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Meet Amy

Ransom,
PA-

Southeastern Multi-Specialty
and Urgent Care Whiteville
provider

HEALTH.-
Southeastern

Whiteville Primary/Urgent Care Provider

Board Certified Physician Assistant Amy Ransom, a resident of Whiteville,

is available for both your Primary Care and Urgent Care needs, and accepts
patients of all ages by both appointment or as a walk-in at Southeastern Multi-
Specialty and Urgent Care Whiteville, an affiliate of UNC Health Southeastern.

Originally from Kentucky, she completed the Physician Assistant Program at
the University of Kentucky and earned board certification with the National
Commission of Certification of Physician Assistants in 1992. She has provided
care within the community and its surrounding counties for over 30 years.

UNC Health Southeastern is an award winning health system recently honored
as a Healthgrades 2022 Patient Safety Excellence Award recipient. This
distinction places UNC Health Southeastern among the top 10 percent of all
short-term acute care hospitals as evaluated by Healthgrades, the leading
marketplace connecting patients and providers. The health system was also
named among the nation's top performing hospitals for treatment of heart
attack patients with a gold achievement award by the American College of
Cardiology’'s NCDR Chest Pain and awarded a "B" safety grade for spring 2022
by The Leapfrog Group, a non-profit watchdog organization. Areas evaluated
by the group include processes, such as how often treatment is administered;
structures, for example, whether medications are ordered through a computer;
and outcomes, or what happens while receiving care.

unchealthsoutheastern.org

Spring & Summer 2022

Hours
Monday - Thursday:
8:00am.-5p.m.
Friday:
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Location
Southeastern Multi-Specialty
and Urgent Care Whiteville
117 East Main Street
Whiteville, NC

D Phone

(910) 207-6514

UNC Health Southeastern
Call Center: 1-844-735-8864



WE RENT THEM ALL!

YOUR EQUIPMENT RENTAL
SPECIALIST

The newest, most modern rental equipment
facility in Columbus County

e LARGE EQUIPMENT

D a y * Backhoes ® Farm Tractors ® Bobcats
* Trackhoes * Forklifts ® Trackloaders

we e k * Boom Truck ® Bulldozers

e Large Trailers, etc.

Monthly:  suaLL EQuiPmMENT,
Re n ta I s » Water. Pumps * Floor Saws * Sled Tamps

- Quickie Saws* Jack Hammers
* Cement Mixers * Portable Air Compressors
* Portable Generators, efc.

344 Vinson Blvd. (Hwy. 130 East) Whiteville, NC = Phone 642-6642
whitevillerentals.com
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CONSTRUCTION
DUMPSTERS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR & DIRECTIONAL DRILLING

910.642.1883

glennpmc@yahoo.com

THcuroanusika ]LE Storet

Serv:ce Value Selectlon ”

i, ZntuT 1% Dl

6 Whiteville Plaza, Whiteville (Behind Mark’s Seafood) ¢ (910) 642-3064
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Wedding Season Sales

« N
Do you have room
in your heart and

home to become a

foster parent? :
, , BGHNC Country Store
Attend an info session 201 Top Tobacco Rd. « Lake Waccamaw
June 14 at 6 p.m. 910-356-0046
322 Rube McCrae Circle Sales Hours

Wednesday - Friday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Lake Waccamaw Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Can’t make the meeting?
Call 7-877-211-5322 for
additional opportunities.

THOMAS

Helping students find Connection, Compassion & Character

L

BOYSsGIRLS
HOMES

of North Carolina

Celebrating the Class of 2022
Graduating June 11, 2022 at 10 a.m..
Leamon Rogers Memorial Chapel
Lake Waccamaw

Community Based Services
Foster Care & Adoption Learn more about Thomas Academy

boysandgirlshomes.org/programs-of-care/ www.thomasacademync.org « 910-646-2237
foster-care.html
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WAR DOES THINGS TO PEOPLE
War Hero Robert F. Lewis,

World War I

and trauma

story JOSEPH WILLIAMS
pHoTOS JOSEPH WILLIAMS & LEWIS FAMILY PHOTOS

“P apa was waiting to get a haircut, I think it was, and this man
comes in” to Sig Smith’s barbershop in Bolton, began Janice
(Lewis) Parker, age 80.

“He sits down beside Papa,” her younger sister, Nancy (Lewis)
Simmons, age 77, continued, and the stranger began asking Robert F.
Lewis Sr., decorated Columbus County veteran, about the Great War
— “and that is all the man wanted to know,” said Simmons, stressing
the man’s insistent, prying questions.

Simmons said that the man “just kept on talking to Papa and talking
to Papa, and...,” Parker finished, “Papa just didn’t talk about it.”

She added: “He got up and said, ‘Sig, I'll come back another time,”
and he walked out of the door.

“War, they tell me, does things to people,” Parker mused.

How’d they get here?

The story of how these women, originally from New Jersey, wound
up in the care of their grandparents in faraway Columbus County is a
convoluted but important one.

While traveling throughout the Atlantic Seaboard as a part of his

This old photograph shows a young Robert F. Lewis Sr. as a boy, standing to the

right. His older sister, Danice, is also standing. Seated, to the left, is their father,
Simon Adolpheus Lewis Jr. and their mother, Catherine Ann Lenora Creech.
8 |
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service in the U.S. Merchant Marine, the elder Lewis’ firstborn son,
Robert F. Lewis Jr., known as “Bob,” met and later married Kathleen
Rose (“Kitty”) Higgins in 1940. In a matter of six years, they had three
children: Janice, Robert, who went by “Bobby,” and Nancy.

In a matter of six more years, however, Kitty died from tuberculosis.

While tending to the needs of his ever-sicker wife, Bob Lewis lost
his job. This loss disrupted his ability to adequately provide for his chil-
dren.

“He told me,” said Parker, “IThad a funeral to pay for,  had a stone to
buy, I had furniture in our apartment that wasn’t paid for.” But, in spite
of all of his grief and expenses, Parker said that the lessors bluntly told
him, ““We don’t care, you still have to pay for it” — which he couldn’t.

“He lost everything,” she said.

Grieving the loss of his wife and out of house and home, Bob Lewis
sent a telegram to his mother in Columbus County, asking her to take
S-year-old Janice, 3-year-old Bobby and 2-year-old Nancy down to Co-
lumbus County to stay with her, Arrie Agnew (Prevatte) Lewis, and her
husband — Robert F. Lewis Sr.

And so began the blossoming of these women’s relationship
with their grandfather, who, they would come to discover, was
recognized by not one, not two, but three countries for his un-
surpassed bravery in the heat of battle during World War L.

“Everything that happens is in God’s plan,” said Parker.

Before the war

The elder Lewis was born in Wilmington on June 26, 1891, to
Simon Adolpheus Lewis Jr. and Catherine Ann Lenora Creech.

By 1910, the 19-year-old “Robbie” Lewis was working for
a sawmill around Lake Waccamaw for the Waccamaw Lumber
Company.

As a young man, he enjoyed some of the luxuries that rural
living in a place like Columbus County had to offer — namely
squirrel hunting, which honed his skills as a marksman.

However, that quiet bucolic peace that only a boyhood spent
in the countryside can offer was rudely interrupted when then-
President Woodrow Wilson, before a joint session of Congress
on April 2, 1917, encouraged the United States to go to war
against Germany “to make the world safe for democracy.”

A little over a month later, Lewis, knowing that he was likely
to go off to war, married his sweetheart, Arrie Agnew Prevatte,
on May 10, 1917.

They had two children together, both sons — one who bore
his father’s name and William Colon Lewis, who was “Uncle
Billy” to Parker and Simmons.

Maybe having two sons and no daughters is ultimately why
his youngest granddaughter eventually became “his spoiled lit-
tle girl,” according to none other than the self-described spoiled
little girl herself.

“Mainly, wherever Papa went, I went,” Simmons said.



Robert F. Lewis Sr.
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WAR DOES THINGS TO PEOPLE

Simmons and Parker flank the photograph of Robert F. Lewis Sr. that hangs in
Clerk of Court Jess Hill’s office. There is a typewritten message included in the
frame that describes the heroic act that Lewis performed during World War 1.

“Over there”

Even if she had been born then, however, Simmons would not have
been able to go with her grandfather to fight in World War L

Lewis enlisted as a private in Company G of the 199th Regiment,
30th Infantry Division of the U.S. Army National Guard. The division
consisted of units from North and South Carolina, Georgia and Ten-
nessee — and, drawing on its Southern roots, the division was dubbed
“Old Hickory,” the nickname of President and fellow Southerner, An-
drew Jackson, who was believed by his antebellum contemporaries to
be as tough as the branches of a hickory tree.

In time, Lewis would live up to his division’s name himself.

After Lewis completed his training, he left for Europe aboard the
Haverford on May 11, 1918, from the port in Philadelphia to fight
“over there,” as a popular wartime anthem sang.

Once in Europe, the tall, slender, blue-eyed man must have felt out
of place and bewildered. This war wasn’t like squirrel hunting in the
Green Swamp back at home.

Probably at no other time did this revelation seem any more real
to him than when a machine gun bullet ripped through his stomach.

After he recovered, Lewis was promoted to the rank of corporal.

Despite what his early injury may imply, Lewis’ division did not
experience much fighting.

Which is what makes Lewis’ later act of extraordinary heroism all
the more remarkable.

By midsummer 1918, Allied and Axis powers bloodied each other
into a pulp as they expended unthinkable quantities of munitions and
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According to the inscription on the back, Robert F. Lewis
Sr. took this photograph of him and his wife, Arrie Agnew

Prevatte Lewis, to watr.

“I wish there were more men like him,”
said Simmons. Although, in her
estimation, “There’ll never be another
one” like him.

sacrificed a heretofore unimaginable number of human lives in the
process, all to exchange a few mere inches of territory. The Germans
wouldn’t budge, as they had entrenched themselves along the seem-
ingly impregnable 90-mile-long defensive position known as the Hin-
denburg Line.

As apart of the Allied powers’ Hundred Days Offensive against the
Hindenburg Line, on Sept. 28, 1918, in the lead-up to the Battle of St.
Quentin Canal, Lewis and his fellow comrades-in-arms were suddenly
pinned down by a barrage of fire from a concealed machine gun nest.

That’s when Lewis did the unthinkable.

“On his own initiative,” notes a government-issued compilation of
medals recipients, Lewis “crawled forward alone over ground swept by
machine-gun fire” toward the German outpost.

“His own men tried to call him back,” recalled his son Billy Lewis,
according to a 1994 article in The News Reporter, “but he kept going.”

“Attacking the nest with bombs and firing at it with his rifle,” the
report continued, Lewis “killed the entire crew, numbering seven, and
thereby cleared the way for the further advance of his section.”

Strategic footholds such as these that Lewis carved out for the Al-
lies were what ultimately laid the groundwork for the future Meuse-
Argonne offensive that, in turn, led to the end of the war.

For his bravery, Lewis was awarded a slew of medals: the American
Distinguished Service Cross, the country’s second-highest military
award; the French Croix de Guerre, that country’s highest military
honor; the British Medal, which typically would not have been given
to anyone other than a British soldier; the United Daughters of the
Confederacy’s Cross of Military Service, which was designed for vet-
erans of World War I who had ancestors who had fought for the Con-
federacy during the American Civil War; the Purple Heart, which is
granted to soldiers who were either wounded or killed while serving;
and the United States Victory Medal, which commemorated the end
of World War L.

Lewis was also personally decorated by Edward VIII, the Prince of
Wales, with the Distinguished Conduct Medal, which was the oldest
and second-highest military award offered by the United Kingdom.

Less than two months after Lewis’ act of bravery, the warring pow-
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WAR DOES THINGS TO PEOPLE
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According to Simmons and Parker, Lewis Sr. was afflicted
with some sort of respiratory disease — either asthma or
emphysema — that they suspect may have been caused
by his service in World War 1. Whenever Lewis would
have trouble breathing, he would sit down in a chair and
his little chihuahua, named BB, would hop into his lap to
calm him down.

Parker admitted that “my dad was a good-looking man;” she then paused, add-
ing with emphasis, “but Papa was a good-looking man, too.”

ers agreed to an armistice on Nov. 11, 1918. The war was over.

Lewis was injured again shortly after his heroic feat, but after he re-
cuperated from his injuries, the newly promoted Sergeant Lewis, along
with his men, set sail from St. Nazaire, France, for the States aboard
the Huron on March 8, 1919. His regiment demobilized at Camp Jack-
son outside of Columbia, South Carolina, on April 17, 1919. Then he
headed home.

However, the war still raged on his mind for many years afterwards.
12 |
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This telegram sent by Lewis Jr. to his mother implores her to travel to New Jersey and pick up her grand-
children — Janice, Bobby and Nancy. Within the year, Lewis Jr.’s wife would die from tuberculosis.
These three children would come to call Columbus County home.

After the war

Post-traumatic stress disorder was not well understood at the time,
but a language was beginning to evolve to describe the catastrophic ef-
fects that the unprecedented Great War had on soldiers’ psyches. They
called it “shell shock.”

“I wonder,” Parker speculated, “if before the war if Papa had the
same personality” as his bubbly, free-hearted sister, Danice.

However, the trauma of war doesn’t seem to have made Lewis an
angry man. “I've never seen him mad,” said Parker. The man that they
knew was calm, reserved and caring. And for that, they loved him until
the day he died.

Parker remembers sitting in a pew of Bolton Baptist Church one
Sunday morning when someone leaned over the seat and whispered in
her ear that her granddaddy was dead.

From what she heard, he was standing in the doorway of his home
when he had a heart attack.

“He went straight down,” she simply said.

Lewis died on Oct. 30, 1966. He is buried in the Hillcrest Cemetery
at Lake Waccamaw.

“I wish there were more men like him,” said Simmons. Although, in
her estimation, “There’ll never be another one” like him.

The tributaries of the mind

“I've been told that Grandpapa made boats,” reflected Simmons.
“And when he got ready to go fishing, he would put me in the front of
the boat — he had it fit for me — and I would sleep, and then wake up,
and then I would fish with him,” she remembered.

These occasions were usually lighthearted, but Parker and Simmons
also think that these outings were prime opportunities for Lewis to re-
flect on his wartime service.

“Papa never talked about the war,” said Parker — “we were so young,
we couldn’t have understood” — but she did wonder “how many times
he sat there in that little fishing boat, thinking.”

Placidly floating along a slow-flowing river, “He could sit there and
think his thoughts,” said Parker; but the seemingly calm water beneath
his boat belied what might be happening underneath — not unlike his
memories of the war, drifting just below the surface of the tributaries
of his mind.
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Joe's Old Fashion BBQ [ -

500 Green Hill Dr.
Whiteville
BBQ
Whiteville
Cruzer’s Drive Thru
Chadbourn 807 Jefferson St.
Fair Bluff Cindy’s Kountry Kitchen 550 & Bu::gers
216 N. Brown St. ot SEdIV? Grill i
Johnny’s Drive-In Burgers 5 adison St.
899 Main St. Williamson’s BBQ UESHe
BBQ & Burgers Restaurant The Etna Diner
1011 N. Brown St. 703 N. Madison St.
BBQ BBQ & Burgers
Jerry’s Sandwich Shop
808 SI.BMadison St.
Tabor Cit rEers
] C Y Joe’s Old Fashioned BBQ
Coleman’s Drive-In Penn’s Girill

When Pigs Fly Food Truck 128 E. Commerce St.
Follow truck on facebook Burgers

. BBQ & Burgers Ray’s Grill

" 64 White's Crossing Plaza
BBQ & Burgers

Ward’s Grill
706 S. Madison St.
Burgers

RUHA]. i .. e R s - What'A'Burger
WE A ' et . 917 S. Madison St.
Burgers



Freeman’s Grill

961 Green Swamp Rd. S.
Bolton
Burgers
Hallsboro Lake Waccamaw  Bolton = =
Gwen’s Cafe & Lake Cove Grill at Freeman’s Grill ‘ .
Catering Waccamaw Speedy Mart
905 Hallsboro Rd., S. 104 Top Tobacco Rd.
BBQ & Burgers Burgers .
= - . .
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BUROER,
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We tried, but if you don’t see your favorite Columbus County burger or BBQ restaurant
listed, please email your entry to stuartrogers@nrcolumbus.com, and we will publish a
full list in The News Reporter.




grandchildren.

In this High family portrait Oscar P. High and his wife Annie High are seated in the center and are surrounded by their children, grandchildren and great-

THE OscAR HIGH SUMMER COTTAGES

story PATRICIA L. WOODARD
rHotos LAKE WACCAMAW DEPOT MUSEUM & OscAR HiGH FaAMILy

scar High cottage No. 4, located at 206 Lake Shore Dr. in Lake

Waccamaw, was rocking and rolling that summer evening back in
the 1950s. My younger sister’s boyfriend and a friend of his had stopped
by our vacation rental in the late afternoon to visit. Neither one was old
enough to drive, but they found a way to get to Lake Waccamaw, and Wil-
liam hoped he could see Rachel for a while. They brought along their fa-
vorite Elvis Presley record, “You Ain’t Nothin’ but a Hound Dog,” because
they knew that my older sister Sara had a portable record player for 45s
and they knew she was the biggest Elvis Presley fan ever. They had been
practicing their dance moves ever since seeing him perform on Ed Sulli-
van’s TV show and could dance almost better than Elvis himself.

When I walked into the house, the windows and doors were open, and
the late afternoon shadows were dancing across the walls. Elvis reigned!
The house was throbbing with the beat of the music, and everybody was
up dancing. The one who really stands out in my memory is William, with
his skinny legs and loose joints. Picture, if you can, the movie “Jailhouse
Rock” and Elvis’ famous solo in his cool black prison outfit, and that was
William that afternoon. He later became a top-notch shagger but before
that, in cottage No. 4, he was the master of gyrations unique to young boys
in the late 50s. Even among other accomplished dancers, William stood
out.

It was a far cry from Mr. Oscar High's original plans for the cottages, but
he probably would have loved to see them enjoyed so much. I remember
two or three summers that my family vacationed there and always think
of family and friends, the moss hanging from the trees, swimming in Lake
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Waccamaw the first time, and being more than a little hesitant to step on
the marshy bottom, which was scary.

There were probably many families with similar memories because,
originally, the first 11 cottages were built as rental properties in the sum-
mers for families who were not fortunate enough to own property there.
Always the astute businessman, Mr. High also planned to make them avail-
able to those who enjoyed hunting and fishing during the fall and spring.
Simple, basic craftsman-style construction was used for all of the houses,
and they were all built by 1921.

Mr. High, a Columbus County merchant and farmer, had bought 11
lots facing the exquisite view of the water from Lake Waccamaw resident
Dallas Cameron Sr. in 1920. At the same time, Mr. High ordered kits for
11 houses from Sears and by the end of 1921 the houses were completed.
They were numbered 2, 4, 6, etc. The basic floor plan included two bed-
rooms, a small kitchen which opened to aliving area, and a primitive bath-
room. An integrated porch with a roof was a part of each house. People say
that, in an effort to make the houses more attractive, Mr. High planted a
gardenia bush in the yard of each house, but that has not been verified. If
he did, there are only a few bushes remaining. In the manner of the crafts-
man style, there were exposed joists or rafters projecting out beyond the
walls to support the eaves or porch roof. Gables also projected out over the
porch. There were wide, simple wood moldings, and built-in cabinets and
benches. Mr. High included German siding and added wooden flooring
even though there was no sub-flooring,



The styles varied slightly with Nos. 2,4 and 6
being one style; 8, 10 and 12 another style; 14,
16 and 18 yet another. The last two, Nos. 20 and
22, were two-story structures. It’s been said that,
in an effort to conserve, Mr. High mixed togeth-
er left over paints to use for the exterior of the
houses, and that’s what accounted for the colors
which no one could define.

The houses were all furnished with Jenny
Lind beds, a dresser, locally made tables and stur-
dy oak chairs. A local seamstress, Mrs. Pauline
Toon, made muslin curtains for all the windows
in each house. Little is known about the bath-
rooms, but reportedly, in the beginning, there
was no hot water and people bathed in the lake.

People who rented these cottages came from
all over the state and some from out of state. Mr.
High kept meticulous records, and what remains

i e e i ] : 2o N of them shows that many renters came more than
DECAR HIGH COTTAGES ON BANKS OF LAKE WACCAMAW, N. C. s o
once. Letters with requests for reservations usu-

This a postcard showing some of the Oscar High cottages for rent. High became involved with major lake ally included a check. Even the fact that Fhe rf)OfS
land holdings after coming to an auction given by George Sutton in 1921. He bought most of the lots offered on some of the cottages leaked when it rained
and built cottages on the properties. didn’t deter people from returning to the lake to

enjoy the water and locale. Guests often left their
comments written in pencil on the walls, even
recommending that people might need to wear
their bathing suits on a rainy night if they didn’t
want to get their pajamas wet.

Perhaps the most notorious guests to stay

in one of the cottages showed up in May 1937,
without reservations, before the cottages had
been prepared for the summer season. Dressed
in neat brown suits and spotless shirt collars and
wearing rakish hats, the two men looked respect-
. able. At the time, Mr. High's daughter, Margaret,
s was at the family home, where a sign out front

: xt i advertised the rental houses. The two men came
T L T : to the door and asked politely, “May we see one
mf of the cottages? We are looking for a place to stay

Hﬂ.ﬂli‘l -N-C. for a couple of days.”
i 4 =l

i R GV

E;} B A ;?“f“f- b P LS b g e by Margaret responded that the cottages were
- - == not ready yet, and they replied that they would

The first High cottage and current High family home was built and occupied by a Mr. Sykes of Red Springs, like to see one anyway. Margaret agreed and no-

purchased by Oscar High and sold to son Robert O. High for a dollar. The family would load up every ticed that there were two women in the car. She

Memorial Day and “move” to the lake until Labor Day.

£ 5

walked with all of them to a nearby rental and,
after seeing it, they said it would be fine. “Can we
borrow linens?” they asked. Not only did Mar-
garet supply linens for them but she also agreed
to take them to a nearby grocery store to pick up
supplies. The story would have ended there but
for a slick robbery which the perpetrators had
carried out the previous day. The Waccamaw
Bank in Clarkton had been robbed of $2,000
and the FBI was called in for help. They gathered
information about the purported criminals and
traced their travels to Lake Waccamaw and the
office of the Oscar High Cottages. By that time,
the guests were long gone with no sign of their
next destination. The robbers, by the way, paid
for their cottage with cash.

A school field trip to the lake by school bus to one of two two-story High cottages. “You were lucky they didn’t shoot you!” the
Spring & Summer 2022 | 954 | 17



OSCAR HIGH SUMMER COTTAGES
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Oscar Htgh summer cot‘tages Nos 2, 4 and 6, located on Lake Shore Drive, have recently been purchased and updated. (L to R) Cottage No. 2 is owned by Tammy
Dodson and Sean Skutnick, cottage No. 4 is owned by William and Susan Wood and cottage No. 6 is owned by Chuck and Amanda Meyer.

agents said. The men were Bill Payne
and Wash Turner, well known rob-
bers. Payne had robbed his first bank
in 1921 and had spent time in the state
penitentiary, where he met Turner.
Together they had continued robbing
banks for many years. Both men died
in the gas chamber at Central Prison
in July 1938.

Fortunately no one was hurt in
Lake Waccamaw and life on the lake
continued.

After the initial purchase, Mr. High

bought other houses and lots at the
lake, but the first 11 are considered

An early image of Oscar High cottage No. 4 that was purchased by

the Wood family in 2019.

the “Oscar High Summer Rentals”
Through the years some of the houses
were moved or sold, and what remains
of the original 11 structures are now
nearly unrecognizable. In the early
1960s, Mr. Joe Schulken, a grandson
of Mr. High, purchased some of the
houses and began a major renovation.
He installed heating and air condi-
tioning, added insulation, put in new
linoleum floors and, according to Mr.
Schulken’s wife, Miriam, all the houses
were painted in new paint from Sher-
win Williams. New roofs were prob-
ably added. The remains of an old
pier were removed and a new pier was

Hours | 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily
910-642-5757
2950 Bill Hooks Road | Whiteville
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Certified Public Accountants Serving Southeastern North Carolina Since 1941

i MCNEILL'S
s PHARMACY

One of the oldest pharmacies in North Carolina
serving Columbus County since 1875

620 JEFFERSON ST., WHITEVILLE, NC
Drive thru for your convenience

(910)642-3065

mcneillspharmacy.com
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OSCAR HIGH SUMMER COTTAGES

added in front of cottages Nos. 2, >
4 and 6. All of this was done to i e
make them usable year-round and ; 'L

also to increase their resale value.

Ownership changed frequent-
ly in the following years. While
some people changed styles to
blend in with what was trendy at
the time, a few others sought out
the authentic details that made
the houses “Craftsman”. A few
added screens to their porches or

=

updated kitchens and bathrooms. Tammy Dodson an Sean Skutnick designed a modern kitchen, an open family room, two bedrooms and a spacious bath
when they updated cottage No. 2.

n CIaA"S 10 f LN O BAAS &4 uaad WaCliadl, CHLVIPRN cSpale B

An early image of Oscar High cottage No. 2. Local craftsman Paul Benton did much of the wood- ~ Skutnick carefully reclaimed lumber during
work on the renovation of cottages Nos. 2 and 4. the renovation and used it throughout their
project.

Dodson and Skutnick enjoy the lake view from their front porch. Their cottage is
designated as a Columbus County historic landmark.

Three Generations serving Columbus County since 1948

Traditional Services | Graveside Services
Memorial Services | Cremation
Out-of-Town Arrangements

405 Strawberry Blvd. | Chadbourn, NC
e (910) 654-3518

. s = (e

A custom wooden screen provides

Dodson adopted her cat already www.worthingtonfuneralhome.com
shade and privacy on the front porch. named “Oscar” during the renovation.
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OSCAR HIGH SUMMER COTTAGES

Susan and Bill Wood,
Whiteville residents who
bought their house in De-
cember 2019, even went so
far as to add a small stained-
glass window, which was
very typical of the style but
not often employed in many
areas. Tammy Dodson, the
current owner of No. 2, ap-
plied for an historic land-
mark plaque from the Reu-
ben Brown Preservation
Society and is now the first
owner of a cottage with that
distinction. Other owners
are pursuing that recogni-
tion, and the Oscar High
Cottages appear destined
for along life.

Reuben Brown House Preservation Society Historic Plaque Program for Columbus County

Columbus County has a rich collection of historic
homes and buildings. The Reuben Brown House Preser-
vation Society (RBHPS) celebrates the county’s unique
heritage through the Historic Landmark Plaque Pro-
gram. RBHPS invites property owners in Columbus
County to share the history of their historic site (home,
business, church, cemetery, tobacco barn, etc.) by pur-
chasing a custom-made historical plaque for display at
the site.

The purpose of the plaque program is to raise public
awareness of Columbus County’s history and its unique
silvicultural and agricultural heritage, and to encourage
its preservation.

Historic sites need not be officially designated land-
marks or be within a historic landmark district to par-
ticipate in the RBHPS Plaque Program. The program is
entirely voluntary, and participation in no way impacts
or restricts property rights or potential modifications to
asite.

The program is focused primarily on building exteri-
ors, so properties are not inspected to verify eligibility.
At some point in the future, the program hopes to offer
public tours of Columbus County’s historic areas and
properties.

To be eligible for a Columbus County Historic
Plaque, a site must meet the following criteria: - be at
least 75 years old - be located in the County of Colum-
bus - retain its original character - be in a good state of
preservation - contribute to the historical or architectur-
al nature of the county At the discretion of the RBHPS
Plaque Review Committee, limited exceptions may be
made for sites of extraordinary architectural or histori-
cal significance.

Visit reubenbrownhouse.org for more information
about Reuben Brown House Preservation Society His-
toric Plaque Program and view a video featuring historic
homes and sites in Columbus County that are a part of
the historic plaque program.

(e ]

J

The RBHPS historical plaque for the
Dodson/Skutnick home designating their
cottage as an historic landmark.

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday
6:00 AM -6:00 PM

Call ue for your trangportation needs

Call 910-642-7201 for more detaile

Our vebhicles are cleaned often
throughout the day
for the protection of our
passengers and staff.
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Sally Mann, director of the Columbus County Arts Council, oversees the operations of the Arts Center and is a major contact for artists and community organizations.

CorumBuUs County ARTS COUNCIL

story BILL THOMPSON
pHoTOs GRANT MERRITT

he arts in Columbus county are thriving. There are many

talented painters, musical performers, sculptors and writ-
ers creating beautiful work. A primary force in encouraging, devel-
oping and promoting these artists is the Columbus County Arts
Council.

A recent exhibit brought together a community of artists from
Lake Waccamaw. Some of the artists are native to the Lake Wac-
camaw area while others have moved here. All of them have found
inspiration for their paintings “here at home” and have found a
venue to present their work at the arts center.

The council will take alook back the first weekend in September,
when it will present its Lifetime Achievement Award posthumous-
ly to Fredrica “Freddie” Stell. Stell was the longtime director of the
Columbus County Theater Association. The event will feature per-
formances and reminiscences by former cast members.

A recent exhibit of a Native American model village titled STEM
Wigwam Project, created by members of the Waccamaw Siouan
Tribe, was another example of the council providing a venue to
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display the work of local artisans.

The Columbus County Arts Council was founded in 1976 as a
link between artists, arts and cultural organizations and the com-
munity. The Arts Council administers programs in partnership
with a variety of local agencies to stimulate creativity and provide
a forum for recognition and sale of artwork.

Those individuals involved in the founding of the arts council
saw tremendous potential in the county. Whiteville High School
Principal Carlton Prince, Julia Bowers, Martha Burns and several
other interested individuals began meeting to find ways to form a
council. Using funding from a grant written by Prince, members
of the group traveled to Minnesota to study the arts in that area
and the structure and involvement of the local arts council. They
formed the Columbus County Arts Council based on information
gathered from that trip as well as funding and consultation from
The North Carolina Arts Council. The first board of directors in-
cluded President Don Viets, Vice President Carolyn High, Secre-
tary Eugenia Blake and Treasurer Allen Price.



COLUMBUS COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

From that original group has
sprung an enthusiastic board
drawn from a broad membership
that includes every area and popu-
lation in the county. Membership
in the organization totals over 330.

The Arts Center is located in
the former UCB support services
building at the corner of S. Madi-
son and Pecan streets in downtown
Whiteville. The building serves not
only as the office for the council
but also as an exhibit and perfor-
mance venue for local artists.

The state legislature passed a bill
in 1979 to support arts councils in
all 100 counties of the state, and
Columbus County began receiving
funding from the North Carolina
Arts Council. The local council
also receives support from mem-
bership dues, corporate donations
and local fund-raising efforts. It
disburses funds to organizations
that promote the arts as part of
their missions such as the Colum-
bus County DREAM Center, N.C.
Strawberry Festival, N.C. Pecan
Harvest Festival, Columbus Coun-
ty Theater Association, Dr. Sharyn
Edwards Piano Competition and
many others.

Edwards said, “I appreciate the
Columbus County Arts Council
grant for the Dr. Sharyn Edwards
Piano Festival and Competition,
which enables piano students and
teachers to receive valuable com-
ments and to participate in master
classes led by artists and clinicians.

“It also affords students and
Columbus County audiences an
opportunity to hear concerts of
marvelous pianists, which enrich
their lives in the area of fine and
performing arts.”

Sally Mann is the current direc-
tor of the arts council. She was pre-
ceded by Marvella Dorman, Melis-
sa Formyduval, Dan Mason, David
Stardella and Leigh Fowler. Sally
regularly talks with artists about
their work and offers encourage-
ment. She helps them place their
work in other public venues. There
are frequent workshops for all lev-
els of literary, visual and perform-
ing artists. The Arts Council is also
the host for several book signings
each year for local writers.

students at the Columbus County Arts Council.

In 2018 U.S. Poet laureate Tracy K. Smith visited Columbus County and led a masterclass for advanced high school

The Columbus County Arts Council
was founded in 1976 as a link between
artists, arts and cultural organizations

and the community.

The January 2022 Waccanaw Siouan STEM Studio initiative was the “Build ~ The 2019 Brady-Kendall Juried Art

e Y

a Wigwam” competition, supported by the Corning Foundation and shown Show Best in Show award winner

in an exhibit at Columbus County Arts Council.

was Elizabeth Spaulding for “Peace
Amongst Chaos.”
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COLUMBUS COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Columbus County tie in silk
by Pam Winsky

Black Cap by Sharon Winters

BINS
PRODUCE

FARMS

FARM TO TABLE

all year long

Seasonal Fruit
Seasonal Produce

"607 North J.K. Powell Blvd.
Whiteville » 910-640-1288

www.robinsonproducefarms.com

© o ¥
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Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linens, Staging,
Dance Floors, ]nﬂatalo le Amusements,

Outdoor Movies, Pipe & Drape

Lake Waccamaw shoreline by Pam Winsky

Mark Bannerman has been teaching visual arts at Whiteville
High School for many years and has been involved in many ways
with the Arts Council. He said, “Throughout my 30 years of teach-
ing visual arts at WHS, I was always so grateful for the support of
CCAC. Its many workshops, visiting artists programs and exhibit
opportunities contributed not only to my students as developing
artists, but also to my own development as an art teacher and pro-
fessional artist.

“CCAC’s participation in so many community activities posi-
tively affects our community as a whole, helping to make our coun-
ty a desirable home for families and businesses in ways that many
people might not realize. We are fortunate that, even in uncertain P I_ A T U M
financial times, the Arts Council continues to offer such culturally
enriching services.” AMTERT INMENT

Kelly Jones, arts education coordinator for Columbus County
schools, has similar comments. “Sally Mann and the CCAC have
served as an anchor for our arts education programs, providing re-
sources and support that make everything we do more impactful,”
he said. “Sally serves as a sounding board for me personally, and I

often rely on her counsel when making decisions.” (910) 914-0400

Current officers are Chair Elizabeth Spaulding, Vice-Chair Mar- Servi ng Columbus Cou nty & Surrou nding Areas
ian Duncan, Secretary Betty Gore and Treasurer Larry Beltz. Other

board members are Rachel Todd, Hattie Campbell, Amy Strick-

Spring & Summer 2022 | 954 | 2§



/ nfi"(')(/z./('i'ng our nesy ]')7’(')"7'(/?7‘.5‘:

John Greene, Amanda Carey,
MD PA

“Doctor’s offices for your family
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Now open at our new location!
326 Columbus Corners Drive 7490 Andrew Jackson Hwy SW

Whiteville Cerro Gordo
Phone: 910.642.2050 Phone: 910.654.2050
Fax: 910.642.0770 Fax: 910.654.1258

www.gandghealthcarepc.com

COLUMBUS COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL
land, Bill Thompson and Nancy Sigmon. Almost all of the board
members are artists themselves, but they have taken on the chal-
lenge of making all areas of art a part of their community.

For so many artists, the creation of their art is often a singular
effort, if not a lonely exercise. To find a market and exhibit for
their work involves a partnership with other folks, folks like those
at the Columbus County Arts Council. But the council is not
only a source of encouragement and support for artists: it brings
the art to the community. No matter how internal the creative as-
pect of art, the effect that it has on the people who see and hear
the work is also important. Columbus County is fortunate to have
an organization that encourages and facilitates both.

.
Mann's job duties include grant writing for local projects from the North Carolina
Arts Council and other organizations.

Serving the agricultural industry with the finest products at competitive prices

- HARVEY’S SOUTHEAST
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Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., PA.

P.O. Box 398, 1626 S. Madison Street, Suite 100, Whiteville, NC
p 910.642.2109 - fax 910.642.5958
301 West King Street, Elizabethtown, NC
4024 Oleander Drive, Wilmington, NC
1543 S Lee Hwy, Cleveland, TN 37311

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., PA. provides a full range of accounting, audit, tax and consulting
services designed to grow your business. If your company is looking to improve business operations, con-
tact one of our GPA professionals to find out what we can do for you.

Alan W. Thompson, CPA Gregory Adams, CPA  R. Bryon Scott, GPA

SM

www.tpsacpas.com The CPA. Never
Underestimate The Value.s"

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

North Carolina Association of Certified Public Accountants
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Let’s Plan
For Your Future

Alan Thompson There are so many financial products in the market and choosing the ones that best meet

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT PRI ) : .
Financial Adisor an individual's need can be complicated. Let us help you. We offer:

Financial Planning
Educational Planning
Retirement Planning
Estate Planning
Investment Planning

Dominion Wealth Management, LLC DOM][NI[ON

1626 South Madison St WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Webster K. Burrier, IV Whiteville NC 28472

CALL (910)444-2266 - www.dominionwealthllc.com
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WTAB station owner Eric Sell
the program for 40 years.

ers hosts Swap Shop live Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Severa
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1 Swap Shop advertisers have supported

SWAPPING FOR DECADES

WTAB CLOSES IN ON 70 YEARS IN TABOR CITY

story THOMAS SHERRILL
pHOTOS STUART ROGERS

very weekday morning starting at 8 a.m., Eric Sellers steps
behind the microphone and begins one of the more unique
radio programs in America.

The 115 minutes of live radio — with commercials sprinkled in
— is a rarity in modern radio. However, it remains one of Sellers’
highlights since becoming station owner in late 2012.

“You got people calling in and they can buy, sell, trade personal
items; no guns, none of that stuff,” Sellers said. “We just take their
information and put two people together; we don’t have anything
to do with the product itself.”

Swap Shop is one of the cornerstones of 1370 AM WTAB, a Ta-
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bor City-based radio station which has been on the air since 1954.
Sellers himself has hosted the Swap Shop since 2013, which was
just months after he bought the station from his stepfather Jack
Miller.

Miller, who started at WTAB in 1975 and was the owner from
1995 to late 2012, died on Feb. 26, 2021, at the age of 84.

“It was like a celebrity passing away; he was known for his voice
for 40 years,” Sellers said of Miller. “He had a following over the
years; he was like an icon to a number of people.”

Sellers made note that Miller, whose nickname was “The Colo-
nel,” was an actual Kentucky Colonel, “just like Colonel Sanders.”



1370 AM WTAB TABOR CITY

Sy i 2 C iz , | Photo of Jack Miller taken in 2015 by Teddy Bullard Sr. at the Brunswick
WTAB was founded in 1954 by Troy McPherson, Izzie Kramer, Willie Electric Membership Corporation annual meeting and auction
Ward and John Soles, with ].G. (Jay) Worrell as an additional stock-

holder. McPherson (right) is interviewed by WENC General Manager
Ward Coleman in the early 1950s.
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Vintage radio memorabilia fills the

WTAB on behalf of Eric Sellers received the Governor’s Award
WTAB lobby.

for volunteer service in 2016.

Jack Miller served as chairman of the Yam Festival and served many - e L f .
years on the Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation Board of

Celebrities visiting Tabor City to support the Yam Festival often stop by WTAB
Directors and was a dedicated member of the Tabor City Jaycees.

for an interview.
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1370 AM WTAB TABOR CITY

The late Jackie Wayne “Jack” Miller with wife Bonnie Miller. Jack
Miller was born in Harlan County, Kentucky, and was known as
the voice of Tabor City for many years.

Long-time WTAB owner Jack Miller’s office is unchanged since his death on Feb. 26, 2021.
Miller served as president of the Greater Tabor City Chamber of Commerce in 1989, 1994,
1998 and 2006. Cynthia Nelson, Tabor City Chamber executive vice-president, says that

Miller had a heart for the chamber and generously supported it with his time as a volunteer
and as an advocate for its many projects and initiatives in the community.

Aloyal audience

The station itself is also an icon of the area, a fixture that keeps
on despite the changes in the media landscape.

With its 425-foot, 5,000-kW tower, WTAB is able to reach 60
miles in any direction.

“We have listeners as far as Wilmington, Florence, Myrtle
Beach, Georgetown, Lumberton....we got a real strong AM sig-
nal,” Sellers said. “It’s just a loyal following, and not just Colum-
bus County, but Horry, Brunswick and Bladen County,” Sellers
said.

WTAB broadcasts a wide variety of content, from news to
sports, country music, gospel and talk.

“We play a little bit of everything,” Sellers explained.

The gospel programs are a staple every week. Starting at 1 p.m.
every Sunday, 11 preachers go live for half an hour each. The
preachers often sit around waiting for their turns, Sellers noted.

Sellers said, along with his loyal older audience who have lis-
tened for generations, the gospel programs are popular with the
inmates at Tabor Correctional Institute, which is a few miles
down the road.

“They can’t have internet, they can’t have computers, but they
can have a radio,” Sellers said.

Changing of the guard

Sellers said he was “in between” jobs as the former owner of
Radio Shack in Tabor City when the opportunity came up to buy
WTAB.

“[Miller] wanted to sell the station, but he wanted to keep it
local in Columbus County,” Sellers explained.

Shortly after the sale, longtime radio mainstay Bobby Pate died
in a January 2013 house fire. Then a few months later, Miller, who
volunteered his time to continue doing the Swap Shop, called it a
career.
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Sellers adjusts the microphone in the soundprog[ broadcast room used by
1

ministers to produce gospel programs. WTAB (1370 AM) hosts Randall Hight's
Beach Party and17 gospel programs. Each Sunday 11 preachers are on the air
for half an hour each starting at 1 pm. Rodney Inman hosts a Sunday morning
gospel program each Sunday from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. that includes gospel music,
talk and a children’s message.



Need help lowering your
enhergy usage?

BEMC members can apply for a 5% loan up to $8,000 for
residential projects and up to $10,000 for commercial
projects. Often the amount of the loan payment is offset by
energy savings.

Call (800) 842-5871
or visit bemc.org/weatherization-loans

for more information and to apply. B othe s Comromarin, <
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1370 AM WTAB TABOR CITY

That left Sellers, an avid golfer and professed family man, with
the almighty task of taking over the Swap Shop.

“I trained for four days on it,” Sellers. “You learn real quick on
the job...never done radio before in my life.”

A senior-citizens radio station

Walking into the WTAB office is akin to walking into a time ma-
chine. Pictures adorn the walls showing the history of WTAB, the
celebrities who have visited there and the awards the station has
collected over the years.

WTAB was founded in 1954 by Troy McPherson, Izzie Kramer,
Willie Ward and John Soles, with J.G. (Jay) Worrell as an addi-
tional stockholder.

In 1995, Miller bought WTAB from Donald W. Curtis of Curtis
Media Group while continuing to broadcast the Swap Shop.

Sellers said more than 100 people have worked for WTAB over
the years. Pleasant “Ray” Hegwood was the Swap Shop’s first host,
followed by Miller. Other notable names who lent their voices to
WTAB over the years include Country Jim and Lloyd Gore.

“It’s been a mainstay...there was no social media [all those]
years ago; people turned their radio on back in those days. They
didn’t watch TV hardly; they didn’t have T'Vs back in the 50s and
60s like they do now. Local radio was it,” Sellers said.

Sellers said McPherson was like the godfather of the area, noting
that his mother would listen to Troy religiously in the 1950s.

“It’s been a staple in this community since 1954, and with to-
day’s world and social media like it is, we’ve been able to maintain
it,” Sellers said.

Nowadays, with digital media changing the landscape, the busi-
ness model has changed as have FCC regulations, but the audience
remains mostly the same.

“We cater to, I'd say a middle to upper age audience,” Sellers said.
“One guy came in and said we’re a senior citizens’ radio station.”

Howard Stern

While the tales Miller told before his death and others could fill
these pages, one stands out to Sellers. And it was the biggest brush
with fame WTAB ever got.

In 2009, infamous New York City-based shock jock Howard
Stern came into contact with Jack Miller and WTAB.

Somehow coming across the online radio feed of the Swap Shop,
Stern staffers Sal Governale and Richard Christy made a series of
prank calls from The Howard Stern Show to Tabor City.

As recounted by Deuce Niven of the Tubor-Loris Tribune, the
prank calls tested Miller’s patience, but he never broke.

“Jack at the time was in his late 60s,” Sellers said, explaining how
Miller couldn’t pick up on the nefarious nature of the call quickly.
Sellers also noted that since Stern was on Sirius XM radio, Stern
wasn’'t bound by FCC censorship rules the same as Miller was, be-
ing on AM radio, not that Miller needed the censors himself.

The clips went viral with over 10 million hits on the radio show.

Asrecounted in Niven’s column when Miller died in 2021, Stern
offered a tribute to the Tabor City icon.

“We want to honor Jack and just say thank you for putting up
with Richard and Sal and we always celebrate the life of a fellow
broadcaster,” Stern said, as recounted by Niven. “Jack was right,
they are idiots.”
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Street in Tabor City.

Eric Sellers at the station studio located on Avon

Dental Implant Innovations
That Will Make You Smile.

Whether creating new dental implants

or restoring older ones, COFSC is on
the leading edge of this procedure.

Our intraoral scanner and 3D printer
replace traditional impressions, creating

a much more accurate and completely CAROLINAS
customized result. Dental implants are ORAL&FACIAL
' SURGERY CENTER

a good replacement for natural teeth
and more comfortable than dentures.
Many insurance plans are accepted, so visit
carolina-surgery.com, or call 910.762.2618 to learn more.

Mark E. Bufalini, DMD, MD
Michael S. Booth, DDS

Wilmington, Scotts Hill, Jacksonville
& Whiteville
www.carolina-surgery.com

Steven Lemmon, DMD
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PRIMARY CARE

843-777-71000

Having a high-quality primary care provider is

the key to better health. At McLeod Health, Specializing in:
we have more than 100 primary care providers * Well visits, physicals, immunizations
conveniently located throughout the communities e Chronic conditions - diabetes, asthma,

we serve. These highly-skilled providers stand
ready to care for you and your family by focusing
on your unique medical needs. For convenience,
many of our providers offer same or next day
appointments and televisits.

high cholesterol, heart disease
* Minor injuries and illnesses
* Eye, ear, nose and throat care
* Bone and joint care

To find a McLeod Primary Care provider, call 843-777-7000
or visit McLeodHealth.org.

McLeod Health

LORIS ¢ LITTLE RIVER « NORTH MYRTLE BEACH ¢« CAROLINA FOREST
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SHINING THE
LIGHT ON
ST. JAMES
CHURCH

story BILL THOMPSON
rHotos DONNA SCOTT, JUSTIN SMITH & SUBMITIED

he art of stained glass had its origin in medi-

eval Europe, traveled to America in the 16th
century and became extremely popular in church
architecture in the 19th century. In the mid-1950s
an excellent example of stained glass artwork was in-
stalled in the windows of St. James AME Church in
Whiteville.

Members of the congregation thought the beauti-
ful windows would be a proper memorial for mem-
bers who had passed on. So the congregation provid-
ed funds for the designation of the windows. Over
the years, 10 beautiful windows were installed with
24 inscriptions. Their beauty was a reminder of the
devotion of previous members and enhanced the
surroundings of the worship events that took place
in the church.

Then the town of Whiteville grew and the traffic
increased until it became necessary for the church
on W. Walter Street to give way to the expansion of
Powell Boulevard (N.C. 701 Bypass). As the con-
gregation made arrangements last year to move to a
new location, settling on W. Williamson Street, one
of the major considerations was what to do with the
historic windows.

Employees of Strickland Stained Glass Associates prepare the frames to hold the
windows removed from the church.

The North Carolina Department of Transporta-
tion allotted some funds for the replacement of the
church, but it was not enough to cover the cost of re-
locating the fragile old windows to the new building.
So, once again, the congregation took on the chal-
lenge of moving a part of their history, maintaining
a heritage of devotion and the memory of those who
had gone before.

Relocating a church is not an easy task. The con-
gregation had to consider site location, availability of
the needed type of building, the possibility of build-
ing a new building and more issues. But there was
never a question about moving the windows.

For nearly 70 years, God had pushed the sunlight
through the beautiful windows, casting his blessings
on the congregation, reminding them of his ability to
shine a light on their lives even in the midst of eco-

The sturdy frames were individually made for each window prior to their removal to
storage pending installation in the new church building.
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SHINING THE LIGHT
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SHINING THE LIGHT

Walter Street for almost 70 years.

nomic depression, civil unrest and a decreasing
number of faithful worshipers.

Dr. Dauna Bartram is the minister for the
church. She said, “The stained glass windows
represent our Ebenezer (stone of help). We are
standing on the backs of the saints and how
they labored in the old church. It also commem-
orates how they persevered through storms,
floods, tears, sweat, pain, racism, social injus-
tice, prejudices, inequality, and unbelief. We
will always remember, not just for a few days or
years or decades, but for generations how God
came to the rescue when His people prayed and
humbled themselves before Him.”

The Lord didn’t rest and neither did the
church members. They started a campaign to
raise the necessary funds to move the windows
to the new site on Williamson Street. Many
people from the community joined the mem-
bers in providing the funds, but at this time
there is still a need.

When the demolition crew arrived at the old
sanctuary, there was still one relic that church
members wanted to save - the cornerstone placed
there when the building was constructed in July 1944.

Ella Scarborough has been the treasurer of
the church since she was a teenager. She is a
member of the committee set up to seek the
funds for the transfer of the windows. “This
church, including windows, has been a major
part of the lives of so many people,” she said. “It
is important to us to be able to continue to me-
morialize those who have passed and to provide
a beautiful environment for worship.”

In addition to the beauty of the windows,
Donna Scott, chair of the Historic Landmarks
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410 Clothing,
Furniture,
& Gift Shop

Open Monaay - Saturaay
8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Highway 410 South
Chadbourn, NC
910-654-4157
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The congregation of St. James A.M.E. Church gathered faithfully at the old church on e Fussvizdingps

DEALER

www.410furniture.com

Gail Kennedy
Owner/Operator

Special Prices on
Nurse Uniforms, Landau,
_.f Cherokee, Peaches, and
Nurse Shoes

o 1 bW
Dr. Dauna Bartram is the minis-
ter at St. James A.M.E. Church
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From a recent article in The News Reporter, this photo shows Darryl McNeill of Morgan
Trucking carrying the cornerstone away from St. James A.M.E. Church in Whiteville before a
crew demolished the sanctuary. After buying the church property, DOT allowed the congrega-
tion to remove the stained glass windows and cornerstone. The church plans to display them at
its new sanctuary on Williamson Street.
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Safely stored in their custom- made frames, the beautiful stained glass windows await installation at the new church on Williamson Street.

Program of the Reuben
Brown House Preservation
Society, sees a special histori-
cal significance. She noted
that, “The Black community H B
not only raised funds for the
original windows but helped 3 DO
construct the building itself. 200

This took a lot of sacrifice and
commitment, and I believe e 0 ast edition of 954 od
the preservation of these win- z e %
dows will stand as documen-
tation of the congregation’s
effort as well as the beauty
of the windows themselves.
Just down the street, St. Mark
AME Zion also stands as a
memorial to the efforts of the
community to provide a place
of worship.”

Scott is also a member of
the board of Preservation 3
North Carolina, which has ed total proie % $8.000
initiated a new program called : : eNero donatio ade to s
“We Built This” to bring rec- : ; s Thewie
ognition to contributions of ;
the Black community to the
architecture and crafts of the
state. She noted that a travel-
ing exhibition of this project,
now in Charlotte, will be in O Ould € 10 make a Co D
Wilmington beginning June on to nelp d the restoration of the
20. While neither St. Mark : do : e ne : : please
nor St. James is part of the ex- 4 i = e a che 0 ames A
hibition, the two churches are : bie e ained 3 do
excellent examples of what i Remova oie and
the exhibit is promoting. g A O.R

i
aQ

For those who would like . Q4
to make a contribution to the
St. James windows project
fund, see donation informa-
tion in the box to the right.

38 | 954 | Spring & Summer 2022



Locations In

Columbus County
PIT STOP

Never More Than A Lap Away

Sam's Pit Stop - Chadbourn ~ Sam'’s Pit Stop - Lake Waccamaw Sam'’s Pit Stop - Whiteville
101 Strawberry Boulevard 106 Old Hwy 74 / 76 West 1707 S. Madison Street
Phone:910-654-6494 Phone:910-646-1200 Phone:910-642-0385

Sam's Pit Stop - Hallshoro Sam's Pit Stop - Bolton Sam's Pit Stop - Whiteville
4236 Sam Potts Hwy 1128 Green Swamp Rd 531 Jefferson Street
Phone:910-646-4908 Phone:910-655-8611 Phone:910-641-9117

WHITEVILLE
BODY SHOP

Auto Collision Repair * Complete Frame Shop
Custom Painting
129 West Walter Street * Downtown Whiteville ¢ (910) 642-3820

Lynn Simmons ¢ Matthew Brown
Visit us on Facebook ©

www.whitevillebodyshop.com
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MADISON & MAIN

Your stop for men’s and ladies’ gifts and apparel
703 S. Madison St. | Whiteville Corner of Madison & Main
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Craig N. Lippe, MD Joseph B. Norris, MD  David Fox, MMSc, PA-C

Schedule Your Appointment: 910-641-MOVE

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm



Services and Treatments

 Robotically-Assisted Total Knee
Replacement

+ Hip Replacement
« Shoulder Replacement

- Dislocations, Ligament +
Tendon Tears, Hyperextension

« Minimally Invasive,
Arthroscopic Surgery

« Sprains, Strains + Fractures

« Meniscus Damage + Contusions
« Tendinitis + Bursitis

« Arthritis + Joint Pain

« Musculoskeletal Issues in
Shoulders, Elbows, Hips + Knees

Advanced Orthopedics has built a practice around alleviating joint
pain for patients. We have surgeons and practitioners who specialize in
joint pain treatments, knee replacement, hip replacement, and shoulder
replacement surgeries. If you are experiencing joint pain, schedule a

consultation today in Whiteville!

Advanced @

Orthopedics

Center for Robotic Surgery



Mott signs books after his talk at SCC.



BLACK, BROKEN, BEAUTIFUL
Thoughts from Boltons Jason Mott

story DIANA MATTHEWS
rrotos GRANT MERRITT

n 2013, author and Bolton native Jason Mott spent six weeks

flying from city to city pitching his first published novel, “The
Returned” He worked himself to the point of physical collapse
rushing to whatever appearances his agent and publisher scheduled
for him.

“Anything anybody told me to do, if it was going to help sell
books, I would do it,” he said. “If they said, ‘Get in this cage and
fight this monkey, I would do it.”

Even after what he called the “wild and wacky” ordeal of his first
book tour, Mott was determined to keep writing full-time. He pub-
lished his fourth novel, “Hell of a Book,” last year. In November, he
won the 2021 National Book Award for Fiction for the novel.

Judges described “Hell of a Book” this way: “In a structurally
and conceptually daring examination of art, fame, family and being
Black in America, Mott somehow manages the impossible trick of
being playful, insightful, and deeply moving, all at the same time.”

Mott says he’s lost track of how many cities he’s visited since re-
ceiving the award in November. His website lists upcoming appear-
ances in Greensboro, Raleigh, Philadelphia and Paris, France.

“I'was on the road for 21 days during the month of March alone,”
Mott told 954 Magazine. “And it’s all about to reset in the coming
months when the paperback version of ‘Hell Of A Book’ launches
at the end of June”

Origin of a book

Mott’s pathway to bestseller status and one of the country’s most
prestigious writing awards started in Bolton.

He graduated from East Columbus High School before earning a
bachelor of fine arts degree in creative writing and a master of fine
arts degree in poetry from UNC-Wilmington.

During his university work and before publishing “The Re-
turned,” Mott held manufacturing, retail and call-center jobs. He
now writes full-time and is a part-time faculty member of UNCW's
Creative Writing Department.

He credits much of who he is today to his parents’ encourage-
ment and the Columbus County teachers who gave him a love of
reading.

Between speaking engagements in 2013, Mott watched the news
of a Black man who had been shot by police in Minnesota and de-
cided that, for the first time, he “wanted to write about the Black
experience in America.”

“Hell of a Book” draws partly on Mott’s memories of growing up
Black in Bolton.

The book’s narrator is a middle-aged author whose name is never
stated in the story. While enduring a grueling book tour, he repeat-
edly sees and talks to a boy he calls The Kid, whom no one else can
see. The narrator has been prone to what he calls a “daydreaming

problem” since his teens, and he can’t remember much of his child-
hood.

“Reality as a whole — past or present — justisn’t a good place to
hang out,” he says. “Reality is full of bad news.” He lives in a world
of anonymous one-night stands and binge drinking.

The ever-present Kid pleads with the narrator to “See me...” but
the jaded author says, “It always makes me want to drink when my
daydreams try to convince me that they’re real”

Another juvenile character, “Soot,” wishes he could become in-
visible so he won’t be bullied for his astonishingly black skin. The
author has a hard time remembering that he himself is Black, and
he wonders what that means and how he is supposed to deal with
the fact.

Both The Kid and Soot have experienced traumatic effects of rac-
ism, and the narrator begins to recover painful buried memories
of his own, leading to a crisis that shatters the wall he has built to
protect himself from reality.

Watershed

“Hell of a Book” gives readers a lot of themes to take away, Mott
said. “I think the largest one would be to simply acknowledge that
America is a country with room for improvement, and that the
American experience is not the same for everyone and that’s some-
thing we should all be trying to fix.”

The narrator of “Hell of a Book” says he’s “always loved the
South,” in spite of considering it “America’s longest-running crime
scene” because of the history of racism. He calls his hometown of
Bolton “a hick town in the middle of a hick county in the lower leg
of a hick state” Another passage calls Whiteville “a sleepy, small
southern town in a sleepy, small southern county with a long his-
tory of strawberry production and lynchings.”

In spite of those characterizations, Mott says he’s heard largely
appreciative reactions from area readers, who are pleased to see
small-town life represented in a novel.

Mott was about 10 years old when the shooting death of Bolton’s
former mayor, Sidney Bowen, occurred, and he found himself
marching with the NAACP in protest. “It was a watershed moment
for my life,” Mott said, “a time when everything that came after it
was irrevocably changed.” The novel includes a fictionalized ver-
sion of the tragedy. “I hope that I have done that moment justice in
at least some small way,” Mott said.

Mott uses the word “beautiful” more than 30 times in “Hell of
a Book.” Near the end his narrator comments to a character who's
been murdered that, “I don’t know what to do with what happened
to you...To all the kids like you who got shot and maybe even lived
through it and grew up to be people like me: Black and broken and
trying to remember that they are beautiful”
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The author

In April Mott read a passage
from “Hell of a Book” and an-
swered questions about his work
at Southeastern Community Col-
lege’s auditorium.

Responding to a question about
the meaning of “home,” Mott said
that, “Home is wherever you de-
cide it is” He said that, contrary to
what Thomas Wolfe said, “I very
much can go home again,” but it’s
dangerous to think home can stay
the same in a changing world.

Mott said he wrote five bad nov-
els before succeeding with “The
Returned,” but the practice was
“a learning experience” He said
his characters remain on his mind
long after he’s completed a book.

He advised a prospective writer
to revise diligently, seek an agent,
and “start your next book” as soon
as the first one is complete.

Mott’s website, jasonmottau-
thor.com, lists his previous awards
for his published novels and books
of poetry, which can be purchased
online.

o

Bestselling author Jason Mott spoke to an audience of about 90 in the auditorium of Southeastern Commu-
nity College on April 24. In November Mott received the National Book Award for Fiction, one of the most
prestigious writing honors in the U.S.

ECA

EAST COAST AGENCY, INC.

Protection You Need - The Service You Deserve.

Life - Health - Home - Auto - Business

LET us REVIEW YOUR AuTO AND HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE COVERAGE YOU NEED AT THE 910_653_5066

MOST REASONABLE RATES AVAILABLE.

Full Line Insurance Center {k

Insurance

106 South Main Street 'lndepenﬂent

Tabor City

Ayent"__

Let Our Experienced Staff Help You.

Lisa Norris, Frances Jernigan, Tammy Fowler & Jordan McPherson Thae Trustadd Cholcs”
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Your Complete

Building & Hardware Source
Since 1907

910-654-4615
www.mcarthursupply.com

117 E. Railroad Ave
Chadbourn, NC

e Building

e Electrical

e Tools

e Molding/Millwork
« Hardware

e Paint

e Plumbing
Lawn/Garden

How Can We Help You?

ﬁ Our Knowledgable & Experienced Staff
Makes the Difference
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Q&A: Jason Mott on fiction and real life

If you could speak to the protagonist of “Hell of a Book,” what would you tell him?

I think so much of the book is this journey through the uncertainty of “Will things be okay?” There are so many things happening that are so ter-
rible and so confusing, you always wonder, “Is it going to be okay?” [ The three main characters] are all in a similar state of distress and worry about
the future. I would say to all of them, “It will be okay. Just hold on.” When you're going through sustained adversity, you have to find the moments
that make you happy. You have to find out what “happy” is for you. Happy has to coexist with the terrible things.

Tell us about your family.
I'was born in Columbus County. Both of my parents have passed away and I have two older sisters. I have a lot of extended family in Bolton, East
Arcadia, Riegelwood and other communities in Columbus and Bladen counties.

What schools did you attend before East Columbus?

I went to elementary and middle school at Acme-Delco Elementary and middle school in Riegelwood. So many of my teachers were very big on
reading. I was in all the reading clubs. I have a lot of memories of them keeping me from misbehaving too much and making me read stuff, which
was great. There were so many of them and they had such major parts in getting me where I am right now.

Where did you work locally before becoming a writer?
I'worked at Victaulic in Leland for a few years before college. Then, during college, I worked at various retail jobs in Wilmington and, finally, before
my first novel was published, I worked at the Verizon Wireless call center in Wilmington.

What are some things you do outside of work?

I'run alot and do Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu — choking people, 'm a big fan of that. Running and Jiu-Jitsu both force you to quiet the noise of the world
and focus. By clearing out my head, about a half hour to an hour after 'm done, the best ideas will just bubble up. My creativity spikes when I'm
consistently exercising.

What attitudes do you emphasize to your students?

I'strongly emphasize patience and consistent work. Writing is a skill that can be cultivated, but it takes time and consistency. I went through phases
where I wasn't as good a writer as I thought I was. But with good habits of persistence — kind of the workhorse mentality — I got better at it. No
matter where you are, if you just are persistent, you will improve. You will pass the people who had natural talent but didn’t encourage it.

How closely does your protagonist’s description of a shooting
in “Hell of a Book” match your boyhood memories from when
Sidney Bowen was killed?

Fairly closely, as I remember them. I was young at the time and a lot
of years have passed, but that event has stuck with me in ways I'm
still trying to process. [My purpose in writing the fictional scene
based on Bowen’s death] was to say that, “These things do happen
in small towns” — to send multiple messages but also to tell my
story in a kind of veiled way.

What's your work schedule like?

I have my writing time in the morning that no one is allowed to
interrupt. Not friends, not family, not my [teaching] job. Writing is
always the number one priority.

How much do you outline your novels in advance?

Before I start a novel, I have a rough outline. That’s something I
learned the hard way. I used to start without an outline, and Iwould
always burn out or stall around page 150. Because by 150 pages
you've got 45,000 to 50,000 words. It’s too much for the human
brain to hold.

An outline makes it bite-sized. I'm not writing a whole novel. I'm
just writing this one scene, and this one scene, and so on and so
forth.

Usually if T can’t finish an outline for something, it's not a novel. It
might be a short story. It might be a poem, but it’s not enough to
make a novel.

Who are your favorite authors (novelists, poets, nonfic-
tion...)?

Three of my favorite authors are John Gardner, William Golding,
and Toni Morrison.

“Home is where you decide it is,” Mott said. The author still lives in his
hometown of Bolton but fits in speaking engagements across the U.S. and
beyond.A good work ethic is more important than talent, Mott told the
audience at SCC. He said he emphasizes consistent practice to his students.
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Did you know that folks used to make “excursions”
to Lake Waccamaw on a train? People wanted to
spend some time near the beautiful body of water: some
wanted to fish a little, some wanted to swim in the safety of
the shallow lake, some wanted to spend time on the water

in canoes or speed boats or Captain Potts’ excursion boat,

and some wanted to dance at
the pavilion. And, since they
had come by train, there had
to be a train depot, a place to
disembark and then gather to
go back home.

Although the railroad had
been stopping at the lake
since the 1850s, it was not
until 1904 when such excur-
sions were so popular that the
Atlantic Coast Line built a de-
pot and promoted the lake as
a day trip destination.

When the railroad closed
the depot in the mid-1970s,
the Lake Waccamaw Woman’s
Club began a project to raise
funds to move it and make it
a museum of not only the rail-

S0 | 954 |

Karen Gore, depot museum curator, shows a museum visitor artifacts
from the timber industry as well as tools made by Council Tool Com-
pany on display in the museum.

Spring & Summer 2022

road but the Lake Waccamaw area. In 1977 the museum
opened. The old building had been moved about 400 yards
south of the railroad toward the lake, and it became a desti-
nation on its own, a place to learn and a place of enjoyment.

With the woman’s club leading the way, a board of direc-

tors was formed to orga-
nize the development and
maintenance of the historic
building and to create pro-
grams that would preserve
the history of the area. The
club has continued to be a
major part of the organiza-
tion.

The first chairperson of
the museum board was Hes-
ter McCray. Other leaders
have included Chris Allen,
Mary Mintz, Sally Council,
Eloise McLean, Eugenia
Blake, Nancy Sigmon, Ve-
ronica Marsh and Phyllis
Russ.

Pam Winsky is the cur-
rent chairperson. Pam and
her family relocated to the



lake in 2013. She said she
loves the quiet of the lake
and the real sense of com-
munity that exists. “It’s
such a unique and precious
place,” she said. The depot
and its activities are one
of the big draws when our
visitors come to the Lake.
I love meeting visitors and
new residents when they
come to the depot and in-
troducing them to different
aspects of our community.”

The most frequent way
for visitors to become in-
volved with the museum
is to take one of the tours
provided by knowledge-
able docents. Large groups
might want to make reser-
vations, but visitors are al-
ways welcome to drop by.

The museum has been
fortunate to have had the
services of some very good
directors over the years.
Julie Madison, Lyn Billing-
ton, Michelle Gore, Ginger
Littrell (two terms), Becky
Lane, Blanche Garrell and
Mazie Smith have held the
position at different times.

Karen Gore is now serv-
ing in that role. In reflect-
ing on her involvement,
she said, “I’'ve been cura-
tor for the depot museum
for several years now, and
it’s so fun to meet the resi-
dents and visitors. The
depot is the perfect place
for a day trip, so we have
many visitors from out of
town. School age kids have
a wonderful time at the de-
pot. We give educational
tours to groups, kids and
anyone who would like a
quick run-through of the
highlights of the museum.

“Working with  this
board of directors is a de-
light for me. I'm fortunate
to be in a group of people
who care about the depot
and the community and
work so well together”.

Karen Hall is a current
board member and a na-
tive with a unique view of
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The Lake Waccamaw train d

State grant boosts restoration of lake depot

By LEE HIINNANT

Volunteers foe the Lake Wacen-
mae Pepol Muneom learmed Tues-
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The: Former train depod, lisied on
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for more tham a year whale endergo-
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Tz o anda large fredphs snes will be
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“It's going to be a real pleasure to have a bullding.”

Sally Couneil

ani b fire manison sod Town Hall se
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o new hesting and sr condilioning
wyEem, Mw::kﬂ_ncll wiring 1o meed
curent codes. exiemiive wall and ceil.
i work and the floors are being ne-
Fitsisthed. With imemberihips and small
Frams, Eumeum volaniesrs have al-
ety spent more (han $30, 700 0n the
widk, sald Sally Council, presidest of

o
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discrethonary funds bo make s gram 1o
e s ehevngh the seate Diepart-
mesil of Cullural Resoames

1 feeld thin might be & grood omen
Tior the session that, on the day before
the wesabon, | wis shle o pet a commat-
ment from Senator Basnight“soffice,”
Sodes suid. [l was the sevood year ihat
the eyt huaed appldod fuir o state prant.

Coumcil sasd the momey will be pat
1o poced wese, finishing the restorstion
of e freight srea, which will he used
For displays. There are also plans fors
handeap sccess rammp, reride bed hath -
mams, 4 kichenetle and evieavive
landscaping. The extericr will sl be
repaired, wernped, caulked and re-
paundod. Gary Talbert of The Talbert
Co, is handling the work.

I B boen the dream of the mu
BOWTI EVET RinGe W was concetved in
the 19705 i have. . diorems, ™ Cown-
salnaid. Dheafltplan by Mike Camraway
of the Museum of ibe Cape Fear in

See Lhopal musenm, page 2-A

In 1995 The News Reporter ran an article announcing that the Department of Cultural Resources agreed to
grant $55,000 in discretionary funds to help restore the train depot.

In 1977 the train depot was moved to its present location about 400 yards south of the old railroad.
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the need for the museum. She
noted that, “Lake Waccamaw is
an idyllic place. Whether your
thing is water sports, birdwatch-
ing, alligator watching (yes, that
is a thing), hiking, biking, an-
tiquing, or just watching spec-
tacular sunrises and sunsets...
Lake Waccamaw has it. The lake
is brimming with nature and is
rich in history and culture.

“The Lake Waccamaw Depot
Museum was created to pre-
serve the lake’s history and the
local culture. One visit to the
museum provides residents and
visitors alike with a deeper un-
derstanding of this natural lake
and explains why it was instru-
mental in the development of
our community.

“As a former public school
teacher and a resident of Lake
‘Waccamaw, I can truly appreci-
ate the importance of the Lake
Waccamaw Depot Museum,”
said Karen Hall. It is impossible
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olunt docents are available to
¢ groups wh isit the depot museum.
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. " Classical Charter Schools of Whiteville is currentl ml wsistently the top
Custom student promotion = Year-round calendar S e s a il s Y And consiste e o]
seoring school in Columbus County on End-of-Girade wesis. Our sclhool s

tition-free and welcomes sl students, regardless of income or ability. Our

n - . . . . o
Enrﬂll ﬂnllne: schiood prowides a rigorous and proven classical education while offering

at www.OCSAN.net various athletic programs. student clubs, and academic competitions.

Classical Chamer Schools of Whiteville

Schedule a tour: 35 Bacan's Way., Whieville, NC

Q0641 4042
Q1064042 or email divey®@ rogerbacon.net
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BLENDING THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

to visit the museum and not learn something! The tours
and exhibits bring yesterday’s stories to life for current and
future generations. I am excited to be able to work with
others that love and respect our community.”

In addition to tours, the depot sponsors several activi-
ties for the public, including the popular Lunch at the Lake
held every May. On the third Saturday of each month, the
Acoustic Music Jam brings together local musicians and
singers for a fun time. At other times various individuals
will present programs related to the history of the area.
Thelma Green recently talked about Betsyburg, the old
isolated settlement on the south side of the lake that was
the site of harvesting cypress to be made into shingles in
the early part of the 20th century. The depot also hosted
a program about the history and current restoration of the
Historic Columbus County Courthouse.

Saturday morning “jam sessions” are always fun for the audience and
performers.

Even during the pandemic, the museum has continued
to provide information to the public. Curator Gore stated
that, “During our five-month shutdown due to the COV-
ID-19 concerns, I posted hundreds of archive photos on
our Facebook page and called it ‘Bringing the Museum to
You.”

Apart from the important history of the railroad and the
Lake Waccamaw area, Gore pointed out that, “We love the
| families to visit because there really is something for every-

o L= . one. Kids justlove the caboose and others the building and
.* r‘:} 1%?’ & o n grounds. Guests are free to take photographs and share
= g = L\ B 4 them with us. Ilove posting them on our Facebook page

Lots of souvenir items are available in the gift shop.

What’s Happening at Lake Waccamaw Depot Museum

Lake Waccamaw Depot Museum is open Wednesday through Saturday from 10 a.m.—-3 p.m.

Depot Activities

Rummikub Mondays at [ p.m.

RailRoad Bridge Tuesdays at I p.m.

Lake Waccamaw Woman's Club

Third Monday at 7 p.m.

Acoustic Jam Sessions

Third Saturday 9:30 a.m.—noon

Bird Club Fourth Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Follow Lake Waccamaw Depot Museum on Facebook for upcoming events and programs.

Friday Fest Covered Dish Dinners
Friday Fest covered dish dinners start in May, every first and third Friday at 6:30 p.m. at the museum. Dona-
tions are appreciated to benefit the Depot Museum and Rube McCray Library.

Annual New York City Trip

The annual Lake Waccamaw Depot Museum trip to New York City is Nov. 17-20, 2022. Rooms are reserved
at the Millennium Broadway Hotel, which is two blocks from Times Square and within walking distance of
many sites you will want to visit, The trip is the weekend before Thanksgiving, which gives everyone the chance
to experience the splendor of New York City at Christmastime. Contact the Depot Museum for more informa-
tion at 910-646-1992 or info@lakewaccamawdepotmuseum.com.

Visit the museum gift store

“Best Little Gift Shop in the Area”

The Lake Waccamaw Depot Museum gift store is stocked with new summer merchandise including local art
and a huge selection of puzzles, hats, visors, original design T-shirts and sweatshirts, jewelry, local honey, spe-
cialty soaps, note cards and ornaments. It has a complete youth section with new kids’ toys. Proceeds from sales
help fund restoration of the depot museum.

Lake Waccamaw Depot Museum is located at 201 Flemington Dr., Lake Waccamaw, N.C. 28450. For
more information about the museum and activities, call 910-646-1992 or emasl info@lakewaccamawde-
potmuseum.com. Look for event and program information on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LKWDe-
potMuseum.
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because everyone’s experience is unique to them. We try
to get to know our guests and give them the best museum
experience possible.”

Perhaps one of the most important functions of the mu-
seum is the opportunity for children and adults to view
their past through the tactile experience, touching objects
used many years ago, standing in the building and the ca-
boose, hearing the voices of people who personally created
much of our history. Time may cloud those experiences
and dim the images, but now, in the present, we can see the
past and better understand the present and the future.

Old photos and artifacts create an interesting corner of the museum.

TRAIN DEPOTS IN
CorumBus COUNTY:

‘“ﬁ_ 4 A SERIES

NEext STOP...
RIEGELWOOD DEPOT

A model of “The Bohemian Girl” is a facinating exhibit.

r|'1]‘|d' ."._..l

7?’“",? ;:H . W‘rﬂ’—
) Timothee

£ & Now ISTheTimeo
S faart On Your

New Smlle-

+ Free Consultation ($300Value) + Timothee Orthodontics offers braces and invisalign
Ll Do e for all ages in a comfortable, friendly environment.
+ Flexible Financing + R
. . . 900 Spivey Road * Whiteville, NC 28472 '
+ High Quality Orthodontic Care ¢ P o 10.642.4559 B -
+ Most Insurance Accepted + wwwtimotheeorthodontics.com Dr'J“mteTlmot_ee __
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Mildred C. Thompson and the author, Mari B. Thompson, at age 3
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MAGIC CAKE

story MARI B. THOMPSON
pHoTOs THOMPSON FAMILY PHOTOS

just ate the best cake I've ever had

in my 53 trips around the sun. It
was a yellow layer cake with chocolate
icing. My daughter, Mia, used my grand-
mother’s recipe to make it for my birth-
day and presented it on the cake plate
that was Grandma’s, too. The plate still
has masking tape on the bottom with my
grandmother’s name, Mildred T., written
in her handwriting. I'm sure she placed
it there before a treat was set on top and
someone walked it across her backyard
to a homecoming at Hallsboro Baptist
Church on an October Sunday after-
noon.

The cut glass plate is covered by a plain
tin dome that has the dents and scratches
of a well-loved kitchen staple that has
seen six or seven decades of birthdays,
Christmases, and Sunday dinners. This
was not an original pairing, but I never
remember one without the other. They
lived on the speckled Formica counter-
top in Grandma’s kitchen and were as
much a fixture as the little jar of bacon
grease beside the stove or the Lake Wac-
camaw Lions Club calendar on the wall.
The dome always concealed some sugary
surprise on the dish underneath that felt
as if it had been made just for you. My
family calls it the magic cake plate. All
the cakes served on it are magically the
best ones, each better than the last.

Grandma’s cakes were delicious,
of course, but my memories aren’t of
chocolate or coconut. They are of her.
There was no better therapy than bal-
ancing on a three legged stool in her
kitchen, the small green pleather seat
sticking to my legs, for a long talk with
Grandma over a plate of sugar and love.

Some conversations began after a time
of moody adolescent silence, or later,
a patently false bright report about the
state of my personal life. She let me come
to her in my own time. Grandma always
knew when to listen but would ask ques-
tions measured out perfectly like the
flour and vanilla and uncovered the truth
I hadn’t told.

Mari B. Thompson's grandfather, William “Bill” Thompson Sr.,, and her grandmother holding
Mari B. at Easter Sunday services in 1971 at Hallsboro Baptist Church.
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The family cake baking tradition is carried on by Mildred's great-granddaughter, Mia
Jones, who has started baking and recently made a birthday cake for her mother using her
great-grandmother’s recipe.
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I'was not the only beneficiary of this wizardry.
My children were fortunate to spend time with
their great-grandmother and remember Grand-
ma Mildred and her cakes. My son, Drew, is the
only great-grandson and was the apple of her
eye. His last visit with her was at the beginning
of his own turbulent adolescence. Grandma was
in the rehabilitation center in Whiteville that
she would never leave. I have a picture of him
patiently feeding Grandma a slice of cake just as
she had once done for him. He had the typical
scowl of a 14-year-old. Drew was careful not to
cut too large a bite and dabbed gently at the cor-
ners of her mouth with a paper napkin between
forkfuls. It was a moment of such sweetness and
love in a sad time.

Reverend Ed Vogt related his experiences in
Miss Mildred’s kitchen when he spoke at her
funeral service. My grandparents’ home was be-
side the church, so he had to walk past their side
door every day on his way home for lunch or at
the end of his day. He told of the many times
that my grandmother had invited him in for a
bite of her cake. Somehow, she had known to
make his favorite that day. He would leave after
second helpings and a heart-to-heart that he
hadn’t been aware he’d needed but did. That was
her talent, he said. My grandmother never went
back to school after she married or fulfilled her
girlhood dream of becoming a nurse but mend-
ed broken hearts and comforted the wounded
in her own way. She knew when others needed
to be helped or healed.

The recipe Mia used is one that Grandma
shared with me only a few years before she
passed. I would ask her for it and her blue eyes
would twinkle, but she would only give me a sly
smile and tell me, “One day” I guessed many
times over the years and was always wrong.
Granddaddy winked at me once and told me the
secret to her sweet cakes was that she stuck her
finger in them. My 60-something grandmother
blushed. I still think it’s the most romantic thing
I've ever heard and the more so because it was
from a decidedly unromantic source. I shared
this story with Mia when I taught her the recipe.
Now it’s her yardstick as well as mine for sweet
talk from would-be Romeos.

When Grandma finally shared the recipe
with me, we both laughed. It’s simple, really.
When she died just weeks after my mother, I de-
cided to share the secret recipe with my teenage
daughter. The loss of them both at once gave me
a sense of urgency. Few things make you aware
of your own mortality like the death of a parent.
Grandma Mildred, my father’s mother, lived
into her 90s, but my mother was only 74 when
she lost her second battle with cancer.

My daughter Mia is 16 and shy but loves
to bake cakes and share them. She inherited
blue-gray eyes, dark hair and sharp wit from
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[0 Come see fhem &t CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

Village Prescription Center
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Specializing in ALL Chiropractic Treatment
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MAGIC CAKE

my grandmother. When I shared Grandma’s recipe with her,
she began to make cakes regularly. She puts them on our cake
plate, and when I walk in the door and see the silver dome on
the counter it feels familiar. We have wonderful conversations
over slices of cake. Some are deep and important. Some are
light and silly. Stories are shared. Hopes and fears confided.
For a mother to a teenage girl, this is such a gift. It’s magic.

It’s been a long time since I sat in Grandma’s kitchen. We
sold the little white house beside the church and went through
the decades of household goods she had collected. Some of it
was just stuff like the faded potholders with a burn mark here
or there. The detritus of a house that had seen a lifetime of use.

But there was also the bone china with the little blue flowers
I'd eaten Sunday dinners on all my life. The gold-colored glass
goblets that had held oceans of sweet tea. Her mother’s cast
iron skillet.

And the cut glass cake plate with the worn tin dome.

This isn’t just a thing to me. It’s a tangible connection to her.
A relic of my past when unconditional love and understand-
ing were served to me on a plate with a glass of cold milk. She
made a part of me as surely as she made the cakes that magi-
cally soothed and nurtured. I want to pass this feeling to my
daughter. That’s the recipe she left me.

Sometimes sweet. Sometimes measured. Made with love
and a little magic.

f'-_-::::‘o“—.__—:w
SMITH
CHIROPRACTIC

100 E. Main Street | Whiteville, NC 28472

910.642.2481
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nice, young, fat

| TENNESSEE MULES

All well broke and ready for work. Also

several good second hand Mules. W
supply you with any kind of Mule
want at the right price.

Roads are good to Tabor, o drive your

here and select your Mule and we will de-

'|‘-er him for you.

[mn t try to farm with o Ford
our nice Mules.

1A. &R, BALDW

Tabor, North Carolina

Just received a solid car load of

This advertisement offers “nice, young, fat” Tennessee mules for

sale in Tabor City in 1924.

ALMOST

EVERYONE

READS THE NEWS REFORTER

“Almost everyone reads The News Reporter” —

| 954 | Spring e Summer 2022

this in-house
advertisement from 1939 notes that “the CHILDREN of TODAY
are the BUYERS of TOMORROW,” and therefore are “worth
cultivating as present and future customers.”

*, A

DIVE DEEP INTO

CoLuMBUS COUNTY’S PAST

Digital records of
The News Reporter available online

story JOSEPH WILLIAMS
pHoTos ASHLEY KNOX, JUSTIN SMITH, IMAGES FROM THE NEWS
REPORTER COLLECTION BY THE WILLIAM MADISON RANDALL
LiBRARY AT UNC-WILMINGTON

Few residents of Columbus County may remember the now
nonexistent German immigrant community known as New
Berlin. Their Concord grapes were “as successfully produced here as
in California,” according to one writer in The News Reporter in 1912.

Many may not know this, but in Jan. 1963, the Whiteville Police
Department discovered a four-man theft ring, which led to the solv-
ing of a total of 39 cases.

People may have forgotten about S-year-old chainsmoker Jerome
McAdoo Buffkin, who lived near Chadbourn in the 1930s. “All en-
treaties of his parents can’t seem to break him of smoking,” the ar-
ticle noted.

In 1924, there were advertisements for Tennessee mules. In 1982,
there were advertisements to have a second landline phone installed.

And on Tuesday, May 17, 1977, Whiteville High School drama
students performed an original 15-minute play for their younger
colleagues at Whiteville Primary School and Waccamaw Academy
about why littering is a bad thing.

Unique stories such as these might have been lost forever if not
for the digitization of The News Reporter’s archives.

Along with The News Reporter, archivists at UNC-Wilmington are
executing a larger project to digitize newspapers throughout south-
eastern North Carolina.

“We live in such a rapidly growing and changing part of the state,”
said project leader Nathan Saunders, “that I think it’s often easy to
forget the roots of southeastern North Carolina and to forget its past.

“This is one way in which we can preserve that.”

‘Our pleasure’ and ‘a public service’

That’s how Saunders, also the director of the Center for South-
east North Carolina Archives and History at UNC-Wilmington, de-
scribed the digitization project.

“Our purpose is to connect the people, the communities of south-
eastern North Carolina to the sources of their history and culture. So
much of that history and culture,” Saunders explained, “is bound up
in these local newspapers.”

Such as when the Whiteville City Council legalized the viewing
of movies on Sundays in 1946.

John and Ashley Knox — Saunders’ assistants, who happen to be
married to each other — are also helping to preserve these timeless
historic moments documented by The News Reporter.

“Minus a hiccup here and there,” — including the disruptions
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic — said John Knox, “this project
has been a very fun project.”

The old papers contain a wealth of diverse and interesting stories,
but Ashley Knox joked that, while working on such a large project as
this, it’s important “not to get too distracted by new, shiny things.”

And this team’s dedication to this project has allowed for thou-
sands of historical editions of The News Reporter to become freely



COLUMBUS COUNTf DEVELOPMENT EDITION-—-WHITEVILLE SECTION

THE NEWS REPORTER

Twenty-Fourth Year

FOR THE COUNTY OF COLUMBUS AND HER PEOPLE

Two Dellars Per Year

Whiteville, Metropolis of Columbus County
Famed all Over Dixie as “The Tobacco Market”

Is a Pretty, Progressive, Healthful Community on Coast Line Railway, Approximately 50 Miles

From Wilmington, in a Rapidly Developing Sec

tor of Rich Black Seils, Which Will Grow

Any Crop the South Will Produce—Home of Famous Scuppernong Grapes and Strawberries

This issue from 1923 boasts that Whiteville was “famed all over Dixie” as a prime tobacco market. Note the subscription cost, located just below and to the

right of the title of the paper, is only “two dollars per year.”

accessible online.

“There are many personal stories in this news-
paper, which makes it an intriguing resource,” said
Saunders, “but it’s also, over the long-term, a real
testimony to some large-scale historical forces
that, if you’re paying attention with the right mind-
set and the right eye, can be really illuminating.”

When it began

How this project began is a story in and of itself.

In March 2018, the Special Collections Depart-
ment at the Randall Library at UNC-W contacted
The News Reporter about signing up for a subscrip-
tion to the paper and 954 Magazine.

Stuart High Rogers and Becky High had been
discussing how to preserve the hardbound compi-
lations of The News Reporter for some time, so the
topic naturally came up when High and Saunders
spoke.

Meeting with High “piqued my interest,” said
Saunders.

Several months later, Rogers took one of the
thick hardbound archival compilations of The
News Reporter to the center. Saunders and his team
examined the record and discussed the logistics of
digitizing physical papers as opposed to microfilm,
compared the costs involved and ultimately decid-
ed to take on the project.

The rest, as they say, is history.

How it’s done

Ashley Knox said there are 133 reels of micro-
film of The News Reporter, spanning thousands of
issues from the years 1905 to 2000. Microfilm is
similar to the reels used for vintage movie projec-
tors, with each frame consisting of one page of the
paper.

Invented in 1939, microfilm was an impor-
tant innovation for the preservation of historical
documents, for its time, as it consisted of “mi-
cropictures” of larger documents, like newspapers,

He’s Only Five, But Likes His |
Cigars, Cigarettes, and Chews

{Jerome McAdoo Buffkin,!
Who Lives Near Chad-|
bourn, at 5 Is a Seasoned
|  Smoker, And Likes Oc-
casional Chew. i

'HANDLES HIS SMOKES
‘ JUST LIKE VETERANS

|Doesn’t Mind Having His
Picture Taken; All En-
treaties of His Parents
Can’'t Seem to Break
Him of Smoking

An unusual little person is Jer-
jome MecAdoo Buffkin, 5-years-old
three feet tall, who lives with
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. D.
Buffkin, two miles directly south
of Chadbourn on the Tabor road,
For, at that age, he has been
smoking and chewing tobacco for,
the past two years, and all the
entreaties of his parents can't
seem to stop him,

Jerome began the tobacco habit
at 3. When most other young-
sters ave having difficulty hold-
ing a bottle between their tiny,
chubby hands, this sturdy youhg-
. ster was reaching for a smoke,
,or snitching a chew of his dad- - . :
dy's prize chewing tobacco. fashioned hair brush found its
When his parents discovered mark, but plainly had little ef-
that he was using tobacco in al- fect. Jerome continued to smoke,
''most every conceivable form, @nd he continued to chew.
they immediately took steps to At first he stuck to cigarettes,
terminate such business. The old (Continued on Page Six)

Five-year-old Jerome McAdoo Buffkin “handles his smokes just like veterans,”
according to this article from 193S.
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thereby effectively shrinking the size of documents several-fold.
Archivists could then store more of them in tighter and more se-
cure locations.

As useful as microfilm has been in the past, the center has de-
cided that, in the interests of more secure preservation and in-
creased user accessibility, it is important to transfer these docu-
ments from a physical medium to a digital one.

However, as Ashley Knox testified, the conversion process
can be quite tedious: from mailing the reels to Maryland-based
microfilm processing company Crowley, which creates a digital

copy of each page; to converting the subsequent image into three
separate file types; embedding 17 lines of metadata into each file,
including information such as the date such-and-such edition
was published; and quality-checking student assistants’ work,
the process can take a long time.

John Knox explained further: “The physical microfilm was put
in a box, mailed to a vendor, it was scanned, and then those files
were sent to us on external hard drives.”

Then, “We use a special software that is sold to us by the ven-
dor” to process the files they receive, he said. That software al-

B $i4id

(L) Digital Initiatives Librarian Ashley Knox and (R) Digital Projects Specialist John Knox — who happen to be married

to each other — are essential to completing the digitization of The News Reporter.

| comm. il - - o me———

Nathan Saunders, director of the Center for Southeast North Caro

hardback archives of The News Reporter.
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lina Archives and History at UNC-Wilmington, goes through the
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?ROBABLY NOT! hecause buying o car is
serious business. You want to see with your own
eves the condition of the motor, the tires, the finish.
You want to be certain that you're getting a bona
fide value. You want to be SURE before you buy.
But you cannot be sure when you don't buy your
cur from a relinble dealer. Even though your eyes
are open, you are still buying blind-folded. We want
you to get full value from your money. Our cars
have all been reconditioned and thoroughly tested.
They are sold with a 30-day written guarantee.
Here, your confidence counts most!

AVANT & SHOLAR, Inc.
i SALES e SERVICE
i Whiteville

This advertisement from a 1939 issue cautions potential

car buyers against being “blind-folded” by other dealers.
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Rustic Farm Wedding Venue )

Located on the edge of the beautiful historic Fair Bluff, Horne Bay
Farm has a rustic natural beauty and an easy elegance. Southern
charm and Personality abound at the majestic barn, the open air
pavilion overlooks ponds and horse pastures. Contrasting elements
make this the perfect setting for any wedding or event.

¢+ Romantic Country ¢ Rustic Charm

¢+ Equestrian Elegance ¢ Country Western
Horne Bay Farm can provide you with the props
to carry out your wedding theme.

Horne Bay Farm

ﬂ Kathy H. Ashley 910-840-4091
' Hornebayfarm.com r

COLUMBUS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR CHRIST

columbuschristianacademy.com 910.642.6196
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lows their assistants to process those proprietary files into a .tiff
file, a very high resolution file which preserves as much data as
it can but which is often “too large to attach” to typical websites.

Once this masterfile is created, copies are then made in more
common file types, like a .jpg or a scannable .pdf, that has a low-
er resolution but is more accessible to typical computer users.

With so many steps to follow, “It seems like we’ve been work-
ing on this project forever,” said Ashley Knox.

But, she added, “You’ve got to have the patience to keep
chugging along” and remain “loyal to the projects you're work-
ing on” in order to complete them.

And that loyalty is paying off. So far, the center has uploaded
75 of the 133 reels, up to the year 1984.

Accessing the archives

“People love newspapers,” observed Saunders. And people
seem to especially love The News Reporter.

According to Saunders, the database of The News Reporter is
the most widely trafficked of those papers that have begun to
be digitized. And that’s probably because it’s so easy to access.

Historical editions of The News Reporter are freely accessible
for public viewing online. Just go to NRcolumbus.com, scroll
down, and the portal to the digital archive will be near the bot-
tom right corner of the screen.

Looking back, looking forward
“Part of the job of a good community newspaper,” said Les
High, former owner of the paper, “is to not only be a trusted
source for news but to publish the events and to profile resi-
dents, young and old alike, who aren’t typical newsmakers.”
The current owner, Justin Smith, echoed these sentiments.
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According to this article, in 1977 students from Whiteville High School
performed an original play for younger students about cleaning up litter in
the Land of Make Believe.

One UNC-W student assistant checks to make sure a historical document is properly secured in the scanner before digitizing it.
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Let's Get Pliysccal

Rehabilitation Services

Physical, Occupational and Speech therapies are
available on an inpatient or outpatient basis.
Please visit our State-of-the-Art Rehabilitation Unit.

LIBERTY REHABILITATION

b
-~

on COTA,

George Boggs PTA, Sharon O’Brien OT/PTA, Aimee Calleja SLP, Ashley Thomps
Caitlin Sykes COTA, Navin Kingston DPT
Front: Amber Robinson COTA/Rehab Director, Tara Birchall PTA

. 1402 Pinckney Street
Liberty Commons Whiteville

Nursing & Rehabilitation Center (910) 642-4245

of Columbus County

Tracey G. Jones, Administrator
http:/libertyhealthcareandrehab.com Deihlia Moore, Admissions Director
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At The News Reporter, Smith
said, “we are trying to improve
the individual lives of our read-
ers but also trying to make Co-
lumbus County a better place to
live and to work.” And an inte-
gral part to that mission is “cel-
ebrating Columbus County.”

Celebrating Columbus County
involves advertising its achieve-
ments, like when Whiteville be-
came a Main Street Community
last year; spotlighting its suc-
cesses, like Ryleigh Madison’s
performances on American Idol
and MacKenzie Gore’s debut in
Major League Baseball; and —
just as indispensable — remem-
bering its past.

Now, remembering that past
is easier than ever with the digi-
tization of these archives.

High said that, “The News Re-
porter is more than a newspaper
that reliably brings Columbus
County residents the news ev-
ery week. It is the county’s de-

Lake Waconmaw (s now said to

have n mighty good policeman and)|

on top of that the town commission-
ers have ndopted some wvery com-

mendable restrictions that are bid-]'

ding fair to greatly improve the
morals and decorum of visitors at
this popular resort. Persons who go
up town in bathing sults now are apt
to find themsclves invited to appenr
before the mayor.

A Lake Waccamaw news brief ‘from the 1920's reporting
‘commendable restrictions” adopted by the town
commissioners concerning bathmg suits worn uptown

Council Permits
Sunday Movies

‘-nle Of 4-1 Faveors Sunday
Piclures Doering Hours OF

Wms Pl'ﬂi!E Di 16 And 812
Treasury Dept. | vecision roows

PUBLIC HEARING

Minditers And Foderaled

Charch Women  Woice
Opposition; Vate Fav-
ored Suudl\r Shows

I'I'\ fe of Bour Lo one, White=
# Tueslay migh
hral e

Huislay Bar
I 1 ard -2

len Uy
e Dr, &

Frabsr of b Waooi
pnd Toost comgasy
! in e Bevem War Le
p U Whilsa ) Loskr L
Eiven i L presetlatin of sy bmse for o gl

By a 4-1 vote, Whiteville City Council legalzzed the
viewing of movies on Sunday in 1946. “You asked

To avoid “telephone tie-up,” this advertisement from Carolina  for it, and now you've got to take it,” said disgruntled
Telephone in 1982 encourages residents of Columbus County Council Member Dr. S.A. Smith, who cast the only
to install a second landline in their homes. “no” vote.

finitive historical document.”

1242 S Madison St. Whiteville
910-642-7121
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VIOLENCE
AT HOME
SIGNAL
FOR HELP

1. Palm to camera and tuck thumb 2. Trap thumb

FAMILIES
FIRST, INC,

Domestic Violence &
Sexual Assault Services

WE'RE HERE TO HELP (910)641-0444

“You Bend We Mend”

RONALD’S BODY SHOP

_ 24 Hour Wrecker Service
' 206 Magnolia St., Whiteville, NC 28472 . ey
= j ~ Shop 642-8478 e R Gl
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CRHS Auxiliary volunteer Betsy McKee, volunteer coordinator Shauna Treadaway and volunteers Dixie Batten and Hank Williamson Jr.

AUXILIARY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
ENHANCES PATIENT CARE QUALITY
AT CoLuMBUS REGIONAL HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

sTORY & PHOTOS (GRANT MERRITT

or 28 years, the Auxiliary Volunteer Program at Columbus

Regional Healthcare System has seen 183 volunteers serve
139,228 hours (not including 2022) and donate more than $400,000
back to CRHS. Shauna Treadaway is a paid employee of the hospital
and oversees the volunteers as coordinator. She is the education asso-
ciate in addition to overseeing patient experience feedback.

Volunteers have raised money for new equipment for the physi-
cal therapy and cardiac rehab department, wireless scanners for each
floor of the hospital, a van for laundry and food services, golf carts,
teddy bears for patients, a gift for every first born baby of the new
year, cancer care bags and a yearly $1,000 HOSA scholarship for a
high school senior.

Members of the Auxiliary Volunteer Program serve by running
the Sunshine Gift Shop, assisting visitors as front desk receptionists,
staffing the ambulatory surgery and registration area and restocking
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supplies in the cancer care center. The money raised in the gift shop
in addition to jewelry, shoe and uniform sale fundraisers supports all
volunteer efforts.

The Sunshine Gift Shop is open four hours per day Monday
through Friday. Treadaway wants to extend those hours back to eight
hours per day and four hours on Saturday and Sunday with the help
of five new volunteers. The gift shop is open from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
She is hoping to bring back the junior volunteers program so that high
school students can receive healthcare experience, and she wants to
start a new college volunteers program for college students “who may
need volunteer hours or give back to the community.”

“I currently have room for 35 volunteers, but some of them have
not returned because of COVID-19 or have other health issues,”
Treadaway said. “We ask that you serve at least one four-hour shift per
month, but we’d love for you to be able to serve four hours per week. It



lets us know that you’ll be here
consistently”

Treadaway explained that
the decrease in volunteer num-
bers recently was due to people
“aging out” or not being physi-
cally able to perform volunteer
tasks. As coordinator of the vol-
unteer program, Treadaway said
the hardest part is seeing vol-
unteers pass away. One of the
best parts for Treadaway is see-
ing volunteers who are retired
teachers being able to reconnect
with former students who work
at the hospital or are visitors at
the hospital.

“At some point, all of these
amazing, fantastic volunteers
are either going to retire or pass
away, and that just breaks your
heart,” Treadaway said. “Be-
cause you realize you're dealing
with that going into it, I get joy
from seeing volunteers interact
with the staff and speaking with

CRHS AUXILIARY VOLUNTEERS

Williamson restocks the blanket warmer in the Donayre Cancer Care Center at Columbus Regional Healthcare
System.

Dixie Batten assists a customer in the Sunshine Gift Shop. The gift shop is open from 10 a.m. until 2 pm. Monday through Friday. Proceeds support all volun-
teer efforts.
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CRHS AUXILIARY VOLUNTEERS

the community as they walk through the doors.”

Treadaway has realized a new trend with
the kind of people who volunteer. She said that
most volunteers used to be retired individuals
and were recruited by friends who were already
volunteers. Now, she is seeing younger volun-
teers who are not able to work a regular 9 to 5
job and “who want to get out, serve and feel like
they’re doing something or feel like they have
an important role to play.

“Alot of what we do here does impact patient
care,” Treadaway said. “Whether it is donating
funds, whether it’s walking a family member up
to a patient’s room or directing patients from
imaging to the lab if they’re lost. It all directly
goes back to these individuals who choose to
volunteer and want to do something positive.
I see them coming in because they want to be
around people, and they want to make a differ-
ence.

To be a part of the auxiliary volunteer pro-
gram at CRHS, there is an application and back-
ground check process. Treadaway encourages
anyone to volunteer. With volunteers ranging
from 40 to 95, she said that no one is too young
or too old to volunteer. For more information
on becoming an Auxiliary Volunteer, email
Treadaway at streadaway@crhealthcare.org.

We also repair & refinish:

« Kitchen Countertops

« Tile Showers & Walls

« Fiberglass Tubs & Showers

Each Miracle Method franchise is

f |
/' I il ll |, Y mﬂUE.ﬂHEJS‘E than rephacement

Betsy McKee assists visitors as the front desk receptionist.

WE Repall’ OLD, UGLY BATHTUBS & TILE can be

efinish’ !
&fna,w geaaw _

1
| [EI ver
- £

| -_u‘:';:* DONTIREPLACE ="REFINISH!, CRTHOLUSANDSUESS than replacement!
&

See for Yourself -
Visit Our Showroom!

311 9D Judges Rd.

Wilmington, NC 28405 9 1 0_397-2999

See more photos at: www.MiracleMethod.com/wilmington

Miracle Method’

SURFACE REFINISHING

independently owned and operated.
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CRHS AUXILIARY VOLUNTEERS

Augiliary volunteers Betsy McKee, Dixie Batten and Hank Williamson Jr. in the CRHS Healing Garden.

vannunderwood.com vannunderwood, com vannunderwood.com vannunderwood.com vannunderwood.com vannunderwood. com
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JE‘EP ' =/ 4 &5
501 S Madison St. Whiteville, NC

910-642- 20 0]0) PEOPLE'S

CH*ICE
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vannunderwood.com vannunderwood.com

pmm R s——

Vann Underwood has been
serving the citizens of this
commmunity since 1976.
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For expert advice, the best selection,
and the best deals in the area,

come and shop with us!

COX) Cox Warehouse Discount Furniture

WABCHARES BEEAA carries several top inclustry brands

FURNITURE to furnish any room of your home
O Vuess Gollnics from bedrooms to home ofﬁces in style.

www.coxwarehousediscountfurniture.com

, OVER °,
. 160,000
- COMBINED
SQUARE FT.

o | [BLane |[rrgzer | Asniey] [ | [

COX WAREHOUSE COX FURNITURE & COX QUALITY
DISCOUNT FURNITURE MATTRESS GALLERY HOME FURNISHINGS
1423 N. JK Powell Blvd. 3501 Fayetteville Rd. 128 Country Club Dr.

Whiteville, NC 28472 COX WAREHOUSE  [ymberton, NC 28358 COX BEDDING Oak Island, NC 28465

Phone: (910) 640.2900  MATTRESS GALLERY  phone: (910) 536.1773 CENTER Phone: (910) 457.4404
1415 Old Hwy 17 N. 4576 Long Beach Rd. SE

N. Myrtle Beach, SC 29582 Southport, NC 28461
Phone: (843) 281.0141 Phone: (910) 454.0646
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LOWER CAPE FEAR LIFECARE
MET US WHERE WE WERE
ON THIS JOURNEY.

“They brought not only an extra set
of ears and eyes but compassion.
They were just as concerned about
me as they were about him.”

MARY GRACE WHITE
Wife of Hospice Patient Harry White

\Q’LOWER CAPE FEAR

LifeCare

Your journey. Our mission.

LifeCare.org | 800.733.1476

AUTOMOTIVE “*=

SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY
STARTING FALL 2022!

Start your path toward becoming an
Automotive Tech at SCC!

We will prepare you for full-time
employment in dealerships and
repair shops in the automotive
industry.

Classes start on August 16.

ENROLLMENT OPEN

Questions?
Student Services
at (910) 788-6279.

Schedule an
appointment anytime:

Spring & Summer 2022 | 954 | 75



954 EEVENTS

35TH ANNUAL CoLuMBUS COUNTY
FIREWORKS CELEBRATION
Fripay, JuLy 1
SoutH CoLumMBUS HiGH SCHOOL

The Greater Tabor City Chamber of Commerce will present
its annual Columbus County fireworks celebration Friday, July 1,
at South Columbus High School’s athletic field. Gates open at 6
p.m. and entertainment begins at 7 p.m.

Thanks to generous community sponsors, there is no admis-
sion charge. It is a fun-filled evening with vendors providing
food and beverages for sale. No coolers, alcoholic beverages or
pets are allowed.

A variety of stage entertainment will be provided and military
veterans will be recognized and honored with fireworks flying at
9:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Fripay, JuLy 15
DowNTOWN
WHITEVILLE

Celebrate Christmas in
July in Downtown Whiteville
at Vineland Station Depot on
Friday July 15, from 5:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. Entertainment
includes live bands and wine
sampling compliments of Cape
Fear Winery & Vineyard. Craft
beer sampling is compliments
of Farmacy on Main and Sun-
drop Slushies are compliments
of Sarah Gore - Catering &
Events.

Admission is $30. Proceeds
will support the purchase of
new holiday decorations in
downtown Whiteville.

Spring & Summer 2022

FAIR BLUFF WATERMELON FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JULY 30
FAIR BLUFF

The Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival is July 30 and will
be held on Riverside Drive in Fair Bluff. Visit the festival
for a day full of melon fun including a parade, watermelon
contests, vendors, great food and activities for the whole
family.

Visit fairbluffwatermelonfestival.org or facebook.com/
fairbluffwatermelonfestival for more information.

Boys & GirLs HoOMES OF N.C. RODEO
Avue. 19,20 AnND 21
Boys & GIRLSs HOMES
Brack’s TIRE EXHIBITION CENTER
LAKE WACCAMAW

The Boys & Girls Homes Rodeo is on Aug. 19, 20 and
21. The event will begin at 8 p.m. on Aug. 19 and 20 with
gates opening at 6 p.m. Tickets are available for purchase at
the gate. The event time on Aug. 21 is still being finalized.
Visit boysandgirlshomes.org/news for up-to-date event in-
formation and times.

General Admission — $15

Military & First Responders — $12 with ID
Kids 6-10 - $10

S & Under — Free



SO0TH ANNUAL WACCAMAW SIOUAN Pow Wow
FRIDAY & SATURDAY - OcCT. 21-22
BuckHEAD COMMUNITY

The Waccamaw Siouan Indians, one of eight state-recog-
nized Native American tribes in North Carolina, will hold
their 50th annual Waccamaw Siouan Pow Wow on Oct. 21
and 22 at 7275 Old Lake Road, Bolton. Visit waccamaw-
siouan.org for more information.

Trooper
Kevin K Conner
Bridge

2022 KEVIN CONNOR MEMORIAL RUN
SATURDAY, OCT. 15§
DOWNTOWN WHITEVILLE

The 2022 Kevin Connor Memorial Run is on Oct. 15
in downtown Whiteville. Money that is raised funds the
Trooper Kevin Conner Spirit of Community and Leader-
ship Award. The racecourse begins at First Citizens Bank
at 422 S. Madison Street and travels through downtown
Whiteville and is stroller and wheelchair friendly. For
more information and to register to run, visit runsignup.
com/Race/NC/Whiteville/TrooperKevinConnerMemo-
rialRun.

THaE S1sT N.C. YAM FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, OCT. 22
TABOR CITY

The Yam Festival includes a week of events, including a
Sweet Potato Cook-off, Pageant, Sweet Potato Auction, a
Yam Gathering and Taste of Tabor. For up-to-date informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/ncyamfestival and ncyamfestival.
com.

NC PEcAN HARVEST FESTIVAL
Now. 3-5
DoOwNTOWN WHITEVILLE

Festival Events Include...

Nov. 3

N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival Queen’s Reception is 7-8:30
p-m. at Columbus County Arts Council

Nov. 4

N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. and
Tour of Homes 1-4 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. Ticketed event.

Flood Water Connection and second annual First Respond-
ers’ Burger Brawl 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Vineland Station

Nov. §

Pecan Festival Parade starts at Whiteville High School at 10
a.m.

The Pink Slips perform noon to 4 p.m. at the festival stage
located at Main and Madison streets.

Vintage Car Show in downtown Whiteville.

For more festival information, visit ncpecanfestival.com.
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SOCIAL EVENTS

EDGEWOOD ELEMENTARY 65TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Novw. 18

WHITEVILLE JUNIOR WomAaN’s CLUB March §
Arctic Alligator Plunge




CAPE FEAR FARM HERITAGE ASSOCIATION  March1820
Southern Farm Days
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SOCIAL EVENTS

SOUTHEASTERN CoMMUNITY COLLEGE April 9
President’s Ball

-

. B AN
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GREATER TABOR CiTy CHAMBER OF COMMERCE April 23
Spring Has Sprung

FARMERS UNION April 23
Springfest




SOCIAL EVENTS

‘8

N B

S
NS

v

=3 xi _
AN U e iy N
YOS .//}'I’ A/ ’//'l

/.‘)/ /P

CLOTHING DOES |
3 NOTEQUAL ;. [f

CONSENT |2

'/r"’ v g/inm . - I'// '
2 pa
QRS %’( 1\ 7%

F ‘,r
1 '7 / :‘?;ﬁ Domestic Violence & ’;’/ A
7

. L
Sexual Assault Services //v R
g ° P (910)6 R44 "\
82 | 954 | Spring& Summer 2022

o P
/) Y
S AT e

J

AR AR AN
AR

N

A

)

— X\

7,
(/ 7w,



Warm, Friendly, Compassionate

Come feel the difference

" )

Fire & Water
Restoration

Commercial
& Residential

HERR, Inc. (910)640-2607

Short-Term Rehab
= Long-Term Care
Assisted Living

Medicare & Medicaid Certified

Private & Semi-Private Rooms

106 Cameron Street 4 Lake Waccamaw (910) 646-3132

Training
tomorrows
champions

tfoday

Dr. Regina Freeman

. . Canas ot 1424 S J K. Powell Blvd.
Full Service Boarding and Show Stable Whiteville, NC 28472

Special Event Venue 910.642 1111
1861 Ten Mile Rd., Tabor City

fcwc@freemanchiropracticwellnesscenter.com
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Letters From Home by Mari B. Thompson & Bill Thompson

You may move away, but you can never leave home

Dear Dada Y.

Mia’s birthday plans are coming along. Seventeen. My Llittle girl is not so Little. She’s
two tnches taller than me! we're going to Charleston for a few days. She still Loves a car-
riage ride and is more tnterested in the history thaw she used to%e, but now her favorite
thing Ls shopping on King Street and haggling in the market.

Do You remember when you came down with us for her first carriage ride through the
city? tt was on her third birthday. Mia, Drew, Yyou and [ stood in Line it the hot Charleston
sun near the carriage house where the rides begin. The children waited impatiently in the
hot afternoon suwn, so we bought fresh squeezed Lemonade from a vewdor in the old mar-
lRet. It ran doww their Little chins and fingers. We weren't any cooler, but they thought it
was funny to wateh Mawma try to wipe their hands faster than they could get it all over
themselves and each other so were entertained wntil our turn came to climb up into the
horse-draww carriage. The breeze was cool as the horses clopped through the streets and the
children settled down a bit, Drew sitting quietly on one side of you and Mia squirming
bn my Lap. 'm glad that we got to do that, Daddy. Three generations of our Southern fam-
tly moving through an old Southern city together.

we're not Charlestonians, of course. Our history is not as cosmopolitan. Charleston is
famous for its cuisine. Our Columbus County roots taste like a strawberry You eat in the
garden while standing over the bush where it grew or a pot of boiled peanuts, salted exactly
right not by any recipe but by experience.

My favorite epicurean experience in the Holy City was a Historic Charleston Supper
club dinner t attended in the dining room of the Governor’s House tnn this spring. what
a feast! Mike Webb, a cuLLwarg historian, served just enough Madeira to Loosen the tongues
of a table of strangers from all over the world before he served an Lnteresting history lesson
to accompany the food that represented three eras of Charleston history: Colonial, Antebel-
lum and Reconstruction and beyond.

Mike knew his subject and presemted all three courses
while he explained the history of each. The colonial and an-
tebellum recipes were adaptations of Ewropean dishes, but
it was the third dish that was most interesting to me. The

® duck and sausage pilaw (pronownced purlo), a dish Mike
explained was African, Buropean, and Southern tnfluenced,
was a dressed-up version of the many plates of chicken bog 1
grew wp eating. It was the same basic recipe that was stirred
together Ln the parking Lot of the Hallsboro Volunteer Fire De-
partment fundraisers and many church gatherings before
being eaten out of Styrofoam containers with plastic forks.
The Charleston duck and sausage was cooked with Locall
grown rice and served on fine china Lato on an elegant white
tablecloth, but still greeted my tastebuds Like a favorite cous-
in at a family reunion. t had seconds. Maybe more.

l sat b the room wheve | was tolo four American presidents
have dined and considered how our family and our part of
the world are Like this dish. we took our African and Buro-

ean beginnings and mixed them with what we grew here
un the heat of this place to make something new. You can
find us at many kinds of tables, humble or grand, but we're
/ made from the same recipe wherever we are. And it tastes Like
b howe.
i Love,
Nubbin

i



Dear Nubbin,

I’m glad to see from your letter that you and Mia are going back to Charleston. I do
remember that previous trip and I do love Charleston. I like all the history and the food.
I think that trip with y’all was probably the only time I’ve been there purely as a vaca-
tion. All my other visits were for business or speéking engagements—which is business.
But I always tried to find some time to look around while I was there.

Of course, the city is more than just Old Charleston. There’s all the business and in-
dustry there, too. But it’s the Old Charleston that draws folks like us back. And I’'m
glad that Drew and Mia have had the experience of seeing a place that is a reflection of
a history of which we are a part. Certainly, Hallsboro and Charleston don’t seem to have
anything in common but if we look beyond the silverware and fine china and the impos-
ing houses on Broad Street, you’ll find people just like us. They have the same hopes and
dreams; they want to provide the best they can for their families and keep them safe.
Just because they may provide more of everything than some others, that doesn’t make
the hopes apd dreams of others any less important. That includes the folks who came up
with chicken bog in the first place.

Your compariSon of pilau and chicken bog is excellent. The taste of food has little to do
with what it is served on. As you know, Grandma Mildred used to have your Aunt Linda
and me set a formal table every once in a while when we were growing up. She said we
needed to know how to behave in formal situations. After all these years, I have eaten
in several places that were as formal as you can get, but I never have used all the china,
silverware and glasses Mama had us set out.

The environment of food does have an effect on how much we enjoy the food. Eating
haute cuisine in a fine restaurant can be a great experience, but eating a hot dog cooked
on a wire coat hanger over an open wood fire can be just as enjoyable. It really all de-
pends on the company you’re with.

I get almost as much pleasure out of a dining trip to Wilmington as I do from one to
Charleston. You’ve got the ocean and the river, old houses, great restaurants and car-
riage rides. But in Charleston, I unconsciously keep looking for some cavalier gentle-
man to come in the door with Miz Scarlett’s cousin on his arm or maybe pass their
carriage on the street. - sl

I'd love to get all y’all down here to Columbus Coun- *

ty again. I would really like to take you and Drew and = T

Mia on a mule and wagon tour of Hallsboro. There is fn ”L { " g

really a lot to see if you know what to look for. Come iy -iéf

by here on the way back and we’ll see. _ e
Love, |

Daddy



Sunday;Worship/-/8:30/and'11:00/am
Sunday;School -'9:45'am
Sunday; Evening/Worship - 6:30 pm
Wednesday'Worship - 6:30 pm
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S COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SHORT-TERM
FOR HIGH EEMND JGIS!

Your first workforce development class is FREE!

Automotive Training - NEW!
Construction Academy

Fire Academy

Electrical

Nurse Aide

Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
BLET - Basic Law Enforcement Training
AND MORE!

e+ @ @

® @ @ =

NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION MAKES IT EASY
TO ENROLL: southeasterncc-register.fundfive.com

Contact Student Services to register at (910) 788-6350.
Financial assistance is available! sy

. ¢ sconceou
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OF COLUMBUS COUNTY & TABOR CITY

RITZ CENTER

Tabor City offers the perfect setting for couples searching for a unique event center with charm and an
intimate feel. The historical Ritz Theater, after a thoughtful and modern renovation, has been transformed
into the perfect wedding party and reception venue known as The Ritz Center.

Located at 213 Hickman Road in Tabor City, The Ritz Center is the perfect location for wedding parties and receptions.
Newlyweds will long cherish the memory of celebrating their wedding day with family and friends in this
one-of-a-kind, convenient location.

Dianne Nobles Ward manages The Ritz and is happy to show you all the amenities at a very reasonable price.
It's easy to set-up an appointment to visit, just give Dianne a call at 910-653-4141.

213 HICKMAN RD., TABOR CITY | 910-653-4141
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UNCHEALTH-.

Southeastern
Top 10%
of US Hospitals !
for,Patient Safety

UNC Health Southeastern has been recognized by Healthgrades as a 2022
Patient Safety Excellence Award™ recipient. This distinction places UNC
Health Southeastern among the top 10 percent of all short-term acute care
hospitals as evaluated by Healthgrades, the leading marketplace connecting
patients and providers.

UNC Health Southeastern, a part of North Carolina’s leading public
academic health system, UNC Health, offers care for the entire
family and lifespan with a full service hospital as well as specialty
clinics and primary care clinics located throughout the region.

To learn more about our health system and the services

we provide, call 1-844-735-8864.

* * *x * *x

PATIENT SAFETY

EXCELLENCE
AWARD"

— ) | ) J R —

Q' healthgrades.

unchealthsoutheastern.org
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