
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AND AWARD WINNING CARE

Surgery Excellence
Serving southeastern and central Iowa with compassionate and trusted
surgical care dedicated to you. The caring surgeons, anesthetists,
nurses of Mahaska Health’s Surgery Services go the extra mile every
day to ensure a comfortable and personalized experience for patients
of all ages.

Mahaska Health has been awarded the region’s only Iowa Center of
Excellence for General Surgery and Surgical and Medical Oncology.
Mahaska Health’s General Surgery Teams provide exceptional care for
our patients, all in one convenient location. Our highly specialized
surgery teams are experts in their field and offer the most
comprehensive surgical care in the region. We are here to provide you
with state-of-the-art medical equipment, advanced technology, and a
team of professionals – all while being close to home.

To talk to a specialist or to schedule an appointment,
please call 641.672.3360.

Iowa Center of Excellence
General Surgery and
Surgical & Medical Oncology
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PUTNEY AUCTION SERVICELIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

/PUTNEYAUCTION Ron Riggen Estate
F E i t T l L d G d d H h ld

Single family homewith ½ partially
finished basement located on a beautiful
lot with mature trees and established
landscape. Located within walking

distance of schools and downtown Pella.

1,352 SF of finished living space
3 bedrooms
1 and½ Baths

Laundry on themain floor
Central A/C and Heat

Paved driveway
Storage shed

2 car garage. 576 SF (24FW x 24F L)
Lot Dimensions 50F X 145F

7,250 SF

Closing agent: Heather Vander Heiden, RealClear Settlement,
702Washington St, Pella, IA 50219

Sale Terms:
10% down the day of auction. Balance is due at closing in or about 30 days.

Property is being sold as is condition.
Requires court approval and current mortgage payoff.

Absentee preapproved bids accepted.

Real Estate Auction Pella, IA
Live Auction Date Postponed to November 5th @ 5:30pm

Sale location / Property address:
907 Columbus St, Pella, IA 50219

Viewing by
appointment.

www.putneyauction.com • (515) 961-4124

TRACTORS IMPLEMENTS & LAWNMOWERS: 2003 JD 6420 MFWD, Cab, 16/16 Power Quad w/Left Reverser, 2 Slide & 2 Rear Remotes, Near New 380/85R24 Front Tires,
Very Good 18.4R38 Rears, w/640 Joystick Loader & 7’ Bucket, Only Used to Mow &Move Hay, Shows Only 3940 Hrs, SN L06420H376403. 2018 BX 2680 Kubota D, 4WD w/344
Loader & 4’ Bucket, PTO Has Never Been Used, Only 69 Hrs, SN 15324; JD 445 Zero Turn EZ Trak 54” Deck Showing Only 380 Hrs, Recently Serviced by Van Wall Implement.
JD MX7 7’ 3 Pt Rotary Mower, 540 RPM, Purchased New w/Minimal Use. 3 Bale Spears, 1 Frontier Quick Attach & 2-3 Pt; 8’ Int’l 3 Pt Blade; 3 Pt Quick Hitch Cat II; Tractor
Umbrellas; 2 Implement Wheels 11Lx15; 1-15.5x38 Firestone Tire & Tube; 20” Gas Powered B&S Eng Pushmower, Needs Blade.
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT: 14” DeWalt Chopsaw, Used Only 3 Times; Large 24” Barn Fan, 3 Yrs Old; 2-MS170 Stihl Chainsaws; 120V 150PSI Porter Cable Pancake Air Comp;
10” Craftsman Tablesaw & Radial Arm Saw; Delta Miter Saw; 3 Bench Grinders; 120V Lincoln Weld Pak 100 Arc Welder; 16’ Extra HD Log Chain & Others; 2 Port Air Tanks; 2
Handyman Jacks; Craftsman 3/4” Socket Set & Others; Honda Mantis Tiller, Needs Carb; Arc-180 AC-DCWelder, Large Chain Binder; 3/4” x 100’ Sewer Tape; Sears 5HP 16 Gal
W/D Shop Vac; 18’ Alum Folding Ext & 24’ Alum Ext Ladders & Others; 7 1/4” Makita Circular Saw; Kreg Pocket-Hole Jig 720; Mechainical Fence Stretcher, 2 Rolls Barbed Wire;
5 Elec Fencers, 3 Solar, Elec Fence Posts & Other Fencing Items; Very large Asst of Stick Tools, Modern & Old; Misc Hand Tools, Sockets, Pipe Wrenches & Support Items Found
in the FarmWorkshop; Several Misc Tools to Include Farm, Garden, Yard & Primitives.
4-H EQUIPMENT TO INCLUDE: Show Blankets; Old Wooden Show Box; Hand Tools; Squirrel Cage Fan; Rubbermaid 2.3’ x 4.6’ Weather Proof Outdoor Storage, Unassembled;
Dog Crate; 2-8’ Wooden Folding Banquet Tables.
HOUSEHOLD: 42” Modern Oak Dining Table w/2 Leaves, Claw Feet & 4 Cushioned Roller Chairs; Large Oak 2 Pc L-Shaped Desk; 60” Vizio Smart TV; 62” Oak TV Console;
Large Modern Oak Executive Office Center to Include Large 2 Pc L-Shaped Desk, 2 Piers & Large Armoire; 4 Pc Bedroom Set to Include Oark Oak Bed w/Under Dresser & Head-
board Complete w/Queen Size Beauty Rest Plush Pillowtop Mattress; Five Drawer Chest & 2 Nightstands; Flex Steel Blue Plaid Sofa Sleeper, Corner Elec Fireplace-Heater; Child’s
Cyclone Chair; King Size Sleep Number Bed, Comp; Plus Much More!!
FIREARMS:

Thomas Eveland Estate

AUCTION
Saturday, October 26th@10:00 AM

2638 215th St • New Sharon, IA
Directions: 3 Miles East of Oskaloosa on Hwy 92, Turn North of Lake Keomah Exit on Queens Ave 3 Miles, Turn Left on 215th. Watch for Signs!!
Auctioneer’s Note: Due to the Passing of Tom, Joyce Has SoldTheir Farm &Moving Out of State. A Very Wide Variety of Items Offered onThis
Auction. Hope to See YouThere!!

Tractors, Implements & Lawnmowers - Antiques & Collectibles - Firearms
Household Tools & Equipment - Woodworking Items

1. 32 H&R Cal Dbl Act Professional Charter Arms, Stainless Steel,
Shot Very Little, “Must Have a Permit to Purchase”

2. 12 Ga Pump Revelation
3. 16 Ga Bolt Act Mod 190 Mossberg, Missing Clip
4. 12 Ga Bolt Act S. Shot Mod 124 Stevens Plastic Stock
5. 12 Ga Bolt Act Mod 349 Gamester H&R w/Factory Van Choke
6. 12 Ga Bolt Act Single Shot 124c Stevens Plastick Stock
7. 12 Ga Break Open Single Shot Eastern Arms
8. 12 Ga Pump Mod 30 Westernfield on Browning Ptd, Raised Rib
9. 12 Ga Pump Mod 620-A Stevens

10. Large Cal Vintage Rifle, “Rough”
11. 22 Cal Falling Block Stevens 1/2 Rnd 1/2 Hex Brl
12. 20 Ga Bolt Act Mossberg Mod 185d
13. 22LR Falling Block Stevens 1/2 Rnd 1/2 Hex BrI Mod Field Stock
14. .177 Cal Pump Crosman Powermaster
15. BB Powerline 880 Daisy
16. BB Lever Act Mod 103 Daisy
17. .177 Cal Pump Powermaster 66 Crosman
18. BB Lever Act Mod 1938B Red Ryder

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Old 24” Steel Anvil; Lightning Rod Tops, Some w/Veins; Wooden Steel Rimed Miniature Wagon & Hand Crafted Toddlers Wooden Scooter,
Both Authenticated Over 100 Yrs Old; Brown’s Orig Pine Tar Soap Wooden Box on Casters; Oak Highboy Dresser; Oak Ladies Drop Front Desk; Marble Top Dresser w/Teardrop
Pulls; Oak Mantle Clock w/Gilbert Works, Purchased in Oskaloosa, IA From NC Adlone; 3/4 Headboard w/Spoon Carving; Old Horizontal Drill on Board, “Miners Drill”; River-
side Oak C.I. Potbelly Stove; 5 Gal Western Crock; 3 Tier Plant Stand; Barn Planters; Vintage House Jack; Old Continuity Tester Made in Centerville, IA; Milk Box; 2 Full Wooden
Cases 10 Oz Swirl Pepsi Bottles; Army Foot Locker & Old Hope Chest; Several Old Picture Frames; Several Different Old Farm Primitives; Horse Collars; Plus Much, Much More
Too Numerous to List!!

1215 S. 17th STREET
OSKALOOSA, IA • 641-673-3051

Friday, October 25th

5:30pm - 7:00pm
Meal includes:

Shrimp or Tenderloin Sandwich
Fries, Baked Beans & Coleslaw

Shrimp or Tenderloin Sandwich

VFW
AUXILIARY

$10.00
HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY TO FOLLOW

Costume Contest • 1st, 2nd & 3rd place cash prizes
1st - $50, 2nd - $30 & 3rd - $20

Judging starts at 8:30pm • Entertainment by DJ Bob 7-11

Open to Public • Carryout Available

S

Mahaska County Outreach Thrift Store
114 N. 1st St. • Oskaloosa • 641-672-2908

Hours: T-F 9-5; Sat. 10-3; Closed Sun. & Mon.
@ The Official Mahaska County Outreach Thrift Store

Boots For The
Whole Family

Buy One
Get 2nd

Pair
50% Off

Effective 10/23/24 - 10/29/24

1102 South 11th • Oskaloosa • 641-673-6323
For persons 62 years of age or older, disabled regardless of age.

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Now Taking
Applications

-Welcome Home -
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All ad items are while supplies last.
Ad Dates: 10/23/24 - 10/29/24

205 North E St., Oskaloosa, IA (641) 673-3439

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-7

Sat 9-6
Sun 10-5

FALL GNOMES
& SCARECROWS

CANDLE WARMERS &
WAX MELTS

HALLOWEEN
COSTUMES

HALLOWEEN
PLUSH

HALLOWEEN
CANDY

FALL SIGNS

MAHASKA DRUGS

OCTOBER 23RD - 25TH, 2024
Come if you dare for ghoulicious
baked goods! All proceeds will go
to the Downtown Dancing Lights

HALLOWEEN

Bake
Sale

Bring all your little ghosts, goblins,
pirates, and princesses for treats

and refreshments at Mahaska Drug.

Bring all your little ghosts goblins

35TH ANNUAL
Autumn Fest

October 31st, 2024
4-8 p.m.

No early line-ups or saving places in the line
will be allowed. Anyone using foul language
or rude behavior will be asked to leave.

Please remember this is a fun family event.
In case of bad weather, the event will be

moved to Friday, November 1.

NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION
DRUG TAKE BACK DAY
Saturday Oct. 26th, 2024. 10am-2pm

Mahaska Drug Parking Lot
Turn in your unused or expired

prescription medication for safe disposal.

Sponsored by
Oskaloosa Police Department and

Mahaska County Sheriff Department

Mahaska Drug
12th Annual

Pumpkin Carving Contest 2024
mpkins may be dropped off October 28th and

October 29th Before 5:00pm
Prizes will be awarded November 4th

If you wish to take your pumpkin home after the
contest, pick up by November 1st. Mahaska Drug is
not responsible for any damage that may occur.

here are 2 categories! Winners for each
category will win $50!

12 Years & Under, and 13 years & older!

um

If y

P

hhTT

nd

he

d

tt

1427 34th Ave SW, Altoona
altoona@theaapg.com

515-556-3753

PRICES
HAVE BEEN

REDUCED!

A GREAT PLACE
TO CALL HOME!

A maintenance-free alternative lifestyle to home ownership for 55+

Open House November 2nd 2-4PM
Take a Saturday drive with family or friends to
Altoona for dinner, shopping and join us at our

Classic 55+ Community open house!

• Great room with fireplace, serving
kitchen & outdoor patio with grill.

• Fitness center, workshop, clubroom,
library with grand piano, & garden plots.

• Centrally located elevator.
• Indoor mail boxes for pickup and drop
off.

• Secured building.
• Indoor & outdoor maintenance provided.

• A complete kitchen, large pantry with
laminate counter tops & stainless
steel sink.

• Large walk-in closets.
• Bathrooms have walk-in showers
and linen closets.

• Individual attached heated garage.

EACH HOME FEATURESCOMMON AREAS

A 52577
641-673-5643

www.mahaskahearing.com

714 A Ave. West, Oskaloosa, IA
641 673 5643

$500 OFF
A Set of
Premium
Hearing
Aids

Kristi Foster
BSN, HIS, Owner

We’ll offer a free hearing screening
and a no-obligation demonstration
of the latest hearing technology.

Appointments are limited.
Call 641-673-5643 to reserve your space.

Pre-Holiday
Hearing Checkup
November 4-8, 2024

OUR GIFT TO YOU!
www.IowaHearing.com

Best Warranties & Follow-up Care in Iowa w 98% Patient Satisfaction

Penn Central Mall - 200 High Ave West Ste 2

Wearing Hearing Aids can reduce dementia
symptoms by up to 75%!

Call today 641-632-9770

$500 off per device on our best series,
the Concept C if free hearing screening booked by Oct 31, 2024

You become
2 to 5 times
more likely to

develop dementia
when hearing loss
goes untreated!

Call
Concept by IOWA
Hearing - today at
641-632-9770 for
your FREE hearing

screening

*This offer may not be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or applied to prior purchases.

Feedlot & Herding jobs now available at Amana Farms

One of Iowa’s largest contiguous farms, the Amana Farms is made up of 26,000
acres with award-winning crop fields, a 2,000 cow/calf herd, a 4,000 head cattle
feedlot, an anaerobic digester, and Iowa’s largest privately held forest.

HERDSMEN provide all care and management to a functioning cow/calf herd
and associated grazing lands, fences and water resources. Duties include
feeding, watering, herding, grazing, castrating, branding, weighing, catching
and loading animals. Minimal horse work involved; atv’s primarily used.

FEEDLOT employees assist in the production of fed cattle and feeder cattle.
Duties include maintaining equipment, performing yard maintenance, cleaning
animal housing, and operating tractors, trucks and implements to feed cattle
and clean bed pens.

Full benefits available after 90 days along with
opportunities for advancement. On average,
scheduled work 50 hours per week.

Pay starts at $17 - $22 per hour. Employees can
earn up to $80,000 per year, including bonuses!

Contact Laura Sue at 319-622-3953 or
email lswoods@amanas.net for more information!

Stay Connected

AnimalHealthCenterIA.com

Animal Health Center of Ottumwa
305 Richmond Avenue, Ottumwa, Iowa 52501
641-682-8701

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Book your appointment today
with Dr. Clint Hodson and Dr. Jordan Stephenson

Small Animal Services Large Animal Services Grooming

1210 B Ave. West
Oskaloosa, Iowa

641-673-5170
hairdesignerssalon.com

Boutique
Now Open!
Stop in and check out
all the fresh styles!

Tues-Thurs: 9am-6pm
Fri: 9am-4pm
Sat: 9am-1pm

Sun-Mon: Closed
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Wednesday
Margarita D
$3.50 (Reg.$7)

Mon.-Thurs. 11AM-9PM,
Fri.-Sat. 11AM-10PM,
and Sun. 11AM-8:30PM

110 E. Main • Knoxville, IA
641-842-3800

Lunch Special:
Buy 1 Lunch meal, get one half off
One per customer per visit. Please present coupon when ordering.

Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/24. Ask server for details.

One per customer per visit. Please present coupon when ordering.
Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/24. Ask server for details.

Get $5 off
$25 or more Purchase$

Day

10/31/24.

$3 off your lunch order
Get $3 off between 11AM & 3PM!
Only available for lunch menu. One per customer per visit.

Please present coupon when ordering. Dine-in only.
Expires 10/31/24. Ask server for details.

Tom’s Tree Service
Serving Oskaloosa and surrounding areas

No Job Too Large or Small!!!
641-856-7140

www.ttsriowa.com • jptree0808@gmail.com

• Insured
• Topping, Trimming

& Tree Removal
• Emergency Service
• Land Clearing
• Free Estimates
• Free Mulch/

Firewood

Iowa Skin Clinic




Specializing in Diseases and Cancers of Skin

Accepting New Patients
Medicare and all Major Insurance Plans Accepted.

312 A Ave. East • Oskaloosa
641-672-0123

PELLA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Assistant Director of Food Service
Will assist the Food Service Director in the
operation of the Child Nutrition Program

Please Apply on our Website - www.pellaschools.org
or contact greg.ebeling@pellaschools.org or 641-628-1111

EOE/AA

Posted 9/27/2024

PELLA LITTLE DUTCH ACADEMY
IMMEDIATE OPENING

Caregiver/Associate for Preschool
& Wrap-Around Care

**Full Time - Hours could vary from day to day = flexiblility

Apply Online at pellaschools.com/careers

EOE/AA

Contact sarah.kuennen@pellaschools.org with questions.

Posted 9/26/2024

(641) 651-0350

INFO@MAMAMAIDS.COM

WWW.MAMAMAIDS.COM

• Located 5 Miles Northwest of Moravia, IA
• Combination of Timber, Pasture, and Row

Crop Acres
• Secluded Recreational Farm in Monroe

County

160.00 Acres m/l
Monroe County, IA

LAND
FOR SALE

Washington 319-382-3343
www.Hertz.ag

•

PROMPT
PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE

Tim DeJong -Owner
Open Mon. -Fri. 8-5

Follow Us On Facebook

1214 A Ave.West.Oskaloosa, IA
641-673-9406 · 641-660-9999

Ask about our
Grille Guards &

Truck bed
Tonneau covers

Fall Is Here

6411 666600 22553366111-666666660000-222555333666111-666666660000-222555333666

SAVE THE DATE

The Capri Theater
New Sharon • 641-637-4055

WHITE BIRD
Rated: PG-13

Shows: Oct. 25-27
Show Times:
7 p.m. - Friday

7 p.m. - Saturday
2 p.m. - Sunday

Making LocalMaking Local
CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS

Check back daily for updates! 

We are the leading 
local resource for 

finding and promoting 
events, activities and 

entertainment! 

SCAN HERE to 
SEE WHAT’S 
HAPPENING

IN OUR 
COMMUNITY

Print • Online • Mobile
641-672-2581 • www.oskaloosa.com
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READY FOR YOUR ARRIVAL
Gathering with loved ones means more than ever. Laugh, hug, play and relax. The eight  

hotels and resorts along Alabama’s Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail offer legendary locations to  
safely reconnect. From the shores of the Tennessee River to Mobile Bay, come experience  

world-class hospitality in picturesque settings. Plunge into resort pools. Relax in luxury spas.  
Play RTJ golf. Enjoy farm-to-table cuisine. We are open and will be here waiting for you. 

Visit rtjresorts.com.

RTJ1209Ready_RTJ_CNHI_FIN.indd   1 5/14/20   2:02 PM
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INGREDIENTS:
1 pound ground turkey
1 medium yellow 
onion, diced
1 green bell pepper, 
chopped
2-3 garlic cloves, 
minced
15-ounce can pure 
pumpkin puree 
14.5-ounce can kidney 
beans, drained
Two 14.5-ounce cans 
black beans, drained
Two 14.5-ounce cans 
fire-roasted diced 
tomatoes, undrained
8-ounce can tomato 
sauce
2 tablespoons chili 
powder
1 tablespoon cumin
1 tablespoon pumpkin 
pie spice
1 teaspoon sugar
Salt and pepper, to 
taste

CROCK POT 
PUMPKIN AND 
TURKEY CHILI

T his chili recipe is rich, hearty and super 
easy. It doesn’t have the same flavor as a 
Tex-Mex chili but the basic flavors are 

there. The cumin and chili powder are just 
right, making it not too spicy. This is a great 
meal to throw together on a busy fall day, letting 
the crock pot do all the work for you.

DIRECTIONS:
1. Brown the turkey 
in a large pan over 
medium-high heat.
2. Toss the turkey 
in the crock pot and 
add in the bell pepper, 
onion and garlic. 
3. Add in the toma-
toes, beans, tomato 
sauce, pumpkin and all 
of the spices.
4. Stir everything 
together. 
5. Set to cook on high 
6-8 hours or on low 
for 8-10. You can add 
a little chicken broth 
if it’s too thick for your 
liking. 
6. Add any chili top-
pings of your choice 
such as sour cream, 
cheese, green onions, 
corn chips or more. 
This would also go 
great with cornbread. 

INGREDIENTS:
1 ½ cups butter, 
softened
8 ounces cream 
cheese, softened
3 cups granulated 
sugar
6 large eggs
3 cups all-purpose flour
¼ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon real vanilla 
extract
½ teaspoon almond 
extract

FOR THE GLAZE
1 cup powdered sugar
2 tablespoons pure 
pumpkin (not the pie 
mix)
1 tablespoon water
¼ teaspoon cinnamon 

MINI CREAM CHEESE POUND CAKES 
WITH PUMPKIN GLAZE

T his mini pound cake is dense and moist with a subtle sweet flavor. These delightful cakes 
are made all the more delicious by the addition of a wonderful spiced pumpkin glaze that 
adds a bit of sweetness to this dessert. They are a holiday must.

DIRECTIONS:
1. Beat butter and cream 
cheese with an electric mixer 
until creamy. Gradually add 
sugar, beating well. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating until 
yellow disappears.
2. Combine flour and salt. 
Gradually add to butter mix, 
beating at low speed just 
until blended. Stir in vanilla 
and almond flavorings. 
3. Spoon batter into paper-lined muffin cups, filling three-quarters full.
4. Bake at 350 degrees for 16 to 18 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in 
the center comes out clean. 
5. Cool in pans for 10 minutes. Remove from pans and let cool completely 
on a wire rack. Remove cupcake papers and place cakes on a pan or 
serving dish.
6. For the glaze, mix powdered sugar, pumpkin puree, water and 
cinnamon until well blended.
7. Drizzle pumpkin glaze over cooled cakes and serve. 

INGREDIENTS:
8 cups Chex cereal
6 tablespoons butter
¾ cup brown sugar
3 tablespoons corn syrup
¼ teaspoon baking soda
8-ounce package Reese’s 
mini cups
1 cup dry roasted 
peanuts
1 cup marshmallows, 
mini
1 cup chocolate chips 
(milk or semi sweet)
1 cup peanut butter chips
2-4 tablespoons heavy 
cream 

CHOCOLATE PEANUT BUTTER CHEX MIX

T his recipe takes Chex mix to a whole new level. It’s filled with cereal, Reese’s mini cups, 
marshmallows, peanut butter chips and chocolate chips. The recipe makes quite a bit. This 
is perfect for a party or to leave on the counter during the holidays. 

DIRECTIONS:
1. Line a large cookie sheet with 
waxed paper and set aside. Melt 
butter, brown sugar and corn syrup 
over low heat in a large pot. Stir 
until combined and add the baking 
soda.
2. Add cereal and stir until evenly 
coated. 
3. Pour mixture onto cookie sheet 
and spread out evenly. 
4. Pour bag of mini Reese’s over 
warm cereal mix. Add nuts and 
marshmallows. 
5. In same pot (now empty), add 
1 cup peanut butter chips and 
2 tablespoons of heavy cream. Stir 
until melted.

6. When melted, drizzle over the 
mix on cookie sheet.
7. Repeat the same steps using the 
chocolate chips.
8. Drizzle chocolate. Allow mix-
ture to cool, and break into pieces. 

INGREDIENTS:
1 cup canned pumpkin pie filling
1 cup sugar
½ cup canola oil
1 egg
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder

1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 
chunks
1 teaspoon baking soda 
dissolved in 1 teaspoon milk
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
½ teaspoon salt 

PUMPKIN CHOCOLATE CHUNK COOKIES

W e couldn’t wait to try this cookie as soon as it came out of the oven. All the great tastes of fall are in this cookie. It’s a fluffy, moist 
cake-like pumpkin cookie that’s full of chocolate chunks. And they don’t have a strong pumpkin spice flavor, as the spices are mixed in 
with the pumpkin pie filling. It’s a great balance of flavor. This tasty recipe is also easy to make, so the whole family can pitch in.

DIRECTIONS:
1. By hand, beat together the pumpkin 
pie mix, egg, vanilla and oil.
2. Beat in the sugar. 
3. Add flour, baking powder, 
dissolved baking soda, salt and cinna-
mon. Mix well. 

4. Fold in chocolate chunks. 
5. Drop cookies onto lightly greased 
cookie sheet or one lined with parch-
ment paper.
6. Bake 10-12 minutes at 375 degrees.
7. Remove and let cool for 15 minutes 
before serving. 

When it comes to Halloween parties, the truly legendary ones need three things: top-notch costumes 
and lots of food and decorations. Spooky treats are the ultimate way to really keep the thrills coming, 

and we’ve got the recipes for any sort of get-together, whether you’re hosting or heading out.
As with many 

celebrations, Halloween is 
steeped in traditions — 
many of which can be 
traced back quite some 
time. Since Halloween is 
believed to have 
originated from Celtic 
pagan, ancient Roman 
and early Christian 
events, its traditions are 
varied. The following is a 
look at some associated 
with Halloween.

BONFIRES
Historians trace many 

traditions of Halloween to 
a Celtic holiday known as 
Samhain (pronounced 
sow-in). The Celts lived 
2,000 years ago in parts 
of what is now Northern 
France, Great Britain and 
Ireland.

During Samhain, people 
believed that the door 
between the worlds of the 
living and the dead was 
blurred. On Samhain, 
Celts believed the ghosts 
of the dead returned. It 
was customary to build 
large, sacred bonfires and 
burn crops and other 
sacrifices to the Celtic 
deities.

WITCHES
Almanac.com indicates 

that, during the Middle 
Ages, women who 
practiced divination were 
dubbed “witches,” from 
the Anglo-Saxon word 
“wicce,” or “wise one.” It 
was believed 
the witches 
could go 
into a 
trancelike 
state, and 
would do so in 
front of their fireplaces. 
Superstitious people 
believed the witches 
could fly out of their 
chimneys on broomsticks 
and terrorize others with 
magic.

TRICK-OR-TREATING
Christianity spread 

throughout Celtic regions 
and blended with other 
rituals. Pope Gregory III 
expanded on a holiday 
Pope Boniface IV 
established to honor 
Christian martyrs to 
include all saints and 
martyrs. All Saints Day on 
Nov. 1 commemorates 
the venerable saints, and 
All Souls Day on Nov. 2 
celebrates loved ones 
who went on to eternal 
rest. All-Hallows Eve 
(Halloween) was a time to 
pay homage to the dead. 
Poor children would go 
door to door in more 
affluent neighborhoods 
offering to say prayers for 
residents’ deceased 
loved ones in exchange 
for some food or money. 
This was known as 
“souling,” which became 
the basis for trick-or-
treating. Later the 
tradition became known 
as “guising” in areas of 
Scotland, where children 
would go around in 
costumes.

CARVING PUMPKINS
Removing the insides 

of pumpkins and carving 
them into funny or 
fearsome faces may be 
messy work, but it’s 
tradition on 
Halloween. 
Turnips were 
the material of 
choice in 
ancient Ireland, 
but were 
replaced by 
pumpkins 
when 
immigrants 
came to America. The 
“lanterns” were made 
with scary faces and lit to 
frighten away spirits.

’Tis the season for 
pumpkin

A LOOK AT 
HALLOWEEN 
TRADITIONS

Recipes and photos courtesy and copyright of Just A Pinch Recipes.® All rights reserved. Find these and other recipes at www.JustAPinch.com - Real Recipes From Real Home Cooks. 
Just A Pinch Recipes,® an American Hometown Media company, is an online network of home cooks with the largest repository of user-posted, timeless and proven recipes. 

Because every great gathering starts with food
LET’S GET COOKING

RECIPES FOR HALLOWEEN


