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The Original Dale’s Seafood salutes the
Columbus County Head Football Coaches

Fred Pedro
East Columbus

Good luck to all Columbus County teams in 2024!

Russell Dove
South Columbus

Jarrett “JP” Price
Whiteville

La Monte Williamson
West Columbus

of Whiteville
107 S. JK Powell Blvd. 910-642-5770

Mon. - Thurs. 11-9 • Fri. - Sat. 11-10 • Closed Sun.

Education
High School: Purnell Swett
Army: 1999-2021
College: Liberty University

Football Coaching Experience
East Columbus assistant 2021-2024

Name two things that make a great teammate:
Character and leadership skills

If you were stranded on an island what album 
or book would you want to have with you?
Book-The Holy Bible

Education
High School: Bladenboro
College: UNC Pembroke
Degree(s): B. A. Physical Education
	         M. A. Physical Education

Football Coaching Experience
West Columbus assistant: 2003–2008
West Bladen assistant: 2009–2012
West Bladen Head Coach: 2013–2015
South Columbus Head Coach: 2016–present

Name two things that make a great teammate: 
Committed and selfless

If you were stranded on an island what album 
or book would you want to have with you?
Album-Guns and Roses “Appetite to Destruction”
Book-Uncommon: Finding your Path to Signifi-
cance” By Tony Dungy

Education
High School: South Columbus
College: UNC Pembroke
Degree: B.A. Secondary Social Studies 

Football Coaching Experience
South Columbus assistant: 2007–2008
Wallace-Rose Hill assistant: 2009–2016
St. James, S.C. assistant: 2017
Whiteville Head Coach: 2018–present:

Name two things that make a great teammate:
Competitive, readiness, takes ownership

If you were stranded on an island what album 
or book would you want to have with you?
Book-The Holy Bible

Education
High School: West Columbus
College: Winston-Salem State University
Degree: B. A. Physical Education

Football Coaching Experience
West Columbus assistant: 2016–2018
West Columbus Head Coach: 2019–present

Name two things that make a great teammate: 
Dependable and committed

If you were stranded on an island what album 
or book would you want to have with you?
Album-Any album by Jay-Z
Book-The Holy Bible
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MGM CUSTOM SPORTS 
presents the 

2024 Waccamaw Conference High School Football Schedules

EAST COLUMBUSEAST COLUMBUS
 AUG. 23		 Latta, S.C.
AUG. 30	 OPEN
SEPT. 6		 at Hobbton
SEPT. 13	 at West Bladen
SEPT. 20 	 at Pender*
SEPT. 27	 East Bladen*
OCT. 4		  at South Columbus*
OCT. 11		 Whiteville*
OCT. 18		 ALA-Johnston
OCT. 25		 Trask*
NOV. 1		  at West Columbus*

SOUTH COLUMBUSSOUTH COLUMBUS
  AUG. 23		 at West Bladen
AUG. 30	 South Brunswick
SEPT. 6		 at Loris, S.C.
SEPT. 13	 at Union
SEPT. 20 	 East Bladen*
SEPT. 27	 at Pender*
OCT. 4		  East Columbus*
OCT. 11		 West Columbus*
OCT. 18		 at Trask*
OCT. 25		 OPEN
NOV. 1		  at Whiteville*

WEST COLUMBUSWEST COLUMBUS
AUG. 23	 at Lake Norman Charter
AUG. 30	 at Sandhills Titans
SEPT. 6		 West Bladen
SEPT. 13	 St. Pauls
SEPT. 20 	 Trask*
SEPT. 27	 OPEN
OCT. 4		  at Whiteville*
OCT. 11		 at South Columbus*
OCT. 18		 East Bladen*
OCT. 25		 at Pender*
NOV. 1		  East Columbus*

WHITEVILLEWHITEVILLE
AUG. 23	 Bunn
AUG. 30	 West Brunswick
SEPT. 6		 at James Kenan
SEPT. 13	 at Clinton
SEPT. 20 	 OPEN
SEPT. 27	 at Trask*
OCT. 4		  West Columbus*
OCT. 11		 at East Columbus*
OCT. 18		 Pender*
OCT. 25		 at East Bladen*
NOV. 1		  South Columbus*

HEIDE TRASKHEIDE TRASK
AUG. 23	 Rocky Mount Prep
AUG. 30	 at Hobbton
SEPT. 6		 Sandhills Titans
SEPT. 13	 at Dixon
SEPT. 20 	 at West Columbus*
SEPT. 27	 Whiteville*
OCT. 4		  OPEN
OCT. 11		 at East Bladen*
OCT. 18		 South Columbus*
OCT. 25		 at East Columbus*
NOV. 1		  Pender*

PENDERPENDER
AUG. 23	 Lejeune
AUG. 30	 OPEN
SEPT. 6		 Union
SEPT. 13	 at Wallace-Rose Hill
SEPT. 20 	 East Columbus*
SEPT. 27	 South Columbus*
OCT. 4		  at East Bladen*
OCT. 11		 at Hobbton
OCT. 18		 at Whiteville*
OCT. 25		 West Columbus*
NOV. 1		  at Trask*

613 S Madison St., Whiteville 
910-207-6372

 mgmcustomsports@gmail.com

Mason Merritt | Matt Scott

MGM CUSTOM SPORTS
“The Brands you want, the Equipment you need, the Service you deserve”

EAST BLADENEAST BLADEN
AUG. 23	 North Brunswick
AUG. 30	 at West Bladen
SEPT. 6		 Ashley
SEPT. 13	 at James Kenan
SEPT. 20 	 at South Columbus*
SEPT. 27	 at East Columbus*
OCT. 4		  Pender*
OCT. 11		 Trask*
OCT. 18		 at West Columbus*
OCT. 25		 Whiteville*
NOV. 1		  OPEN

*Waccamaw Conference contests



October 24
Columbus County Middle School 
Football Jamboree at West Columbus

October 30
Bladenboro at South Columbus
Clarkton at West Columbus
Elizabethtown at East Columbus
Central at Tar Heel

November 7
East Columbus at South Columbus
Central at West Columbus
Elizabethtown at Clarkton
Bladenboro at Tar Heel

November 14
West Columbus at Bladenboro
East Columbus at Clarkton
Elizabethtown at Central
Tar Heel at South Columbus

November 21
East Columbus at Bladenboro
Clarkton at Central
South Columbus at Elizabethtown
Tar Heel at West Columbus

November 26
Central at Bladenboro
South Columbus at Clarkton
West Columbus at Elizabethtown
Tar Heel at East Columbus

December 5
South Columbus at West Columbus
East Columbus at Central
Clarkton at Bladenboro
Elizabethtown at Tar Heel

December 10
South Columbus at Central
West Columbus at East Columbus
Tar Heel at Clarkton
Bladenboro at Elizabethtown

December 12
Make up date if needed.

presents the 
2024 MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL SCHEDULES
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Columbus County Middle School Head Football Coaches

Brad Smith
East Columbus Gators

Clint Watts
South Columbus Stallions

Roosevelt Colson III
Central Hornets

Donovan Worley
West Columbus Warriors

The only full-time physician in eastern Columbus County

Located on Hwy 74/76 at the Columbus/Brunswick County line.

Richard 
Bumgardner, 

MD
910-655-1980

• Board Certified In Internal Medicine
• Comprehsive Medical Care 
 for Adults (Ages 16 & Up)
• Physicals and Screening Exams

Janice Timothee, DMD, PC |  (910) 642-4529
900 Spivey Road | Whiteville, NC

TimotheeOrthodontics.com

Your Health Care Guardian 
www.rhcchealth.org

Games are scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. 
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Forget what the coaches say: 
All games are not created equal

In a fictional world far, far away, every football game played 
matches teams with equal talent, and every game is equally 
important. But in reality that is not the case. 

N.C State’s head coach Dave Doeron and South Columbus 
head coach Russell Dove will tell you that every contest counts 
the same. I have a sneaky suspicion that some wordplay is taking 
place. Counting the same is different from meaning the same.

The most important game at any one time is the game you 
are playing. That is the only game you can win. But when you 
look at a schedule in its totality, especially prior to the season, 
certain games stand out as key to one or both schools.

Here’s my take on the key matchups of the coming season 
and a reason why I consider each one important.

AUG. 23 
LATTA, S.C., AT E. COLUMBUS

The Gators’ opening game was supposed to be with Jones 
Senior at Lake Waccamaw. However, after only three wins in its 
previous 63 games, Jones Sr. dropped 11-man football to play 
the 8-man version in 2024. 

East Columbus was fortunate to pick up Latta, S.C., to fill 
the slot and also to come to “The Swamp.” The downside is that 
Latta was 9–2 in 2023. What would have been a great opportunity 
for a confidence-building win for first-year coach Fred Pedro 
becomes a much more difficult task.

W. COLUMBUS AT LAKE NORMAN CHARTER
West Columbus replaced Union with this game to be played 

in Huntersville, N.C. The Vikings will travel 160 miles to play a 
3A Knights squad that was 6–3 in 2023. Expect Lake Norman to 
be a much tougher opponent than Union was in the 2023 opener 
(West won 59–0).

The biggest question is, how will coach LaMonte William-
son’s team follow up the best football season in Vikings history? 
What players will step up to fill the numerous positions vacated 
by graduated starters?

This contest is more likely to give at least partial answers to 
those questions than playing Union would have done.

West Columbus will play this season as the hunted, not the 
hunter

S. COLUMBUS AT W. BLADEN
Factor in that this is the inaugural game for West Bladen’s 

Preston Worley as a head coach, and that it is against his high 
school alma mater, and this game must make the list. 

The Knights’ unexpected 29–22 victory in 2023 was the 
first over South Columbus since 2001 (the year West Bladen 
opened). A season-opening win for the Stallions would be a big 
confidence boost.

AUG. 30 
WEST BRUNSWICK AT WHITEVILLE

The last time these teams met at Legion Stadium, Whiteville 
won 64–62. I don’t expect anywhere close to that point total this 
time. The Trojans are usually a good measuring stick for the type 
of season Wolfpack fans can expect.

SEPT. 6 
WEST BLADEN AT WEST COLUMBUS

The Vikings used 428 total yards from Unique Kelly to rally 
from a 9–6 deficit early in the second half in 2023. Who will 
replace that yardage? Will last year’s Vikings defensive coordi-

nator Preston Worley, now West Bladen’s head coach, have the 
scoop on defeating the school where he previously coached? 

S. COLUMBUS AT LORIS, S.C.
The Border Battle is always important no matter what the 

circumstances. The two teams were unable to play last year due 
to weather issues. South leads the series 17–12, but the Lions 
have won five of the last nine, including a 46–14 win in 2022.

SEPT. 13
ST. PAULS AT W. COLUMBUS

The Vikings will be looking to avenge their only 2023 
regular-season loss. The Bulldogs edged West 14–12 for their 
11th consecutive win in the series at St. Pauls in 2023.

2A St. Pauls is coming off what, for them, were two lackluster 
seasons (6–4 and 6–5). The Bulldogs are also looking to have a 
big season in what is likely their last in 2A before the upcoming 
realignment brings a large jump in classification.

WHITEVILLE AT CLINTON
Two Eastern NC 2A heavyweights meet. Clinton was a 47–14 

winner at Whiteville last year on its way to an East Region 
championship. Lots of changes have taken place at Clinton, with 
former head coach Cory Johnson taking much of his staff with 
him to Marlboro County, S.C. 

Johnny Boykin, a 1990 Clinton graduate, takes over the head 
coaching position after compiling a 29–45 record at Jamestown 
Ragsdale the past seven seasons.

It will be interesting to see if Clinton continues to have an 
influx of talent under Boykin’s leadership.

SEPT. 20
E. BLADEN AT S. COLUMBUS

For a number of years, this contest used to determine the 
conference winner. Not so much lately though. Both teams are 
looking to get back to dominance. East Bladen did have a good 
run in the 2023 football playoffs after dropping into the 1A 
classification.

This game is the foundation for a successful conference slate 
for whoever wins it.

OCT. 4 
E. COLUMBUS AT S. COLUMBUS

Last year’s 22–21 East Columbus win broke an 0-and-forever 
(30 games) losing streak to the Stallions. It also started South on 
a four-game slide to end the season. The Gators were not able to 
build on the win, losing their final four games as well.

There is some thought that the law of averages simply caught 
up with South. Another win by the Gators this season would 
debunk that explanation.

W. COLUMBUS AT WHITEVILLE
Duh! The arguments still go on today: “Did he or did he not 

catch the football for a touchdown?” And then West Columbus 
returning a blocked game-winning field goal attempt for a 
touchdown on the final play to win 26–20 will live in Vikings 
sports lore forever.

Make no mistake. West Columbus did not sneak up on White-
ville to win. But the incentive to win may have been wearing the 
Columbia shade of blue rather 
than the royal. That incentive 
should be equal this season or 
maybe even lean towards the 

royal-clad team.
Arrive early. It should be a large gathering.

OCT. 11 
W. COLUMBUS AT S. COLUMBUS

For a number of seasons, West Columbus football has declined 
after the Whiteville game. Last year was certainly an opportunity 
to slide again, but instead the Vikings stepped it up and drubbed 
South Columbus 54–6 the following week.

This rivalry has heated up since a controversial (at least in 
Vikings fans’ minds), last-second Stallions win in 2022.

By this time in the season, we should have some idea which 
directions both teams are headed for 2024. This game has now 
become a coveted win for both schools after years of Stallions 
dominance.

Oct. 18
E. BLADEN AT W. COLUMBUS

East Bladen will have already played Pender and East Co-
lumbus by this date. Possibly the automatic 1A Waccamaw 
Conference playoff bid could be on the line.

The Vikings are in the opposite boat (pun intended) as they 
play Pender and East Columbus the next two weeks.

OCT. 25
WHITEVILLE AT EAST BLADEN

Last season Whiteville rolled to a 55–18 win. However, that 
isn’t the norm as the East Bladen Eagles hold a 14–9 series 
advantage since 2002.

Expect the unexpected from East Bladen coach Robby Priest, 
and often his teams find a way to make it work.

The Wolfpack have bettered the Eagles by substantial margins 
( a total of 148–45) since the last East Bladen win, 47–43, in the 
spring of 2021. The 2020 season was delayed and shortened due 
to COVID-19 concerns.

NOV. 1
S. COLUMBUS AT WHITEVILLE

Whiteville is in the midst of its longest winning streak in the 
series at five games. South still leads the overall series 20–12. 
The Wolfpack’s last two wins against the Stallions have come 
by a combined score of 109–0.

It is difficult for the school that loses this game to consider 
a football season successful no matter what its final record is.

E. COLUMBUS AT W. COLUMBUS
West took the lead, 17–16, in the all-time series with its fifth 

consecutive win, 55–0, last season.
Will this be the icing on another fine regular season for West 

Columbus or the cherry on top of an East Columbus football 
surge?

NO CRYSTAL BALL
As the season progresses, some of these games will grow in 

stature while others may wane. But without a crystal ball or the 
ability to time travel, this is a good starting point.

By FRANKLIN DAVIS
franklindavis@nrcolumbus.com

Wishing all the county players 
and coaches a great 

2024 season!

WHITEVILLE 
503 Jefferson Street & 1707 South Madison Street 

BOLTON 
1128 Green Swamp Road 

HALLSBORO 
4236 Sam Potts Hwy. 
LAKE WACCAMAW 

Old Hwy. 74, across from post office 
CHADBOURN 

101 Strawberry Blvd.

2024 ‘Pigskin Picks’ contest
The News Reporter “Pigskin Picks” contest will open
Monday, Aug. 26. A link to the contest will be on the 
NRcolumbus.com website. Paper entry forms will appear 
in the Thursday, Aug. 29, print edition of The News 
Reporter.

Entries may be submitted online at NRcolumbus.com. 
or by dropping off a paper entry at The News Reporter 
office by closing Friday of that week’s contest. 
NO reproductions will be accepted!

Mailed entries must be postmarked by the Friday of that 
week’s contest and received no later than the following 
Tuesday.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX
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Local cheerleaders travel to 
CheerHawaii Invitational

By DASHUAN VEREEN
dashuanvereen@nrcolumbus.com

Eleven local cheerleaders had 
the opportunity to participate in 
the The CheerHawaii USA Invi-
tational, which took place at the 
University of Hawaii campus on 
the island of Oahu.

Participating were Bella Moore, 
Grace Wilkins, Daijah Davis and 
Brenna McPherson of Whiteville 
High School; Emma Parker, Em-
erson Tompkins, Kayla Stanley, 
Kyndall Buffkin, Ella Fowler and 
Hayden Hardee of South Colum-
bus High School; and Morgan Nix 
of West Columbus High School. 

“It was a very long trip,” said 
Nix, “but the flight experience 
was great. When we were about 
to land in Hawaii, the view was 
amazing.”

According to cheerhawaiiusa.
com, the event “provides an amaz-
ing blend of college prep cheer 
instruction with an incredible Ha-
waiian experi-
ence.”

“My experi-
ence at Cheer 
Hawaii was 
one to never 
forget,” said 
Davis. “I’m 
still in contact 
with the new 
friends I’ve 
made and I am 
very grateful 
for the experi-
ence.”

“Some of my favorite moments 
were the polynesian cultural cen-
ter,” said Nix, “The beach day 

2024 ACC Football | Weekly Schedule

Saturday, Aug. 24
Aer Lingus College Football Classic - Dublin, Ireland
Florida State vs. Georgia Tech * ..................... noon ET, ESPN
SMU at Nevada ............................................8 p.m. ET, CBSSN

Thursday, Aug. 29 
Western Carolina at NC State .......................7 p.m. ET, ACCN
North Carolina A&T at Wake Forest ...........7 p.m. ET, ACCNX
North Carolina at Minnesota .......................... 8 p.m. ET, FOX

Friday, Aug. 30 
Elon at Duke ............................................7:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
TCU at Stanford ......................................10:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Aug. 31 
Aflac Kickoff Game - Atlanta, Ga.
Clemson vs. Georgia ......................................... noon ET, ABC
Virginia Tech at Vanderbilt ............................. noon ET, ESPN
Kent State at Pitt ..........................................noon ET, ESPNU
Austin Peay at Louisville .................................noon ET, ACCN
Miami at Florida ........................................ 3:30 p.m. ET, ABC
Ohio at Syracuse ......................................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
UC Davis at Cal ...........................................5 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Richmond at Virginia ..................................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Georgia State at Georgia Tech......................8 p.m. ET, ACCN
Houston Christian at SMU ..........................8 p.m. ET, ACCNX

Monday, Sept. 2 
Boston College at Florida State * .............7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Friday, Sept. 6 
BYU at SMU .................................................7 p.m. ET, ESPN2
Duke at Northwestern ..................................... 9 p.m. ET, FS1

Saturday, Sept. 7 
Pitt at Cincinnati ..............................noon ET, ESPN or ESPN2
Georgia Tech at Syracuse * ............................noon ET, ACCN
Cal at Auburn ..........................................3:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2
Charlotte at North Carolina .....................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
Duquesne at Boston College ......................3:30 p.m., ACCNX
Jacksonville State at Louisville ....................3:30 p.m., ACCNX
Marshall at Virginia Tech ..................... 4:30 p.m. ET, The CW
Florida A&M at Miami ................................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Virginia at Wake Forest * ............................7 p.m. ET, ESPN2
Cal Poly at Stanford ....................................7 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Duke’s Mayo Classic - Charlotte, N.C.
NC State vs. Tennessee ..............................7:30 p.m. ET/ABC
App State at Clemson ...................................8 p.m. ET, ACCN
Open: Florida State

Saturday, Sept. 14 
Memphis at Florida State ............................... noon ET, ESPN
Louisiana Tech at NC State .............................noon ET, ACCN
Boston College at Missouri .................... 12:45 p.m. ET, SECN
West Virginia at Pitt ..................3:30 p.m. ET, ESPN or ESPN2
Ball State at Miami ..................................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
VMI at Georgia Tech ..............................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCNX
N.C. Central at North Carolina ....................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
UConn at Duke ...........................................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Virginia Tech at Old Dominion.....................6 p.m. ET, ESPN+
Ole Miss at Wake Forest...................... 6:30 p.m. ET, The CW
Maryland at Virginia .....................................8 p.m. ET, ACCN
San Diego State at Cal ............................10:30 p.m. ET, ESPN
Open: Clemson, Louisville, SMU, Stanford, Syracuse

*denotes ACC game

Friday, Sept. 20 
Stanford at Syracuse * ..............................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Sept. 21 
Youngstown State at Pitt .......................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Duke at Middle Tennessee ..............................7 p.m. ET, TBA
Michigan State at Boston College
Cal at Florida State *
NC State at Clemson *
Georgia Tech at Louisville *
Miami at South Florida
James Madison at North Carolina
TCU at SMU
Virginia at Coastal Carolina
Rutgers at Virginia Tech
Open: Wake Forest

Friday, Sept. 27 
Virginia Tech at Miami * ...........................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Sept. 28 
Holy Cross at Syracuse..................................noon ET, ACCNX
Louisville at Notre Dame .....................3:30 p.m. ET, Peacock
Western Kentucky at Boston College
Stanford at Clemson *
North Carolina at Duke *
Florida State at SMU *
Northern Illinois at NC State
Louisiana at Wake Forest
Open: Cal, Georgia Tech, Pitt, Virginia

Friday, Oct. 4 
Syracuse at UNLV ............................................ 9 p.m. ET, FS1

Saturday, Oct. 5 
Boston College at Virginia *
Miami at Cal *
Clemson at Florida State *
Duke at Georgia Tech *
SMU at Louisville *
Pitt at North Carolina *
Wake Forest at NC State *
Virginia Tech at Stanford *

Saturday, Oct. 12 
Stanford at Notre Dame ............................ 3:30 p.m. ET, NBC
Cal at Pitt *
Clemson at Wake Forest *
Georgia Tech at North Carolina *
Louisville at Virginia *
Syracuse at NC State *
Open: Boston College, Duke, Florida State, Miami, SMU, 
Virginia Tech

Thursday, Oct. 17 
Boston College at Virginia Tech * .............7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Friday, Oct. 18 
Florida State at Duke * ................................7 p.m. ET, ESPN2

Saturday, Oct. 19 
Wake Forest at UConn ..................................noon ET, CBSSN
NC State at Cal *
Virginia at Clemson *
Miami at Louisville *
SMU at Stanford *
Notre Dame at Georgia Tech
Open: North Carolina, Pitt, Syracuse

Thursday, Oct. 24 
Syracuse at Pitt * ......................................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Friday, Oct. 25 
Louisville at Boston College * .................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2

Saturday, Oct. 26 
SMU at Duke *
Florida State at Miami *
Georgia Tech at Virginia Tech *
North Carolina at Virginia *
Wake Forest at Stanford *
Oregon State at Cal
Open: Clemson, NC State

Saturday, Nov. 2 
Louisville at Clemson *
Duke at Miami *
North Carolina at Florida State *
Stanford at NC State *
Pitt at SMU *
Virginia Tech at Syracuse *
Open: Boston College, Cal, Georgia Tech, Virginia, Wake 
Forest

Friday, Nov. 8 
Cal at Wake Forest *.....................................8 p.m. ET, ACCN

Saturday, Nov. 9 
Florida State at Notre Dame...................... 7:30 p.m. ET, NBC
Syracuse at Boston College *
Clemson at Virginia Tech *
Duke at NC State *
Miami at Georgia Tech *
Virginia at Pitt *
Open: Louisville, North Carolina, SMU, Stanford 

Saturday, Nov. 16 
Virginia at Notre Dame .............................. 3:30 p.m. ET, NBC
Boston College at SMU *
Syracuse at Cal *
Clemson at Pitt *
Louisville at Stanford *
Wake Forest at North Carolina *
Open: Duke, Florida State, Georgia Tech, Miami, NC State, 
Virginia Tech

Thursday, Nov. 21 
NC State at Georgia Tech * .......................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Nov. 23 
North Carolina at Boston College *
Stanford at Cal *
Virginia Tech at Duke *
Pitt at Louisville *
Wake Forest at Miami *
SMU at Virginia *
UConn at Syracuse
The Citadel at Clemson
Charleston Southern at Florida State

Friday, Nov. 29 
Stanford at San José State ...............................4 p.m. ET, CBS
Georgia Tech at Georgia ............................ 7:30 p.m. ET, ABC

Saturday, Nov. 30 
Pitt at Boston College *
Cal at SMU *
Duke at Wake Forest *
Miami at Syracuse *
NC State at North Carolina *
Virginia at Virginia Tech *
South Carolina at Clemson
Florida at Florida State
Louisville at Kentucky
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WEEK 1

WEEK 4 WEEK 9

WEEK 10

WEEK 5
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2024 ACC Football | Weekly Schedule

Saturday, Aug. 24
Aer Lingus College Football Classic - Dublin, Ireland
Florida State vs. Georgia Tech * ..................... noon ET, ESPN
SMU at Nevada ............................................8 p.m. ET, CBSSN

Thursday, Aug. 29 
Western Carolina at NC State .......................7 p.m. ET, ACCN
North Carolina A&T at Wake Forest ...........7 p.m. ET, ACCNX
North Carolina at Minnesota .......................... 8 p.m. ET, FOX

Friday, Aug. 30 
Elon at Duke ............................................7:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
TCU at Stanford ......................................10:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Aug. 31 
Aflac Kickoff Game - Atlanta, Ga.
Clemson vs. Georgia ......................................... noon ET, ABC
Virginia Tech at Vanderbilt ............................. noon ET, ESPN
Kent State at Pitt ..........................................noon ET, ESPNU
Austin Peay at Louisville .................................noon ET, ACCN
Miami at Florida ........................................ 3:30 p.m. ET, ABC
Ohio at Syracuse ......................................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
UC Davis at Cal ...........................................5 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Richmond at Virginia ..................................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Georgia State at Georgia Tech......................8 p.m. ET, ACCN
Houston Christian at SMU ..........................8 p.m. ET, ACCNX

Monday, Sept. 2 
Boston College at Florida State * .............7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Friday, Sept. 6 
BYU at SMU .................................................7 p.m. ET, ESPN2
Duke at Northwestern ..................................... 9 p.m. ET, FS1

Saturday, Sept. 7 
Pitt at Cincinnati ..............................noon ET, ESPN or ESPN2
Georgia Tech at Syracuse * ............................noon ET, ACCN
Cal at Auburn ..........................................3:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2
Charlotte at North Carolina .....................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
Duquesne at Boston College ......................3:30 p.m., ACCNX
Jacksonville State at Louisville ....................3:30 p.m., ACCNX
Marshall at Virginia Tech ..................... 4:30 p.m. ET, The CW
Florida A&M at Miami ................................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Virginia at Wake Forest * ............................7 p.m. ET, ESPN2
Cal Poly at Stanford ....................................7 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Duke’s Mayo Classic - Charlotte, N.C.
NC State vs. Tennessee ..............................7:30 p.m. ET/ABC
App State at Clemson ...................................8 p.m. ET, ACCN
Open: Florida State

Saturday, Sept. 14 
Memphis at Florida State ............................... noon ET, ESPN
Louisiana Tech at NC State .............................noon ET, ACCN
Boston College at Missouri .................... 12:45 p.m. ET, SECN
West Virginia at Pitt ..................3:30 p.m. ET, ESPN or ESPN2
Ball State at Miami ..................................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCN
VMI at Georgia Tech ..............................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCNX
N.C. Central at North Carolina ....................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
UConn at Duke ...........................................6 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Virginia Tech at Old Dominion.....................6 p.m. ET, ESPN+
Ole Miss at Wake Forest...................... 6:30 p.m. ET, The CW
Maryland at Virginia .....................................8 p.m. ET, ACCN
San Diego State at Cal ............................10:30 p.m. ET, ESPN
Open: Clemson, Louisville, SMU, Stanford, Syracuse

*denotes ACC game

Friday, Sept. 20 
Stanford at Syracuse * ..............................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Sept. 21 
Youngstown State at Pitt .......................3:30 p.m. ET, ACCNX
Duke at Middle Tennessee ..............................7 p.m. ET, TBA
Michigan State at Boston College
Cal at Florida State *
NC State at Clemson *
Georgia Tech at Louisville *
Miami at South Florida
James Madison at North Carolina
TCU at SMU
Virginia at Coastal Carolina
Rutgers at Virginia Tech
Open: Wake Forest

Friday, Sept. 27 
Virginia Tech at Miami * ...........................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Sept. 28 
Holy Cross at Syracuse..................................noon ET, ACCNX
Louisville at Notre Dame .....................3:30 p.m. ET, Peacock
Western Kentucky at Boston College
Stanford at Clemson *
North Carolina at Duke *
Florida State at SMU *
Northern Illinois at NC State
Louisiana at Wake Forest
Open: Cal, Georgia Tech, Pitt, Virginia

Friday, Oct. 4 
Syracuse at UNLV ............................................ 9 p.m. ET, FS1

Saturday, Oct. 5 
Boston College at Virginia *
Miami at Cal *
Clemson at Florida State *
Duke at Georgia Tech *
SMU at Louisville *
Pitt at North Carolina *
Wake Forest at NC State *
Virginia Tech at Stanford *

Saturday, Oct. 12 
Stanford at Notre Dame ............................ 3:30 p.m. ET, NBC
Cal at Pitt *
Clemson at Wake Forest *
Georgia Tech at North Carolina *
Louisville at Virginia *
Syracuse at NC State *
Open: Boston College, Duke, Florida State, Miami, SMU, 
Virginia Tech

Thursday, Oct. 17 
Boston College at Virginia Tech * .............7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Friday, Oct. 18 
Florida State at Duke * ................................7 p.m. ET, ESPN2

Saturday, Oct. 19 
Wake Forest at UConn ..................................noon ET, CBSSN
NC State at Cal *
Virginia at Clemson *
Miami at Louisville *
SMU at Stanford *
Notre Dame at Georgia Tech
Open: North Carolina, Pitt, Syracuse

Thursday, Oct. 24 
Syracuse at Pitt * ......................................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Friday, Oct. 25 
Louisville at Boston College * .................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2

Saturday, Oct. 26 
SMU at Duke *
Florida State at Miami *
Georgia Tech at Virginia Tech *
North Carolina at Virginia *
Wake Forest at Stanford *
Oregon State at Cal
Open: Clemson, NC State

Saturday, Nov. 2 
Louisville at Clemson *
Duke at Miami *
North Carolina at Florida State *
Stanford at NC State *
Pitt at SMU *
Virginia Tech at Syracuse *
Open: Boston College, Cal, Georgia Tech, Virginia, Wake 
Forest

Friday, Nov. 8 
Cal at Wake Forest *.....................................8 p.m. ET, ACCN

Saturday, Nov. 9 
Florida State at Notre Dame...................... 7:30 p.m. ET, NBC
Syracuse at Boston College *
Clemson at Virginia Tech *
Duke at NC State *
Miami at Georgia Tech *
Virginia at Pitt *
Open: Louisville, North Carolina, SMU, Stanford 

Saturday, Nov. 16 
Virginia at Notre Dame .............................. 3:30 p.m. ET, NBC
Boston College at SMU *
Syracuse at Cal *
Clemson at Pitt *
Louisville at Stanford *
Wake Forest at North Carolina *
Open: Duke, Florida State, Georgia Tech, Miami, NC State, 
Virginia Tech

Thursday, Nov. 21 
NC State at Georgia Tech * .......................7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN

Saturday, Nov. 23 
North Carolina at Boston College *
Stanford at Cal *
Virginia Tech at Duke *
Pitt at Louisville *
Wake Forest at Miami *
SMU at Virginia *
UConn at Syracuse
The Citadel at Clemson
Charleston Southern at Florida State

Friday, Nov. 29 
Stanford at San José State ...............................4 p.m. ET, CBS
Georgia Tech at Georgia ............................ 7:30 p.m. ET, ABC

Saturday, Nov. 30 
Pitt at Boston College *
Cal at SMU *
Duke at Wake Forest *
Miami at Syracuse *
NC State at North Carolina *
Virginia at Virginia Tech *
South Carolina at Clemson
Florida at Florida State
Louisville at Kentucky

WEEK 0

WEEK 1

WEEK 4 WEEK 9

WEEK 10

WEEK 5

2 024 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHED ULE

WEEK 2

WEEK 3

WEEK 6

WEEK 7

WEEK 11

WEEK 8

WEEK 12

WEEK 13

WEEK 14

presents the 
2024 ACC 

Football 
Schedule

Jeff Prince 910-734-2044 
Randy Coleman 910-207-2370
Ronnie Hinson 910-734-6943

Open Monday - Saturday By Appointment
1080 Main Street, Fair Bluff

www.fairbluffauto.com 

From left to right: Whiteville’s Bella Moore, Grace Wilkins, West Columbus’ Morgan 
Nix and Whiteville’s Daijah Davis.uuSEE CHEERLEADERS 13B

Brenna McPherson 
of WHS

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS



I know you are thinking, “Only 10 questions?” 
I’m sure a survey of fans would come up with 
many more, but, hey, our space is limited here. 
I apologize in advance if I haven’t included the 
questions that you want answers to. And fur-
thermore, none of these questions will be an-
swered until the games are played, anyway. 

Will coaching changes be noticed?
It is true that only one head coaching change has 
taken place. Fred Pedro is now in charge at East 
Columbus. And even that change is a familiar 
assistant coach ascending to the head coaching 
title. However, there are some faces that will no 
longer grace the sidelines for Columbus County 
football teams.
I doubt I will get much 
argument in saying 
that Matt Scott’s re-
tirement at Whiteville 
is the most significant 
occurrence. Scott ar-
rived at Whiteville 
with Luke Little in 
2012. Scott’s decision 
to remain at White-
ville when Little left 
after the 2017 season 
was a key for the con-
tinuity of the White-
ville program. The 
Wolfpack defense, 
under Scott’s tutelage, 
allowed an average of 
only 15 points a game 
during his 12 seasons 
at Whiteville.
Former Whiteville as-
sistant coach Jerry 
Singletary is now at 
West Bladen. Single-
tary was also instru-
mental in helping with 
a smooth transition 
from Little to Price. 
Both Singletary and 
Scott had a talent for 
connecting with their players.
You certainly can’t blame former West Colum-
bus defensive coordinator Preston Worley for 
parlaying the outstanding season the Vikings 
had in 2023 into the head coaching job at West 
Bladen.
South Columbus welcomes Jake Fonvielle 
back in an assistant coach’s role. He is a known 
commodity, not only at South Columbus, but 
throughout the North Carolina football coach-
ing community.
While head coaches get much of the credit (and 
blame), today’s successful high school football 
teams must have knowledgeable individuals in 
assistant coaching roles.

Will South Columbus be back?
The last five seasons have not been what Stal-
lions fans hoped for. The South Columbus foot-
ball program was, in my opinion, one of the 
most adversely affected by COVID-19. The in-
ability to have the players on campus involved 
in the weight training program was a major fac-
tor. Stallions football has always been based on 
the ability to beat you at the line of scrimmage. 
Strength is a necessity to win the battle in the 
trenches.
Coach Russell Dove is cautiously optimistic 
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701 Bus. • Whiteville
“Established 1982”

Full Menu and 
Salad Bar 
Available

910-642-5812

VILLAGE
PIZZA

Pizza Village & 
hometown football 

the winning 
combination!

Good Luck to allGood Luck to all
Columbus County Columbus County 
Coaches & Teams!Coaches & Teams!

1423 North JK Powell Blvd1423 North JK Powell Blvd

WhitevilleWhiteville
on Hwy 701 at Hwy 74 Overpasson Hwy 701 at Hwy 74 Overpass

910-640-2900910-640-2900

Name Brands: La-Z-Boy • Broyhill • Lane • Ashley • Many MoreName Brands: La-Z-Boy • Broyhill • Lane • Ashley • Many More

By FRANKLIN DAVIS
franklindavis@nrcolumbus.com

900 S. Madison St., Whiteville
910.207.6324

myniemanmarket.com

G� d Luck 
to 

all Teams!
Fresh Meats • Premium Quality 

Locally Sourced
We are here for all your 

tailgating needs.

that his team is ready to get back to Stallions 
football. Judging from the material I saw at 
practice, he has reason to be enthused. The feel-
ing is there is something in the air at South that 
has been missing the last few seasons.

Can West Columbus repeat its 2023 success?
Coach LaMonte Williamson’s teams have im-
proved every year, as the team’s records have 
demonstrated. An improvement in the win col-
umn (from 12 wins in 2023) would be asking a 
lot in 2024. Will the confidence carry over into 
2024?
West Columbus lost a number of players who 
were stalwarts in the Vikings football rebuild-

ing process. And, this season, 
West Columbus will have a 
target on its back! That is a 
welcome thing for a team be-
cause it is indicative of the 
esteem opponents hold for 
you. It is also a burden be-
cause typically you get every 
opponent’s best effort. 
Frankly, the Vikings don’t 
have to match last year’s 
team to be successful. But 
with winning come expecta-
tions.

Is Fred Pedro the answer at 
East?
I hope so, and every high 
school football fan in Colum-
bus County should hope so as 
well. Everyone benefits when 
all four Columbus County 
teams are competitive. One 
instance is that it helps ev-
eryone’s RPI ranking when 
county teams win out-of-con-
ference contests.
Coach Pedro understands the 
situation he comes into since 
he previously served as an 
assistant. Hopefully, his en-

thusiasm will help attract larger numbers to the 
Gators football program.
If Pedro can last more than one season as Ga-
tors head coach, he will have done more than 
four of the previous six East Columbus football 
coaches have done. That may seem trivial, but 
coaching continuity is a must to build a foun-
dation for a program. I don’t really expect this 
season’s results to answer this question.

Will Pender’s defense stop anyone in 2024?
Pender allowed a whopping 48.4 points per 
game in 2023. Remove the Patriots’ shutout 
of East Columbus, and that average climbs to 
53.2.
A second and related question could be, “How 
many points do we expect Hobbton and Pender 
to score when they meet on Oct. 11?” Pender 
won last year’s game 106–83, and there was 
still time remaining on the game clock when 
the field lights went out, causing the game to 
end.
Pender averaged 39.3 points on offense, but 
gave up over 53 points in six of its games.

Will teams kick the ball deep?
I believe the casual fan thinks the onside or the 

squib kick is designed for the kicking team to 
recover. I disagree! I believe coaches use this 
tactic to not have to work on kickoff coverage. 
The possibility of a recovery and extra offen-
sive possession is simply a fringe benefit.

Does East Bladen’s 2023 playoff success car-
ry over?
East Bladen was 5–5 in the 2023 regular sea-
son. However, they won three times and only 
lost 20–13 to Tarboro in the 1A playoffs. The 
Eagles’ overall winning record was their first 
since the 2020 COVID-19 season (5–2).
Enrollment has dwindled at East Bladen as they 
are playing as a 1A school for the second sea-
son. Are the student population losses affecting 
the football program?

Who are the real Trask Titans?
After Trask went 8–4 in 2022, you figured 
Coach Ches had the program on the rise. Now, 
6–5 in 2023 isn’t bad. Especially when you 
consider that the Titans did not win a game in 
2020 or 2021 and had not enjoyed a winning 
season since 2017.
But I believe more was expected last season. 
Trask was a “tweener”in 2023. They defeated 
the teams you expected them to and lost to 
Dixon (a surprise), West Columbus, White-
ville, East Bladen and Cummings. The losses 
to West Columbus, Whiteville and East Bladen 
were the Titans’ first three conference games, 
but they recovered nicely until losing to Cum-
mings, 27–22, in the first round of the 2A play-
offs. 

Who steps up for Whiteville?
Approximately 80% of the Wolfpack’s total of-

uuSEE QUESTIONS 12B
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VILLAGE PRESCRIPTION CENTER
presents the 

2024 EAST COLUMBUS GATORS

Joshua Jacobs

ShaReed Phillips

Zachary OppenheimerJustin Chavis

Demetrius Dexter Nate HowardJordan Burney Dawson Crosby

Steven Hansford Rodney Graham Michael Jackson Jacob Stukes Kaden Best

Devon Jenrette Alejo PenaAubrey Long Ian Mitchell Dakari Porter

Jabri Dixon Adrion Jenrette Blake Thomson Nate George

East Columbus senior football players

Village PrescriPtion center
108 E. Old Highway 74/76  Lake Waccamaw  (910) 646-3435
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm   Saturday  9:00 am - 1:00pm

J.T. HudsonDavonte Marshburn
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East Columbus Gators 
Assistant Football Coaches

Ron Stukes James Chavis Reggie Shuiford Dureon Sulton

Edward Squires
463 Vinson Blvd. Whiteville, NC 28472

336.355.1704         336.689.0320
Squiresedward@yahoo.com

Elite Benefits Group

2024 East Columbus Gators2024 East Columbus Gators
CheerleadersCheerleaders

Bottom Row L-R: Jade Bright, Myleigh Moore, Tamira Brown, Millie Bracey, Jaliyah Brown, Kyleigh Patrick, 
Danica Kern, Brynlee Freeman 
Top Row L-R: J’mauria Williams, Sadee Brown, Carlie Jacobs, Shamiah Johnson, Callie Jacobs, Ariel Patrick, Kirstin 
Jacobs, Reese Bennett, Lakyn Wilson
Coach:  Sloan Deans

                        
    

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
MONDAY - SATURDAY

Serving the Best in Seafood, Steaks & more
Dine In or Carry Out | 910-646-4466

Serving Columbus County over 25 Years

LAKE WACCAMAW

                        
    

CJ Nobles
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Tabor City Medicine Mart 
presents the

2024 SOUTH COLUMBUS STALLIONS

We care about you!

South Columbus senior football players

Rylan NorrisAndrew Todd Cayden Batton Ryan Chambers Javon McLaughlinJavion Vereen Logan Todd

Rush BlackwellEaston McPherson Briar Johnson Daniel Ray Jaylen HubbardJaxson Greene Nazier Bryant

Lawson ZokalCole Dove Hayden Lanier Braxton SellarsLandon Worley Tank Bellamy

Conner WaggleLogan Long Derrick Dager Exavior Bellman Jess BeckKameron Johnson Justin Bianchini

Sharowski MyersKeyon Phillips Jake Cribb Ja’Kai Johnson Cooper PadgettIsaac Gore Joshua Wooster

Elijah Stamper Tyrese Johnson

Jaimon Fipps

Nasir Hutchinson

Davion Williams

Brian Gonzalez Oscar Valdez
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Justin White Mike Soles

Scott Johnson

South Columbus Stallions
Assistant Football Coaches

Quality Cleaners
Greg and Melinda Powell

Dry Cleaners & Laundry Specialist
For Over 38 Years

107 Frazier St., Whiteville
910-642-8146

Good Luck !

Jason Greene Justin Hughes

Ira WarwickCarlos Tisdale

DALE’S SEAFOOD
OF TABOR CITY

Family Seafood and Steak House
Open Mon.-Thurs. 11 am to 9:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 11 am to 10 pm

100 US 701 By-pass, Tabor City • 910-653-2321

2024 South Columbus Stallions2024 South Columbus Stallions
CheerleadersCheerleaders

Bottom Row L-R: Anna-Grace Phillips, Alexis Shepherd, Hayden Hardee, Ella Fowler, Emerson Tompkins, 
Kayla Stanley, Emma Parker, Nyreonna Bryant, Bailey Sellers
Middle Row L-R: Brookelynn Benton, Carmyn Williams, Zykasha Jenrette, Ariana Garnica, Azyriah Bush, Kayla 
Hayes, JamieLynn Godwin, Mya Johnson, Karlie Clewis, Dakiya Smith
Top Row L-R: Essence Rouse, Madison Long, Alieyah Godwin, Laney Barnhill  
Coach: Mary Gore

 

Quinlan Hammond
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East Columbus

fense and total tackles have donned their caps 
and gowns and moved on. No, the talent cup-
board isn’t bare. But a number of the familiar 
names heard over the PA system at Legion Sta-
dium are not going to be called this season.
Maybe the question should be, “Is it the system 
or the player?” In my way of thinking, it has to 
be some of both. A challenging non-conference 
schedule should provide some answers as to 
whether the mixture is working.

Does it really matter?
Certainly it does, at least short term to the play-
ers and the fans. I mean bragging rights are 

definitely a big deal. If it didn’t matter, there 
wouldn’t be a “Pigskin Preview” or Friday 
Night scoreboard shows.
Sometimes, though, we forget that for the 
coaches, this is their livelihood. No coach 
goes into a game wanting to lose, and for 
many high school teams you must play 
the hand you are dealt. Maybe some of the 
games are against teams that are playing 
under a different, more favorable, set of cir-
cumstances.
Maybe we should each take a moment to 
reflect on how well we could coach a teen-
ager to do our job, with the understanding 
that how well they perform would keep us 
employed. And most of us have occupations 
where someone isn’t on the other side, try-

ing to keep us from being successful.
I hope all your questions about this season have 
positive answers!

QUESTIONS
Continued from 7B
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Medication � erapy Management
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FedEx Shipping  •  UPS Shipping
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620 Je� erson St., Whiteville
910.642.3065 • 910.642.3009

with canoeing, and being able to make lots 
of new friends so fast and perform an amaz-
ing routine.”

The website added that the invitational fo-
cuses on three main areas, “building cheer 
skills and preparing for the college level, 
growth in leadership, and learning about the 
Hawaiian culture.”

“Cheer Hawaii was an amazing opportu-
nity that I’m so glad I could be a part of,” 
said Stanley. “The island is so beautiful and 
fun to be on. The Cheer Hawaii staff was so 
professional and fun to be around. They real-
ly incorporated cool tourist spots while also 
making workouts fun. I really enjoyed our 
leadership classes because they showed us a 
new way to look at life after cheer.”

“I look forward to the girls sharing the ma-
terial they learn while at Cheer Hawaii with 

Quality Memorials
of Distinction

For more than 55 years, we’ve provided 
lasting monuments for your loved ones. 
Your confidence in us to craft a tasteful 

memorial is very much appreciated.

COLE 
MONUMENT 

WORKS
Monuments with Dignity & Permanence

Buy Direct and Save
Granite - Bronze - Marble

1400 James B. White Hwy. North, Whiteville
910-642-3503 • colemonumentworks@gmail.com

Mike Cole, Owner

West Columbus South Columbus
SCRIMMAGE ACTION

South Columbus cheerleaders from left to right: Emma Parker, Emerson Tompkins, Kayla Stanley, Kyndall 
Buffkin, Ella Fowler and Hayden Hardee.

CHEERLEADERS
Continued from 6B

PHOTOS BY DASHAUN VEREEN PHOTOS BY FRANKLIN DAVIS

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

us when they come back,” said South Columbus cheer-
leading coach Mary Gore. “Each year we learn some-
thing new from the girls’ time at camp.”
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Columbus County football players who received 
2023 All-Waccamaw Conference recognition

Experience abounds in Waccamaw 
football head coaches’ resumés

Entering the 2024 high school football sea-
son, East Columbus’ Fred Pedro is the only 
new head football coach among the seven Wac-
camaw Conference schools. The remaining six 
coaches have a total of 79 years of prior head 
coaching experience. Granted, Pender’s Tom 
Eanes accounts for almost half of that total as 
he is entering his 39th season as a head coach. 
West Columbus’ LaMonte Williamson is the 
least experienced of those six, with five seasons 
at the helm of the Vikings football ship.

 
Tom Eanes – Pender

Eanes has a career record, according to the 
carolinapreps.com website, of 182–209–1. He 
began his head coaching career at East Lincoln 
in 1986. Additional stops were Hillsborough 
Orange, Albemarle, East Surry, East Rowan, 
Pender (2004–2010), Wilmington Ashley, Pat-
ton High in Morganton, Bandys 
High in Catawba and finally his 
current job, a second stint at 
Pender.

Eanes’ overall record with Pender is 83–57. 
His teams are 25–20 over the past four seasons. 
In Eanes’ second season back at Pender, the Pa-
triots advanced to the fourth round of the 2021 
1A playoffs before losing to Tarboro.

Robby Priest – East Bladen
Priest took over the Eagles head coaching 

position from Lenon Fisher prior to the 2012 
season. His teams have a record of 92–52. East 
Bladen advanced to the third round of the 2A 
playoffs in 2012, 2014, 2016 and 2017. 

East Bladen’s record is even-steven at 27–27 
over the past five seasons. However, the Eagles 
reached the fourth round of the 2023 1A playoffs 

before losing to Tarboro.

Russell Dove – South Columbus
Dove’s overall record as a head coach is 

67–53. This includes his first job, leading West 
Bladen to a 16–19 record from 2013–2015. Won 
and lost records can be deceiving as the Knights 
had lost 19 consecutive games prior to the 2013 
campaign; therefore 16 wins in three seasons 
was a big step forward.

Dove’s record at South Columbus is 51–34. 
After a 36–6 start during his first three seasons 
at Vinegar Hill, the Stallions have struggled to 
a 15–28 record since. 

South Columbus advanced to the fourth round 
of the 2A playoffs in 2016. Their last playoff 
win came against Greene Central, 63–28, in 
November 2019.

Lawrence Ches – Trask
Ches’ teams have compiled an overall record 

of 43–29 during his seven seasons as a head 
coach. He led Red Springs to a 29–20 record 
from 2017–2021 before taking over a Trask pro-
gram that had lost 24 of its previous 26 contests.

Trask is 14–9 in Ches’ two seasons as head 
coach.

JP Price – Whiteville 
Price is entering his seventh season as Wolf-

pack head coach. The Wolfpack have lost in 
the fourth round of the playoffs the previous 
two seasons. Prior to 2022, Whiteville had not 
played a fourth-round contest since 1987. Price’s 

teams now own an overall record of 55–15 in 
his six seasons.

LaMonte Wiliamson – West Columbus
Williamson’s Vikings have improved their 

number of wins in each of his five seasons as 
head coach. They will be hard pressed to con-
tinue that streak after going 12–2 in 2023 and 
reaching the fourth round of the 1A playoffs for 
the first time in the school’s football history. The 
Vikings lost in the fourth round to Tarboro, a 
team that always seems to be the kryptonite to 
our local schools in the gridiron playoffs.

West Columbus is 30–27 during Williamson’s 
tenure. This includes records of 1–11 (2019) 
and 2–4 (2020), his first two seasons. Their 9–4 
record in 2022 was the school’s first winning 
season in football since 2005.

Fred Pedro – East Columbus
Pedro becomes the fourth coach in four sea-

sons to head the Gators football program. He 
follows James Hobbs (2018–2021), Luke Barker 
(2022) and Douglas Skipper (2023). Pedro is 
the 13th head football coach since East Colum-
bus opened in the fall of 1992. East Colum-
bus’ record since then is 89–255. Toby Kasell 
(2010–2012) has the best winning percentage of 
any of the previous dozen Gators head football 
coaches at 47.4% (18–20).

But buyer beware
Many variables figure into a high school 

coach’s win-loss record. Available talent, sched-
ule, injuries, assistant coach continuity and pro-
gram support all play a role, as do the X’s, O’s 
and motivation supplied by any one individual.

* Graduated players

By FRANKLIN DAVIS
franklindavis@nrcolumbus.com

Many variables figure into a high school coach’s win-loss record.
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EAST COLUMBUS GATORS
 Matthew George* 	   CJ Waddell*

SOUTH COLUMBUS STALLIONS
  Rush Blackwell	      	 Demonta Gore*

 WHITEVILLE WOLFPACK  
Amadeus Morris*		  Luke Odham*
Amari Best*			   Jamal Faulk*

WEST COLUMBUS VIKINGS
Dwayne “DJ” Bryant*	 Ryan Strickland*
Ryder Haynes	  Jaylen Bellamy*
Triston Freeman*   	 Junior Stewart*  

Unique Kelly*
 Honorable Mentions

 WHITEVILLE WOLFPACK  
Alzaish Baldwin*	 Nallegem Powell

Will Fisher

SOUTH COLUMBUS STALLIONS
  Mason Parker*

EAST COLUMBUS GATORS
 Brison Mintz*

WEST COLUMBUS VIKINGS
Jahmir Dorsey*	 Joseph Specht*
Kenny Barfield*	 Lannon Stewart*
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Former Columbus County high school 
players now on collegiate football rosters

Photo courtesy of Barton Athletics

Zayvion Braddy
Barton 

Brandon Tyson
Elon 

Cameron Smith
Texas Christian 

University

Daejuan Thompson
Garden City Community 

College

Donnell Wilson
Tennessee Tech

Nikotis Gordon
Shaw

Photo courtesy of ECU Athletics

Ty Moss
Tennessee Tech 

Antonio Odom
Elizabeth City State

CeeJai Batten-
Richardson

Wingate
Photo courtesy of TCU Athletics

Photo courtesy of NC State Athletics
Photo courtesy of Elon Athletics Photo courtesy of CCU Athletics

File photo
File photo

File photo

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
North Carolina Association of Certified Public Accountants

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., P.A.

P.O. Box 398, 1626 S. Madison Street, Suite 100, Whiteville, NC
phone (910) 642-6182 • fax (910) 642-0447

301 West King St., Elizabethtown, NC
4024 Oleander Dr., Wilmington, NC

1543 S Lee Hwy, Cleveland, TN 37311

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., P.A. provides a full range of accounting, audit, tax and 
consulting services designed to grow your business. If your company is looking to improve 
business operations, contact one of our CPA professionals to find out what we can do for you.

The CPA. Never 
Underestimate The Value.SM

R. Bryon Scott, CPAGregory Adams, CPAAlan W. Thompson, CPA

Certifi ed Public Accountants

Amari Best
Fayetteville State

Unique Kelly
Fayetteville State

Amadeus Morris
Limestone

File photo File photo File photo

CJ Waddell
Wingate

Ashton Harrelson
Guilford College

DJ Bryant
The Citadel

File photo File photo File photo

Matthew George
Fayetteville State

Kyle Price
St. Andrews

Montrez Holland
Fayetteville State

File photo File photo File photo

Good Luck To All The County Teams
and shop 

Fresh Foods 
for Great Savings!

Chadbourn
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Koonce Medicine Mart presents the
2024 WEST COLUMBUS VIKINGS

We care about you!

TyKece HollingsworthTony Jordan Demond Williams Jahan Lesane-Powell Xavier Tart

Ayden ScottLarry Graham Jaceon KeelTravis Williams Santonio Vereen Markis Willis

Ryder Haynes

Naszir HarriotChristian Norton KeAndre Corbett Jamar Jones Ricardo Vazquez

Dylan SmithKishawn Kelly River BarnesWyatt Powell Jeiel Bell Brittan Bryan

Xavier Savage

Hervon RouseMatthew BestDrake Moore Jamir Jones

West Columbus senior football players
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West Columbus Vikings
Assistant Football Coaches

Gage Hammonds

Try Our Grouper on Yeast Roll Sandwich, The Best In Town!
805 Jefferson St., Whiteville

910-640-3692

Great Food • Fast Service • Great Prices

Good luck to all area teams, 
players and coaches

2024 West Columbus Vikings2024 West Columbus Vikings
CheerleadersCheerleaders

Bottom L-R: Taylor Lancaster (Captain), Morgan Nix (Co-Captain), Eisha Long, Layla King, Kynnedee Graham, Addisyn 
Williamson, Alice Christian Spivey (Captain)
Middle L-R: Brionna Bennett, Ari Britt, Abby McCleney, Madison Green
Top L-R: Mariyah Mzungu,  Cloie Grace Spivey, Kenzie Bowen, Kyasia Smith, Hannah Potter, Chloe Edmund, Lily Miller
Coach: Tasha Dyson

“Celebrating 95 Years Serving Th e People of Columbus County”

Hours: M-F  7:30-5:30   Sat. 7:30-12:00

1615 S. Madison St.
Whiteville

 910-642-3191

Merritt’s Sporting Goods
We’ve  
got  
all  
your 
sporting 
needs 
covered!

Open 
Monday- Friday 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We carry school 
uniforms Polos! 

All School 
Colors!

910.642.6079 merrittsptg@gmail.com
201 East Main Street |Whiteville, NC 28472

Kaylib Holley

Country nursery

315 Vinson Blvd., Whiteville 
Judy Bowen | 910.640.6660

Open Year Round \ Closed Sunday

“Flowers are like friends; 
they bring color to your world.”

Good Luck 
to all Teams!

• Trees • Shrubs • Perennials • Annuals 
• Yard Décor • Flags • Bows • Wreaths

Brandon Smith
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J. RAY REALTY presents the
2024 WHITEVILLE WOLFPACK

910.642.8111 . www.jrayrealty.com

THE REAL ESTATE TEAM 
THAT GETS IT DONE!

Your Hometown Real Estate Agency
1009 N. JK Powell Blvd. (Hwy 701 Bypass) 

Go Pack!

Layton McLeanWill Fisher Caleb Johnson Cody Rice  Hunter HagoodZay Best Antwan Wright

Jaya SmithJake Odham Malachi Powers AJ Monroe Sebeyhon ShipmanTyshawn Lennon Cameron McKvian

Darius GallowayNallegem Powell Emanuel Kemp Chris LacewellSamuel McBride Jayden Todd

Caleb JordanCam Gore Malik Johnson Cornelius BellSeth Bullock Marcus Moore

Zyaeir BostickDavis Strickland Camden Butler Donte Faulk Eli Hill

Kendall McAllister

Jayleen Graham Kenneth Kerper

Brayden Worley Nate Robinson

Whiteville senior football players

Kenyon Lloyd

Topher Callihan Jayden Phelps Creek Hyatt
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Whiteville Wolfpack Assistant Football Coaches

Chase Rhodes Todd Burney

Andrew LewisJoey Price

Curtis Moss

Certifi ed Public Accountants Serving Southeastern North Carolina Since 1941

www.spdouglas.com

Member:
American Institute of CPA’s

NC Association of CPA’s
WHITEVILLE

122 Memory Plaza
910-642-6692

Matthew S. McLean, CPA

ELIZABETHTOWNELIZABETHTOWN
1103 W. Broad Street

910-862-3768
Phil W. Byrd, CPA

LUMBERTON
907 N. Walnut Street

910-739-7523
John L. Grissom, Jr., CPA

S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP

Matthew S. McLean, CPA

2
0

2
2

Th e News Reporter’s

CHOICEOICE
PEOPLE’S

Best of  Columbus
AWARD

2
0

2
3

Front Row L-R: Ila Simpson, Bailee Thompson, Aaliyah Willis, Bella Moore, Adryana Etheridge, Rachel Prentice, Leah Hooks
Middle Row L-R: Faith McMillan, Dennisha Richardson, Aria Bartley, Alex Stoll, Laney Bullard, Porsha Smith, Leslie Pham
Back Row L-R: Carrie Nicholson, Brenna McPherson, Zoe Elleby, Lauryn Singletary, Angel Smith, Grace Wilkins
Not pictured: C’Nyia Thompson 
Coaches: Amanda Hill (Head Coach) and Carrie-Ann Clemons (Assistant Coach)

2024 Whiteville Wolfpack2024 Whiteville Wolfpack
CheerleadersCheerleaders

 

on Hwy 701 at Hwy 74 Overpass
910-640-2900

Name Brands: La-Z-Boy . Broyhill . Lane . Ashley . Many More

1423 North JK Powell Blvd
Whiteville

Clay Jernigan

Quamain Rose



20B • The News Reporter, Thursday, August 22, 2024 

Whiteville, NC • www.vannunderwood.com
910.642.2000 • 1.800.682.6835

We Proudly SuPPort 
ColumbuS County 

AthletiCS

“All new 2024“All new 2024

Jeep Grand Cherokee L”
Jeep Grand Cherokee L”

We’ve got you covered!

Your Home.
Your Car.
Your Life.
Your Health.

910-642-8206113 West Smith St., Whiteville / Addison Agency

Glenn Ray
LUTCF, Agent
910-642-8206

Phil Addison
Agency Manager
910-642-8206

Teddy Tedder
Agent

910-642-8206

Wesley Varnadore
Agent

910-642-8206

Ben Worthington
Agent

910-642-8206

Meredith Hammond
Agent

910-642-8206

THIS SEASON!

Just like football, life after high school requires determination, skill, and the right game plan. At Southeastern
Community College, we’re here to coach you through every step, whether you're aiming for a winning career or

planning to advance to the next level of education. Our programs offer hands-on training and stackable
credentials that prepare you to tackle the challenges ahead.

VISIT SCCNC.EDU TO LEARN MORE!

GOOD LUCK


