Thornton Fractional
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 215
BURNHAM e CALUMET CITY ¢ LANSING ¢ LYNWOOD

September 23, 2020
Dear Thornton Fractional District 215 Staff, Students, and Families,

At last night’s meeting, the Board of Education, with my recommendation, voted for our district
to remain in a remote-only learning setting for the second quarter of the 2020-21 school year.
While this news comes as a welcome relief for some, | realize that for others it is a
disappointment. The struggles that our staff, students, and families are confronting daily in the
face of this pandemic and all the ways it has changed our lives are substantial. Our top
consideration in the decision to remain remote for the second quarter is the safety of our more
than 3,000 students and several hundred staff members.

Please know that we are working tirelessly to continue to improve the remote learning
environment for staff, students, and families. Here are a few announcements/reminders:
e Teachers will continue to hold virtual office hours for students from 2-3 p.m. each
weekday except Wednesday.
e We will continue providing meals 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for students on all days school is in
session and can now also provide delivery if needed (email: mealdelivery@tfd215.orq).
e We have recently added a mental health hotline for our students that is available from
3:30- 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday (708-889-5899).
e Plans are in the works for virtual parent-teacher conferences, which will be held on
Oct. 8 via Zoom. Watch email for more details!
e Our L.T. team continues to be available for assistance with any technical difficulties
experienced during remote learning. (email: elearning@tfd215.0rg)
e We have worked to make our websites (tfd215.org) more user friendly and more up-to-
date, and have added remote learning pages to the school websites.
e We have increased the frequency of our social media posts to keep the most current
information in front of our staff, students, and families.
o https://www.facebook.com/tfd215
https://www.facebook.com/tfnorth215
https://www.facebook.com/TFSouth18500
https://twitter.com/tfd215
https://twitter.com/north_tf
o https://twitter.com/TFSouthTweets
e We anticipate that many more of our student activities will begin to meet virtually in
quarter 2, allowing students to connect or reconnect with extracurriculars.

O
O
O
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Although our athletic teams will not be practicing or competing during remote learning, we are
exploring the possibility of virtual meetings for our athletic teams, hopeful that coaches will
recommend some at-home conditioning for student-athletes and begin to build upon team unity
through a more regular connection. This decision regarding athletics was made with much
thought, much concern, and much disappointment for our student-athletes. We look forward to
the time where our student-athletes can safely practice and compete again.
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As we anticipate another quarter of remote learning for our students, District 215 is committed to
helping students succeed and partnering with families as they support students learning at home.
We are also committed to supporting our dedicated staff as they teach our students in this
challenging environment. Staff, students, and parents/guardians, please watch your email for a
link to participate in a Thought Exchange survey in the next week. District 215 leadership
wants to hear your thoughts on how we can continue to improve the remote learning
environment for students and staff, and the Thought Exchange platform allows you to have a
voice in continued progress that benefits all of us. | am ready to listen, as are the administrators
and leaders of our Thornton Fractional community.

Be safe, be well, stay hopeful, and thank you for being an important member of the District 215
team.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sophia Jones-Redmond

Superintendent
Thornton Fractional High School District 215

Dr. Sophia Jones-Redmond - Superintendent- Office: 708-585-2309 18601 Torrence Avenue.  Lansing, IL 60438



