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This year’s N.C. Pecan Har-
vest Festival will begin with
a sizzle and proceed with the
sounds of country music, beach
tunes and rock wafting over
downtown Whiteville streets
lined with craft and food vendors.

The second Burger Brawl
will be Friday, Nov. 3, with cooks
firing up their grills at 5 p.m. and
judging beginning at 6:30. A per-
formance by the Rivermist Band
on the festival stage will coin-
cide with the cooking competi-
tion. This year members of the
public will have an opportunity
to sample the burgers and vote
on a “people’s choice” winner.

Also starting at 5 p.m. on Nowv.
3isapie contest. This new event
will award cash prizes of $50
to $250 for the best homemade
pecan pies. Registration is open
through Friday, Oct. 27.

Festival organizers hope
burger-battlers and bakers will
check out the rules for both
contests, available at ncpecan-
festival.com.

The 2023 festival will not fea-
ture a Friday luncheon or home
tours as in past years, organizers
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What’s new at the N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival?

announced Oct. 7. The festi-
val committee thanked the 114
homeowners who have hosted

tours over the previous 19 years.
Scheduled events on Satur-
day, Nov. 4, are the car show at 8

a.m.,theparadeat10a.m.and a
performance by The Pink Slips
at noon on the festival stage.

Vendors will sell food, drinks
and craft items in the downtown
area.

business.
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Faulk-Frink is grand marshal

Chadbourn native Tatyana
Faulk-Frink, Ms. Black North
Carolina 2023, is this year’s N.C.
Pecan Harvest Festival grand
marshal.

It’s been said of Faulk-Frink
that she “wears many hats,”
and that was true even before
she won her tiara in statewide
pageant competition on Dec. 18,
2022, or the coveted “People’s
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Choice” honors at the national
pageant on Aug. 5.

Faulk-Frink currently has a
bachelor’s degree in clinical lab-
oratory science and an associate
degree in nursing from ECPI
University. She is an aspiring
medical school student at the
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill School of Medi-
cine. Her plans are to become

a cardio-thoracic
surgeon.
Faulk-Frink is
the founder of two
small businesses
and a nonprofit
organization,
initiated in 2015
when she became
the CEO/Founder
of Her Highness,
Inc., an empower-
ment mentorship
organization for
girls and women
in North Carolina
communities. Her
nonprofit hosts a
free annual week-

long summer camp, business
and networking brunches and
college fairs. It also actively
provides community Christmas
assistance and scholarships.
In addition to being a medical
student, entrepreneur and non-
profit founder, Faulk-Frink is a
community leader and woman
of faith. She believes that every
gift and every talent are unique-
ly created within each person
for the sole purpose of serving
and uplifting God. She is known
for her saying “You can!”
Faulk-Frink’s focus during
her one-year reign is advo-
cating for equitable access to
healthcare, particularly in the
Black community, which has
been historically and tradition-
ally underserved and under-
represented in healthcare. She
said she hopes to use her reign
as Ms. Black North Carolina to
promote her platform and draw
inspiration for small-town girls
like herself, showing that the
same talent exists within them

to do and be anything.

Contributed photo

Festival Grand Marshal Tatyana Faulk-Frink

Have a great
time at the

THE MEMORY (0.

“Since 1984” Whiteville, NC 642-5824 1-800-323-0541

LAKE WACCAMAW: Old Hwy. 74, across from post office
/ CHADBOURN: 101 Strawberry Blvd.

11 Welcome to the 2023
N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival

Sam’s Pit Stop

WHITEVILLE - 2 Locations: 503 Jefferson Street & 1707 South Madison Street
BOLTON: 1128 Green Swamp Road * HALLSBORO: 4236 Sam Potts Hwy.
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First responders, law enforcement chefs to
‘brawl’ over best burgers

Vineland Station Depot will be the
site of the second First Responders’
Burger Brawl on Friday, Nov. 3, be-
ginning at 5 p.m.

In this opening event of the 2023
N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival, “Our
local first responders will cook up
their unique burger creations,” the
volunteer organizing committee an-
nounced. “First place prizes will be
awarded in two categories — one
picked by a panel of judges based on
five judged factors of the burger and
one voted as ‘fan favorite’ by those
attending the Brawl. Winners own
2023 Bragging Rights and can claim
the N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival’s
First Responders’ Burger Brawl
Trophy.”

This year’s burger battle will offer
opportunities for audience partici-
pation as well, according to the fes-
tival website, ncpecanfestival.com.

While supplies last, cooking
teams will offer bite-size burgers to
spectators, who will choose the “fan
favorite” winner. This year there

will also be “fun stuff for the kids,
a beer and wine garden, a live band
and much more,” according to the
festival organizers. Brawl attenders
may contribute to teams’ “tip jars”
for charities.

Rivermist Band will be perform-
ing at the Festival Stage during the
evening.

In adouble-blind operation, a team
of three judges will sample the full-
size burgers and score them numeri-
cally in five categories: freshness of
bread, size of burger, presentation/
eye appeal, texture/temperature
and taste.

Full contest rules are listed on the
site, including specifics of decora-
tions, cooking methods, timing and
cleanup.

A team from the Columbus Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office won the inaugural
burger brawl in 2022, beating White-
ville police and fire departments,
Whiteville Rescue Unit, Nakina Fire
and Rescue, Tabor City Fire Depart-
ment and the N.C. Highway Patrol.

Whiteville Police Chief Doug Ipock takes a turn at the grill during the inaugural

Burger Brawl in 2022.

Vineland

Station

701 S. Madison Street, Whiteville
Available For:

* Weddings ® Rehearsal Dinners ® Receptions
* And Other Special Events

Covered Pavilion Available
Contact Emily Cross at 910.840.2928 or 910.499.9988

DON’T BUY CROP
INSURANCE UNTIL
YOU CALL
910-642-8493

D.D. Cox
Agency, Inc.

All Risk Crop Insurance Sales and Service Since 1957

SWelareprouditolsenRve
AT € Ficanifa e %
Phil Gore, Sales Manager
Cheryl McRae, Representative

Charlie Gore, Representative
Pam Stanley, Office Representative

16 White’s Crossing Plaza, Whiteville

An Equal Opportunity Provider
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Welcomes everyone to the
N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival

5 Locations to Serve You!
Columbus County Owned & Operated

WHEREYOUR DOLLAR
BUYS MORE!

Southeastern Community College
President Chris English prepares to
present the Burger Brawl trophy to the
winning team in 2022.

Proud to support
the neighborhood

Being a good neighbor means being there for my
community. As your local State Farm® agent, I'm
ready to help whenever you heed me. Give me a call.

o StateFarm-’

Mary Jo Williamson
Agent

1011 North J K Powell Blvd
Whiteville, NC 28472-2120

Bus: 910-642-3753
mary@marywilliamson.net
www.marywilliamson.net

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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They say, “Ain’t no party like a
Rivermist party ‘cause a River-
mist party don’t stop!” Rivermist
has been voted “Best Local Band
of Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg” eight
years running by the readers
of Up & Coming Weekly. It was
voted Carolina Country Music
Association’s Vocal Group of the
Year for 2021. The band was also
nominated for the “Rising Star”
award by the Carolina Beach Mu-
sic Academy in 2022 and nomi-
nated for “Rising Star” and “Best
Video” in 2023. Come hear one
of the East Coast’s best vocal
bands when Rivermist kicks off
the 2023 N.C. Pecan Harvest Fes-
tival on Friday, Nov. 3, at Vine-
land Station from 5-8 p.m.

Trusted personal service for
you and your family

Auto « Home ¢ Boat « ATV’s « Motorcycle
Trucking « Commercial « Bonds ¢ Renters Insurance

Freedom Insurance Agency, Inc.

tonyasfreedom@gmail.com www.freedominsurance4u.com

43 South Whiteville Village
Whiteville, NC 28472 (Across from Lowe’s)

910-640-2828
Ben Sauls and his staff invite you Monday - Friday 8:30 to 5:30/Saturday 9:00 to 12:00
to come see them at Village Prescription Center
for all your prescription and over-the-counter needs. Ca“ loday iol‘ a Q“Ole'

We accept all major insurance cards, and offer competitive prices. . .
Inland Marine « Mobile Homes « Restaurants « Churches

VILLAGE PRESCRIPTION CENTER Car Lots  Life Insurance

General Liability « Workers Comp
108 E. Old Highway 74/76 « Lake Waccamaw « 910-646-3435
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm « Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00pm
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Enjoy Our Delicious Pizza
& Specialty Sandwiches
After Your Visit To

The N.C. Pecan

Harvest Festival!

PIZZA VILLAGE

701 Business, Whiteville ® 910-642-5812

CERRO GORDO

Bo 6@ g 2009‘%

CERRO GORDO, NC

910-654-5256
910-641-1828

24 Hour Towing

Cracxen o Broken WikDsHicLD?

You have a choice...Replacement by someone you don't
know from out of town or....locally owned & operated

CLARK’S
Auto GLASS

Mobile Glass Service
123 East Commerce St.,
Whiteville, NC

Crark DowLEss (910) 642-0134

Owner/Manager Fax: (910) 642-9716

Need Help?

Walk-ins and
All Insurance

Claims are Accepted

Your Home.
Your Car.

Your Life.
Your Health.

Helping you is what
we do best.

Across North Carolina, the Farm Bureau
Insurance Companies provide Auto protection with
prompt, professional attention and fast, fair claims

service. So for Auto coverage, as well as Home and Life
Insurance, call today for a free, no-obligation review.

FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

®

We've got you covered!

Phil Addison Glenn Ray Teddy Tedder
Agency Manager LUTCF, Agent Agent
910-642-8206 910-642-8206 910-642-8206
Wesley Varnadore Ben Worthington Meredith Hammond
Agent Agent Agent
910-642-8206 910-642-8206 910-642-8206

113 West Smith St., Whiteville / Addison Agency 910-642-8206
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«All NewW 3rd YOW )
jeep Grand (herokee L.

910-642-2000 www.vannunderwood.com
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gz”@@ see 8!

Seasonal Fruit ® Seasonal Produce & More

 FARMTO TABLE 7 days a week

L 607 North J.K. Powell Blvd. Whiteville * 910-640-1288

www.robinsonproducefarms.com

[Y

Caving gev Caveliniany
sinee 1875

Liberty-Healthcare.com | (800) 999-9883
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Festival Schedule

Friday, Nov. 3

First Responders’ Burger Brawl
5-8 p.m.
Vineland Station Depot

Rivermist Band
5-8 p.m.
Vineland Station Depot

Saturday, Nov. 4

N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival Parade
10 a.m.
Madison Street

Pink Slips Band

noon
Main Stage
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Coming together from all walks of the music industry, The Pink Slips Band is a melting pot of award-winning entertainers. Playing your favorite music
from Carolina beach music to soul, country, rock and so much more, The Pink Slips Band strives to make each person in the crowd feel like a part of the
show. The band’s audience involvement, dancing, and other random shenanigans will have you on your feet wanting more! A stellar brass section and
killer guitar solos will give a pink slip to your everyday mundane routine, so buckle up for the experience! A performance by the Pink Slips will be held

on the festival stage Saturday, Nov. 4, beginning at noon.

Entertainment & Party Rentals

TENTS ® TABLES ® CHAIRS ® LINENS ® STAGING ® DANCE FLOORS
¢ OutpooR MoviEes ® PipE & DRAPE

(910) 914-0400

Wy
J;\&

Whiteville, North Carolina
platinumentertainmentandpartyrentals.com

500 Greenhill Drive
Whiteville
(Behind Lowe’s)




By Diana Matthews
dianamatthews@nrcolumbus.com

“Right at a hundred” cars
were on display in down-
town Whiteville during the
2022 N.C. Pecan Harvest
Festival’s car show, said
Danny LeSane, vice presi-
dent of the Classic Cruisers
Club, which coordinates
the event. Vann Underwood
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram is
the show’s sponsor.

LeSane expects another
good turnout in 2023. “Any
kind of classic car” is wel-
come. “Mustangs, Novas and
Chevelles” are some of the
models visitors to the show
can expect to see, along with
a few newer types. Car own-
ers pay $25 to enter and have
the potential to win trophies
in a total of eight categories,
including “people’s choice.”
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Car show attracts competitors
from across the region

This is Classic Cruisers
Club’s third year running
the pecan festival’s car show.
It will also hold a show at the
Tabor City Yam Festival on
Saturday, Oct. 28, he said.

LeSane describes his fel-
low car club members as “a
lot of friendly people” and
says they enjoy being part
of the pecan festival’s “nice
family atmosphere.”

Starting at 8 a.m., two
hours before the parade, car
owners set up chairs next to
their vehicles on downtown
streets. Then they spend
the day socializing with
one another and answer-
ing questions from passers-
by. LeSane said the show
“brings back memories” for
many festival-goers. “They
might’ve had one of those

»»SEE CAR SHOW 13

S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP

1103 W. Broad Street
910-862-3768
Phil W. Byrd, CPA

907 N. Walnut Street
910-739-7523
John L. Grissom, Jr., CPA

122 Memory Plaza
910-642-6692
Matthew S. McLean, CPA

Certified Public Accountants Serving Southeastern North Carolina Since 1941

Matthew S. McLean, CPA

Member:
American Institute of CPA’s
NC Association of CPA’s

www.spdouglas.com




CAR SHOW

Continued from 12

cars back in the day.”
Judging will begin at 1
p.m., and winners will re-
ceive their trophies at 4 p.m.
The Classic Cruisers Club
includes about 20 active
members, but owners from
across southeastern North
Carolina bring their cars to
the Whiteville show. “A lot
of people come out of South
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Carolina” as well, LeSane
said. “Everyone looks for-
ward to it. You see people
you don’t see all year.”

Besides the enjoyment of
classic cars, LeSane said
the club’s purpose is “to be
a help to someone less for-
tunate” by raising money
for charities. Wayne Dove
of Dublin is one of the few
founders of the club still
living, and Stuart Norris
of Elizabethtown is also a
leader in the club.

Columbus County mem-
bers include Clark and Mary
Dowless and Terry Libby.
The club has a Facebook
page where those interest-
ed can learn more about its
activities.

Festival day spectators
can also be winners in a
50/50 raffle, LeSane said.

Whether people are clas-
sic car enthusiasts or just
onlookers interested in hav-
inga good time and takinga

chance in the raffle, LeSane
urges everyone to “Come on
out and enjoy themselves at
the pecan festival” on Nov. 4.
For more information
about the car show, the num-
ber to call is 910-876-3582.

Let us lelp

you grow!

SEEDS + FARM CHEMICALS * FERTILIZERS
HARVEY’S SOUTHEAST

HWY. 701 NORTH

WHITEVILLE

910-642-5872
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The Oniginal
DALE’S
SEAFOOD

of ‘Whiteuclle
% % % % 4 Star Restaurant
OysterdSeasoniNow,@pen

107 S. Powell Blvd. (701 Bypass) Whiteville « 910-642-5770

FAT MOUNTAIN FARMS

Peak Nutrition

Grass Fed « Grass Finished Lamb « Pasture Raised Chicken & Eggs

210 Haynes Lennon Hwy. | Cerro Gordo | 910.234.9697
www.fatmountainfarms.com

recommends

Your Child’s
First Orthodontic
Check-up

No later than Age 7

Janice Timothée, DMD, PC e G e
900 Spivey Road ¢ Whiteville, NC 28472
P. 910.642.4529

www.timotheeorthodontics.com




By Diana Matthews
dianamatthews@nrcolumbus.com

When 10 a.m. strikes on Saturday, Nov.
4, Charlie Duncan will signal the first
entries in the N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival
Parade to pull out of their staging area on
W. Smith Street and begin their 1.4-mile
southward route.

He’s been the man behind the parade
since it began. And “behind” is a literal
description: Duncan never gets to see the
parade from the side as a typical festival-
goer sees it, but always from the back as
he waves each unit off.

Making it happen

Duncan doesn’t assign units their
spots in the lineup until they arrive at
the starting area, but he said he lines
up “queens on the left and everyone else
on the right,” with dignitaries in front
and emergency services in the rear. This
year, Miss Black North Carolina Tatyana
Faulk-Frink is the parade’s grand mar-
shal.

“We have to start at 10 sharp,” Dun-
can said, because it’s important to have
the parade “over by 11 when everything
cranks up downtown.” Duncan said the
hours before the parade are “a frenzy” of
activity as “40 to 50 floats, bands, golf
carts, vehicles and other parade entries
gather.
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Parade-goers can expect
music, fun and excitement
Saturday morning

Free advertising and advice

This year’s starting point is a change
from past years when entries gathered in
front of Whiteville High School.

“The parade is free unless you're a
queen,” Duncan said. Pageant royals pay
$30 to be in the parade, with proceeds
going to local charities, according to the
registration form. Anyone else with a
business, church, sports team or civic
club to promote would be “crazy not to
get in the Pecan Festival parade,” Duncan
said. “It’s a good way to advertise.”

Duncan learned the art of parade di-
recting from Charlie Langston, who used
to run Whiteville’s Christmas parade
when the Lions Club put it on. He said he
got the job in the “70s or ‘80s, the Jaycees
took it over. When the Pecan Harvest Fes-
tival began holding a parade, “I was the
first one they called” to direct it, he said.

Duncan tells prospective entrants,
“Just use your imagination.” From his
decades of experience, he says that, “You
can see some good stuff in a parade.”
When he sees a creative new float or other
entry, he finds himself commenting,
“That’s a good idea. Why didn’t I think
of that?” Year after year, “I'm always sur-
prised at the things people come up with.”

Anyone with parade-related ques-
tions may call Duncan at 910-642-5004 or
840-1497.

When the
hour comes,
Duncan sig-
nals the wait-
ing entries to
pull out one by
one. He deter-
mines the or-
der as he goes,

his top priority o
. Parking available
being to cre- at Whiteville High
. School. Parade lines
ate Varlety- At up on W. Smith Street.

his signal, the
princesses and
politicians,
candidates
and clowns,
churches and
charities, busi-
nesses and
bands start
moving and be-
come a parade.

Parade proceeds
from W. Smith Street
to N. Madison, then
downtown, before
dispersing.

Proud to support

N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival

November 3 - 4 « Whiteville, NC

bemc.org - 800.842.5871 &3

Parade Route
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