain any harmful
material.”
What was in it?
“It was described as
a ‘freshly baked loaf of
bread,’” explained Pacifica
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