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Oskaloosa Fire Station Dedication and Open House

August 3, 2017 « 2:00 pm - 9:00 pm




Groundbreaking Ceremony & Construction

= S A S : - e : 2
Left to right: Council members Scottie Moore, Joe Caligiuri, Mayor David Krutzfeldt, Fire Chief Mark Neff, council member Aaron Ver Steeg
and City Manager Michael Schrock Jr. break ground in a symbolic ceremony held Friday, April 22, 2016.
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Introduction

New fire station well equipped and accommodating

The Oskaloosa Fire Department was organized in 1871 and had humble beginnings in a small two-story brick building
where Julie’s Café is now located. The building was torn down to make way for the new city hall and the addition of the
fire department at the corner of South Market Street and Second Avenue East.

It was not until 1908 that a new fire department building was planned to be erected and named the Central Fire Station.
It was designed by Frank E. Wetherell, an Oskaloosa native and Des Moines Architect, in the Renaissance Revival style
as a three-story brick building with a 4 %-story bell tower. The fire station was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1991.

The new facility was modeled after the station in Des Moines building was two-

story without a basement. The apparatus house and the truck room, stables and The.followmg pages
storage rooms were all built on the ground floor and the dormitory and living provide a look back at
rooms of the men on the second floor. the fire stations, the
equipment and an honor
The truck room was large enough to accommodate the ambulance and patrol roll of those who have
wagon, hook and ladder truck and hose truck. They stood far enough apart to served the community as
allow the horses to come from the rear and approach from either side. The stalls an Oskaloosa Firefighter.

accommodated six head of horses.

Our special thanks go
to Firefighter Mark
Tennison, Tony Rivera,
John Jacobs, the Mahaska

The recently completed fire station offers additional space for the engines and Historical Society and
trucks, private sleeping quarters for each fireman, additional restrooms, safer the staff at the Oskaloosa

access to the second floor, and upgraded technology features. Herald for their help with
this project.

A fire hose tower was completed in 1930 and offered a place where the hose
could receive complete circulation of air which aided in drying the hose and
prevented premature rotting.

Copyright© Oskaloosa Herald July 2017

I make insurance simple:

Call today to see how | make it simple to protect your family, home, car and business.

JAMES MCNAUL, WALLY HOPF, MIKE VANWYK
214 North G Street

Oskaloosa

(641) 673-3478

A FARM BUREAU
M. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035 (9-16)
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Fire Stations

New Fire Station - July 2017

When the new fire
station was built in
1909 a decision had
to be made about
what to do with

the fire bell. It was
decided to move it
to the new building
and set it in a brick
cupola where it
resides today.

Fire Station 1950’s

Congratulations to the City of Oskaloosa
and Oskaloosa Fire Department!

2aMidWestOr e

Xl Insurance Services

124 South First Street ¢ Oskaloosa, lowa 52577 ¢ Call 673-8603
Visit our website at: midwestoneinsurance.com

Not FDIC Insured ‘ No Bank Guarantee ‘ May Lose Value
Not a Deposit ‘Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
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Pumpers, Engines & Trucks

The New Fll‘e Statlon

The fire boys wxfge&ted to get into
their new building fb'ﬁay,ihut were dis-
‘appointed upon the )
?g’lo’bc-ss for the gas ligh
deliers. This is all b
them in g ng i heir new build-
ing. They are ready to move and it
would be only a ‘few hours of work
\before they could be in the new quar
ters. The furniture for the new
building has not bex put in, ‘but the
furniture dealers have ‘the, fixtures on

hand ready to move.
From now on thg white team “Nick”
and “Tuck,” which will be used on
: 1 patrol, will be

the dasftimég _mn" U m'casa of a :patrol

S e, g call‘ ﬂx new wagon will be used. The
. . o Mack team, “Coley “Doris,” will
New Fire Station built in 1909 i)e qﬁart.brea"m th ation,

L L

Original Fire Station being torn down

groomin
Pet Salon

' . >"&_‘I\CAN TR4 0,'
; 1y “

. Bu"et Careful MAH/\S KA

417 A Avenue West
Oskaloosa

HOURS: 641-673-3888
Sun.-Sat.

,>‘/~c co‘*‘Q

11am-10 pm

Delivery &
Menu Ordering
Available

www.mahaska.com
Full Grooming * Bathing ¢ Spa Treatments 800-747-3481

Cassidy Rogers, Certified Groomer

641-569-3000
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Pumpers, Engines & Trucks

Congratulations on
rcility!

OSKALOOSA 4 ==

HARDWARE

BEHIND EVERY PROJECT
IS A TRUE VALUE

Owners
Glenda & Brian Booy
202 First Avenue East
Phone (641) 673-5984
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BOOK VAULT

The bookstore
with so much more!

“Special Orders are
our Specialty!”

* Books For All Ages = 1
* Unique Gift Ideas
* Gourmet Kitchen
* Specialty Foods
¢ Author Events
* Cooking Demos
* Kids Programs

www.bookvault.org

105 S. Market, oskaloosa * 641-676-1777
M-F 9-7; THURS. 9-8; SAT. 9-5; SUN. 12-4

Home Style Cafe
216 South Market,
Oskaloosa * 673-5306

Monday-Friday 5 AM to 1:30 PM
and Saturday 6 to 10 AM




Pumpers, Engines & Trucks

FIRE TRUCK IS
DUE TOMORROW

Factory Representa-
tive to Repair Old |
Pumper

Special representative Larry Da-
vis of the Seagrave company of
Dayton, Ohio, arrived here today
in advance of the new Seagrave
pumper slated to arrive Saturday
morning.

Davis, who will overhaul and re-
pair a Seagrave truck owned by
the city many years, arrived here
as part of his routine of Seagrave
fire equipment repair calls.

The new Seagrave truck, order-
ed last summer, is one of the latest
type with a 750 gallon capacity and
capable of carrying 240 feet of lad-
der.

v ,i‘*"”':”"fﬁ—’—% ‘ﬁg ¥

ATCASOTICCTTIST,
(3

| 2
LI JAPI T
Providing trusted

dermatological advice and
care. Specializing in diseases

L

ey »

-

Sy

Oskaloosa

° and cancers of skin.
Quallty Rental If you have questions or
2611 Burlington Rd O ene o any other sk

© condition, it’s important to get
professional advice.

University Park, 1A 52577

*General construction tools
*Lawn and garden equipment
* Aerial lifts and Telehandlers Medicare and all Major Insurance Plans Accepted
*Skid loader and attachments and much

more for all your DIY projects Iowa SKI n
StOp by or call us www.mahaska.org 641-676-1000 c I I nlc
6 4 1 673 4 1 5 1 9/6[/&%%% you . . . 105 N. 3rd Street » Oskaloosa, lowa
B - Gigabit Internet o Digital TV o Phone 641-672-0123
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Pumpers, Engines & Trucks

Modern Motor Fire
Department Cuts

-~ Local Fire Losses

Recent Purchase of Boyer Pumper Completes

Equipment of Department—Facilities Should
Be Sufficient for City’s Future Needs
For Some Time To Come

One of the finest fire departments |
in any city of 10,000 protects Oska-
loosa from the wanton destruction
of fire and probably explains why
this city has not been visited by
any great conflagration since the
equipment of the department with|
modern motor fire apparatus.

Recent purchase of a new 750 gal-
Jon Boyer pumper completes the
equipment of the department and
provides facilities that should be
sufficient for fighting any blaze the
local department may be called to
cope with.

Two motor pumpers,

the new

Boyer and the older Seagrave, and
‘one chemical and hose truck, an
American-LaFrance, manned by
experienced firemen and quarteréd
in_ Oskaloosa’s splendid fire sta-
tion at the city hall, comprise the
local fire department.

. Rehabilitation of the .city hall
telephone system this fall brought!

with it the installation of a modern
fire alarm system, similar to that in
the larger cities.

The fire department was just a
minute and a half reaching an
alarm a mile from the station dur-
ing a test run a few weeks ago.
Mayor R. K. Davis and Fire Chief

2348 Hwy. 92 » Oskaloosa

641-673-0431
mvcvet@mahaska.org e www.mvcvet.com

Mahaska Veterinary Clinic

T.J. Donohue, DVM
T.A. Carmichael, DVM
N.C. Peterson, DVM
Providing the highest quality

veterinary medicine with compassion
and client education
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Fax: (641) 673-9912 @i Yo

‘Will Pyle arranged the test without
the department’'s knowledge and
timed the department from the mo-
ment the alarm was phoned to the
station. And the run was made
through the heart of the city at the
busiest hour of the week.

The introduction of automatic fire|
alarms in many buildings equipped
with sprinkler system has furnished
several opportunities to time the de-
partment’s response. Not so long
ago the department answered a test
alarm from one of the city's indus-

trial plants in exactly 59 seconds.

Fire losses in Oskaloosa were the
Jowest in Iowa in 1928, thanks to
the effectiveness of the local de-

5 partment. Constant study of ever

changing fire fighting methods is
required of the men of the force and
the Oskaloosa department ranks
high in the state from the stand-
point of efficiency,

The department was organized
pback in 1871. Hand drawn hose
carts and volunteer firemen Wwho
paid for the privilege of belonging
to the company and provided their,
own uniforms served the day. Fleet
footedness was required of the men
+ho made up the hose teams.

Fifty years ago Oskaloosa boast-
‘ed three filre companies, equipped
with a steam engine, “Long George,”
named for Mayor George H. Baugh,
and two small hand propelled
pumps., Horss for this . equip-
men* came from a neighboring liv-
ery stable. Water was supplied
from four large cisterns about the
square and two large reservoirs, one
at the Proudfitt woolen mills on
north A street and the other at the
Seibel mill on High avenue west.

Locomotive bells or whistles served

as fire alarms.

Later came the combination hose
and ladder wagon. A small fire
station was erected on the present
city hall site, Two horses were
>urchased,“Coalie” and “Major,” and
jam Jones was employed as Oska-
oosa’s first salaried firemen. Levi
Jook from an adjoining iron mill
telieved Sam at meal time.

Twenty years ago, March 17, 1909,
he present station was erected,
»uilt in the administration of Mayor
Sharles H. Ralston, and without a
tent additional cost to the city. By

Limited

‘ 1912 17th Ave. East
Oskaloosa, IA
Star Steel Buildings

Phone: (641) 673-4255

slumberland

FURNITU

“Furniture That Lives The Way You Do”
1701 3rd Ave. East ¢ Oskaloosa

(641) 673-3200

‘hat time Oskaloosa had a salaried
iepartment, supplemented by the
services of a dozen call firemen.
I'wo more horses, “Nip” and
‘Tuck,” were purchased. .

The chemical and hose truck was
wcquired on October 3, 1912. Many
#ill remember the trial run between
:he old horse cart and the new mo-
;or truck, north on Market to C
wenue and east on C avenue to the
»ld Picket place. Somehow or other
‘olks would like to have seen old
‘Nip’ ’and “Tuck” outdistance that
1ew fangled arrangement. But the
;ruck reached the blaze, had it ex-
inguished, and impatiently awaited
‘he arrival of the team.

An epidemic of costly fires, low
water pressure, and a desire to
somplete the modernization of the
iepartment figured in the purchase
>f the 750 gallon Seagrave pumper
Iammry 23, 1917. The pumper’s ad-
Vantages over the chemical and
208e truck were many.

Oskaloosa has placed so much de-
pendency upon the Seagrave that
folks began to wonder what might
happen if ‘the pumper were to break
jown at a fire, or if two serious
olazes were to break out simultane-
susly in different parts of the city.
That was the feeling that prompted
the purchase of the new Boyer
pumper this summer.

Fires were community events in
the old days.
hand drawn or horse drawn equip-
ment reached the alarm the flames
had assumed threatening propor-
tions and “fire fans”
seeing “a good fire” every time the
department was called out. Fre-
quently the services of a large
number of citizens were required in
aiding the department in fire fight-
Ing.

But the appearance of motorized
equipment put a stop "to that.
Blazes discovered in time were ex-
tinguished before any great dam-
age resulted and the *“fire fan” gen-
erally met the truck eturnmg te
the station. 'There have been seri-
ous fires from time éb time but
these mlgﬁt have becomse city wide
conflagrations without modern ap-
paratus.

Not only have local firemen saved
the city many thousands of dollars

RE -

By the time the,

were sure of |

Fire losses were heavy, too,

Nursing & Reha

2401 Crestview Drive * Oskaloosa, IA 52577

Devoted care for older Iowans

[n fire losses but they have been
of farm fires about Oskaloosa. Mo-
tor equipment has paid for itself
many times in the saving of losses.
The city does not- make a general
practice of permitting fire equip-
ment to leave the municipality.
~Another important step in the
direction of more effective fire
fighting was one likely to conform
with uniform standard connections.
Oskaloosa department is unique
In the length of service of its fire-
men. Assistant Fire Chief Henx‘y‘
Sonderegger completed 50 years of |
service March 15 and was retired on |
pension on that date. The depart- |

ment was placed under civil serv-
ive by Mayor S. V. Reynolds some
eighteen years ago and it isno longer
the victim of political fortune,
e e e e b i

All Therapies Available
Pleasant Environment

Call for Appt. 641-673-3000

* Care
Imtlatlves

m Mahaska | Speciaty Care



Pumpers, Engines & Trucks

( Serving Oskaloosa )

From One Location T As os 4
Since 1977

Pharmac
2nnd! Steak Convenien‘ée
Owner - Mike Wymore ) Burgers " LLED EVENNGS AWEEKENDS
Technicians - Ben_Wymore \, Chicken spiiivplidve)
and Chance Shipman G . + EASY ACCESS PARKING T :
L . . . Plzza AT OUR FRONT DOOR. = - =
* Oil, Filters, Fluids ~ * Check Engine Light ) Sandwiches Large selection
*Belts and Hoses ~ * AIC Service = Pasta ﬁiﬁgtﬁzgfr
. ' * Battery and Cabl o o Wi
Brake Service atiery a d Cables % Dine In % Carry-Out % Delivery = . ﬂg&geﬁoﬁgﬁg
*Tune-Up * Computer Diagnostics ; i * Yankee Candles
109 High Avenue West o * Woodwick Candles
Wymore Oskaloosa, IA 52577 Custom Framing & Matting/
Automotive Phone: (641) 673-3462 Photo Processing
308 6th Ave West  Oskaloosa Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 11:00am-9:30pm Mahaskadrug.photofinale.com/

Fri.-Sat. 11:00am-10:30pm 205 North E St. » Oskaloosa ¢ Ph. 673-3439
Join us on facebook!

\ Mon-Fri: 8:00-5:30 * 641-673-3017
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Notable Fires

Quality Auto Maintenance & Repair
(Foreign and Domestic)

201 2nd Ave. E. * Oskaloosa

673-3329 .
Roger & Cleo DeGroot g

(Owners) Ee

10 | Oskaloosa Fire Station

CLEAN[NG SERVICES

e Restoration
* Cleaning
e Auto Detailing

641.660.8358
418 North L
Oskaloosa

www.acsofia.com




Notable Fires

1845

Oskaloosa’s First Fire of Record

Reprinted from the pages of The Oskaloosa Herald August
26, 1944

Any town must be of some consequence before it can have
a fire that amounts to much. For a number of years after
its founding the log cabins in Oskaloosa were so scattered
that no more than one of them would burn at one time.
But after the business section began to take on form the
fire hazard increased, but no means of fighting flames
had been thought of. Here is how Mrs. Semira Phillips*
describes the first fire of note in the town:

“But I must go back to my school in that little cabin, the
Methodist Parsonage, corner of A Avenue and Third
Street, in September 1845. The first great evet after
beginning that school was our first visit to the Majors
place, 14 miles west of Oskaloosa, and the next was
Oskaloosa’s first fire. On Wednesday, September 17th, as
I was going to my dinner, and had just reached the stile

at the Phillips home, corner of Second Avenue and Sixth
Street. I heard a commotion up in town, ad on looking
around I saw flames leaping up from a house on the west
side of the square. I called to the folks in the house and
told them a house was on fire. I didn't go in, but went up
town as fast as I could go, and found Dr. Weatherford’s
house all in flames and their household goods piled and
scattered about the ground, the clock all broken in pieces.
The nearest well was on the lot where the Irving House

now is, corner of First Avenue and A Street. Men were
running here and there in a state of frenzy; some ran to
the stores and seized all the buckets they could find, and
commenced carrying water from that well. The ground
was clear between the burning building and the well I have
mentioned. The first house south of the fire was Wm. B.
Street’s store, a small frame building; they kept throwing
water on it and by hard worked saved it. The house just
north was a tailor shop and then a cabinet shop, built of
logs, and owned by a man named Parish Ellis. They were
also entirely consumed. George W. and John W. Jones had
a long frame store on the corner where the Bears’ store is
now; that was scorched and began to blaze, but was saved
with little damage. When I got to the fire I seized a bucket
and carried water as fast as I could. I was running with a
bucket of water when I met John Jones who snatched it
out of my hand. I saw him run and dash it on their store
just as the weatherboard begun to blaze. The Jones store
was saved. John used to tell my husband that my bucket
of water saved it. I don’t deserve that credit but John’s
gallantry was great. Just before that fire a Mrs. Wright had
bought that house of Dr. Weatherford, and I think they
had some litigation over it.

*Mrs. Semira Phillips originally published this accounting in
her book in 1900. As Mahaska County’s first school teacher, she
proved herself to be a close observer and a good reporter.

>(Ciskaloosa

Area Chamber & Development Group

Congratulations on the
completion of the
Oskaloosa Fire Station

Groundbreaking Ceremon .
April 22,2016 ROdger MCKlm - Ag Sales o
%y ELECTRIC
AGCO‘ . > Simplicity, RESIDEN"II;IAL * COMI\I:ERCIAL
- MALL APPLIANCE REPAIR
HESSTON p Owner Tim Besco
u FERRIS 227 South M ¢ Oskaloosa
GLEANER

McKIM
TRAGTOR SERVIGE

2718 Lincoln Avenue
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
Phone: 641-673-7858
mckimtra@kdsi.net
www.mckimtractor.com

Darrel Van Veldhuizen - Ag Sales

MASSEY FERGUSON SIS L ALOYIES

@/A’# BESCO

641-673-5259

w»w»m»
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Notable Fires

Volunteers Fought

City Now Boasts Capable
Full Time Department

skaloosa's First Fires

Oskaloosa has had reason to
be proud of its fire department
and the record made both by vol-
unteer and full time fire fighters
over the years.

The department is well equip-
ped and housed and rates among
the best in Iowa. Under the di-
rection of Fire Chief M. C. Whit-
more and Assistant Chief Will
Pyle, local firemen have been
scientifically trained not only in
modern fire fighting practices
but in life saving and: property
protéction and salvage.

1ike almost every town, Oska-
loosa has had its share of cost-
ly blazes, but effective work by
firemen has prevented spreading
flames from causing general
conflagations and heroic rescue
efforts are frequent in the his-
tory of the department.

;. Organized In 1871

The first fire department was
organized in 1871. There were
two companies, and each com-
‘pany was equipped with a small
hand-power fire engine. The en-

e comprised .a waterproof
ank, much like a‘wagon bed,
equipped with force pumps. The
pumps were operated by hand-
power, much Iike the old time

‘hand cars on the raitdads. The’

engine carried a suction hose for
use ‘where a well was available,
but most generally was fed by a
bucket line of man and boys.
“These engines were drawn by
aan-power, with often as many
s ‘twenty men pulling on the
TOpés. - 3 K
. 'Steam Engine Added

‘ Along sbout 1878 & steam en-’

gine was added to the fire fight-
ieg equipment, and about eight
big cisterns were sunk in conven-
iént places about the business
section of the town. In case of a
Big fire the engine would have

Daily ™.

A
%‘r% ~
George = f

to be moved from one cistern to
axother, when the first one was
pumped dry. The engine known
as “Long George" was very ef-
fective down town, but was prac-
tically useless in the residence
part where wells were few and
water was scarce. Hence the lite
tle engines were maintaired un-
til the city became equipped with
SWater works. F
Companies Reorganized

The addition of the steam en-
gine made it necessary to reor-
ganize the fire department, and
three companies came into be-

ing. Under the mew arrangement,
Oskaloosa Fire company No. 1—
consisting of 25 m'embers oper=
ated the Cole Brothers steam en-
gine, and had charge of the hose
tower and about 1500 feet of
hose. s

Captain C. Woodruff was fores
man, J. W. Laffollett, assistant
foreman, Melvin Ream, second
assistant foremar, W. H. Duke
secretary, B. T. Dutton treasur-
er, H. Duke hose forman, and W.
B. Ingles assistant hose foreman,

Company No, 2—First organ-
ized as Defiance pany No. 2

620
. Oskal

e

SAM JONES, Oskaloosa's first paid fire-
man, was mighty proud

charge of the first

mar, D. C. Waggoner secretary,
and J. A. Jones treasurer.

) The Artesian Well
'lFeenng the need of & more

in August, 1873, but it was dis-
banded and the secornd company
was organized Jan. 1, 1877, with
the membership limited to 15
men. This company had a small
engine of Douglas patent called
“Long Charlie”, and 250 feet of
hose. Robert Carroll was fore-
man, William Walters assistant
foreman, Charles V. Hoffmarn

_secretary and William Owens
treasurer.

‘Widawake company No. 3 had
8 similar membership and engine
and 200 feet of hose. This com-
pany was organized in August,
1873. H. P. Welker was foreman,
C. D. Alexander assistant fore-

“Daily'makes-a-Difference”

d water supply to fight
fires and for d tic

when he took
horse drawn hose

A 25 year franchise was
granted Coversale & Cowels of
Cincinnati, O., to install a water
system similar to the one serving
the city of Fleokuk., The fran-

tion, an artesian well was advo-
cated, and finally about 1874 the
city council appropriated $10,000
to sink such a well in the middle
of the public square. !

Work continued on the project
until 1876 when the hole was
still dry at a depth of 2500 feet.
An additional $15,000 had also
been sunk in the hole, and it was
abandored as a bad job.,

Water From River

Three years later, on August
25, 1879 the city council took
steps to provide Oskaloosa with
an adequate supply of water
from the south Skunk river.

Quality Boafding -'énd
Training for over 20 Years.

www.shadowlandkennels.com

Y HADOWLAND

OBEDIENCE & BOARDING
RUN ~ JUMP ~ WAG

chise pr d that the Holly
Marufacturing Co., of Lockport,
N. Y, should furnish the equip-
Jnent for the plant. Fire hydrant
rentals were to pay the plant.

Fire Committee Named

Disastrous fires had plagued
the early settlement and the city
council, July 11, 1864, authorized
appointment of & committee to
consider action necessary to the
orgarization of a paid fire de-
partment. The committee named
by Mayor James Rhinehart, in-
cluded Henry Lyster,- T. T.
Wright, and 8ilas Scott. -

" From The Herald ““Family
cart 'March 17, 1887. The cart was drawn
by ‘old ‘Major, veteran firs horse. _ .

Vraig sy, wane —

But council proceedings fail 1o
reveal when the committee re-
ported.

An ordinance No. 15, setting
up regulations for a fire depart-
mert was entered on the books
in 1870 but never passed. It pro-
vided for a department of 40
members, with the chief engineer
to be in charge and to receive
$100 a year.

First Ordinance Adopted

It was under the administra-
tion of George H. Baugh as may-
or that the city council adopted *
the first fire department ordi-
ance in August, 1871, cutting the
membership to 10 to 20 men and

~ fixing the salary of the chief.en-
gineer or fire chief at $25 a year:
. The fire department ordinance
was rewritten Jan. 9, 1877, -as

CONGRATULATIONS

ON THE COMPLETION OF

OSKALOOSA'S NEW
FIREHOUSE!

COMMUNITY auditorium ; OSKALOOSA 673-8663
1800 N. 3rd St. » Oskaloosa 641'673'5491 “m Pr;tgl\nnéf\é_gg%z_’ss
A daily. . N www.hy-vee.com
et 672 0000 runjumpwag @live.com e "SroRE Hours:

6 AM. - MIDNIGHT 7 DAYS A WEEK

12 | Oskaloosa Fire Station



Notable Fires

But council proceedings fail 10
reveal when the committee re-
ported.

An ordinance No. 15, setting
up regulations for a fire depart-
ment was entered on the books
in 1870 but never passed. It pro-
vided for a department of 40
members, with the chief engineer
to be in charge and to receive
$100 a year.

First Ordinance Adopted

It was under the administra-

tion of George H. Baugh as may-

or that the city council adopted

the first fire department ordi-
arce in August, 187}, cutting the
membership to 10 to 20 men and
~ fixing the salary of the chief.en-
gineer or fire chief at $25 a year:
. The fire department ordinance
was rewritten Jan, 9, 1877, :as
ordinance 39, providing for Com-
pany No. 1 with 15 to 25 ‘mer,
and Companies No. 2 and No. 3.
The’ chief ‘engineer was  given
authority at all fires and his sal-
ary remained ‘at $25 per annum.
Other offices. set up included
foremen, assistant foreman, who
were responsible to.the chief.en-
gineer, and created fire wardens
in each’ ward. Firemen were lo
receive $1 a 'month and exemp-
tion from road taxes. All had Lo
be uniformed and officers were
required to wear belts showirg
their official capacities.
Hook And Ladder Co.
Records of the fire department
show that Hook and Ladder Co.
1 was organized March 10, 1885,
at a meeting held in the mayor's
office.

J. W. Daniels was elected fore- °

mean; G. W. Watkins first essit-
ant foreman, J. C. Stewart sec-
ond assistant foreman, Johr N.
Martin secretary, and  Thomas

McGee treasurer. Members aiso
included Thomsas' Mason, J. C.
Kenworthy, J. D.;'McKey, James
Capp, Buck Capp, S. J. Stewart,

Melvin George, W. 1. Neagle, G.,

H. Price, and J. Burk.. { ~
* City council records carried

frequent references to weélls, con- "

cemedl' the ‘fate of the artesian
well, payments on the steam fire
engine, fire department expenses
which were not itemized, etc. -

Homer Little’s Reminiscence

Homer Little, night policeman
who is probably the sole surviv-
or of the volunteer fire depart-
ment days, recalls that water for
fire fighting was drawr from
cisterns at the corner of town
and reservoirs, located on north

A street, and at the Seible &'
Esgen mill.
He says that “Long Georgz”
was named for Mayor George
. Baugh and says that old “Ma-
Jor”, only fire department horse
was probably the most pampered
horse .in Oskaloosa. Later *“Coal-
ie” was purchased to team with
7 “Major.” Levi Cook, grandfather
of Police Sergeant Jay Cook,
was in charge of the steam en-

i__gine. His shop was around the

corner from the old fire house

- which was located in the alley

Just north of. the present city
hall. 8am Jones was on duty and
was the first full time salaried

. firemarn.

Some Old Timers

Homer recalls names of some
of the volunteers of former days
—John Bird, George Carr,
Charles Carr, Harvey Carr, B.
T. Dutton, Grant Daniels,
Charles Hartman, Sam Jones
who later was in charge of the

engine and Major, John Martir,
Al Murkelbach, Al Mendenhall,
Ed Simmons, Andy Wymore,
George Watkins, Jake Turner,
Henry Sonderegger, Nelson |
Cook, father of Jay, Steve Stew- |
art, Frark Bronson, Henry My- l
ers, Miller Burkhart, Jud Lyons,
William Richie, Ott McCord, " J.
‘W. Laffollett, Isaac Bush, Perry
Byrd, Frank Long, George Son-
deregger, Mike Scully, et al.
Major F. L. Downing was
mentioned as fire chief in the
early days, although he “probab-
1y did not take an active part .in
fire fighting. The records for
1887 show that J. W. Laffollett
as foremar. was among the early
chiefs, serving a number of years
and then Jan. 3, 1893, he was
replaced by Basil Dutton who
served until 1900. John Bird re-
placed him for a couple of years
and the name of William Gochee
appeared as his successor.

OSKALOOSA PACKING PLANT—This
picture was taken of the Oskaloosa Pack-
ing company plant at the southwest edge
of Oskaloosa in 1884. The plant was de-

ALWAYS

Because we don’t
just have local
branches -

we have local roots.

At Bank lowa, we're lowa based with lowa
values. We want to see our neighbors and
local businesses succeed — because we live
and work here, tool. Keep your money close
to home. Bank local with Bank lowa.

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA.
1710 Third Ave. E./ Oskaloosa, IA 52577

641.673.7400 / www.bankiowa.bank

Member FDIC

a Bank Iowa.

stroyed by fire and was not rebuilt because
damage suits and nuisance clogged the
court docket. The plant had a capacity of
1,000 hogs a day.

Val Van Waardhuizen, Janel Campbell,
Jessica Bremer

m Hours:
. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
L%%%@M Also by appointment
W www.interiorsbyval.com

116 1st Ave E. » Oskaloosa, |A 52577
641.673.5770
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; The Green & Bentley Drug Company’s fire of 1898
THE GREEN & BENTLEY was one of the most destructive fires that ever visited
Oskaloosa. The store was filled from the top of the
second floor to the lowest depths of the basement with
FIRE OF 1896 ‘an expensive stock of drugs, toilet articles and paints

and oils. While the fire started on April 26, it burned
| for several days, and the flames at times shot up at
least 100 feet in the air. The more water firemen
poured on the blaze the fiercer it seemed to burn and
the department had to exert all their efforts to save
(aurrounding properties. The above picture was taken

by Carl Johnson, after the fire had finally been ex-
tinguished. After the fire the building was practic-

~ =~bhuilt, and the present fine drug store and bank

arose out of the ruins. It will be noted that the
sidewalk was of heavy planks, and there was only
the suggestion of a curb between the street and the
sidewalk. High avenue at that time had not been
paved, except for this block extending from Market
street to A street,—and this pavement was of the old
McAdam type of limestone blocks. Note the man in
the center foreground with his hands under his coat
tails. This was then the prevailing style of clothes
of a well dressed man,—a derby hat, long tailed coat
and tight trousers of a lighter color than the coat
and vest, True to the human instinct he appears to
be more interested in the ladies on the corner than
in the wreck caused by the flames.

sratulations ] Congratulations on
0 the news o |the new firehouse!
el "’_E]‘.f!_m HIFSH 1S0PORNE0 Hitoh Products
Prompt Professional Service ul
FI' ed ’S Bir M day & Family Packs; Church Groups
‘J“‘h Company Outings; Open Bowl;
Muffler Shop Full Food & Drink Menu; Full Banquet Room
; . il
‘ i Systems il lan Yoit
- Oskdloosa, A Montezuma, A~ Grinnell, A~ Complete Exhaust Sy  Letus help you plan yo
17%?:23:?%9 SAON.FrontSt.  815WestSt Mufflers e Pipes ;lShOCkS  gathering for all group sizes.
(641)6729500  (641) 6232131 (641) 2369645 Trailer Hitches _
b mhicomiintoct g (041) 6750456 Mahaska Bowling & Rec Center
; 1 | 1214 A Avenue West » Oskaloosa, IA 52577 QY /venue East * OskaloosaESEES
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Continuing our
152-Year Legacy

* A Friend when you
need it
Care as you request it
ORIGINAL FRENCH CRUST =, Services to fit your AUTO RECYCLERS
needs

215 A Ave. East Every detail covered Jr.Van Gorp, Proprietor

oS ior o o Flannine Gary Greenhalgh, General Manager
641-673-9491 = available

On-site Crematory

Mon.-Thu. 11 AM - 10 PM : Granite & Bronze Highway 63 South

Andrew Langkamp Monuments available

Flg.-Sat1.11 L GM ; J L “F;IM Gartand-Vam Avkel Oskaloosa, lowa 52577
un. - -
- 641-673-8459
HOT, FRESH & Funeral Chapel | 1-800-245-2336
FASTER THAN DELIVERY

641-672-2181
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1908 | 1909 - Duffin House

5

THE -MAY FIRE RECORD.

@ . E————

Only One Alarm, But the Loss Was

')'f, 07_ En::m;:u..

Altbough the city fire. department
had but one fire slarm for the month
of May, the fire was one ol the most
disastrong in the histery of tho coity
The fire was that ¢f'the Hoaver distill-
ery ware house on the 'marning-of May
fifteenth and the ip#s was In exceps of
& quarter of & million dollars, cotnting
the loss to the government. Tha inanr.

H&R BLOCK

BUSINESS SERVICES

completion of
the new
firehouse.

PUT OUR
EXPERTISE
TO WORK
FOR YOU.

The Ideal Man!

EZ Sales

FROM PAYROLL AND BOOKKEEPING TO t
EXPERT TAX PREPARATION AND ADVICE, Appliances, Electronics,
H&R BLOCK IS READY TO WORK FOR YOU.

Computers, Furniture

1969 Hwy. 92 West SALES, SERVICE, RENT-TO-OWN

Oskaloosa 113 North 1st Street
109 HIGH AVE E 837 BROADWAY 673_ 7756 Oskaloosa, 1A 52577
N arorsissnn | 616261557 (641) 673-0358
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BEFORE THE FIRE OF OCTOBER 9, iso. : s AF"I‘ER’_JI‘IIJ%FIRE G OCTOBRER 9, 1910,

During the it year, Oukalooah wild Toreed by tht‘ fire fiend to part with an ofd ol Baik-24he $?1Et‘l Millas
'whicly-were ddat.r yul on Octaher ), 'i‘]w m.uu :m'u"ture Wuh eri fu(i hy B»m.unm Roop i lSﬁl-’.};. bl was, uﬁ":;mpd
| us .z.;,_rlsffmill mul it distillery. 9Tie business grew und-progpered pod in 1857 n large sddition witeeregtod 46 iy wnm-
key ﬂ-fmerj, 'f‘h(i’ miroperty pnsséd intuAbe handa of Tambloton & MeCurdy in 1965, who discofitimied i -GG b
nmlm it ,pbr(;tm of the building Oi.cuptf-d by the refinery they mtuhhshed w woolen will, 'fhe rnwpm'ty f;ﬁstted 1o
the hﬂlld‘} Gr ;::nhwl‘:lebe] 2l W F*!;_,Lu it Lhe Jollowi inb Juiii, :obh, wnd wm-: fivivaned Ly sine ..uul nfjmj f.lm.l.,, in l.l:;,
old: hmldlng ﬁo Lliru- sistR of l.h old ril‘.}llﬂlll’ll grinding burrs angd had 4 ‘eapacity of Lwdy hundyvd il Ilf'f‘,} llusht.lw
of wheab rer day:.. Infaler years the oid-fashioned und obsolete gr:mlmg machinery wis feplaced by modorn’ sivel
mﬁ!e: ﬁrotﬂns. yH hv olil woolvn n’ulh i Hhiven story strtietare, nu*.lsurmg 110 Ly 128 feet, wiwhittined Lo (HE qoréund in,

Jruri‘di'wus nnv#r rebuilt.  ‘Phis. Lh.,vum\'s, wardhoiidi quid hl.nl'-lﬂt. gheds, ocenpied the greater portion of the lots
\v ”?ﬁoh’ 'tu%il Uu,fold wodlen’ mH!Q I RT AR Z : e S %

- o USRS

/\ Congratulations on your new fatililv We truly appreciate your service.
LEGACY ‘ -

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Michelle Purdum Ruthi Rogers ~
i ricoiied Litebtorcrod Dr. Erlc DeBoef, D.D.S., Dr. Kara Weishaar, D.D.S., Dr. Tom Bowie, D.D.S.,

p and icing in Oskal and practicing in Oskaloosa

High quality general dentistry for people of all ages.

107 High Ave. East » Oskaloosa

Craig Deming Chris Fynaardt Lori Fowler
_“‘”'“’“ s e P:641.673.3008
641.676.HOME 208 R/ TOWN SQUARE www.townsquaredental.org
216 North B Street * Oskaloosa, IA 52577
° Licee:sed ; :):,: 2 MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE meaLToR D E N T A L C A R E
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~ THE DESTRUCTION OF PENN COLLEGb e

| BTSSR,
Oskulooca College [or their generous
“offers for the use of:various buildings
in the city.

“Resolutions embodying the sénse
of the great loss which has been sus-
~tained in the death ofour beloved as-
-sociates-will bn—-formulated»,as “so0n.
as’ posslble o s

’ Remalnlng Walls Pulled Down.

! The east and-west walls of the main
[sm-non which ~ wére left standing,

when the front wall fell, were pulled
over about’ elevén o'¢lock "this morn-
ing,. They were considered. very dan-
gerous and ordered down. < A fire line
(was stretched” several hundred feet
trom..tlw burned structure, and the
pnblie not-permitted to cross lnlu lho
‘.d.lllﬁ.(‘r()ln» territory.

i .Seniors of the college are lOllhl(lGl‘
ing .the abandonment of thelr. class
play, u\vim: to the tragedy, and sug-
gested before the faculty assembled,
that a musical program be substituted.
in ite“stead  “They feel that;the son-
timent of the cummunlty mlght con-
denn the class play, . tollowing  the
death of former (ollu.c mombem and
associates,

. Office .qf. the prcsidun will be mu(l(:
temporarily at _the hmn(‘ of l’robl(lent
David M. Kdwards, 425 College aven-
ue, and the office of Registrar Prof,

.. E. Barry will be .establigshed
the pmlors of lhc"l-‘riends‘
House.’

Commenccmcnt Arrangements.

“Work for the .vear was “practically
over at Penn college with the excep:
tion of examinations. Monday, May
29, would have -béen the last day for
recitations in class.and the work was
in review of the work of the semester
and the final clearing of note§ for the
examinations. Commencement  af-
fairs are scheduled for the week fol.
fowing that of June 5.0

What interference the ('z\lamlty 'Qo
the school- will exercise upon the pro

am of commencenient week cannot
be stated at this time.and’ the- _pro-
zram’ is o~ he worked out later "
ZePestrifction-of the  -main~building
\\ﬂl “tot” hlndor the “commencement
program pmpor. as this can*be held
m lhn Auditorium puilding ‘or in_the
Yearly Meeting house which stands af
a corner o the™ CANTPUSF nr the north-
nnd of .€ street. %

An. ' Old Time, Stru_c;yre

Erection of Penn @ college. main
building was started ip the late six-
tiesi—irst. the -central-portion.. vas.|
erected, and in the-seventies the west-
wing was added. The east wing was

not -completed . until about 1889 or
1890,
The building burned was® a three

story brick structure over .a basement
story and_ was one of four buildings
standing npon the campus aside from
the president’s cottage and students’
apartments. The Gymnasium. snuth,
of the main building, the Auditorium:
or . Chautauqua . building, . -and. the
Yearly Meeting house were nbt in-
jured.

No plans for the. future 'ld\(' been,
madd.or considered as yet and what
can be done or what will be done is
a matter for future consideration.

Tnsurance Amounted 16$22,0000

Insurance was carried on the build-

i
Meeting

ings and eauipment-in the total gum

18 | Oskaloosa Fire Station

of $22,000.00, \vhlch will ebver oyly a
portion of the loss. The list of/com-
panies involved Is as rollo“b
Hartford of Hartford:. ..$:2,000
Liverpool  T.ondon & hlnne. D000
Hawkeye and IDes Moines..... 1,500
JermAanIn .3 A L s ke SO0
Farmers of ((‘ddl‘ Rapids. 2.500
Fireman's: ,......o0eu00ee 3,000
Lumbermen's “......... g,SOO
Northwestern National ,000
300, 4 G o G A T O $22,000
A few other palicies in small

mounts may also be in existenco.
Some Personal Losses.

The loss of valuable equipment and
ooks and manugeripts impossible to
eplace. is felt very keenly by reveral
T rofegsors of Penn. Prof. Gover C.
awk, Assistant JProfessor of Biology
ustains the most loss., Among the
articles desttoyed by lhn blaze were
included, a hew one hundred = dollar |
ricrotone, microscopes. valued “at over.
hirteen - hundred dollars, 1500 dem-
nslrat\ion slides worth from fifteen
o twenty-five cents each, the cmirp
ollection of vegetable and plant spe-
cimens, glassaware costing over three
hundred dollars, between three and
four shundred dollars’ worth of books
and rescarch work, part of which can
never be replacbd owing to the dis--
continuation of their puiblication, and
apparatus: worth ovel| five hundred
dollats.

Rrofessor  iBlla’ Harrison' “Stokes,
Professor of Philosophv, also loses
heavily. A large -personal library.

worth half a hundred dollars and the
college departmental colléction were
burned, making a 10ss ‘of geveral hun:
dred. Prof. Rosa B, Lewis, Professor
of .English, Literature, also will ‘guffer

a several hundred dollars damage it

books. - Prof. Willlam KEngene Barry,
Professor. of Greek-and Latin, sustains
heavy losses. too. having personal and
dormrlmc-n'al literature dcntrnyed
iProf. Frederi¢ck Tostenson. Assistant
Professor of [ French and . Germah;
Prof. W. C. [Dennis of the School of

prresnlon; *Prof. Clarence M. case,

well pilayed, \Uy her Kebi-TSTDIPR:
tion, contrast was clearly shown in
the three movements. The Beethoven
number was followed by a group of
thrbe short selections, all of—which
were excellently given. In the first
of these, “Mendelssohn's Spring Song"

“lthere was a continuous  accompanien!

which showed smooth and clear tech
nique. Borodin's “Au Couvant” was
a-lyr{eal-n um!wpumlq.vaa.gnun[ the¢
beést received of all the program
The “Polonaise in A 1 njor " by Chop
in, a brilljant number, was playec
with much energy and force. llmer
Concertth-op. 69 was accompal

the Colége "Orchestrar This was 1

‘(heavy number-and:-was hrilliantly-ren

dered;*hoth from the Htandpoint of in
terpretatlon

techniquo,

Protuﬁsor of bouology and hmnom
ies, nnd other instructors- suffer’ some

losses, ' The large grand piano in the
college chapel is llutud b nmonx the
fosses, . - ‘

Rumors of cher Fatamlel.

* Possibility exists that one or may-
be two bodies are still in the ruins of
the buflding but this cannot be deter-
mined until the debris has ‘been cool-
ed and carefully scarched.

It is said that a helper at the M. &
St. L. round house who was known to
go-to the fire and was seen working
among the students, has not reported
today’ and careful search fails to re-
veal his- whereabouts,

hﬂqrt was -being organized this af-
ternoon *to have all the students§ reg—
ister and-in this way-check the colloge
attendance for the purpose of finding

if any of the students are missing,

'ducted at the home, No,

'Formal Service at the Friends’

Mr. Williams' Funeral.

P‘unorul service of the late Rol)ort
H. Willlams will be held Monday, May
29, 1916. Prayer-sérvice will be con-
741 North
E"street, at two o'clock, for relatives
and intimate {riends of the family.
church
at 2:30. o’clock, in the
Friends' cemetery.

Interment

The Penn College Fire
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PENN cou.EeE

‘Main Bulldlng Is Destroyed

By Fire This

R. H Wllrﬁms and Harry" Oakley Kllled
By Falling Wall

P -

e

TWO LIVES ARE SACRIFICED

Fire Started On Third Floor.

Starting about threcthirty  o'clock
‘llllu Saturday morning “in the third
floor of the main building, the fire
burned slowly down d, co
the central strucfurg and roini
east wing and a_ part of the west wi
lof the structur

1

Portiond = of

tank of dlcohol
o ﬂour of the ¢
fhe (5o

and were for to make jwere immediately rushed o the hos-

eral trips to the cen statjon for 'pital wnd the rounding up of the young
It was not long before the jmen who¥were in the building com-

ad spread, and the bl id- fmen 8 1

by the explosion of a forty gallon |

covered  the  upper i\.x. ok

and central (fore the

(for them,

beg

ruins . were  still  blazing - at Minoar, wi
o'cToc The T depmrtent falling front

i T IRTACTONETY .
summoned’ at four oclock,

] i Loss Over §75,000.00,
’ The extent of the o
may not he known for se

g ‘The main building, which
cal wréek with the pos: J

of a portion of the west wing
v sd at fifty thousand dolly
e of the equipment  and
property in the building, the waditor
ium  library, laborat and other
depart ts  will twenty-five
thousand dellars mor |
Total vroperty

approximates

1 on the
ning came

as
I>--u|
* [ througir,

1
and 2
o collectlon of 0il g foreo his w

1 by St

a
h

Honorabl

entrance,
ruck him on the B
d as he drew back voentire \\xl"
1. striki he front nr his bady

4 k

e of the equ
second 11

\ Just in front of him w
to death by the collapse, 2

Bodies Are Recovered,

“proporty wa s |
ible, but in |
W third floor ]

,«mm as the blaze

been

had

seventy-five  thousand  dollars  with jwere 50 enveloped in flames ot in the front  of the !

- i partial insurance. m enfering  the *building zerous  portions  of - the
= e il # ong, The, most of the young-men . i

- Victims Trying to Save Propert f rueture were torn- down, to prevent

Ornln L | Sha , ying Perty-  Ihoys—who? were Iuh-mL’"“" Wil furlhnr accidents, and the work of

| The vigtims of “the fire 1 left the sehe 1 from the front of

college  administration.
effort to get (he safe oul

lice in
of the

ing building and to sav
‘of the Institution.  Efforts of the fr
boys were 2 direeted by

Clarence M, ( nd Rev. Stranahan,
pastor of the Friends'  church,
close at hand assisting.
Williams. from the start of 4his ﬂﬂ‘
had been l’ymmm( in thd  sal

Ciwork and Was lending a hand
and-directing other work there, \
the noise
the re:

o party working on the of-
the crowd outside, the workers hgst-
i'y “sought the large entrance hallway
in the attempt to eseape. Some of
those in the building made their es-
cape, Al but yvoung Oakley succeed-
ed-in-getting into the clear, ontside
«f the building. ~ Robert H. Williams

g ’by@q‘ethﬁ*xﬁﬂevhhn&%wee +

Mfe&—out—--when ‘the snuth

T : - = was caught outside—of the building

: and buried beneath two_feet or more
of masonry that crashed down upor
him.  The body of young Onkley was
found buried_in_ the brick debris near
the safe. Professor Case and others
of ‘the party had narrow escapes, the

I(‘Jm (,(-)llq,e ‘miain_building” [
\ |
|
|
brick falling about  them. l\':-lh-_\':
|

was almost totally destroyed

Davis and George Minear were not so
fortunate and barely 'zot away with
their lives.  They are considerabl
hurt apd both-wera taken to the Os

t]mLy o'clock this Saturday
nofing ami:the lives-of Rob=-

£ 217e o e kaloosa hospital for attention.

e . 3 ag 5
ert H. Williame,Tinancis lagent . Roomera Driven ‘From Dormitory. [
cof tho school and Harry Oak= Fred Hustable and Orville S. Bat- [

ten, who roomed on the third floor of
the main college building, first. found
the fire.  Tiiey were awakened b
the crackling of the flames and wpon
investigation found the ceilfngs i the
Biology laboratory and Ger
—tation room fn the east win

]ey. a Pxe«hman, son of G(-orx.,c
Oakley of North'E. Street WCr(,

wall _fell nnL_wn‘:l as. the_

An attempt to put out the bl
buckets - of wa was,
and failed to refard thie flames until s

unst

siul |l

bell. ¢ mshed thmmﬂ.h '

Gongratulations
on your new
facility!

Mahaska County Outreach
Thrift Store

WHERE YOUR MONEY STAYS
IN MAHASKA COUNTY!

114 N. 1st St. » Oskaloosa * 641-672-2908
Like us on Facebook at
The Official Mahaska County Outreach Thrift Store

Handicap Accessible

tozether hay
I\\-ilh a number of others were in the thinking to sav
the [ containing of)

Prof. timhers was |
gamw to fall
was directions |
Robert ' H. & ”

Whel

of the falling bell alarmed Willlams
near
fice and-warned by the shouts from neath the falling
Minear and Kelley Davis es
mnin fall hut Were injur
brick.
f-om the front and fell, bru
und knee

Kelle;

with ‘\'!-'

comemneed,  Mr,
found on'the front
about, six feet from the door
ce downward. His' head and |
were badly erushed, and o leg
was throkep. A short time afterward,
Harry Oakley's form was.mcovered
jin- the front enfrance of the collese,

r
it door,

he hoys rafi in-every

Many Narrow Escapes. Iving against the steel safe and vault.
Some were- succossful in eseaping Bricks were piled peneath hmd above
» from -the building, running  throwgh the body. His body was rot marred
\ various, doors and  openings, bt A8 much_as that of Mr. Willinms.
il Oakley  were izht | Faculty Mesting and Resolutions.
the entrance, heing’ buried be-

At 10 o'clock this morning members
of the Penn college faculty and mem.
. bers ofl the Paiimealloge Senior class,
. ond Fourth Year Academy class, met

in the Argonaut Hall of the Gymnas-
iﬁll!l building, to consider the plans
. [and ‘course Which “the college should
follow, in rezartto next woeek's pro-

front wall

Mrs, J. L. Lee w

and

=i Geors

gramt and along the lines of Com-
oo e ol ¥fe oocpe 'I‘ mencement Week. —
The following preliminary resolu-

Fm";"'.-":l::nx'l'.‘mcglr:c‘i':s Ana e tions ‘were drafted and adopted:

. 1 “In recognition of the appalling |
edy which has® heéfallen  the col-
-1 1e: n the death of some of its mem-

= bers, it is the sense of the faculty

o that all college activities should be

. suspended imt=Wednesday morning, |
o« May d1st, and that_in the meantime |
. the entire college community should

being
Penn

1o
the

Chairman ol the l’mhlhnlun o Tunite in paying profoundest respect

|mr| of lowa. He xvr\wl as .[- to the memory of those who difd in

-y T “from-—the - ofeits vice. , o N SRIgRTS ]
daloosa, during ol “On Wednesday the college Will ag. |

term of (wo years and was su-_ ol semble in the Friends' Meeting "()l.\x(“

porintendent of  the. at . m., for chapel exercises,

e wihools @ number of ,1. nnt\\“)wlnmllnz the 1 of the main

b 5 . College and “the program-of

. examinations and- commencement will

resided at No.
by . be carried out as

aireet, near the anned, in the vari.
ol Cammy ”"' WO8 One _efs OVS buildings vpon and adjacent to
colloge e LS i o D,
of the flst. to arrive af the o Penm Campus,

eallere after the sounding of 'F “The faculty desire Lo.mqsrvnntholr

Tk ey e gratitude  to  Superintendent O,
- the fire department could  arrive; jofe the alarm and worked unce i Flower of the. Oskaloosa l‘llhlll‘
the” building from the roof. When' discovernd, only a small por. S dnzly in the effart o save the ol g UG progdont ¢ 1, Boman: i
o e v tion of the rooms was “aflame, but (e proverty wntil he wis caight o Qoo Georze True of the Com-
VL i with no opposition the._fire spread rap: [« in the fallin ** mercial Clnb, the mahagement of the
[T Jly, involving the entire” Toof. e Lacey. Hotel,_and the "\nl\Ec"-nnl of
I The fire delmrlmn} Jaid “one Jdine | —]- ofs ol ol ok O 'l (Continued from" Page 6.) *

(7 )

Congratulations
on the completion
of the new
firehouse.

ORSCHELN)

FARM &« HOME
1508 3rd Ave. East
Oskaloosa * 673-0283
MON.-SAT.: 8AM - 7PM:
SUN. 9AM - 6PM

LE0Lan®

k\ Connect with us anytime. www.orschelnfarmhome.com

Y,

CPAs and Advisors

What a wonderful addition and update
to our Main Street District! We are so
thankful for the services you provide

and grateful you now have the ability to

function in your new facility!

641-672-2523 » tdtpc.com

sl
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Notable Fires

1912

" 3une BURNING OF THE WALTON CLOTHING STORE

All of a sudden one busy summer morning while
the proprietor and clerks were about their work,
' flames and smoke burst from the basement of the
Walton Brothers Clothing store at 109 High avenue
‘west. So quickly did the room fill with choaking
flames that inmates had to drop everything and rush
to the street. Miller Beard, bookkeeper in the Green
& Bentley Drug Store, had been doing some work on
the Walton books and had left them in the clothing
store. Immediately upon the alarm of fire, he thought
of the books, and at the risk of his life he ran into
the burning store, and carried the books out. How

=

man who had been in the basement that morning
disconnecting the gas meter, might have dropped a
match or lighted cigar. The Waltons were preparing
to move from their location at 100 High avenue west
to their new location at 105, two doors east. In the
picture may be seen the sign announcing the change.
In the center foreground may also be recognized W. J,
Gochee, who was then chief of police. The picture
was taken by Kelly and has been preserved by Mr. |
Gochee. The fire occurred jon August 14, 1912, and |
the clothing stock was practically ruined. The Wal-
tons, R. D, Harry and Sam, opened a new store in
the changed location, and operated it a number of
years thereafter. ' ’ "

Congratulations on T
A nL e |, HAMMER
T D

“ree" MEDICAL SUPPLY
Congratulates You
On Your New
Fire Station!

‘ 7% ate
CELEBRATION oul:.?;‘::::ef,iq KACY VERMEULEN, L.P.N.
BARN ! MANAGER
641-660-5535 Oskaloosa Eagles Club 113 High Avenue East
B 215 High Ave. East * Oskaloosa Oskaloosa, IA 5_257_7
Always and Forever y 641-673-4227 Accredited Organization

2162 262nd St. * Oskaloosa, IA 52577
rdsedrel@mahaska.org
www.debbiescelebrationbarn.com
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Eagles are People Helping People
through our charity wor!

(641) 672-2501 * (800) 395-5537
FAX (641) 672-1510
kacys.hammermedical.com
www.hammermedical.com
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1944

In this picture you are standing in the 100 block
on the south side of First avenue west looking north.
The building in the right foreground is what was
left of the Eagles building which was immediately
rebuilt. The vacant space 60x120 is where the
Bashaw Barn stood, now the site of the Towa Power
& Light Company’s offices. In the background are
the remains of the Beadle Building, facing north.
It sheltered the K. of P. Lodge on the third floor,
offices on the second floor and three business rooms

on the ground floor. The picture has been preserved
by Elmer Patterson. who was a member of the fire
department at the time, The fire occured on a bitter
cold night,—the 15th of December, 1916. Half of the
Bashaw building was of wood construction, and the
second story was filled with loose hay. When the!
flames got into it the fire spread with alarming
rapidity. The Ottumwa fire department was called
for and came to the rescue. After a hard fight the
flames were held in check, and our people heaved a
sigh of relief. «

W| RlNG IS % W Sheriff Dwight Mateer and.the In recent years and had served
‘ ; mostly as a tenant home.

fire officjal, after a thorough inves-

BLAMED FOR

tigation, ruled out foul play and
favored wiring defects as the blaze
origin. Sparks or defective flu were es"to the fire and ruins left little

' Overheated Pump?
Although there were no witness-

ruled out as a cause after investi- on which to work, Lubberden said

berden,; called here today to inves-
tigate the fire which took the lives

have caused the fire.

Congratulations on a
Great New Building!!

A Home
I entury You'll Love
Homes| From People

of Oskaloosa You Trust!

Since 1986

641-672-2344
1712 Pella Avenue * Oskaloosa, lowa
www.centuryhomes.net

.Sanders:. and

‘ y o children‘ﬁmd
Deputy Fire Marshall V, E. Lub- the past month.
Wiring 80 Years Old.
They learned that wiring on the to wooden sills.
of a young mother and three 30 year old structure had not been

" g | .gation. The officials conferred with that a ‘basement motor used to
‘ "B, L. Gilchrist, owner of the house pump water from a well into a
in which: Flremem. first class, Lee pressure tank for' household use

Yiowife and three may have become overheated, caus-
e their -home™for ing the fire. Mr. Gilchrist also told

the officials that wiring insulators
in the basement had been attached

Burned to death in the fire were

children on the old Burlington road  replaced or-reconditioned to take Mrs. Laura Eggleston Sanders and
three miles east of Oskaloosa early care of increased power of recent three small children, Guy, Laura
Thursday morning, - expressed the  years. Gilchrist-said the house, just Lee and Bethene, while the sailor
opinion that defective wiring may 2 quarter of a mile from his own husband was on duty at the Ottum-

home, had been ‘occupied but little wa U. 8. Naval Air Station. The

musw

Providing
Flowers &
Gifts for All

Occasions

bodies were . cremated at Des

Moines and shipped to San Gabriel,

Calif. by air express while Sanders

left for the west coast by train to

handle the burial Thursday night.
. Mother Holding Baby.

The burned body of 14 months
old Bethene was found in the arms
of the mother and indications were
other children had gotten out of
ded as the mother attempted ‘un-
successfully to get them to safety.

We Make It Happen.

“Say it with flowers, but say it with ours”

120 1st Ave. E., Oskaloosa!

641-673-8468
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Notable Fires

McMillen, Managing Editor,

By Dave 'y
and John D. Mattix, Staff Writer

The worst fire loss in the city’s history dev-
astated nearly a quarter block of downtown
Oskaloosa Thursday night, destroying four busi-
nesses, heavily damaging a fifth and leaving other
businesses in the 100 block of High avenue west
with smoke damage.

The disastrous blaze completely gutted the
Western Auto Associate Store on the ground floor
at 121 High avenue west, also completely destroy-
ing the Kelly Studio located in second floor
quarters and William Penn College fraternity
Delta Beta Phi clubrooms located in the basement
of the structure.

Working its way east, the blaze also destroyed
the Sherwin-Williams Co. paint store and Benz's

1970

Central Book Store and caused heavy water and
smoke damage to the recently remodeled Adams
& Jones Hardware before firemen from 14 com-
munities were able to bring it under control about
3 a.m. Friday morning.

The first alarm was turned in at 5:56 p.m.
by Dale Tucker, who operates Tucker Texaco Ser-
vice on A avenue west, when he noticed smoke
coming from the rear of the Western Auto store
as he was pumping gas.

A second alarm was triggered by Donald
Glassford, a seventh grader at Oskaloosa Junior
High School, who noticed smoke in a front win-
dow of the store.

The youth raced to Dean's Cigar & News
store where co-owner Ronald Krusemark also no-
tified the Oskaloosa Fire Department.

Krusemark, Delbert Brackney of 1117 Gurney
street and several unidentified William Penn Col-
lege students were attempting to move a car
parked in front of the Western Auto Store when
a plate glass window in the store exploded out-
ward, narrowly missing them with a shower of
glass shortly after Oskaloosa firemen arrived on
the scene.

Firemen Jerry Ver Steegh, who also wit-
nessed the explosion of the plate glass window,
said a “great big puff of black smoke” erupted
from the store front when the window blew out.

Reynold Watts, who purchased the Western
Auto store three years ago, told the Herald he and
an employe, Jerry Slobe, had left the store about
5:45 p.m.

IRE IN HISTORY HITS CITY

south Second street, his daughter ran from the
house to tell him the store was on fire. He re-
turned immediately to the store, he continued, to
find it billowing huge columns of smoke.

By 7 p.m., crowds totaling several thousand
had gathered in the surrounding streets as the
blaze gained momentum. A short time later, flames
broke through the west wall and police and auxil-
iary officers began moving the crowds back for
fear walls would begin collapsing.

Authorities also feared a large shipment of
ammunition which arrived just this week at the
Western Auto store might explode,

By 7:40, the building was engulfed in flames,
visible for miles around as they licked skyward.
Dense smoke which blanketed the downtown area
and lack of an aerial ladder hampered the efforts of

‘Watts said when he arrived at his home, 1406
. firemen to contain the fire in the three-story

f e N building
' o ; A call was put in to Albia for that city’s
® . aerial unit, but it developed mechanical troubles
en route and was forced to turn back.

Centerville responded to the emergency with
its aerial unit, but by the time it arrived about
8:30 p.m., the fire had already spread to the ad-
jacent Sherwin-Williams store, owned by Tom
Haigh. With the Centerville unit and an aerial
bucket owned by Stevenson Landscaping of Knox-
ville on the scene, firemen succeeded in slowing
the blazes’ advance as darkness fell.

Around 9 p.m., Oskaloosa Fire Chief Willard
Ellis said he felt the blaze could be contained in the
Sherwin-Williams building.

However, a combination of stiff winds, esti-
mated at between 10 and 15 miles per hour, and
the lack of a solid fire wall between the Sherwin-
Williams building and the adjoining book store

the conflagration to break out anew in the
second floor storage ares

* & ok above the book store about

11 pm.
Estimates By midaight, the second
floor above the book store,
'op ﬂous T T — TE—
(More Pictures Five)
fire losses |—momERT
In terms of preliminary dollar |Owned by Mr. and Mrs,
‘mh&hmm“w&mmm
100 block of High avemue west|Pletely ablaze, fueled by
Thursday night and early Fri-|0ffice equipment and
mlllbyhfmmhm stores of wallpaper.
é 's history.
In recent years, the city's| Al the fire was
mmﬂthm-tndgn: brought under _control
the Lacey Hotel blaze, March 3, *"‘«‘“""“ﬂﬁwm
1962, that also destroyed quar. | 3djacent to the book had
ters occupied by Dr. George R. already suffered severe smoke
Anton, Swan Barber and Beauty m“";..m"“'u‘."‘..'.{‘..‘::.‘:
g{'wmm‘"“m"'mmmmhm
THAT location was rebuilt by | Middle of the block, also recety=
the present Fareway Store. Es- |°d some damage.
timates on the 1062 fire pegged | All that remained of the
losses as high as $250,000. Western Auto building, owned
Early guesses on the Joss from by the Kalbach Realty Compa~
the fire that erupted in the West- | ny, Friday morning was the
ern Auto Store around 5:45 p.m., [outside walls. The area was
Thursday, range in the neighbor- | roped off as crews prepared to
4 * hood of $400,000, and indications | knock down the walls to pre-
y, grlm scene are that it could go higher, | vent them from collapsing into
G::Eluh':ﬁ::tmnm:: mmwmmm
HERALD PHOTOGRAPHER JOHN DE GROOT captured thi: arl rth A street in d Oskal Also destroyed Kelly Studio abo
Thursday evening from atop the Rivola building shortly after wonom Auto ;nd the adjoining Shwwin-\“yillinm; and ::I::C:MZ.I ;0:;;001':. :rmmﬂ:wm mwmmm.?‘mh
the Western Auto store on the northeast corner of High av Total fire loss has been estimated at $400,000 — worst in the city's history. ‘There have been other costly | Ings. The remaining two floors
™ blazes over the years, such as|of the three-story block were
‘ a u ’ the 18 fire that destroyed the |used for storage or were va-
the present Mathew Lumber Co.,| The building housing the
but because of inflation none | Benz Central Book Store also
have carried the dollar loss as-|is owned by Kalbach Realty
thunderstorms Bk et | R
By JOHN D. MATTIX disasters of all time. ed in the complete destruction : -
y United Press International | The heaviest fall reported was | ., - B oot s i o ity T
Portions of lowa had M:_nmmmm.mm'“""‘”‘h'..m the fire station here sounded, | extremely heavy smoke and wa
Tights of thundersiorms a n d | ¢ast of Marshalliown. §m a11(Fire Chief Willard Elis said at |summaning e ea e damage 1o 3 fourth i s
high winds. streams throughout the area|4:45 am., Friday, as he stood |Of the Western Auto Store at 121 "ql-"erblockmn. ¥
Rainfall of betwéen two to|¥ere over their banks. Larger | viewing the gutted, High avenue west In the last few years," the
mmmw“ﬁmmrﬂuﬁmmmn buildings involved | FLAMES Mlmmﬂhl:dh'(nl“ll.d mmypez:
.““MAMHWMMMMM in one of the worst Oskaloosa |diately out of control and result- me “.dl‘:e\:‘:m
east of Marshalltown e ar1y|Thursday. M L I s quarter block.”
Rl e 00 | Municipal  airport [ o
Regents S o age ot Ok 1 SuNday & v e o,
ibove ¥ 5
by s nches - open NoUSe JUNAQY | cri e soming ve hoio
students View| o s pes soines river, all-day open house high-  present an gerobatic the “fantastic Tesponse we
DES MOINES (UPI)o—Two| Four Mile Creek was out of its | jighted by an afternoon pro-(1:30 and the sky-divers will|from many firemen. Some
University of T o w a students | D2nks the Raccoon River was |gram of aerobatic and sky-diyv-|make another jump at about(them came from 50 miles
talked to the Towa Board of Re-| 100ding in the Redfield area, |ing performances will be heid |2:30 p.m. away.”
gents Thursday to deliver the 214 Just south of Des Moines Sunday at the Muni- | The day's activities will also| AR aerial Jadder provided
“viewpoint of the students” on North River was 30 inches | cipal Airport located just north |include one cent per pound air- |the Centerville Fire Department
last week's demonstration fn|OVer its banks. of U.S, Highway 63 near Cedar. | plane rides with jocal commer. |and 8 boom truck, which both
Jowa City. Mwmm‘mwﬂmmnmmmﬁmtﬂpmm
"We have to kick the havit|FOUP QUESHONE |, o tnen troms . to'¢ |and special Jet helicopter rides 94, in response to urgent
that the only time people of this ,_,,hﬂm,ummmm.m&mmwm.m
country listen to us is when i) DM bombing {fin emphasis wil be on the vear at the lowa State Fair n |the groatest praise from
people are killed or property afternoon program, which will | Des Moines. du&umn.e«m
damaged,” said Bruce Orr, a| DES MOINES (UPI) — Four |be launched at 1 p.m. with a Almmmnhm";—_ga men from 13 towns,
senior in business_administra - | persons—including a 15-year-old | special flag-raising presentation |port will be on display as well h:‘m““ﬂvl’
trion from West Branch. boy and a woman—have been [by a local Boy Scout troop,  |as special antique aircraft dis- | ¥ere two pieces of aerial
Pete Aran, a freshman from |charged with possession of ex-| "y (benie mwmammg:w that poured water
Pocahontas, said “We want to|plosive devices in connection ceremonies | iane - Association, on top of the fire,"” Eli
ask you as a favor to work|with thé fecent theft of dyna-|¥ll be conciuded by a para-|"if"agqition to providing the | Sid: :
with cooperative students and|mite and blasting caps from a [chule Jump by members of 4oy with a chance to view the | AS the flames wero brought sk oo Rl
nmuumn»umnumm‘ﬁm sky-divers e1ub|joca airport facilities, new air- |UNder control sometime shortly THE FACES of O: Fire Chief App y 120 firemen from 14 com~
dent leaders who are willing to mmﬁgw Fairfield. port manager Philip Vannoy,|after 3 am., Friday, the fire- | Willard Ellis (right) and Capt. Joo Towns- munities including Oskaloosa battled the
work through normal channels [ bombing of the stat-| Stunt pilot Dick Willets of Al- | will be on hand to get-acquaint-| FIREMEN . . . ley mirror their concern during the early disastrous blaze. (Herald Photo)
without the use of violence.” | tion. bia and his “Crazy Cub” will led, (Continued on Page Seven) |stages of the worst fire in the city's history.
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Engulfed in flames

FLAMES AND DENSE SMOKE filled the air about [

7:30 Thursday evening as the Western Auto store was
completely engulfed despite the courageous efforts of
Oskaloosa firemen and units from surrounding communi-

ties. Not until two aerial units came into play later was
the roaring inferno slowed, and then not before the Sherwin.
Williams and Benz Central Book Store were destroyed.

WE ARE VERY PROUD
OF OSKALOOSA'S
NEW FIREHOUSE!

the new
firehouse!

SKALOQOg

MCcCALL

MONUMENT
COMPANY

SINCE 1862

327 N. L St.
Oskaloosa

(641) 673-8161

Notable Fires

PROUD TO SUPPORT
OSKALOOSA FIRE DEPT

Phil Griffin Agency
1007 S Market St
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
(641) 673-8965

e
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

®

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,
SJ.and Its Operating Companies

6000 American Parkway, Madison Wl 53783

Visit amfam.com for details. 007250 Rev. 1/17 ©2017
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Downtown fire takes '
life of Oskaloosa man

gusts up to 30 miles per hour Ole Town Square pouring water
fanned the flames and sent smoke ~ down, and more firemen were on
over the Courthouse, billowing so  the roof of the first floor portions
it was seen as far as Fre- at theml;gartgfe the bmmdgml;mtl&
fire Sunday morning in two build- mont, 12 miles away. The wind  ings, others were ri h
ings on u,g north side of O‘Lkaloo- chill factor was six degrees Fah-  boom truck as it moved from
sa’s historic city square. State renheit. Miller said the wind and place to place in the street or the
Medical Examiner Dr. Tom Ben-  ice on equipment and clothing  alleys. : ;
nett, who performed an autopsy m‘ii:ul tfightmg the blaze more Miller considered that the fire

By MARY PALMER
Herald Staff Writer

One person is dead as result of a

Sunday afternoon says the victim
was David Wayne Yarbrough, 24.

at the scene all Sunday night and
the east half of the 100 block of
High Ave. East was still barri-

of fears the west and south walls
persistent hot spot under the

water.'
The State Fire Marshall’s office
has been called in to investigate

to arrive Monday merning.

mons, occupant of a third floor ¥ sate
apartment above Voorhees Studio g
of Photography. Sammons

Fire Chief Dave Miller said
flames were coming from the rear
windows of the second floor of ters
Brown’s Shoe Fit building when :
firemen arrived at the scene. He

A N H were fighting the blaze from sev-
believed that the fire started in eral angles. One hose was aimed
Smith, but would not make that at the left front top window or the stored on the second floor. He had

e : t side wall of Fl Village, f
official. The body was found in :neg a:lot(l!:e‘: EE aim‘zﬁ!; the :§:t not been able to enter the building;

top window of the Voorhees build.  20d had no idea what his future
A britk Lo cat i Seth ing. Firemen were on the roof of  Plans might be. -

that apartment, occupied by Tom

that apartment and removed
about 1 p.m.

. John Sybenga, owner of the New Sh: wnshij
Firemen and a boom truck were Brown and Voorhees building, p:ﬁvas _an;::dcidr:;:& menp xg
Is;aui‘lldif:ll‘;e apartments were inthe  equipment to the scene. By that

. His managef, Marlys {ime a small part of the wall on
¥ Klein, said she had rented apart- ’ 3
caded Monday morning, because Hiedts (o Dorothy Williams, Avery the west side of Flower Village

O (e buling might olapee. A Mers, Sammons, Gory Russel  ovmer S buing and the

: i g who the victim was or how he got
Flower Village roof still required there,” Sybenga said. “We re

to Tom Smith.”
i Willi:fms was located at the and water damage on the ground
cause of the blaze. Mike Hyles ome of her mother. Meyers was levels. The office immediately to
ted aided to escape with just “impor- the west across the alley had

from Mt. Pleasant was e: {.‘abnt ig;p;rs’t’h anl?ed wgsiog;o‘gded minor smoke damage.
5 : : us y the . Gary
= Il;°h‘s’eun‘ée:;“;:gma I‘é:]:r;tsifz Russell and Tom Smith have  rented by Bill Sunstrum’s grand-
o made contact with authorities and father in 1914 and purchased by

Ear:)y ll:l the gire, as wmtdm gnd Viola Ste;'enson in the 1940’s,

2 hi were broken and oxygen ente unstrum said. He was selling the

ng’gt.so}rl:%:g two cbaltl.;?: the burning structures, a flash  building on contract. He had no
 the fire explosion sent glass ﬂymg across estimate of damage.

* {.)he itreet lzfto tltl'.ge park and blew

ricks out rear third-story

wall, just missing some firefigh-  €rs of Flower Village and the Gift

At the height of the fire, firemen 811 their records were in the

Come in and try all of our
Margarita flavors!

y R2E=hy r
The BEST

Mexican Food!

200 High Ave. West * Oskaloosa, lowa

641-672-9773

Sunday to Thursday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
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1988

.

'S\\

was under control about 11 a.m.,
after three other departments —

had fallen out, and the roofs of the
Sybenga building had collapsed to
the floor of the third story. Miller

said there was fire damage on the
second floors, also, with smoke

The Sunstrum building was

the family from Maxwell O’Brien

‘rom and Debbie Schmidt, own-
Box, housed in that building, said
building, and they had “partial”

insurance. The third floor was
vacant and mercnandise was

Robert Auld Josh Archer

Providing Friendly Professional
Investment Advice To Investors
For Over 31 Years

Call for a free consultation today
641-673-9448 « 1-800-444-2853
124 A Avenue East ¢ Oskaloosa, lowa

Securities and advisory services offered through SagePoint Financial,

Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Robert Auld Investments is not affiliated
with SagePoint or registered as a broker dealer or investment advisor.

Oskaloosa Super 8
306 S. 17th Street o (641) 673-8481

www.super8.com
Reservations: 1-800-800-8000

DIRECTV e Free Wi-Fi
e Free Local Calls
e Children Under 12 Stay Free
o Free Super Start Breakfast
including Hot Waffles
o Coffeemaker, Microwave, Refrigerator,
Ironing Board, Iron and Hair Dryer
in all rooms.

Pets will be allowed in all smoking rooms.
Also, few non-smoking rooms with
approval and fee
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" Brown’s Shoe Fit Manager Jim
Zimmerman said they had been
able to remove records but
nothing else. He also had no idea
what plans would be. He planned

to begin inventory and clean-
up as soon as they are allowed
into the building.

Dean Voorhees was able to
salvage one camera and nega-
tives, and most of his Saturday
work. He said almost every-
thing was covered with water.
He said they proba:;y will

h: mqvg-m.annth ‘build-
in% woh’t be Sure until he
is able to get into the store.

Joanne Estal said their dam-
age was “minor”, and they fs j e

=hope to have Ole Town Square t bl SOBIA &2 TN i

-open in two or three days. Vi i !
There was some smoke on all
floors and a “minimal”
amount of water in the lower
level. She paid tribute to the
firefighters for a “tremendous
job,” saying that two scorch
marks on their west wall
showed how close they came to
losing their building.

“I'm still in a state of
shock,” Sybenga said. He had
no estimate of damage Sunday
night.

During the morning and
much of the afternoon, traffic
in the down town area was
blocked off, including highway
137. Iowa Power and Light
crews were called at 6:25 a.m.

it

m;nfft assist. Flerre:x:g / 9 gg - " Herald phofos by Mary PalmAer‘
ls;hu‘illt off the gas supply to the 7 ” oY 3 ;

S. \ >
- b gy g Firefighters battle blaze Sunday morning. See pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

according to Irma Glattly,
local historian. At that time,
Blakeslee Drug Store, located
on the west side of the square
where Holton’s and the Car-
ousel were most recently, was
destroyed.

LEADING EDGE ”//”W

BUILDERS on the
Leaders in Post Frame Design and Construction -
, _ completion of the
Leading Edge Builders -
2356 Hwy 23 » PO Box 1006 beautiful
kal , | 2577 =
Oskaloosa, lowa 525 new firehouse!

The Leader for:
Suburban -eAgi?cL‘leI:u?;-Equine VAN ROEKEL
Residential - C ial and
Municipal Post Frame Building APPLIANCE

B -
Projects ' ates Funeral Chapel Josh DeLong
Authorized Dealer Honoring wishes,
Toll Free: 800-622-8324 Celebrating Lives...
Fax: 641-673-1950 APPLIANCES, SALES & SERVICE
www.tlebia.com 2422 Hwy. 92 East » Oskaloosa, IA 52577 114 South 7th St.
le 641-673-4427 al Oskgi?og% 117%35626577

Leaders in Post Frame Design and Constructior & vanroekelappliance.com J www.batesfuneralchapel.com
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2006
Osky church ‘a total loss,” but is

looking toward ‘a new beginning’

o

Herald photos by Jared McNeill

By JARED McNEILL
The Oskaloosa Herald

OSKALOOSA — A fire,
originating in the basement
of the Oskaloosa First
Church of the Nazarene,
claimed the church building
Saturday night as firefighters
battled the blaze early into
the morning.

“It looks to be a total
loss,” said Oskaloosa Fire
Chief Frank Glandon at an
impromptu press conference
Saturday night.

According to Glandon, the
Oskaloosa Fire Department
was called out at 7:01 p.m. to
The Oskaloosa First Church
of the Nazarene, 300 S. 11th
St. Four more fire depart-
ments had been called to the
scene: New Sharon,
Fremont, Eddyville and

Ottumwa. A number of other
agencies were helping out as
well.

The fire originated in the
basement in the area of the
furnace room then worked its
way up to the area of the
sanctuary.

He said that a person was
at the church readying it for a
prayer meeting when smoke
was discovered.

He said that no one was in
the building at the time of the
fire, so there was no fear of
injuries in that regard.

Also, at the time of the
press conference, no injuries
were reported from the per-
sonnel.

The health of the firefight-
ers was at the forefront of the

KELLI STEIL

9

OSKALOOSA VISION CENTER

Molly J. Walker, O.D.
Daniel J. Foster, O.D.

Ensure Your Entire
Family Has Healthy Eyes

& Clear Vision

Call today to
schedule your appointments!

303 North 1st, Oskaloosa, IA
641-673-4366
www.OskaloosaVision.com

We are proud of our new fire station

oo StateFarm

309 High Ave. East, Oskaloosa
kelli.steil.rzxn @ statefarm.com

(641) 673-0088

AUTO * HOME ¢ LIFE *» RENTER’S
HEALTH ¢ BUSINESS ¢ INVESTMENTS

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
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church’s mind, according to
the Oskaloosa Nazarene
Church Board Secretary Joe
Milledge.

“Our immediate concern
is the safety of the firefight-
ers, obviously, and we want
to stay out of their way so
that they can do their work,”
he said. “Secondarily, our
concern is also for our con-
gregation and that they have
a place to meet and worship
and we also have a concern
for the safety of the premises
after the fire is put out
because this will be a haz-
ardous area.”

Milledge said that the
church’s campus was more
than just one building. Five
other buildings encompass
the block.

Though  when asked
whether church would be
held in another building, he
said that arrangements had
been made at an 8:30 p.m.
church board meeting that
Sunday’s church service
would be held at George
Daily Auditorium.

A pastor from Fellowship
Bible Church, who had a
child in the Missoula
Children’s Theatre perfor-
mance at George Daily
Auditorium Saturday night,
got word of what had tran-
spired and asked Wright if it
would be OK if the Nazarene
church could use the audito-
rium’s facilities for worship.

He agreed. Phone calls
were made and it happened.

Wright said that this is just
how things are in Oskaloosa

“with people collaborating
together and sharing their
resources freely and that’s
why the community’s able to
do the things it does.”

But this isn’t the only
thing on the church’s mind.
The church has had an inter-
im pastor and has been look-
ing for a new minister.

Pastor Dave Childers has
been happy to fill that role
for four and a half months,
and addressed his feelings
concerning the fire Saturday
night.

“Our people have a
tremendous sense of loss, but
it re-emphasizes again that
the church is not a building,”
Childers said. “The church is
God’s love for hearts of peo-
ple.”

According to Childers, the
congregation just got done
celebrating  their ~ 90th
anniversary, but remained
steadfast when he said,
“We’re marching toward a
100 and believe the greatest
days for this church are still
in the future.”

He, along with Milledge
expressed their gratitude to
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Church fire

those helping in the battle to
get the fire out.
The next morning at
‘church’

That future started the
next day at Oskaloosa’s
George Daily Auditorium.

People packed the make-
shift church as they prepared
for worship Sunday.

The service started with
Pastor Childers speaking.

“The church building is a
total loss,” he said, but
emphasized that they weren’t
here just to talk about that,
they were there for worship.

That the church did.

Songs flooded the audito-
rium as people sang:

“Lord, prepare me to be a
sanctuary

Pure and holy, tried and
true

With thanksgiving, I'll be
a living

Sanctuary for you.”

Not long after more songs
and prayer, Milledge got up
to say a few words.

He led off with speaking
about driving past the
church’s remains that morn-
ing and seeing the church
sign, still intact, as it said,
“Count your blessings, not
your problems.”

With that, he spoke to the
kids reassuring them that

Pastor David Childers wanted the people to pray

everything was going to be
all right.

He then let the church
know about a number they
could call, a local number,
(641) 969-7999, for informa-
tion concerning their church,
since the communication
system was down.

He also let them know
about a service to be held at
the Christian Life Center,
another of the buildings on
the church’s campus, to be
held at 6 p.m. Sunday night.

Concerning the actual
remains of the building, he
said that the state fire mar-
shal has taken possession of
it.

He also let the church
know that the board had
decided Thursday to nomi-
nate Childers to be their next
pastor. Auditorium-wide
applause followed.

A vote for this will take
place next Sunday.

Soon after, Childers got
up to deliver his sermon con-

cerning fire.
Not just physical fire,
though that was indeed

touched on, but the fire
inside of a Christian. He
warned that Christians need
to keep the fire burning
inside.

He told the story of the
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at the Sunday night service at the Osky
Nazarene’s Christian Life Center. That they did.

burning bush and Moses and
how God got Moses’ atten-
tion.

He told of the fire on the
tongues of the apostles found
in the book of Acts, chapter
two.

In keeping with his illus-
tration, he hearkened back to
the night before as he
watched the church’s steeple
succumb to the flames and
fall into the sanctuary.

He was reminded of the
reasoning behind the struc-
ture of the steeple. A dove,
which in Christianity repre-
sents the Holy Spirit, was
placed at the top.

He said that the steeple
falling was an example of the
Spirit of God not afraid of
going into the fire and mak-
ing something out of the situ-
ation.

As he got near to the end
of his sermon he said, “I
don’t know what the next
step is going to be, I just
know He’s going to be faith-
ful, to me and to you,” he
said.

Lisa Munn, a New Sharon
City Council member, who’s
been attending the church for
25 years, seemed to agree
with the pastor and said that
she thinks that the church
will rebuild and good will
come of it.

Gary Staggs, who has
been attending the church
since 1979, echoes the same
thoughts. He says the church
was full of many memories
for him including his mar-
riage “but in the same way,
it’s the start of a new begin-
ning.”

12:30 p.m. press
conference

Though the church was
looking for a new start, the
old business of the still-
smoking rubble had to be
attended to.

A press conference was
held at the Oskaloosa Fire
Department on Sunday at
12:30 p.m. where a press
release was issued.

The release mentioned
that 40 firefighters from five
departments helped in fight-
ing the fire: Oskaloosa, New

Sharon, Eddyville, Fremont
and Ottumwa.

The release also thanked
all who were involved in
helping out in the process of
helping with the fire fight
including: the Oskaloosa
Police  Department, the
Mahaska County Sheriff’s
Office, the Mahaska County
Sheriff’s Posse, Mahaska
County Emergency
Management, the Oskaloosa
Water  Department, the
Oskaloosa Street
Department, the Mahaska
County Chapter of the Red
Cross, the Firefighter’s
Auxiliary Support Team and
Musco Mobile Lighting.

“No cause for the fire has
been determined and the
incident is under investiga-
tion,” read Glandon. “The
Iowa State Fire Marshal’s
office has been contacted to
assist in the investigation.”

He continued, “There is
no suspicion of arson, but the
fire marshal’s office will pro-
vide expertise in the investi-
gation. The church building
was a total loss estimated in
the millions.”

‘When asked when such an
investigation were to take
place, Glandon said, “The
investigator for this area has
another fire that he is on right
now investigating, but I hope
to see him in either tomorrow
(Monday) or the next day.”

According to the press
release, firefighters were at
the scene until 5 am.,
Sunday morning.

Also, there was a report of
a firefighter having to go to
Mahaska Health Partnership
for a puncture wound in the
hand, but that firefighter has

since been treated and
released.

The press release conclud-
ed by saying that law

enforcement will stay on the
scene for the purpose of

security in guarding the
remains.
At the CLC, Sunday

night
In the shadow of the rem-
nants of the once-proud
church  building, people
poured into the Christian

Interim Pastor David Childers delivers a mes-
sage of fire to the church-goers at George Daily
Auditorium Sunday morning. The church will be
using these facilities for the next two weeks.

Life Center, or CLC, for fel-
lowship and to get ready for
the service to be held at 6
p.m. Sunday night.

When the service started,
Childers got up to inform
those in attendance that for
the next two weeks, Jan. 29
and Feb. 5, the church is
going to meet at George
Daily at 10 a.m., though any-
thing past that is still up in
the air.

Not long after some
singing, the district superin-
tendent for the Nazarene
Churches in Iowa, the Rev.
Garey Miller, got up to
speak.

His message, at least in
part, had to do with “the
Lord’s timing.”

He indicated that Childers
seemed to be the right man
for the job.

After all, Childers came
from building stock (his
father built houses, among
other things), and Childers,

himself, saw through a
church in Pella as it was
built.

Miller did add that much
praying still had to be done

A Firefighter
Poem

He stares in the face of
death without a second
thought,

To save that one special
life that he so bravely
sought.
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He has walked as close

<« b2l
before Childers became full- to Hell on Ear t as

time pastor.

Soon after, Childers again
got up to speak urging prayer
for the upcoming events and
said “So, this is the begin-
ning of the long journey.”

Hearkening on his church-
building experience he
warned the people about how
hard it would be.

He said that exciting times
were ahead, “but you never
do a great work for God
without a significant cost.”

He urged the people to
pray that night for a number
of things.

In large groups, the people
did just that.

They prayed about the
future that awaited them.

Soon after, they dismissed
with the Doxology:

“Praise God, from Whom
all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures
here below;

Praise Him above,
heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost.”

Herald Assistant Editor
Jared McNeill can be
reached through e-mail at
Jjmeneill@oskyherald.com

any man could do.
And he’s so proud
of the job he did for
people he never knew.
He puts his life on the
line every time duty
calls, always doing
what needs to be done.
Without even a pause.

— because he is a

Fireman.

ongratulations

onh your new
Fire Station!!
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DOWNTOWN OS

One mjured in

Fire chief: “The
fire at this point
is suspicious’

BY DUANE NOLLEN
The Oskaloosa Herald

OSKALOOSA — A person was
injured in an early morning fire
Monday in downtown Oska-
loosa.

The Oskaloosa Fire Depart-
ment received a call at 2:15 a.m.
that there was a fire in the 200
block of First Avenue East.

“The main fire started in the
back of Evolutions,” Oskaloosa
Fire Chief Mark Neff said.

There was one injury, but
there were no firefighter inju-
ries, Neff said.

“The fire at this point is suspi-
cious,” Neff said.

“The State Fire Marshal office
was contacted to assist with

“Established over 75 years ago
& still providing Oskaloosa with the best Realty & Closings

Real Estate service around!” 1207 A Ave E, Ste B
Oskaloosa, IA 52577

641.673.9465

=
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WWW.GATTONREALTY.COM
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the investigation which is still

ongoing. The cause of the fire

is suspicious and any criminal
investigation will be handled
by the Oskaloosa Police Depart-
ment,” according to a press
release from the Oskaloosa Fire
Department.

Oskaloosa Police Chief John
“Jake” McGee said that an indi-
vidual ran up to police officers
at the police department and
indicted there was a fire. That
person was burned.

Neff said the injured person
was a suspect.

The Oskaloosa Fire Depart-
ment received mutual aid
assistance from five area fire
departments — Pella, Eddyville,
Montezuma, New Sharon and
Cedar Township, Neff said.

In total, 49 firefighters from
the departments battled the
blaze for six hours, according

kaloosa Fire Department.

Neff said that the Pella Fire
Department’s assistance with
its aerial fire truck was greatly
appreciated.

“I don’t think there is fire
damage to Swim’s or True
Value,” Neff said.

However, those businesses,

Hospice of Mahaska County and
to the press release from the Os- the MidWestOne drive-up bank
sustained smoke and water
damage, he added.

Due to heavy smoke and water
damage, Swim Sports, located
below the fire floor, has cause
this business to be closed until
further notice. However, the
drive-up bank was able to open
for business, according to the

Herald ﬁh'oto by
Duane Nollen

Above,
firefighters
battled a fire
early Monday
morning in
downtown
Oskaloosa.
Left,
firefighters
inspect the
fire-damaged
building as
they wrap up
their efforts
Monday
around 7 a.m.

loosa Fire Department.

its aerial ladder truck.

press release from the Oska-

Oskaloosa City Manager Mi-
chael Schrock Jr. observed the
efforts to extinguish the blaze.

“I’'m pretty happy with the
response,” Schrock said. He ap-
preciated all of the responding
agencies’ efforts — especially
the Pella Fiire Department and

“They did a great job — they
had it contained to a couple of
buildings,” he said.

Firefighters stopped hosing
down the building at 6:57 a.m.,
but Neff indicated firefighters
would still be on the scene for a
couple more hours.
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Contact Candice with any questions or to schedule a four day.

Thank You for
Your Services
and
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COUNTY
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Honor Roll of Oskaloosa Firefighters

JW Daniels
Thomas Mason
JL Kenworthy
John McKey
James Capp
Buck Capp
GW Watkins
Thomas Mcgee
JC Stewart
John Martin
WL Neagle
GH Price

JB Stewart
Thomas Marew
Jim Ball
Melvin George
L Bush

SB Leemass

W Castor

ED Siiman
Phil Hirline
George Burton
JH Brown

JH Mendwall
Buck Ball

HB Waters

GL Cook

Lem Mason

W Ballinger

G Sondrager
Fred Leomis
WL Martinstein
E Simmons
Rifenberry

W Dryburgh
W Harvey
Henry Sandrager
George Edwards
Will Mitchell
T Ballinger
Dave Baxter

R Holtman

C Rikett

Levi Cook

JW Laffallett
John Bird
Chas Northap
BT Dunten

L McCall

F Barnhart

T Coby

W Drybird

C Way

P Jones

Ott McCorol
James Gibbons
Jo Gibbons

J Lyons

T Herr

W Maness

T Vanderlinden
Charley Leon
Steve Stewart
Richard Cricket
Frank Long
Doug White
Miller Brickhart
Nelson Cook
W Chin

Perry Byrd
George Carr
Chaz Carr

BT Dutton

Sam Hendryx
Jud Lyon

LH McCall

Alt McCord
John Martin
Henry Myers
WM Richie

George Sandrager

Mike Schully
Robert Coose
Robert Seaser
John Townsman
Frank Bronson
West Spencer
Gus Link

CH McClean
Isaac Bush

Al Mickelback
John Bradberry
CS Phillips

Van Hall

Will Martinshine
Frank Card
Harry Broswell
Allen Pyle
Smith Celender
Grant Brown
Sam Jones

Will Richie
Ralph Watkins
Burt Wells
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Harry Templeton
Jakob Turner

C Hartman

D Vanderlinden
M Scully

Frank Bronson
Will Davis

C Rose

Sam Shafer
August Link
Andy Wymore
Abe Homes

G Siberth
George Yardan
Harvy Carr

Y Carr

Will Yashee
Grant Daniels

H Daniels

L Palmer

G Gordan

AW Mitvhel
Sherman Taylor
C hief W]Gochee
Irv H. McCracken
Frank Bridges
Homer Little
George Gordan
Ralh Palmer

Ed Simmons
Henry Sandrager
Nelson Cook
Captain Elmer Patter-
son

Walter Radcliff
Fred Daniels
Fred Sandreger
C Young
Hsatchett
Johnston

Frank Bush
Elmer Munsel
James Donnelly
Stanley

C Carroll
Marrion Whitmore
Otar Herbig

Leo Dowd

Leo Kirk

C Richmond
Herbert Koger
Frank Spats

Frank Mathews
Earl Allender
Herbert Gillet
Chief William Pyle
Fred Barnhill

Captain John Chitwood

Captain Harry Griffis

ChiefMarion Whitmore

Roy Kime

Leo Kirk

Earl Allender

John Mubhivihill
Clifford Hartness
Kenneth Whitehead
Paul Donnelly

Captain Robert Schultz

Captain Joe Townsley
Chief Willard Ellis
Joe Beal

Donald Beach

Paul Robbins

Robert Horn

Ronald Oetjen

John Gasper

Captain John Plate
Pat Burke

Melvin Sanders
Harry Kennedy
Richard McCulley
Larry Fleener
Donald Russell

Jerry Ver Steeg
Charles Lowry
Captain Dean W. Bone
Kenneth Guthrie
Jack Tucker

Marvin R. Strasser
Chief Francis R.
Glandon

Chief David P. Miller
James Welsh

Steve E. Westra
Larry R. Davis
Theodore Stair

Dale B. Johnson

Lee Grandia

Charles Fred Helmick
Mark Schenk

Gene L. Castor

Pat McCormick
David G. Green
Raymond Wipple

Frank L. Johnson
Rick Walraven
Captain Danny R. Fet-
ters

James Willoughby
Charles Lockard
Rick Kelderman
Colen Frush
Shannon Pugh
Richard Biddle
Dennis Shepherd
Micheal L. McCall
Kevin L. Vande Wall
Micheal L. Brewer
Ernest M. Brees
Ronald D. Padgett
Micheal W. Pritchard
Captain Tim Nance
Robert J. Miller
Captain Chris W. Mil-
burn

Craig E. Brown
Mark Hall

Scott Howard
Captain David Chris-
tenson

Rocky Stevens
Christopher Widmor
Russell Farnsworth
Michael Davidson
Daniel Rozendaal
Rodney Minter
Thomas Whitehead
Christine Wright
Carl Cook

Captain Tim Besco
Steven Gursky

John Lynch

Chief Mark Neft
Burdette Brown
Craig Ver Hul

Mark Tennison
James R.H. Gillespie
Shane Glandon
Adam Haroldson
Captain Daniel Hoy
Thomas Warndahl
Eric Martin

Josh Johnson

Isaac Allmaras
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Proud to Partner for Emergency
Response in Mahaska County

The Mahaska community benefits from the partnership of emergency responders working together for
your health and safety every day. When there is a fire, accident or distress call, multiple agencies
are at your service to ensure you can be rescued, protected and cared for.

Mahaska Health Partnership Emergency Services wishes to thank all fire, law enforcement and
emergency management personnel who work tirelessly and selflessly to keep our community
safe. Each agency goes the extra mile, without question or reservation, and we are proud to
serve alongside them.

No matter which uniform they wear, the commitment to serving our community is evident in
all they do. Thank you!
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AMERICAN MADE
FROM FACTORY TO SHELF

From hydrants to valves, we make all of our products right here

in America so they're compliant with the Buy American Act from
day one. Our American workers first started turning American
iron and steel into the highest quality products on the marketin
1878. From the moment they hit the shelves, our products are also
in full compliance with the Federal Highway Administration Act
and the Consolidated Appropriations Act— saving you money
while supporting American jobs.

For more information, visit www.mcwanebuyamerican.com.
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