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COVID vaccinations begin for ages 5-11
By TOM BAKER
tbaker@palltimes.com

FULTON — Ask any parent who
has ever taken their young child to
the doctor for an immunization and
they will sometimes describe a mildly upsetting visit.
But at G. Ray Bodley High School
in Fulton on Friday, where the Fulton City School District in partner-

ship with the Oswego County Health
Department held its ﬁrst COVID-19
pediatric vaccination clinic, things
were going as hoped for, according
to Brian Pulvino, Fulton City School
District superintendent.
“I went over Friday afternoon and
spoke with Diane Oldenburg, who’s
our point person with the DOH,”
Pulvino said. “The feedback was it
was going very well. It seemed par-

ents were arriving, checking in, and
children were being vaccinated. And
even the waiting area in the cafeteria was set up with a movie going on,
with coloring books and crayons to
keep the children occupied during the
post-vaccination observation time.”
Vaccinations for 5- to 11-year-olds
were authorized on Oct. 29 after the
Food and Drug Administration authorized the Pﬁzer-BioNTech COV-

ID-19 vaccine for emergency use in
that age group.
For the 5-11 age group, vaccine
doses are one-third of those for
adults, according to Jodi Martin, Oswego County Health Department supervising public health nurse.
Pulvino said by the time he got to
the school clinic around 4:15 p.m., of
See COVID VACCINATIONS, Page 5
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Second annual
‘Home for the
Holidays’ weekend
set in Oswego
OSWEGO — Mayor Billy Barlow announced Tuesday a package of holiday-themed events and
activities taking place in Oswego
during the weekend from Dec. 3-5
to promote small businesses and
spread the holiday spirit through the
Oswego community.
“Our ﬁrst ‘Home for the Holidays” weekend last year was very
popular, particularly the Santa Slow
Roll, so we have another great
weekend of fun activities planned
to get the community in the holiday spirit and support our local
businesses,” Barlow said. “We look
forward to kicking off the holiday
season with the tree lighting event
on Nov. 27 and want to continue the
holiday spirit right up to the New
Year.”
Santa Slow Roll: The Oswego Fire Department will parade
Santa Claus and Mayor Barlow
through city neighborhoods Dec.
3-4 for children to see Santa from
a safe distance. Santa will make his
rounds on the east side on Dec. 3
and will visit the west side Dec. 4,
each night from 6-8 p.m. Visit the
city website or the mayor’s Facebook page to check the route and
estimated time schedule.
Downtown Deals: Beginning
Dec. 4 and going through Dec. 6,
downtown Oswego businesses, including restaurants, will be offering
in-store discount sales and exclusive dining specials.
Carolers: Roaming carolers will
travel through downtown, spreading holiday cheer, throughout the
weekend Dec. 3-5.
Local Business Mega Rafﬂe:
Enter into the small business sponsored Mega Rafﬂe by making a
purchase at a participating shop or
restaurant.
BOGO Blizzard Bucks: A total of
$50,000 in buy one, get one Blizzard Bucks go on sale at the city
of Oswego Visitors Center, 201 W.
First St., at 1 p.m. Dec. 2.
The city of Oswego will ofﬁcially
kick off the holiday season with
the annual downtown tree lighting
event on Saturday, Nov. 27, at 6
p.m., followed by a ﬁreworks display over the Oswego River. The
tree lighting will be lived streamed
on the mayor’s Facebook page.
For additional information on the
“Home for the Holidays” weekend
or the Oswego Tree Lighting event,
contact the Oswego Ofﬁce of Economic Development at 315-9087479 or visit www.oswegony.org.
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Oswego Fireﬁghters Local 126 assists with
Human Concerns Thanksgiving baskets
Oswego Fireﬁghters Local 126 members and the Human Concerns Center came together Tuesday for their annual
Thanksgiving Dinner delivery event providing local families with food in time for the holiday. Started more than three decades ago, the tradition “illustrates the connection to the community” local ﬁreﬁghters have, according to Oswego Fire
Chief Randy Grifﬁn, who noted there were more than 150 dinners given out during this year’s event. “This is something
we have done with retirees who come out from retirement in the cold to help with this important event. It supports the
community and that’s really at our core — helping people,” Grifﬁn said Tuesday. Pictured, Stephen Merron (left) and
retired ﬁreﬁghter Rob McCarey pack a box with a turkey for Thanksgiving.

Oswego County’s ﬁrst school
therapy dog comes to PACS
By GREG CASTER
gcaster@palltimes.com

PULASKI — Pulaski Academy
and Central School District (PACS)
administrators welcomed a new
furry friend to the Lura M. Sharp Elementary School this month.
District leaders, School Resource
Ofﬁcer Regan Roach, and the Oswego County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce on Friday
introduced the county’s ﬁrst school
therapy dog — a 1-year-old English
cream golden retriever named River.
River, owned and cared for by
Roach, will join the resource ofﬁcer
three days a week at Sharp Elementary and help students manage stress.
Getting the dog established and
comfortable in the school has been
a long time coming but after months
of work and training, it has paid off,
according to Sharp Elementary Principal Joelle Hendry.
“This has been a vision of mine for
many years,” Hendry said Monday.
“It was something we wanted to do
to bring another level of comfort and
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River, Lura M. Sharp Elementary School’s new therapy dog, started last week
and according to school district leaders, young students have been overjoyed
by her presence.

support to our students and staff in
the building.”
Hendry said students have responded exceptionally well to River
and that the dog adds “a nice calming peace” to the school environ-

ment. She noted students who have
joined River on her walks around the
building with Ofﬁcer Roach said they
often play or read to her during her
See OSWEGO COUNTY’S, Page 5

M A Y O R B I L LY B A R L O W P R E S E N T S :

THE 2021

Christmas Tree
LIGHTING EVENT
& FIREWORKS OVER THE RIVER

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH
Santa Visits-Train Rides-Horse Carrage Rides-Ice Sculpture Carving-Kids Activities-Craft Vendors
Live performances by Creation Dance Studio, Gina Marie Music, Chris Wiehl&CNYArts
Live Holiday TV Special Program begns at 5:00pm
Watch live: (F) Mayor Billy Barlow (Y) City of Oswego
Christmas Tree Lighting at 6:00pm
Fireworks over the Oswego River at 6:10pm

OSWEGO COUNTY — Oswego
County Public Health Director Jiancheng Huang announced this week
that 559 additional residents tested
positive for COVID-19 during the
previous week.
This brings the total cumulative
number of positive cases since the
county began monitoring for COVID-19 in March 2020 to 14,360.
Currently, there are 634 active positive cases, and four more COVID19-related deaths were reported in
the past week.
“I’m sorry to report that we’ve lost
four more neighbors to this disease,”
said Huang. “Their deaths are a setback in our battle against COVID-19
and our condolences go out to their
loved ones.”
Huang reminds residents that the
COVID-19 virus is still active in
the community. “We have seen our
seven-day new case counts increase
recently,” he said. “They are back in
the middle 500s, where they were in
the middle of October. This poses a
high risk to those who are not fully
vaccinated or are otherwise vulnerable.”
He also announced that, in the last
week, a handful of regional and local hospitals started reporting hospitalizations of county residents to
the health department. They include
Oswego Hospital; Upstate University, Crouse and St. Joseph’s hospitals
in the Syracuse area; and Samaritan
Hospital in Watertown.
“We’re happy to have these summaries to be able to share them with
residents,” he said. “On Sunday, Nov.
21, there were 26 Oswego County
residents hospitalized.”
The age distribution of these 26 patients is: 7.69% ages 18 and younger;
15.38% ages 19-45; 26.92% ages 4664; and 50% ages 65 and older.
Huang said that it’s worth noting
that all age groups are impacted by
hospitalization. “With high virus activity, both unvaccinated and not fully vaccinated individuals are at higher risk of contracting the virus,” he
said. “We strongly encourage those
residents to get vaccinated as soon
as they can. The COVID-19 vaccine
is now widely available through our
clinics and in many local pharmacies
and health care providers’ ofﬁces as
well.”
Juang added that the data is not
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NOVEMBER 27TH
2:00PM-7:00PM
Donald R. Hill Civic Plaza, Downtown Oswego

