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materials
▪ Large glass container (We used a3-gallon apothecary jar.)▪ Large rocks
▪ Tap water
▪ Aquarium water conditioner▪ 2 water hyacinth plants▪ 1 water lettuce plant
▪ Thermometer
▪ 1 goldfish or minnow

1 Cover the bottom of the glasscontainer with one or more largerocks, which are easier to remove forcleaning than gravel or pebbles. Youcan also omit the rocks.
2 Fill the container with cleanwater to within 2 inches of the top
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.On a warm, summery day, few things are as visually refreshing as gazing upon water—e

merely a few gallons of water in a glass container, with a water-loving plant floating lazil
surface and a goldfish glimmering amid the roots.Let’s face it, water gardens can be a lot of work. Ponds require filters and fr
Fountains require an electrical source. But this mini water garden offer
little fuss.
The water plants minimize algae growth and oxygenate the waterlarvae, and the only maintenance will be a periodic feeding and cleaning. You need to k

out of direct sunlight, so consider nestling your container amid other plants to shade the wat
while the plants soak in sunshine.Round upmaterials for this project at local garden centers and pet stores. In l
you canmeditate by your very own water garden in the privacy of your patio.
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inches of the topand let the water come to ambienttemperature. (You may want to letthe water sit for 24 hours.) If addingfish, pour in a few drops of aquariumwater conditioner to remove chlorineand chloramines.
3 Carefully add the water hyacinthsand water lettuce, spreading theroots so they float beneath the watersurface.
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YOU CAN DOFind dozens of sweet littlegarden projects to brightenyour growing season in EasyGarden Projects™ on sale no
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surface.
4 If adding a fish, use a thermometto check the water temperMost fish prefer water betweenand 80°F. Add fish slowly,the bag or container gentlywater garden to mix the watsingle fish will do fine—therule is no more than 1 inch1 square foot of water.
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TIP:Water hyacinth (Eichhorniacrassipes) blooms with lavenderflowers during the warmest monthwhile its feathery roots create etheshapes underwater. Water hyacintgrows rapidly, doubling in size almoweekly. To limit hyacinth spread, keit trimmed and remove dead or yellleaves. Never place water hyacintha natural body of water. The plants avery invasive.
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FRESH FLORAL 

DISPLAY
Learn to make fresh

flower arrangements

using plants from your

garden or grocery

store. Pick up Cut

Flowers &
Bouquets

™

to get started!
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SWEET CREAM

This froth
y bouque

t pairs bl
ushing ru

ffled swe
et peas

(Lathyrus
odoratus

) and pap
ery popp

ies (Papa
ver spp.)

in a

small cre
am pitch

er, right.
Choose o

nly fragra
nt sweet

pea

cultivars,
such as ‘A

pril in Par
is’, ‘Royal

Wedding
’, and ‘Qu

een

of Hearts
’. To exten

d the life
of poppie

s in an ar
rangemen

t,

snip the f
lowers ju

st as they
begin to o

pen, sear
the stem

tips

with a fla
me, then

place the
m in luke

warm wa
ter.

®
®

®

®

®

THRILL OF THE HUNTLearn to put together acollected look with all those
fun finds from the flea market.
Check out 100 Ideas® Flea
Market Style sale wher

Why buy new when used will do? We share ideas for turning simple

finds into pretty—and practical—home decor.

makeovers

FRAMES IN FOCUSUse large rescued frames to amplify
the impact of small art pieces.
Float canvases, postcards, or other
ephemera within the empty frames,
using peekaboo wall color to create
the illusion of matting. For extra
help holding paper bits aloft, staple
cork to the backside of a frame to
form a bulletin board.

BEJEWELED FUNFor sparkling three-dimensional
left and below, pin vintage brooches
and earrings to small canvases.
create the backing, pull linen fabric
taut over canvas stretchers from
crafts store, then staple to the back
of the stretchers. Expand upon the
jewelry’s theme in a whimsical wa
with a few embroidered stitches.

GLOBAL APPEALWrap a damaged globe with vintage paper, apply a slightly

watered-down decoupage medium with a foam brush, and what

mini
BUDDINGBEAUTIESCurvy, decorative,and designed tohold liquid, vintageoil lamp bases makegreat vases. Plus,they’re easy to findat flea markets fora song. Group avariety of sizes andshapes togetheron a tabletop, orcorral them on atray to form a sweetcenterpiece.
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