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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 

HAMMOND DIVISION 
 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v.        CASE NUMBER:  2:20 CR 118 
 
 
JOSEPH STAHURA 
 
   Defendant. 

 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL SENTENCING MEMORANDUM 
 

 Comes Now, Defendant Joseph Stahura, by counsel Kerry C. Connor, and 

files the attached letters from family, friends, Whiting residents, employees, 

business owners, consultants, engineers, community leaders, public servants and 

even other mayors. Over the last several months, Counsel has received many phone 

calls, messages, emails and approximately 130 letters of support on Mr. Stahura’s 

behalf. The letters submitted here are a representative sampling of the whole. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ Kerry C. Connor     
Kerry C. Connor 
Attorney at Law 
8320 Kennedy Ave., 
Highland, IN 46322 
Phone: (219) 803-8030 
Fax: (219) 247-1980 
kcconnor@sbcglobal.net 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on December 15, 2020, I electronically filed the foregoing 
with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system which sent notification of 
such filing to all attorneys of record. 

 
          
   /s/ Kerry C. Connor 

Kerry C. Connor 
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INDEX OF LETTERS 
United States v. Joseph Stahura 

 
Cause Number: 2:20 CR 118 

 
1.  Joseph Stahura 
2. Eileen Adams, Daughter 
3. Natalie Pishkur, Sister 
4. Richard Stahura, Brother  
5. John Wilkening, Former Resident 
6. Donna Cafferata, Resident 
7. David & Carol  Knish, Resident 
8. David Danko, Friend 
9. James Witczak, Resident 
10. Andres Duarte Casillas, Resident 
11. Laura Wright,  Friend & Resident 
12. Joseph Pishkur, Former Resident & Employee 
13. John Gerba, Friend & Resident 
14. James Klochan, Friend & Resident 
15. Garry Kostyo, Resident  
16. Michele Rohrman, Resident 
17. Elaine “Skip" Gehring, Resident 
18. Frank Vargo, Resident 
19. Alisa Crandol, Friend 
20. Mark Harbin, Friend & Resident 
21. Calla Harbin, Friend & Resident 
22. Ethan Harbin, Friend & Resident 
23. Robert Spajer, Family Friend 
24. Gayle Kosalko, Whiting Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce 
25. Andy Dybel, Treasurer of Whiting Lions Club 
26. American Legion Post 80 
27. Edward Boyle, Secretary of Whiting Elks #1273 
28. Lisa Daugherty, CEO of Lake Area United Way 
29. David Raymond, Owner of Raymond Entertainment Group 
30. Denise Sejna, City Attorney of Whiting 
31. Brian Rancich, Firefighter and EMT 
32. Christopher Prevatte,  Police Officer 
33. Steve Spebar, Mayor of Whiting 
34. Jennifer Giancola, City Treasurer of Whiting 
35. Mary Lowry, Scholarship Recipient 
36. Donald Greer, Chief of Police 
37. Daniel Macon, Police Officer 
38. Michael Mantich, Former Fire Chief 
39. Stephen Miller, Former Chief of Police 
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40. Ryan Eder, Business Owner 
41. Thomas Keilman, Former Director of Government and Public Affairs at BP  
42. Amy McCormack, President of Calumet College of Saint Joseph 
43. Amy & Joel Bender, Business Owner 
44. Mike Schrage, President and Chief Executive Officer of Centier Bank 
45. David Wood, Mayor of Mishawaka, Indiana 
46. Harley Snyder, Former Appointee to the RDA 
47. Matthew Greller, CIO of Accelerate Indiana Municipalities (AIM) 
48. Matthew Brase, Former Colleague 
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Richard Stahura
7049 Monroe Avenue
Hammond, IN 46324

 
October 4, 2020

 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody
United States District Court
5400 Federal Plaza
Hammond, IN 46320
 

​RE: ​United States v. Joseph Stahura
​ ​Cause No. 2:20 CR 118

 
Dear Judge Moody:
 
I am writing this letter in support of my brother Joseph Stahura, who I have known all my life.  
 
In the late sixties while growing up in Whiting, Indiana on John Street, we played ball in the
street, sat on porches and spent time with family and friends.  There was an incident when a
small child ran into the street after a ball while a vehicle was approaching at a high rate of speed.
 There were cars parked on the street with little room in between.  My brother Joe came from
nowhere, and grabbed the child in front of the speeding vehicle and carried the child to the other
side of the street saving this child’s life.  Undoubtedly, it would have been very traumatic for us,
and a tragedy for their family.  Right then I knew there was something special about him, being a
teenager and putting his life on the line for that child.
 
Indeed, he is special. In high school, onto Lakeland College and then a career at B.P., continuing
as a council member and then Mayor while helping people in Whiting. As Mayor, he spent years
working hard to bring a beautiful baseball stadium for Whiting High School and area college
players, new fields for the younger players in the city and improvements to Whiting’s Lakefront
and numerous improvements to the downtown area.  These improvements have been a benefit to
Whiting residence and other area residence as well.
 
As you can see by my letter, Joe is a selfless person who truly helped others.
 
Joe is our family’s rock and although our whole family has been effected by the unfortunate
events of late, we all support him, his wife and family.  I ask you to consider leniency in his
sentencing as underlying health concerns and looming Covid 19 along with possible
incarceration certainly can mean a death sentence for him.  Please consider saving his life the
way he saved that child’s life when we were young.  Thank you for taking the time to read my
letter.
 
Respectfully,
 
 
 
Richard Stahura
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John F. Wilkening 

5840 Huron Dr. Cedar Lake, IN 46303 
 

October 14, 2020 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
 
  RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
 Your Honor, thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I don’t know I 
have ever written a more personal and hopeful letter in my life. I write to you today 
to talk about Joe Stahura. I am sure you will receive many letters for him 
referencing his incredibly important tenure as Mayor of Whiting. Many will speak 
of his great accomplishments and all he did to return a diminishing city to all time 
heights. Joe did all of those things, including leading our hometown through the tax 
crisis. No one disputes his achievements as mayor and as a community leader. I 
however, do not want to focus on that, nor the mistakes made. I will say that Joe 
again showed his true character. Unlike the many in Lake County that came before 
him to visit the bench… Joe didn’t proclaim innocence and drag the city through the 
mud for a year. Joe didn’t proclaim his innocence and insult the court’s intelligence. 
Unlike all that have stumbled in Lake County…. Joe owned it. He loved his town 
and his family far too much to drag all through a very painful process. Joe again 
stood up and said “guilty as charged” and apologized to many people in person. 
Admitting fault, owning his mistakes, and showing true character through that 
admission.  

Everyone knows Joe Stahura as “Mayor Joe” and he will likely be referenced 
that way in every letter you receive. My story is a little different. The Joe Stahura I 
write about lived on John Street by Weiner’s grocery store. It was a green sided 
home with a porch that many gathered on. For lack of better terms, it was a 
neighborhood center, where people would gather to talk and catch up. There was no 
Joe Stahura or Mayor Joe… there was just a good man and role model known to all 
as Axle.  I was raised in an apartment building over a bar and took the alley every 
day down that way to hear the messages and talk to the older guys. Axle was about 
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12 years older than me. So, throughout my formative years, he was always someone 
I looked up to. 

He always called me Johnny and I don’t think there was a day when I came 
out of the alley that I wasn’t asked what I was doing or what I had done. There was 
a group of us who certainly could have gone the wrong way in life. Some of Joe’s 
finest moments were not done by spot light in front of the city… they were done by 
candlelight, with no one watching but the midtown kids who all looked up to him. It 
was every day and it was consistent. If Joe saw us, he was putting in time with us. 
His appearance at the ballfield was a big thing. He would yell out encouragement, 
provide quick tips, waive and be gone. It was always just enough to let us know he 
was around and there for us. If something happened that should not have, you could 
always count on Joe asking if we knew anything about it… and then you either 
received some guidance or a foot in the backside.  

In 2019, I was named the top credit union executive in the United States. I do 
not put that in here for any reason but to say that with every step I took to receive 
that award, Joe Stahura’s life lessons walked with me daily.  There is no “aha 
moment” with some big occurrence to point Joe’s character out….it was every day, 
one interaction at a time. 

If you want to know my best memory of Joe Stahura, it happened during 3rd 
grade at Immaculate Conception in Whiting. My family was very poor, and there is 
just no getting around that. My father drank too much, and living above a tavern 
was not beneficial for my mom, sister and I. The 5th grade basketball coach decided 
to let 4th graders and a few 3rd graders go out for the team. As a terrible player, but 
a kid who needed something positive in his life, I went out for the team. At the time 
I couldn’t figure out how someone so awful could make the basketball team… until I 
realized it was because a guy on John Street named Axle put in a good word and it 
made all the difference in the world. I lived off that through a tough childhood 
winter. Of course, Joe wasn’t done; when I showed up at practice and had no gear 
and was lacking the money for shoes or knee pads I stood out. The story of these 
blue knee pads is one that will always stand out. My memory of Joe has always 
come back to those blue knee pads. I know he has no recollection of this story, but of 
all the things that folks have done for me, this is one thing has always been top of 
mind. We had no money and I wasn’t getting knee pads. It was bad enough my 
chucky taylor’s were war torn, but throw in the fact that I had the worst shoes on 
the team and was the only kid with no knee pads… I sure felt out of place. Those 
knee pads were sold at the Whiting Sports store on Schrage Avenue. The guy 
running that store was Joe Stahura. I don’t know how Axle knew that not having 
knee pads bothered me so much and there was no way in heck I was asking my 
mother. I guess I went in the store so much and looked at them that Joe just knew. 
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Once day Joe said the knee pads are $4.00 and with .11 cents tax the total was 
$4.11. He said he could give them to me in exchange for doing things in the 
neighborhood… as long as they were positive things with “no shortcuts”. I had knee 
pads and felt like a million dollars. The snow came and I shoveled it until I raised 
the money. It took 3 weeks and of course, on the way to pay Axle back, I got in a 
fight in front of the grocery store and lost the money. I found the 4 singles. I went to 
pay Joe and told him I lost the .11 cents. He cleared the bill and then gave me the 
word on the fight. That story to me has personified my relationship with Joe. Joe 
probably can’t recall it, but I just can’t forget it. I never have. I can’t return home 
and see that house on John Street and not recall how great it was to be the 5 year 
old or 8 year old who talked to the Stahura’s. 

Joe’s legacy is not for his time as mayor or a business owner… Joe’s legacy is 
that he always cared for his community and he was always nice. He was a good man 
who took time for all. Joe’s greatness to me was not done at events, it was done one 
conversation at a time and by devoting his time. Joe made a difference in my life not 
as the mayor. I am not some political crony. I was a poor Whiting kid who needed 
guidance and role models. Joe Stahura influenced every child that came up in the 
70’s and 80’s in that city. It was long before he became known as Mayor Joe. Axel 
Stahura was the guy… and that guy loved us. That guy guided us. That guy cared 
and always took time. 

I can’t be more sincere Your Honor, when I ask you to consider your 
sentencing, what an important man Joe was to us growing up. It brings tears to 
write a letter like this for a man that was so important and such a driving force to 
getting a generation of kids to college and to become successful adults.  I always 
believe that no one truly knows like a kid from the neighborhood does because 
they’re always around and see so much. I saw Joe often and he never hurt anyone. 
Joe is being punished and is hurting. He is walking away from his hometown, a 
flourishing city he rebuilt. He will leave us all, whether you send him away or he 
gets mercy and he decides to move away with his family for a fresh start somewhere  
maybe no one knows about this and he lives wondering the rest of his days what his 
hometown thinks about him now. The jail of his thoughts and shame and leaving all 
he loves is the greatest sentence anyone can give him.  

I don’t know how this turns out, but I do know how it turns out it if Joe 
“AXEL” Stahura doesn’t come into my life and the lives of so many who grew up in 
that era. Your Honor, I want you to know, Joe is a good man who was a role model. 
It is important that both you and Joe know the man made a difference in lives he 
didn’t even know he touched. Every accomplishment I have had in my life all goes 
back to that green aluminum sided house on John Street and that front porch…..not 
city hall.  
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       Sincerely and God Bless, 
 
       John F. Wilkening 
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                                                                   David J. Knish 

                                                                    Carol J. Knish 

                                                           1410 West 93rd Place 

                                                           Saint John, IN 46373 

 

                                              Re: United States vs. Joseph Stahura 

                                                    Cause No. 2:20      CR 118 

 

Dear Judge Moody, 

             My wife Carol and I appreciate the opportunity to write on behalf of Joseph Stahura. We 

both were raised in Whiting and the Stahura family name was very familiar to us. We know that 

Joe can be credited for many improvements to Whiting as a whole, but I would like to write 

about one personal phone call that meant so much to me. I was diagnosed with heart disease 

and needed open heart surgery to repair some blockage in my arteries. Needless to say, I was 

frightened and concerned although I tried my best not to show it. Joe took the time to call me 

and gave me the encouragement and confidence I needed to face this major surgery and life 

crisis. He certainly did not have to make the call, but out of concern for my family and me he 

made an incredibly positive difference at an exceedingly difficult time.  

              I understand that Joe made some poor decisions but I sincerely hope that the court will 

take into account the many wonderful things that he has accomplished as mayor and as a friend 

to many, Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for Joseph Stahura. 

 

                                                                                                                              Sincerely yours, 

 

 

                                                                                                                        Carol and David Knish 
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September 30th
, 2020 

The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 

RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 

Dear Judge Moody: 

I have known Joseph Stahura for much of my 56 years of life. I would have no 
reservations in saying this person is a fair, honest, and decent human-being. 

My first encounter with Mr. Stahura was when he owned the Whiting Sport Shop, I 
was just a kid that won a gift certificate that he donated to the Whiting Little 
League. I went to his store to buy a Blackhawk's jersey. The certificate amount 
didn't cover the entire amount of the jersey and I didn't have enough cash to cover 
the difference, Mr. Stahura said "he kid, this is close enough" and gave me my first 
Blackhawks jersey. I bet Mr. Stahura doesn't remember this, but I do. I know of his 
support of the Whiting Little League and of the many local kids growing up in 
Whiting. I know you have lived in the area for a long time as I have seen your name 
in the newspapers many times, so you are well aware of Mr. Stahura's love for 
Whiting and it's people. 

Later in life, I would run into "Axle" (Mr. Stahura's nickname) on and off the 
softball field at Standard Diamonds. He was a fierce competitor but played by the 
rules. After one game, I was dejected for losing to his team, he came up, shook my 
hand and said, you pitched a good game and patted me on the back. I said, we will 
get you next time, doubt it, he replied. We both smiled. I think we might have beat 
his team once out of all of the encounters, but I guarantee you, he shook my hand 
that game too. 

My next encounter with Mr. Stahura was when I was hired by Amoco Oil Company. 
Joe would become my trainer. He taught me the skills he possessed to be a Process 
Operator. Just like in softball, his passion for doing tasks the right way, the safest 
way, all of the time, was instilled in me. Follow the rules and you will go home to 
your family. This isn't something that you can fake, explosions happen in refineries 
because people don't follow the rules. Mr. Stahura would have none of that, either 
give 110% or leave. 

llPage 
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After a few years, Mr. Stahura was promoted to Training Coordinator. He asked me 
to train a class. This was a huge honor and a very challenging task. How could I live 
up to the perfection he required. If students test scores were low, this is a reflection 
on my teaching skills and his selection of me as a trainer. After a round of very 
difficult tests and low test scores, he called me into his office and said, we have 
procedures so nobody gets hurt. He pointed to a photo of the 1956 Standard Oil 
explosion, he said, we cannot ever let that happen again. Follow the rules and 
procedures. We learned from that explosion, we cannot take shortcuts. 

Whiting is a small community, I was active in the community, I would volunteer at 
the Whiting Fire Department while growing up, I became a Bailiff for the Whiting 
City Court. Being an officer of the court, I have learned that there are many ways 
with dealing with people who don't follow the rules. Criminals deserve jail time, 
misguided citizens can be a resource through community service programs. 

Your Honor, judging by the bad apples in Lake County that you sentence, many 
politicians are in it for what they can get out of it. I truly believe Joe was in it to see 
what else he can do FOR Whiting, how he could help everyone enjoy a small town. 

While I can't comment on what rules Mr. Stahura broke, knowing his passion for 
procedures and following steps, I can only conclude he wasn't fully aware of all of 
the rules or the consequences of not following them. Knowing him, he wouldn't do 
anything malicious to hurt the image of Whiting. He wouldn't tolerate another 1956 
explosion. 

The City of Whiting has lost a great mayor with his resignation, please find it in 
your heart for Whiting to not lose a great citizen too. 

Respectfully yours, 

~~~ ~~ 
James J. Witczak 

21Page 
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Laura R. Wright 
1555 Ohio Avenue 

Whiting, Indiana 46324 
 
 

October 17, 2020 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
  RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
 Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to speak for my friend 
Joe Stahura.  Even though I feel strongly that Joe was the best mayor this small 
city has ever known, this more about how he has impacted my life. 
 
 Through the years of our acquaintance, I have had much need for friends, 
with a grandson with a terminal illness.  A few years ago, we needed to have a 
fundraiser to support my daughter Sarah and my beloved grandson Aaron to make 
it possible to move and live in Pittsburg for a liver and lung transplant.  This 
journey for them could have meant up to two years if he survived.  Joe stepped 
down from the position of Mayor, became a true friend, and rallied our entire city to 
donate services, buy raffle tickets, and donate time to this benefit.  We are a large, 
well known family in this and other communities all over the county and would 
have had success, but the difference with our friend Joe and businesses and friends 
in Whiting put this event over the top.  Sarah and Aaron made many trips to 
Pittsburg, where he was placed on the two organ transplant list.  All expenses were 
covered, and Thank God because my Daughter was never able to be financially 
successful due to 21 years of constant caregiving or Aaron.  Joe knew this and liked 
and respected her immensely.  The saddest irony is that Aaron died unexpectedly 2 
weeks ago, and the fund was used to help pay for his funeral.  Within days of 
Aaron’s death, Joe send me the most touching and personal card of his shock and 
sadness.  He was in Aaron’s journey until the end, despite his own personal 
situation.  A true friend. 
 
 I could write extensively of his relationship with my husband whom he 
considered and respected as a second father and in my husband’s case, and in many, 
he used the talents of those he respected for the good of the city.  When my husband 

USDC IN/ND case 2:20-cr-00118-JTM-JPK   document 35-2   filed 12/15/20   page 22 of 34



2 | P a g e  
 

died after a long illness, he found time to meet with me to advise how to have a 
memorial that would include all the city, where my husband was a teacher, coach, 
Library board member, and a true friend to the entire city and its children.  Joe 
physically labored from early until the event was over to take the burden off me and 
our family.  When asked to speak a few words at the Memorial, he was so emotional 
he was unable to speak.   
 
These are only a few personal times in my life where he proved a true friend, and I 
wish his journey from this day forward to be remembered by all the wonderful 
things he did for a city he loved, the many he befriended,  and not for a serious 
human error.   
 
 : 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       Laura R. Wright 
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John Gerba 
1531 Caroline Avenue Whiting, Indiana 46394 (219) 659-5533 

 
 

 
October 18, 2020 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 

5400 Federal Plaza 

Hammond, Indiana 46330 

 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
I have known Joe Stahura for over forty years as a customer of his, a friend and a fellow business 
owner. I am writing this letter on behalf of my Aunt and Uncle (twin brother and sister) who 
have been helped greatly over many years by Joe when he was Mayor. I am writing this letter on 
behalf of my Aunt and Uncle. My Uncle Paul is mentally handicapped, and his twin sister Aunt 
Pauline has taken care of him almost all of their lives  They have very little income because my 
Aunt has spent her entire life as a caretaker for not only her twin brother but an older brother 
and her parents. The home they live in is well over one‐hundred years old and has many upkeep 
challenges. These challenges are magnified given their very low income. During his time as 
Mayor, Joe Stahura would look out for my Aunt and Uncle. When their home needed a new 
roof, Joe made sure they were given help in applying for a program which enabled them to have 
a new roof put on their home…..a roof that was failing but one they could not afford. There was 
a garage on the property that had fallen into disrepair over the decades and needed to be 
demolished. Once again, Joe found a program and enrolled my Aunt and Uncle in it. The 
program paid for all costs to not only demolish the garage but also haul away the debris. The 
front concrete stairs leading to the front door of my Aunt’s and Uncle’s home was crumbling 
and became dangerous. Joe found yet another program that paid for new stairs for them. Joe 
would often purchase tickets from organizations that would host fundraising dinners in town 
and pass them out to people in need. My Aunt and Uncle were recipients of many of these 
tickets over the years. 
 
I, along with my Aunt and Uncle and the entire Gerba/Bednar family are very appreciative of the 
help Joe gave to my Aunt and Uncle. His kindness eased burdens and made life a little easier for 
my Aunt and Uncle and I am grateful to him for that. I thank you in advance for your time in 
reading this letter and considering it as a part of the legal process. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John E. Gerba  
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     James R. Klochan 
   2004 Davis Avenue Whiting, IN  46394 
 
    October 18, 2020 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN  46320 
 
                                RE:       United States v. Joseph Stahura 
                                                Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
 My name is James R. Klochan.  I have known Joseph M. Stahura for sixty years. we have 
been friends for all of these years.  We grew up around the block from each other.  I also worked with 
and for Mr. Stahura for over twenty years at the BP refinery in Whiting, Indiana. 
 From a very young age Mr. Stahura displayed honesty and integrity.  When we played 
baseball, we played pitcher’s hand out.  There wasn’t enough players to have a first baseman.  
Without umpires all calls had to be mutually agreed upon.  Joe’s honesty was on display day after day 
and year after year on the baseball fields of Whiting.  His integrity made it fun to play with him or 
against him in not only baseball, but also basketball, football, and many other assorted board games. 
 Mr. Stahura came from a very large family.  He had five sisters and a brother.  His mother was 
a great homemakers and his dad was a truck driver.  I spent many night sleeping over and playing at 
their house.  It was a great place to be.  His mom and dad had the biggest kitchen that I had ever 
seen.  His mother made the best breakfast meals.  There was always plenty of food for everyone.   
 Mr. Stahura has a heart of gold and is very sensitive to other people’s feelings.  When we 
were twelve years old, Joe and I both made the Whiting All Star Team in baseball.  The team was 
good enough to win the state of Indiana tournament.  In the first game of the tournament, the bases 
were loaded and I was on third base.  We were down by one run in the last inning with our best hitter 
batting.  The pitch bounced past the catcher and I ran to home plate.  I was tagged out, the game 
ended, and we were out of the tournament.  I felt as if I had let down my teammates and the entire city 
of Whiting.  I was devastated.  I was crushed.  Joe put his arm around me and said that it was okay.  
He also came to my house to be with me.  The next morning, all was right in the world again.  In the 
fifty two years that have passed since, Joe Stahura has never mentioned that game. 
 Joseph Stahura and I went to different grade schools, different high schools, and different 
colleges.  Driver’s education class at Whiting High School was the only class we ever attended 
together.  They gave an award to the best student driver at the end of the course.  Everyone in the 
class believed that Joe was going to win the award.  His dad taught him how to drive.  He was the 
best driver in the class and he knew all the rules of the road.  He didn’t win; Mary Golden was given 
the award.  I could see the disappointment in his eyes.  He walked over to Mary and congratulated 
her.  That is Joseph M. Stahura. 
 Joseph Stahura owned and managed the Whiting Sport Shop.  He was in his early twenties at 
the time.  It was a small store that sold fishing equipment, live bait, team jerseys, and trophies.  The 
Whiting Sport Shop sponsored baseball, basketball, softball, and bowling teams.  Joe extended credit 
to almost everyone which eventually cost him the business.  He was forced to close.  It took him years 
to pay back all of his suppliers.  Being a man of integrity, he did. 
 Joseph Stahura was hired by the Amoco Oil Company to work at the Whiting refinery.  It was a 
union position as a process operator at fluidized catalytic cracking complex (FCCC).  Early in his 
career, he worked hard to be promoted into a management position.   
 I transferred into the FCCC and worked as a process operator with Joe.  Shortly after, Mr. 
Stahura was temporarily promoted to run a vapor recovery unit shutdown, mechanical repair, and 
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startup.  The shutdown and the mechanical repair went well.  A leak developed during the startup of 
the unit.  Mr. Stahura built a scaffold and sent two pipe fitters in fresh air to change a gasket that was 
leaking.  When the pipe fitters cracked the flange, one of them was splashed in his face mask and he 
panicked. He pulled off his fresh air mask and was overcome by the fumes.  Mr. Stahura caught the 
pipe fitter as he was falling off the scaffold.  Mr. Stahura pulled him to safety.  Mr. Stahura then 
removed the hydrocarbons from the unit.  Mr. Stahura saved the pipe fitter’s life that night.  
 Mr. Stahura was the shift supervisor that the other shift supervisors would call when the 
process units were upset.  He would show up day or night to help problem solve and keep us safe. 
 The most important position that Mr. Stahura held at the refinery was that of Training 
Coordinator for the FCCC.  Mr. Stahura made all the employees more competent at their jobs.  He 
made training both fun and knowledgeable.  Mr. Stahura taught us how to use computers and 
computer programs and how to understand how the data related to safely operating the process units.  
When I left the FCCC and went to other process units, I realized that the training we received from Mr. 
Stahura was vastly superior to any other process operator’s training.  
 Joseph M. Stahura has done wonders for the City of Whiting.  How was responsible for 
upgrading Whiting’s City Hall and the Whiting Public Library from a pen and paper system to 
computerized systems.   
 Mr. Stahura lessened gang activity in Whiting.  The City of Whiting purchased downtrodden 
homes and businesses.  The city either rehabbed the properties or demolished them.  The properties 
were then resold. 
 Mr. Stahura reinvigorated downtown Whiting’s business district.  There are many new 
restaurants, coffee shops, bars, and businesses that Joe Stahura, as mayor, attracted to Whiting. 
 Joe, as mayor, also used grants and city funds to upscale Whiting Park and to build smaller 
parks throughout the city.  Mr. Stahura placed parking meters in Whiting Park to help pay for the 
salaries of the city workers.  The parking is free for the citizens of Whiting.   
 As mayor, Joseph Stahura used public, private, and corporate sponsorships to build and to 
maintain the Mascot Hall of Fame.  
 As mayor, Joseph Stahura implemented a program that enabled homeowners to remodel and 
upgrade their homes with financial help from the City of Whiting.   
 The City of Whiting gave month stipends to all the businesses in Whiting during the corona 
virus pandemic shutdown.  This helped to keep the businesses viable while they were shut down. 
 Joseph M. Stahura is a great man.  He has improved the quality of life for all the citizens of 
Whiting, Indiana.  He has done more to improve the City of Whiting in his thirteen years as mayor than 
the last ten mayors combined.   
 Joseph M. Stahura became mayor to help and improve the City of Whiting.  I am proud to be 
his friend.  I am proud of all his accomplishments.  The City of Whiting is better off with Joseph M. 
Stahura in it.  The State of Indiana is better off with Joseph M. Stahura in it.  The world is better off 
with Joseph M. Stahura in it.  Please be lenient in judging my friend. 
Sincerely, 
 
James R. Klochan 
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Calla throws out the first pitch at Oil City Stadium 
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Ethan Harbin 
420 W. Stadium Ave. Apt 1 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 

 
October 4, 2020 

 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
  RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
I am writing this letter on behalf of Mayor Joseph Stahura. I am currently a second-
year engineering student at Purdue University and many of the key memories in 
my life have been influenced by Mayor Stahura. He has been the mayor of Whiting 
since I was born. As a youngster growing up in Whiting, I was always impressed 
with the beauty of the city from the amazing lake front to the parks, roadways and 
well-maintained streets and facilities along 119th St. Mayor Stahura was essential 
to the building of these features and the forward and creative thinking that led to 
their existence.  
 
Mayor Stahura’s commitment to Whiting and programs for youth drove him to build 
a little league facility with a softball and baseball field, a park, batting cages and 
concession stands. I spent summers playing and then umpiring at those fields and 
every opening day, Mr. Stahura participated in the festivities and was an active 
part of keeping kids involved and providing them a safe and beautiful place to play. 
As a teen I had the pleasure of playing many games at the Oil City Stadium, 
another dream realized with the foresight of Mayor Stahura and his continual 
betterment of the city. He came to cheer on the high school teams year after year. 
 
Mayor Stahura’s dedication to developing youth leadership inspired him to create 
the Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council on which I had the honor of serving the 
community during my high school years. I was able to participate, organize and 
donate my time and energy to community events including toy drives for the 
holidays, landscaping projects, recycling public service campaigns, and safe walk to 
school events. Mayor Joe was instrumental in making these things part of the lives 
of young people in Whiting ever since I can remember. His commitment to serving 
and inspiring youth to be community activists and participants always came to the 
forefront. One of the highlights of my high school graduation was shaking the 
Mayor’s hand after walking across the stage. During my valedictorian address, I 
personally thanked Mayor Stahura for making the city a wonderful place to grow 
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up. For him to be present at the graduation event and personally congratulate each 
student really meant a lot. I was also honored to receive the City of Whiting 
Scholarship which was created by Mayor Stahura to support higher education for 
Whiting residents. The effects of that scholarship have helped me as I strive to earn 
a college degree. The ongoing support will continue through my undergraduate 
years providing security in knowing that I will have the funds to continue my 
education thanks to the generous scholarship set up by Mayor Stahura. 
 
He even helped to bring the White Sox World Series trophy to City Hall.  Mayor Joe 
truly dedicated his time and energy to making growing up in Whiting an 
exceptional experience.   
 
Respectfully and Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ethan Harbin 
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Robert A. Spajer 
645 E. 113th PL 

Crown Point, Indiana 46307 
 

October 16, 2020 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, Indiana 46320 
 
 RE:  United States v. Joseph Stahura 
  Cause No. 2:20 CR 118  
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
 Thank you, Judge Moody, for the opportunity to write this letter to the court on behalf of 
Joe Stahura.  I understand that you will be taking into consideration what Mr. Stahura has 
acknowledged in his plea agreement as well has his years as a public servant.  I am humbled and 
appreciative for the opportunity to speak on our family’s experiences with Mayor Joe.   
 I am an accounting professional who has worked in the steel industry for 16 years and 
this past year for an engineering service company.  My wife is also an accounting professional in 
the steel industry and together we are raising our two boys here in Northwest Indiana.  We have 
known Mayor Joe over the last seven years through my father who is the Executive Director of 
the Mascot Hall of Fame.    
 I cannot begin to imagine what it takes to be a mayor and run a city, let alone one with so 
many community activities like Whiting, IN.  No doubt there is considerable sacrifice in time 
and energy to make a commitment like that.  And yet with all that comes with those 
responsibilities and developing a multi-million dollar project like the Mascot Hall of Fame, 
Mayor Joe never once failed to treat my wife and I like we were his own niece and nephew and 
more importantly, treat our boys as if they were royalty.  Through all the previews, soft 
openings, grand openings, induction ceremonies, and countless other visits and interactions, he 
always took time to converse with our boys about their favorite class in school, anything about 
the Cubs, when the Blackhawks will win a Stanley Cup again or actually engage them in 
whatever activity they might be in the midst of.  When Mayor Joe could have been meeting with 
the media, he was playing with our boys in the T-Shirt Shooter Stadium.  When Mayor Joe could 
have been speaking to a new sponsor, he was challenging our boys’ geography skills and playing 
them in a game of Where Are They From?  When Mayor Joe could have been interacting with 
representatives from the professional sports teams that traveled across the country to Whiting, 
IN, he was in front of the hockey net playing goalie for them in the Sport Court.  Somehow in a 
sport coat no less. 
 There were probably a million different things Mayor Joe could have, or even should 
have, been doing with his time between running a city and a multi million dollar children’s 
museum.  And when many other adults wouldn’t give someone else’s kids the time of day, every 
time there was an opportunity, Mayor Joe treated our boys with value and dignity.  While our 
boys may be too young to have picked up on the significance of that, I can assure you, Your 
Honor, that it was not lost on us as their parents.  Our hope is, as they grow older, they pay that 
same generosity forward because the world can use a lot more of it these days.        
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 We all make mistakes, Your Honor.  Some are big mistakes and some are small mistakes.  
Mayor Joe has certainly touched our lives in a positive way.  I have no doubt that he has done the 
same for so many other families either directly, like us, or indirectly through his service as mayor 
for the City of Whiting by bringing them together through the various activities and festivals, or 
safe places to have fun like the beach or the Hall of Fame.  Experiences like those bring families 
closer together and provide lasting memories for them.  If you could please take into 
consideration the good that has come from his work as a public servant as you are considering 
what justice to impose, my family and many others like mine would be appreciative of it.  Please 
have mercy on him in your sentencing. 
 
        
 
       Thank you, Your Honor 
 

Robert A. Spajer 
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The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 

Gayle Faulkner Kosalko 
1840 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Whiting, IN 46394 

September 29, 2020 

RE= United States v. Joseph Stahura 
Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 

Dear Judge Moody: 

I am writing on behalf of Joseph Stahura. I have known Joe for over 30 years. As Executive 
Director of the Whiting Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce, I often worked with Joe not only for 
Chamber/City events but for Pierogi Fest as well. Piergoi Fest would not have become what it is, 
if it wasn't for not only his suggestions but his willingness to help the Chamber by supplying 
help from the Streets and Sanitation Departments, city electricians as well as other 
departments that kept Pierogi Fest a "safe" event. He was there all three days, greeting out of 
towners and helping to create that hometown atmosphere that he was so proud of. Joe was also 
the "opening act" of each Pierogi Fest Parade. Whatever bizarre thing that was asked of him, he 
did it because he wanted that feel of pride and participation, no matter what your status in town. 

Joe and his wife Diane were also big supporters of our Chamber Silent Auction fundraiser. 
Each year they donated "sports" memorabilia which brought in the most money. They always 
donated the most even before he was Mayor and_every year, since I hate sports and know 
nothing about them, Joe would stop in, explain to me who each of the players were, their team, 
and why this gift would be popular. Then for the next 20 years, he teased me about my high 
sports I.Q. 

And although we would go back and forth on sports vs. the arts, one of the most important 
things he did was take that old building, redo it and open it as Studio 659, home of the Whiting 
Arts where classes were held, exhibits shown, and open mic nights. As schools get rid of art and 
music programs, Mayor Joe made it possible for them to exist in the city itself! 

Since my retirement, I am now the Museum Coordinator for the Whiting Robertsdale 
Historical Society, and Joe loves the city history and wanted it preserved. Joe was determined to 
build us a museum. Finally he found us a building and an architect and it was just about to get 
rolling. Needless to say, it's not happening yet . Joe told u s after he resigned that it was one of 
his biggest regrets he couldn't do for us. 

When the Society lost our home at the library, Joe offered his brand new Mascot Museum (for 
free) for meetings where he'd have his staff set up audio and video equipment (which we older 
members didn't know how to do ... ) Every April our traditional guest would be Mayor Joe who 
would come in, no matter how busy he was, to explain to us what was happening in the city and 
answer ALL questions he was asked. It was always our largest attended meeting each year. 
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Earlier when we wanted to do an Identify These Photos event, and had no place to hold it, he 
opened up an empty storefront, fixed it so we could have lights. On that day alone, thanks to 
Joe, the museum had over 300 unknown photos identified by people who came in. Naturally Joe 
stopped in too and within 5 minutes found his Aunt in one of the pictures from the 1940's. 

Joe has provided space for us to store our overflow of items in the basement of City Hall 
where he himself has stored anything that he could find such as the old Star that lit up at the 
Police Station and a 1920 Petro wagon he got Standard Oil to donate. When Phil Smidt's closed, 
he sent over people to buy as much of the famous restaurant's wares because he felt the museum 
should have these items. He paid for them too. 

About 10 years ago, I saw Joe across the street standing outside City Hall talking to my 
parents. He had had my dad as a teacher. This was during a time when there was a rash of men 
robbing old ladies on their way home from the banks in town. I went out to say hello and found 
out my parents had just come from the bank. Both Joe and I warned them to be very careful. 
Within 20 minutes I received a phone call from the Police. My parents had been cornered in the 
alley; the assailant broke my mother's wrist, and threw her to the ground as he grabbed her 
purse and took off. Naturally, she went to the hospital and within 45 minutes, in walked Mayor 
Joe. He felt so bad and the minute he heard about it from the Police, he came to see how she 
was. That is who Joe is. He goes out of his way to help people, to console people, and try to 
support those events he thinks help bring out community together. And he really has a deep 
respect for senior citizens. This is just an example of his innate kindness. 

My husband just retired from heading up the Whiting Food Pantry for the last decade. Mayor 
Joe chose to hold it at City Hall and help support it because he was aware of people who truly 
needed help. When Covid hit and the number of patrons shot up 25% overnight, Joe donated 
personally and made sure whatever the Pantry needed would be there. 

If o_ne had an idea a~JOut creating an event, if I needed something for the museum, if you had 
quest10ns about anythmg, you went to see Joe. As busy as he was, he saw you. Joe and I didn't 
always agree on what actions to take, but I did know he would be there to listen and take the 
TIME to explain his view. 

He gave the Chamber, our merchants, the Historical Society and all of us that live here not 
only_hi~ creativity, hi~ discipline, follow-through, and his vision, but more importantly, he' gave 
us his time, the most important gift one person can give to another. 

Sincerely, 
7 t,,, , -1., ·' 

.~· · Jic,d.:d~.,,,,__ 
Gay} Faulkner Kosalko 
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Lisa M. Daugherty 
Lake Area United Way 

221 W. Ridge Rd 
Griffith, IN 46319 

 
October 7, 2020 

 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
  RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
     I have known Mr. Joe Stahura for a number of years, working with him most 
recently in my role as CEO of Lake Area United Way.  I have been in this role for 
almost six years now and in that time, Mr. Stahura has not only demonstrated 
sincere interest in the needs of residents in Whiting and Lake County, but has 
partnered with us on a number of initiatives to raise awareness of those needs, and 
ultimately raise funding to provide support to local agencies on the front line 
serving those individuals. 
 
     A few years ago, Mr. Stahura partnered with us on an event that convened 
young leaders in the community.  The purpose was to raise awareness of the one in 
four families in Lake County who are working, often multiple jobs, but still can not 
afford basic necessities.  We also connected with those young leaders to offer a boot 
camp training that would prepare them to serve on the boards of directors of many 
local agencies. 
 
     Additionally, Mr. Stahura partnered with us for a couple of years in a special 
rappel event that raised tens of thousands of dollars to benefit those low-income 
working families and to be used to build the capacity of several other organizations 
such as Meals on Wheels, Boys & Girls Clubs, Tradewinds, the Food bank of NWI 
and Mental Health America.  His team’s participation made a significant impact on 
the dollars that were raised for those organizations. 
 
     Lastly, Mr. Stahura and the Mascot Hall of Fame, partnered with Lake Area 
United Way last year on the annual community campaign to again raise awareness 
of our new work and to raise funding that is directly benefitting the community 
through us.  It required a commitment of time and appearances that many 
community leaders are not willing to give quite frankly. 
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     I hope you will take Mr. Stahura’s commitment to helping the community 
through United Way into consideration as you consider his character. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

        
 
       Lisa M. Daugherty 
       President & CEO 
       Lake Area United Way 
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             DENISE L. SEJNA 
1413 STANTON AVENUE 

WHITING, INDIANA 46394 

dsejna@gmail.com 

 

              October 16, 2020 

 

The Honorable James T. Moody 

United States District Court 

5400 Federal Plaza 

Hammond, Indiana 46320 

 

IN RE:  United States v. Joseph Stahura 

  Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 

 

Dear Judge Moody: 

 

My name is Denise Sejna. I am a licensed attorney who has practiced municipal law for the last 

28+ years for both democrats and republicans. For the past 16½ years, I have had the honor 

and privilege to work as City Attorney for Joseph Stahura and the City of Whiting. While I 

readily admit I never thought I would need to write a letter such as this, I have no qualms or 

hesitation about respectfully requesting that you take into account the entirety of Joe Stahura’s 

life and not just the significant matter before you. And in doing so, I hope you can consider 

leniency in your sentencing order. 

 

When I first started working for Joe in November 2004, I had known of him but did not know 

him personally. After a few months, I discovered that his dedication and loyalty to his 

employees, residents, City, and the qualify of life in Whiting surpassed that of any previous 

elected official for whom I had worked. 

 

I feel I had a front row seat in witnessing the compassion and empathy Mayor Joe had for 

everyone. I would like to share some of those facts and examples with you. 

 

When it came to the employees, Joe was reasonable, generous and patient. When we first had 

an employee diagnosed with terminal cancer, Joe created a program which allowed all 

employees to donate unused sick days to the employee in need of additional days in order to 

stay on the health insurance. He created this and unfortunately it has been used multiple times 

for people who were terminal, or who had strokes and needed to bridge to disability benefits or 

were ill with heart issues and needed time for recovery. 
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Mayor Joe also had a soft spot in his heart for those individuals in the community who were 

inflicted with mental or physical disabilities. He hired mentally disabled men to work 

maintenance or to provide street and sidewalk clean up in the business district. He hired 

someone who was missing a limb and needed part‐time work. He provided them an 

opportunity to live with dignity and respect and to contribute to their community. 

 

When the City tore down the water filtration plant and again when it transferred the operation 

of the Whiting Community Center to the YMCA, Joe made sure people either had the 

opportunity to retire with additional benefits or he found them employment with another 

department. Many became CLD drivers and increased their salaries while other eventually 

moved on to become firemen in Whiting. He provided employees with an opportunity to 

advance and make a better life for themselves. 

 

Joe also tried to find a solution to every problem. At one time, the City was receiving numerous 

complaints regarding an individual who was sleeping and living in his car. He would park 

overnight in various spots at the Whiting Lakefront Park. Each time the officers would advise 

him to leave, he would cooperate and then come back the next night and park in a different 

spot. Mayor Joe decided to go and try to speak with the gentleman. He discovered an individual 

that had a college degree and had simply fallen on hard times. So of course, he was offered 

employment with the City in order to help him get his life back on track. Joe has an innate belief 

in the good of people and did all he could to bring out the best in them. 

 

There are also many residents who can speak to the true goodness of Joe Stahura. He loaned 

people money to pay their water bills. He loaned money to a woman that NIPSCO had shut off 

for nonpayment. She had a son in high school who would either shower at school or at the 

Whiting Community Center because they did not have hot water. Joe personally made many 

phone calls to social service agencies to try to obtain financial assistance for her with the past 

due bill. When none could be found, he loaned the woman over $1,600 dollars. To this day she 

has paid back $10 and he has never said a word. 

 

Within the City itself, he tried to include all residents in the city’s programs and opportunities. 

He created a grant reimbursement program to help people improve facades of their homes. 

When he realized that many seniors did not have the funds to pay up front for the repairs and 

then wait to get reimbursed, he created a special program for those with a over 65 property tax 

exemption that paid for the limited work outright. There was even one woman who needed a 

roof repair that exceeded the grant benefit. So, Mayor Joe paid for the project labor out of his 

own pocket. This is just who he is – his priorities have always been people and their quality of 

life. 

 

As an attorney and an officer of the court, I understand that people need to be held 

accountable for their actions. Mayor Joe has owned his mistakes and accepted responsibility. 
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He has forfeited the thing he loved best in life other than his family – his position as Mayor of 

the City of Whiting. I cannot tell you how many times I went to conferences throughout the 

state and was met with the comment “you are so lucky. You work for the best Mayor in the 

state.” And indeed, he was. He was always willing to help train new mayors, to advocate for 

innovative local government legislation and to share his wealth of knowledge and experience. 

 

When this case first went public, I told my coworkers that it felt like a Shakespeare Julius Caesar 

moment – “The evil that men do lives after them; the good is oft interred with their bones.” 

Please do not let it be so with Joseph Stahura. I respectfully request that Your Honor consider 

the totality of this man’s life and that you choose to graciously exercise your discretion and 

show leniency on a good man who has already lost so much. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

              Respectfully, 

 

 

              Denise Sejna 
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Christopher S. Prevatte 

1645 LaPorte Ave., Whiting, IN 46394 
 

October 18, 2020 

 

The Honorable James T. Moody 

United States District Court 

5400 Federal Plaza 

Hammond, IN 46320 

 

    RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 

           Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 

 

Dear Judge Moody: 

 

Thank you for taking the time for my letter in reference to Joseph Stahura.   Let me start by 

giving you a little information about myself.   

 

I was raised in the City of Whiting and attended the Whiting School System until my high school 

graduation in 2004.  I was hired by the City of Whiting and appointed by Mayor Joseph Stahura, on 

October 4, 2011.    I am currently a Police Officer for the City of Whiting, have served proudly for (9) 

years, and hold the rank of Patrol Sergeant.    

Growing up in the City of Whiting was not easy for me.  I come from a very troubled household 

that my mother fought hard to keep together and semi‐normal for us kids.  I’m the second of three 

children between my parents.  My mother is a very determined/hard‐working woman and my father, 

unfortunately, has a very troubled criminal past.  I’m not ashamed or embarrassed to share the truth 

about my family history because I feel it’ll prove important in reference to Mr. Stahura’s character.   

As a child, I was introduced to Law Enforcement at a very early age due to the criminal actions of 

my father.  I’ve witnessed many things that children/family should not EVER have to witness/experience.  

Having gone through these experiences, I can tell you, it’s not easy moving forward after the court 

process is over.  Being from such a small community, I know, again, from experience, that people talk 

about the current gossip and become so blinded by the story that they forget about the true character 

of the one/the family that they’re discussing.   

I do NOT condone any criminal action nor do I make ANY excuse for any criminal action.  I 

enforce the laws of the City of Whiting and the State of Indiana.  I take pride in my career, I took an oath 

to serve and protect, and I’ll never betray my badge. 

Having said this, I MUST say that I am forever grateful for Joseph Stahura.  He gave a (25) year 

old kid from a broken home, a local Whiting home, with a very troubled family past, and to be very 

honest, not a very good family name, and made him a Police Officer within his City.  Mr. Stahura saw 

passed my negative surroundings and did NOT hold any prejudice against me.  His decision to appoint 

me as a Police Officer has brought so many blessings to my life that I never thought possible prior.  He 

truly saw me for who I was and gave me the chance to show who I really was. He gave the opportunity 
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for me to make my OWN name. The actions and results of the events, of my father, that I had to live 

with for the (20) years prior to my appointment weighed heavily on my family and myself.      

 I hope I have made Mr. Stahura and the City of Whiting proud.  Despite Mr. Stahura’s current 

circumstances, I’m still proud to have worked under his leadership and I’m very proud of what he has 

done, not only for myself, but also for the City of Whiting and its residents. 

Lastly, I want everyone to know that I did NOT know anything about nor have any prior 

relationship with Mr. Stahura prior to my hiring in 2011.  Since then, I can tell you, Your Honor, and the 

Court, that he has been a great supporter and has NEVER done anything that ever made me question his 

leadership.  I ask that the Court please keep his character in mind and all the good that he has done, not 

only for myself, the City of Whiting and its residents, but for everyone who he has positively affected. 

 

                  Sincerely, 

 

                  Christopher S. Prevatte 
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Mary C. Lowry 
1635 N. McKinley Ave. 

North Residence Hall Room 468 
Muncie, IN 47306 
19 October 2020 

 

The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
RE: United States vs. Joseph Stahura 
Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 

Dear Judge Moody: 

My name is Mary Lowry, and I am writing to you on behalf of Mr. Joseph Stahura. I 
have known Mr. Stahura for as long as I can remember--he served as the mayor of Whiting for 
most of my life. Over the years, I have held various positions: first as a community member in 
Whiting, then later on as a City of Whiting scholarship recipient, and finally, as a city employee 
in the Department of Parks and Recreation, all of which have presented me with the opportunity 
to know Mr. Stahura in a myriad of capacities. In all these different realms, it has always been a 
pleasure to know him. 

Mr. Stahura’s focus has always been on helping the community develop into something 
better. As a child, I remember the awe I held watching the transformation of our city. The 
various projects he took on to improve our parks, sidewalks, and city as a whole made Whiting a 
wonderful place to grow up. The changes he pioneered allowed my brothers and me to grow up 
in an area that made us feel safe. We had beautiful parks to play in, smooth sidewalks to learn to 
ride our bicycles on, and a charming downtown to spend time in and explore. His leadership 
helped to create a place that has come to mean so much to me, my family, and many others. 

His care for the community continued over the years, as he developed more ways to aid 
the people of Whiting. In 2017, as a senior at Bishop Noll Institute, I was concerned about the 
financial consequences that came with pursuing a higher education. Mr. Stahura’s previous 
creation of the City of Whiting Scholarship provided an unparalleled opportunity for me. The 
former mayor’s dedication to helping community members in the form of scholarships played a 
significant role in my being able to go away to college. It continues to play a huge role in my 
education, and as I graduate from Ball State University in May of 2021, I am thankful for the aid 
that Mr. Stahura’s program provided. 

The last capacity in which I have known Mr. Stahura is working as an employee in City 
Hall. In May of 2019, he offered me a position as an office assistant for the Department of Parks 
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and Recreation. I worked for the Parks Department in the summer of 2019 and returned to work 
for them in the summer of 2020. This job not only gave me wonderful professional experience 
that was not available at my previous places of employment, but it gave me a more in-depth look 
at what life was like as a leader and public servant. One of the most impactful moments in that 
position occurred over the summer, in the wake of George Floyd’s death. Mr. Stahura came 
down to the Parks Department’s office and asked me what I thought about him posting on social 
media in support of those protesting. After taking a few moments to think it over, I shared my 
thoughts with Mr. Stahura, and he listened attentively. It meant so much to me that he would 
come, as the mayor, to me, a temporary summer employee, to gain a different perspective and 
pay attention to my answers. He was exhibiting true leadership; he was looking to listen, learn, 
and try to support the community in the best way that he could. This leadership was further 
exemplified when he attended a protest. He stood towards the back and listened to community 
members share their experiences, then marched in solidarity with those gathered. At his 
direction, department heads attended the protest to hand out water to participants. It sent a 
message to all those present that the City supported the protestors, and it spoke to a deeper hope 
of growing and improving our community together. Mr. Stahura was not afraid to confront the 
issues people in Whiting were facing, and his presence at the protest showed a want to make the 
community more inclusive for those of all races, religions, and statuses. It was not just a political 
move for him, like it was for so many politicians; it was an opportunity to stand up for what he 
believed in, and it showed the community what kind of a leader he was. 

While Mr. Stahura’s recent behavior is not the type we should expect from a leader, and 
it is disappointing to hear of his actions, I remain firm in my belief that Mr. Stahura is a man of 
upstanding character. His tenure as the mayor of Whiting impacted my life, and the lives of so 
many others, in such positive ways. He has always looked to serve the public and improve our 
community. This dedication to public service has served as an inspiration for me; I am currently 
awaiting LSAT results, with a goal of attending law school. I want to be able to serve my 
community like Mr. Stahura did for so many years. I hope that this letter and these examples 
have shown you the admirable man that I and so many others know Mr. Stahura to be. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mary C. Lowry 
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Donald Greer 

2646 White Oak Ave. 

Whiting, IN  46394 

   

October 18, 2020 

 

The Honorable James T. Moody 

United States District Court 

5400 Federal Plaza 

Hammond, IN  46320 

 

Dear Judge Moody 

     I am taking this opportunity to address you in reference to Joseph Stahura.  I will try to be brief.  It is 

my intention to express to you what kind of a man Mr. Stahura is.  For the sake of disclosure, I proudly 

served as the Chief of Police for the City of Whiting during the last year of Mr. Stahura’s time in office as 

Mayor of the City of Whiting.  I have known Mr. Stahura since I was a young boy.  I have been a police 

officer with the Whiting Police Department for 25 years. 

       For the time I have known Mr. Stahura it is my regret that I cannot call him a deep personal friend.  

It is no fault of his.  I have always held a deep sense of admiration for him, but have only been near him 

on social occasions in a limited manner.  It is my hope that it is more attributed to our difference in age 

(15 years) as opposed to any personal ill will he may have towards me.        

     During the first 8 years of my law enforcement career with the Whiting Police Department, under the 

previous administration, I witnessed the routine poisonous political environment that existed.  Officers 

were not rewarded with promotions or advancement based on merit, but were rewarded for political 

support instead.  Often officers were pressured to purchase tickets to political fundraisers or suffer 

punishment.  During the 17 years Mr. Stahura served as mayor I never witnessed any such environment.  

To the contrary Mr. Stahura routinely promoted officers who neither previously nor later supported Mr. 

Stahura.  Mr. Stahura never tried to force anyone to purchase tickets to their fundraisers.      

        I have been a lifelong resident of Whiting.  As a homeowner, I can honestly say that I would have 

probably fallen behind on my property taxes and would have lost my house if not for the able leadership 

that Mr. Stahura supplied to our city during such trying times as the property tax crisis we experienced 

in 2005.  I was a new homeowner and was severely at risk.  I thank God we had Mr. Stahura when we 

did.   

      In closing, there is a profound act that Mr. Stahura did that I believe reflects his character that I must 

share with you.  On the eve of the announced indictment of Mr. Stahura, he texted me to check on the 
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health of one of my officers.  That officer had previously contracted COVID‐19, along with his girlfriend.  

That officer actually had a history of not politically supporting Mr. Stahura.  Mr. Stahura was not 

concerned with the officer missing work time, but was genuinely concerned for his wellbeing.  I did not 

have any prior knowledge about the indictment announcement and now when I think back, it sticks in 

my mind that Mr. Stahura had so many things going on around him, but still took the time to check on 

the officer.  He was less concerned with his plight, but more with that officer’s.  He genuinely has a 

benevolent heart. 

     I implore the Court to be as lenient as possible in judging Mr. Stahura for any transgressions he may 

have committed.  He has given much to make this world a better place and I am confident that he will 

continue to make this a better world if given another chance.  I thank you for allowing me the 

opportunity to communicate with you today. 

 

Sincerely,  

Donald Greer 
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Daniel A. Macon 

2622 White Oak Ave. Whiting, IN 46394 

 

October 18,2020 

 

The Honorable James T. Moody 

United States District Court 

5400 Federal Plaza 

Hammond, IN 46320 

 

       RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 

   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 

 

Dear Judge Moody, 

 

 I would first like to thank you for your time and consideration in reading my letter in 
reference of Joseph Stahura. I would like to start my letter out by telling you a little bit about 
myself. 

 

 My name is Daniel Macon and I am currently a Police Officer for the City of Whiting, 
Indiana. I have proudly been employed as a Police Officer in Whiting for a little over 5 years 
now. I am assigned to the Patrol division in the Whiting Police Department and I hold the rank of 
Corporal. 

 I have been a Whiting resident from the age of 6 years old until now. I have lived in 
Whiting for the majority of my life and I attended the Whiting School system. I am a proud 
graduate of Whiting High School, graduating in the class of 2009. After high school, I moved to 
Westville Indiana where I attended Purdue North Central. I then moved back home to Whiting 
where I was able to gain employment with the City of Whiting working for the Parks 
Department. 

 My first interaction with Joseph Stahura came at a young age. My father was President of 
Whiting Little League and the Little League was seeking to gain a bullpen area for pitchers to 
warm up and prepare for the game. My father was able to speak with Joseph Stahura about the 
Little League attempting to obtain the new bullpens. After speaking with Joseph Stahura, the 
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Little League was able to acquire the new bullpens. I, at the time, did not know Joseph Stahura, 
but I immediately was able to appreciate the effort that he put in to help the Whiting Little 
League system. The acquisition of the new bullpens was due, largely in part, to the help of 
Joseph Stahura. 

 My tenure as a City of Whiting employee started in the summer of 2009, after I had 
graduated from high school. I was offered a seasonal position in the Whiting Parks Department. I 
worked for the Parks Department for the summer until I left for college. Every summer after 
2009, I was offered a position as a City of Whiting employee.  

 I then made my decision to pursue a career in Law Enforcement. I attended and graduated 
from the Northwest Indiana Law Enforcement Academy in 2014. I was very proud to become a 
certified Law Enforcement officer in the State of Indiana. 

 After graduating from the Northwest Indiana Law Enforcement Academy, I applied for 
and was offered a conditional offer of employment for the City of Whiting. I took my oath and 
became a sworn member of the Whiting Police Department in April of 2015. 

 I remember Joseph Stahura coming up to me after taking my oath and telling me that he 
was proud of me. Joseph Stahura told me that he was proud of how far I had come and that he 
was excited to have me as a member of the Whiting Police Department. 

 During my tenure as a Whiting Police Officer, I became the President of the Whiting 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #68. As President of the Whiting FOP, I had a good relationship 
with Joseph Stahura. I had a meeting with Joseph Stahura after I became President and he again 
told me how proud he was of me. Joseph Stahura told me that he was excited that I stepped into 
the role of President and that if I needed anything on behalf of the Police Department, to please, 
come and see him. 

 After becoming President of the FOP, there were a few equipment upgrades that I 
believed would be beneficial to the department. I took these ideas to Joseph Stahura and 
explained how the new equipment could benefit the department as well as the citizens of 
Whiting. Joseph Stahura was openminded to working with the Police Department and was 
supportive in attempting to figure out better solutions for policing and providing the updated 
equipment. These pieces of equipment have helped tremendously for our department to solve 
crimes and to help with traffic control. 

 I have been proud to work underneath the leadership of Joseph Stahura. At no time 
during my tenure as a Police officer or as a City employee, did I question the leadership of 
Joseph Stahura. I always believed that Joseph Stahura was a great supporter of our Police 
Department and that he wanted the best for the officers, as well as, the citizens of Whiting. 

 I would like to say that I do NOT condone criminal activity, nor do I make excuses for it. 
I am proud to be a Law Enforcement officer and I stand by my oath. I will never betray my oath 
or my badge.  
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 Having said that, I am grateful to Joseph Stahura for giving me the opportunity to serve 
and protect the community that I love. I cannot thank Joseph Stahura enough for giving me the 
opportunity of a lifetime by appointing me as a member of the Whiting Police Department. 

 I ask you, Your Honor, and the Court, to please keep Joseph Stahura’s character in mind 
for all that he has done for the citizens of Whiting. I am appreciative of the many great thing he 
has done for the City of Whiting and myself. I always looked at Joseph Stahura as a man who put 
others before himself and I, again, am forever grateful to him for the opportunity that he has 
given me. 

 

Sincerely and Respectfully, 

Daniel A. Macon 
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Michael J. Mantich 
1506 Center Street - Whiting IN, 46394 

 
September 25, 2020 

 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
  RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
I have known Joe Stahura off and on for over 45 years. I have lived in the City of 
Whiting for 61 years. I served as his Fire Chief for 6 years between 2002 and 2008. 
 
Joe had a positive impact on me personally as he was one of the finest people I had 
the opportunity to work for. He was supportive of my decisions in the department 
and made me feel as part of a team. With his help we were able to create a more 
professional department and reduce our city insurance rating therefore saving 
citizens of Whiting in insurance premium. 
 
One of the hardest decisions I made was to retire from the fire service and tell Joe of 
my decision. When I made him aware of my retirement, he made me feel 
comfortable and was welcoming of my decision. 
 
Additionally, Joe improved the quality of life of my family and the citizens of 
Whiting by improving our infrastructure, lakefront park area, and downtown 
business section. He always had best intentions for our city.   
 
Joe was one of the hardest working mayors in Whiting that I have ever known. I 
can attest to that because I would see that he was at City Hall working on 
Saturdays and Sundays and while visiting him in his office for over 16 years. 
  
       Sincerely, 

 
       Michael J. Mantich 
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October 14, 2020 

Thomas P. Keilman 
1760 Greenwood Dr. 

Crown Point, IN 
46307 

 

The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 

 
RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 

Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 

Dear Judge Moody: 
 
Based upon news media accounts, it is my understanding that Joseph Stahura has 
admitted to wire fraud and tax offenses. I am writing this letter to you on Mr. 
Stahura’s behalf. While Mr. Stahura has admitted to these offenses, prior to issuing 
a judgment, I believe it is important for the court to take into consideration 
elements of Mr. Stahura’s overall character and his public service to the City of 
Whiting and the community of Northwest Indiana. 

 
As a means of introduction, I have previously worked in the public sector as the 
Town Manager of the Town of Merrillville and I have recently retired after 22 years 
of service from BP America, serving as Director of Government and Public Affairs. 
It is through these positions and many interactions that I have gotten to know Mr. 
Stahura. 

 
Before the court passes final judgement, I would request that you take into 
consideration other aspects of his character and life in public service. I have 
personally witnessed his interaction with residents of the community and other 
elected officials throughout the State of Indiana. Seldom has he ever had negative 
or derogatory comments about local community people or elected officials, 
regardless of political party. Mr. Stahura in his public and private life was always 
known to be a kind person and a consensus builder. That is why he was able to 
accomplish profoundly good things for the City of Whiting and the Community of 
Northwest Indiana. 

 
I have witnessed his personal commitment to public service and to the community. I 
personally worked with him on behalf of BP America to build consensus with local 
community leaders, the Indiana Legislature, and the Governor’s Office on the 
Establishment of the Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority. The 
establishment of this governing body has led to the creation of many jobs and the 
redevelopment of much of the Lake Michigan Lakeshore specifically Whiting Park. 
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It has also contributed to the future extension of the South Shore Rail line, and 
other redevelopment projects throughout Northwest Indiana. Under his leadership, 
the City of Whiting invested in major local infrastructure that assisted the BP 
refinery on the investment of multiple billions of dollars to modernize and secure 
the future of the refinery. This occurred during the period of the Great Recession - 
one of the worst economic downturns of modern history. The refinery modernization 
project brought much needed construction employment and tax dollars into the 
Northwest Indiana economy and the overall economy of Indiana during exceedingly 
difficult economic times. 

 
These are just a few examples of the many positive contributions that Mr. Stahura 
has made through his actions as a leader in our community. I could point to many 
other examples. I would like to conclude, that Mr. Stahura has done wrong in the 
eyes of justice. Justice should never turn a blind eye. However, a man must be 
judged in the eyes of the law also by his commitment to family, his community, and 
his friendships in life. I therefore request that the judge take all of these factors into 
account when you pass judgment and sentencing on Mr. Stahura’s wrongdoing. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Thomas P. Keilman 
Lifetime resident, Lake County, Indiana 
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Amy and Joel Bender 
1307 Davis Avenue 
Whiting, IN 46394 

 

October 1, 2020 

 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
    Re:  United States v. Joseph Stahura 
                        Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
  Thank you in advance for taking the time and consideration to read this letter. 
 
Please allow me to introduce myself as Amy Bender, along with my husband Joel Bender.    We write 
this letter in support of who we have always known as Mayor Joe Stahura, now who we will refer to as 
our friend Joe. 
 
Joel and I came to know Joe on a personal level during 2016, when our thoughts and determination to 
open our very own business came to life; a puzzle, toy and game store right in the heart of Downtown 
Whiting. 
 
We immediately felt to be an asset and had a very strong sense of pride in sharing with everyone that 
we were a part of the Whiting community, as both business owners and local residents.    A community 
that everyone seemed to identify with Joe.    It was his vision and devotion to his City that drew us in. 
Through his extreme generosity of the Economic Development Program, we, along with others, were 
afforded the opportunity of a grant toward our start up business. This was just one way that Joe 
encouraged valuable growth in the Whiting community, thus creating and fostering the local quality of 
life that we have been grateful for every day. 
 
Joe has put others first, spending countless hours bringing to life his vision to revitalize what was a 
mature and wearing community.    Under his leadership came the addition of a unique waterpark 
attraction on the lake, the Mascot Children's Museum, and multiple free shows, concerts and events 
around town, all to bring families together. The revitalization of the lakefront park, tennis courts, 
baseball fields, the 119th Streetscape, the various grants made available to attract new business and to 
maintain the appearance of the storefronts in the downtown business district. And then, during the 
recent most trying times Joe once again went above and beyond, putting others first, to find resources 
for all community businesses, in an effort to support their continuity.   
 
Joe took time. Joe often stopped in our business, and with his family, and would treat his grandkids. You 
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could really see how much he loves his family. Joe often checked in on us to see that we were doing ok, 
especially during the onset of the Covid related shutdowns. We know he genuinely cared and worried 
about us, and the community which he repesented with great pride. In the midst of the chaos, a local 
shirt shop created a booster t‐shirt that read 'Shop Eat Play Local‐ Whiting'. Joe purchased and often 
proudly wore this shirt in support of his business community. Joe was always there. He held regular 
forums for the public and others, and we watched as he patiently listened to feedback by residents and 
businesses alike. It was always about what everyone else needed. At a time when some business owners 
weren't seeing eye to eye, Joe jumped in the lion's den by hosting a merchant's meeting to open up the 
lines of communication and to provide support.   
 
Other's needs were always Joe's focus, seeking to please and keeping the people happy; and they were 
not always the easiest crowd to work with. Joe listened, took serious everyone's concerns and worked 
hard to execute changes for a solution. 
 
Joe's leadership was strong.    He is dearly admired. It has been often that residents who were once a 
part of the Whiting and surrounding communities, and have since relocated South, have commented on 
the work Mayor Joe has done and what a nice community Whiting is. Joe's hard work and dedication to 
the Whiting community will forever have a positive impact on the quality of thousands of people's lives. 
Joe grew up in the Whiting community, he believed in it's potential, and he truly invested all of himself 
and the majority of his time there; many evenings, weekends and holidays. Joe's pride in Whiting is his 
life.   
 
Understanding there is consequence as the result of certain actions, we know he is already paying a 
severe price.    He is being served public shame, embarrassment, humiliation, cruel verbal attacks by 
those in media and on social media by those who do not know Joe, and ultimately the forfeiture of his 
identity as Mayor, and quite possible a relocation from the City he has loved loyaly during his lifetime. 
 
Joe has sacrificed much of his own personal time with his family; his wife, children and grandchildren. 
Time is most precious. We are people of faith in God and we pray that Joe be allowed this next phase of 
his life spent with his family. Joe and his family have selflessly given so much of their time to others. 
 
We are indebted with gratitude to Joe Stahura for the significant impact he has directly made to our 
lives and so many others. We could not possibly compete to give back to him what he has given to us. 
Joe is a good human and we are grateful to have come to know him as we have. 
 
Judge Moody, once again, we sincerly thank you for your time and consideration for our friend Joe. 
 
 
 
 
          Amy Bender        Joel Bender 
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David A. Wood 

3421 Wild Cherry Ridge West 
Mishawaka, Indiana 46544 

 
October 15, 2020 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
 Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 
Thank you in advance for taking the time to read my letter on behalf of Joe Stahura. I do 
not take writing this letter lightly.  I believe in the justice system and trust in the outcomes 
that occur within. Therefor, I have never written a letter of this nature despite occasional 
requests.  I write this one only because of my friendship and appreciation of Mayor Joe and 
what he has meant to me, my peers and thousands of people around the State of Indiana. 
 
I met Mayor Joe shortly after I was first elected as Mayor of the City of Mishawaka in 2010.  
As a new mayor, abruptly taking over the term of my predecessor, and never expecting to 
be the Mayor of my hometown, I was pretty intimidated to say the least.  Mayor Joe was 
among the first to reach out to me and offer help, encouragement and wisdom.  Despite 
being from different parties and from two different worlds geographically and politically, 
Mayor Joe went out of his way to make me feel welcome and to let me know he was always 
available should I have any questions about my new job.  That was of great comfort to me 
and we struck up a fast friendship.  Now that I am over ten years into my job, I strive to 
follow Mayor Joe’s example when new mayors assume office. 
 
As I got acclimated in my new role and as I got to know Mayor Joe, I found that he was 
extremely knowledgeable about the job of mayor; the quintessential hometown mayor and a 
great example for which to follow.  Upon visiting Whiting for the first time, I was greeted by 
the message on the entry gate of the downtown that simply says “Experience Whiting”.  
Whiting is a unique city that stands for all the values that are good in this country with a 
unique ability to poke fun at itself.  I was blown away by the creative events, projects and 
partnerships that Mayor Joe was responsible for.   
 
It was clear that he had a tremendous impact on his community and that Whiting 
benefitted greatly from his leadership. It was also clear that leaders from all around the 
State were taking notice.  Now mayors are know for bouncing ideas off each other; if they 
see a good project or program, no matter the town, they will “copy and paste” it in their 
town.  I can tell you that you that when you travel around the State of Indiana, you will 
notice that there is a little bit of Whiting (and by extension, Mayor Joe) in many 
communities around the State and certainly here in Mishawaka.  I believe that the quality 
of the lives of thousands of people have been made better because of Mayor Joe’s vision and 
leadership that have transcended Whiting. 
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I admire Joe’s leadership characteristics and family values but he also processed what I 
believe to be the most important requirement for the job of Mayor, an unwavering love and 
passion for the people and the City that he represented. As I said, that was on display for 
all to see and a simple drive through Whiting will reveal that.  The true measure of a good 
mayor is how much his or her citizens love them back. This is a tough business where 
difficult decisions have to be made.  To survive, indeed to thrive for four terms is very rare.     
Experiencing Whiting is also to see a community that loves there Mayor.  I have witnessed 
and admired on many occasions the love and affection that the citizens of Whiting had for 
Mayor Joe.    
 
Mayor Joe could have been content to sit back and run my second favorite city in the State 
for as long as he liked but he believed that he had a greater obligation to promote local 
government and educate others about the vital services that they provide.  Mayor Joe 
conceived of, began and led the “Trust Local” campaign through our Indiana association of 
local municipalities, Accelerate Indiana Municipalities [AIM] several years ago. This 
initiative, and Mayor Joe’s leadership of it, was instrumental in educating State legislators 
and influencing legislation in importance of local government.  This initiative has 
successfully raised awareness about the benefits of local decision making and it continues 
to grow to this day. 
 
In short, I admire Mayor Joe’s leadership and all the great work he has accomplished in the 
City of Whiting.  Joe not only has done an effective job in his role as Mayor by making 
Whiting a model for others to follow but has also taken on a leadership role in the State of 
Indiana on our efforts to promote local control and efficient, effective local 
government.  Mayor Joe also loves, protects and defends his family and the citizens he 
represents without exception.  You see, Mayor Joe has made a far more positive impact 
than he has had negative in my opinion.  Please don’t underestimate his contribution not 
only to his hometown but to the State of Indiana as a whole.  I, and most mayors, are in the 
impact business.  That is what we love about this job.  Mayors can uniquely make an 
impact like few other levels of politics can.   
 
Mayor Joe is a good man that has made mistakes.  He has freely admitted that.  This has 
come as a shock to me and to many.  It is hard to accept and to witness a circumstance such 
as this befall a person you greatly admire.  Having had an opportunity to reflect on this 
situation and visit with Mayor Joe, my love and admiration of him has never been greater. I 
know that this is also the case with many of his colleagues, peers and citizens.  I feel 
compelled to write this difficult letter to kindly appeal for leniency in his case.   Joe Stahura 
has made a far more positive impact on the lives of thousands of Hoosiers than most people 
I know.  I urge you to investigate my observations of Mayor Joe for yourself and to please 
consider that as you reflect on sentencing Joe Stahura. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David A. Wood 
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October 18, 2020 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable James T. Moody 
United States District Court 
5400 Federal Plaza 
Hammond, IN 46320 
 
  RE: United States v. Joseph Stahura 
   Cause No. 2:20 CR 118 
 
Dear Judge Moody: 
 

As one of two gubernatorial appointees, commencing in 2005, to the founding 
Regional Development Authority Board (RDA), I had the privilege and opportunity 
to become acquainted with most if not all of the Mayors and City Managers in Lake 
and Porter counties encompassing the RDA.  Joe Stahura stood out among those 
individuals.  We are fortunate in Northwest Indiana to have and to have had some 
foresighted, innovative, responsible elected officials.  Notwithstanding his current 
circumstances, I consider Joe Stahura to be among those individuals. 

His work for the City of Whiting including lakefront development, rebirth of 
downtown, and a sense of community were all engineered by Mayor Stahura.  During 
his tenure, these and his many other accomplishments set the City of Whiting apart 
from it’s competing communities.  All stand as long-term assets to not only the City 
of Whiting but to Northwest Indiana as well. 

A couple of years following my departure from the RDA, Mayor Stahura and I began 
conversations about his desire to enhance some redevelopment of vacant and/or 
abandoned sites within the City of Whiting.  I entered into a service agreement with 
the City of Whiting to bring new development to the city which spanned a period of 
approximately two years.  Simultaneously with that effort, the city, under the 
direction of the Mayor, created opportunities for smaller redevelopment projects.  
During that same period, the Mayor, through his own creativity began the project 
known as The Mascot Hall of Fame.  While somewhat dampened by the Pandemic, 
the success of this project is expected to be a long term visitor asset to the City of 
Whiting and Northwest Indiana.  The recent completion of the redevelopment of the 
Iliana Hotel property will be a long-term commercial asset to the community.  Other 
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development opportunities continue with ongoing discussions that a more stabilized 
economy will bring to the City of Whiting. 

Joe Stahura is and has been a huge asset to the history of the City of Whiting and 
Northwest Indiana.  I make no personal comment nor excuses for whatever the truth 
and facts may be about his current set of circumstances.  Only to suggest that his 
efforts and contributions to and for the City of Whiting and Northwest Indiana will 
live on for the benefit of all of their residents and occupants. 

Thank you for your time and your thoughtful consideration in this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Harley W. Snyder 
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	01 Joe Stahura
	02 Eileen Adams, Daughter
	03 Natalie Pishkur, Sister
	04 Richard Stahura, Brother
	05  John F. Wilkening, Former Resident
	06 Donna Cafferata, Resident
	07 David & Carol Knish, Resident
	08  David J. Danko, Friend
	09 James Witczak, Resident
	10 Andres Duarte Casillas, Resident
	11 Laura Wright, Friend & Resident
	12 Joseph Pishkur, Former Resident & Employee
	13 John Gerba, Friend & Resident
	14 James Klochan, Friend & Resident
	15 Garry Kostyo, Resident
	16 Michele Rohrman, Resident
	17 Elaine Skip Gehring, Resident
	18 Frank J. Vargo, Resident
	19  Alisa Crandol, Friend
	20 Mark Harbin, Friend & Resident
	21 Calla Harbin, Friend
	21a Calla Harbin, Friend - Typed Letter
	21b Calla Pitch
	22 Ethan Harbin, Friend
	23 Robert Spajer, Family Friend
	24 Gayle Faulkner Kosalko, Whiting Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce
	25 Lion Andy Dybel, Treasurer of Whiting Lions Club
	26 American Legion Post 80
	27 Edward Boyle, Secretary of Whiting Elks #1273
	28 Lisa M. Daugherty, CEO of Lake Area United Way
	29 David Raymond, Owner of Raymond Entertainment Group
	30 Denise Sejna, City Attorney of Whiting
	31 Brian Rancich, Firefighter & EMT
	32 Christopher Prevatte, Police Officer
	33 Steve Spebar, Mayor of Whiting
	34 Jennifer Giancola, City Treasurer of Whiting
	35 Mary Lowry, Scholarship Recipient
	36 Donald Greet, Chief of Police
	37 Daniel Macon, Police Officer
	38 Michael Mantich, Former Fire Chief
	39 Steven Miller, Former Chief of Police
	40 Ryan Eder, Business Owner
	41 Thomas P Keilman, Former Director of Government & Public Affairs at BP
	42 Amy McCormack, President Cal College
	43 Amy & Joel Bender, Business Owner
	44 Michael Schrage, President & Chief Executive Officer of Centier Bank
	45 David Wood, Mayor of Mishawaka, IN
	46 Harley W. Snyder, Former Appointee to the RDA
	47 Matthew Greller, CIO of Accelerate Indiana Municipalities (AIM)
	48 Matthew A. Brase, Former Coleague



