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Baby Melon Princess Baby Melon Master Sweetheart

The News Reporter




Friday, July 26
7 p.m. A Fair R@fm@
with “Picor ﬂiE 2t 6
p! E$4 4 Starts at 7 p.m.)

Saturday, July 27

7-8:30 a.m. Vendor set-up
(Sponsored by the Fair Bluff
Chamber of Commerce)

7:30-9:00 a.m. Quality and
Size Contest watermelon regis-
tration (Sponsored by the Fair
Bluff Watermelon Growers As-
sociation)

2024 Watermelon Festival -- Page 2

Schedule of Events for the 2024 N.C. Watermelon Festival

on Riverside Drive, Fair Bluft

Friday, July 26, & Saturday, July 27

8:55 a.m. National Anthem
by Bobbie Jean Nance - Fair
Bluff Watermelon Festival Ma-
jestic Empress.

9 a.m. The Baby-Tiny Miss
Pageant will be held at the Fair
Bluff Baptist Church. ($5 Ad-
mission)

9:05 a.m. Watermelon Fes-
tival Hat Contest (Sponsored by
the Fair Bluff Chamber of Com-
merce) Anyone can enter.

9:15 a.m. The Cover Society
Band (Sponsored by the Fair
Bluff Chamber of Commerce)

10 am. Big watermelon
weigh-in and awards presentation
(Sponsored by the Fair Bluff
Watermelon Growers Associa-
tion)

10:30 a.m. Watermelon Eat-
ing Contests, youth and adult.
(Sponsored by the Fair Bluff
Watermelon Growers Associa-
tion)

11 a.m. Quality Contest
awards presentation. (Spon-
sored by the Fair Bluff Water-
melon Growers Association)

11:30 a.m. The Cover Soci-
ety Band (Sponsored by the Fair
Bluff Chamber of Commerce)

Noon Lunch down by the
River: Food trucks.

12:30 p.m. Fair Bluff Water-
melon Festival Parade - No entry
fee. Line up at 11:30 a.m. on Cau-
sey Road. (Sponsored by the Fair
Bluff Fire Department).

1:45 p.m. Farmerette Con-
test (Arrive by 1:30 p.m.) (Spon-
sored by the Fair Bluff Chamber
of Commerce)

2 p.m. Farmer Contest Com-
petition (Arrive by 1:45 p.m.)
(Sponsored by the Fair Bluff
Chamber of Commerce)

2:15 p.m. Little Gents Con-
test. (Sponsored by the Fair
Bluff Chamber of Commerce)

2:30 p.m. Bathing Beauties.
(Sponsored by the Fair Bluff
Chamber of Commerce)

3 p.m. Fair Bluff Rotary
Club Duck Race (Sponsored by
the Fair Bluff Rotary Club)

3 p.m. The Junior Miss-
Princess Pageant & Melon Belle

-

Contests will be held at the Fair
Bluff Baptist Church. ($5 Ad-
mission)

3:30 p.m. Recognition of
Visiting Queens (Sponsored by
the Fair Bluff Chamber of Com-
merce)

7 p.m. Teen Miss and Queen
Pageant at the Christian Life
Center at Fair Bluff Baptist
Church - 1205 Main St., Fair
Bluff ($5 Admission)

fairbluffwatermelonfestival.
org.

Welcome to Fair Bluff’s 2024 Watermelon Festival

Mayor

A Message from the Mayor ...

On behalf of our town government and citi-

Billy Hammond

zens, we welcome tourists and guests to our
fine town and community!

It is my sincere hope that you will enjoy the
many attractions we have in Fair Bluff. The
picturesque setting of the Lumber River, espe-
cially viewed from a stroll along the boardwalk,
will make photo memories to last a lifetime.
The local Depot-Museum has over a hundred
years of town history on display,including Civil
War memorabilia. Columbus County’s oldest
building is located near the American Legion,

just west of town. It is known as the “Trading

Post.”

You’re invited to browse our streets, visit
our merchants and get to know some of North
Carolina’s finest people. We love tourists and
hope your visit is a rewarding and wonderful

experience.

In the event you encounter a problem while
in our town, I welcome your comments. You
may call me at 910-649-7423 or write me at P.O.
Box 157, Fair Bluff, N.C. 28439.

Downtown Historic Fair Bluff welcomes everyone to come,
bring the family and have fun during this year’s
Watermelon Festival.

TOWN OF FAIRBLUFF

Billy Hammond - Mayor

Council Members: Randy Britt, Grayson Jarvis, Mayor Pro Tem - Clarice Faison, Ralph McCoy and Kathy Ashley, Town Clerk - Peggy Moore
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CATCH THEM AT 315 AM &

1130 ON SATURDAY, THE 27TH

WE ARE EXCITED
TO HAVE

SThe Cevdy
Secitly

PERFORMING AT THE
FESTIVAL THIS YEAR

Get ready to rock your socks off with The Cover Society Band at the
Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival Saturday, July 27. Catch them live at
9:15 a.m. and again at 11:30 a.m. for a double dose of amazing tunes.

Don’t miss out on the fun, music and watermelon madness!

Three Generations
serving
Columbus County since 1948

405 Strawberry Blvd.
Chadbourn, NC

(910) 654-3518

Enjoy the 2024 Watermelon Festival!

Traditional Services ¢ Graveside Services
Memorial Services
Cremation ¢ Qut-of-Town Arrangements

www.worthingtonfuneralhome.com

R .
B 2024
WATIRMELDH

RE@ [NJH@[PJJ WUTF'[H]
Tz

A Fair Bluff Reunion with “Plzazz” featuring The P|zazz Band will entertain
Friday, July 26, at 7 p.m. on Riverside Drive. Gates open at 6 p.m.

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Serving This Area Over 50 Years
» Water & Sewer Lines * Land Clearing
* Dozer Work « Paving « Fill Dirt

FREE ESTIMATES

General Contractor ® Licensed & Bonded

910-649-7803

CAUSEY ROAD - FAIR BLUFF
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Robert oI res in the 2023 Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival parade with
his record-breaking melon that weighed in at 224.5 pounds.

""%Eﬁ-.__:_________‘__ F ..-":'r

The Watermelon Festival Parade is set to begin at 12:30 p.m. Sat-
urday with lineup beginning at 11:30 a.m. on Causey Road. Entries
are free of charge. (Contact Fair Bluff Fire Department for additional
information.)

“HAVE A GREAT FESTIVAL.!”

FROM ALL YOUR FRIENDS AT ENROH LP GAS
e I G

m)} ENROH

L P GAS

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE WHO
WORKS ON THE WATERMELON FESTIVAL!

READY TO SERVE
| YOU WITH
ALL YOUR LP GAS
PRODUCTS

Enroh LP Gas Co., Inc.

“Your Local Family Owned Gas Co.”

FOR FAST SERVICE, CALL 910-654-5806

910-649-7220
899 Main Street, Fair Bluff

638 Brown Street, Chadbourn
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The Fair Bluff Watermelon Growers Association started the Educational Outreach Pro-
gram in April. Youth were provided watermelon plants, growing instructions and fertil-
izer. Kids are asked to bring your melons to the Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival for a
chance to win prize money and bragging rights. If still interested in growing watermel-

ons, check your local nursery or plant shop for seeds or plants.

N.C. State Watermelon Queen Haley Davis will be
attending this year’s Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival
Saturday, July 27.

why 15 million homeowners
trust their homes to

STATE FARM.

Mary B Williamson, Agent
1011 North J K Powell Blvd
Whiteville, NC 2B472

Bus: 910-642-3753
mary.b.williamson.c39:@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM 15 THERE.”
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company - Bloomingtan, 1L

State Farm Florida Insurance Company - Winter Haven, FL = State Farm Lloyds - Dallas, TX
PO4B105 12/04

Come by and visit us today at one location!
95 Bullard Lane - Cerro Gordo
Your Local One-Stop Shop

Enjoy the |
L0234
U atzrinelon .
Fectival

Bullard’s Meats/Grill

Quality Fresh Meats / Daily Grill Specials
910.654.6328

The Cement Barn

Concrete Lawn Ornaments & Garden Center

910.654.4833

The Flower Shoppe

Flowers for all occasions

910.654.4833 / 910.640.4763 (After Hours)



2024 Watermelon Festival -- Page 6

B

vy
P il

Festival founders A.J. Worley, left, and Monroe Enzor Sr.
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The tradition continues with Adam Worley and Sawyer Enzor
Strickland chairing the Fair Bluff Watermelon Contests. They
are grandsons of the founders.

Like their grandfathers, these two young men are lifelong
friends. Their agricultural roots run deep, and they have
participated in the Watermelon Festival since birth, as this
vintage photo shows. They both share a love of growing
watermelons and duck hunting. It seems only natural that
the two of them would take over the leadership of the wa-
termelon contests.

-

"RUSTIC FARM WEDBING VENUE

Located on the edge of the beautiful historic Fair Bluff, Horne Bay Farm
has a rustic natural beauty and an easy elegance. Southern charm and
Personality abound at the majestic barn, the open air pavilion overlooks
ponds and horse pastures. Contrasting elements make this the perfect
setting for any wedding or event.

h | T

¢+ Romantic Country ¢ Rustic Charm

¢+ Equestrian Elegance ¢ Country Western
Horne Bay Farm can provide you with the props
to carry out your wedding theme.

Horne Bay Farm

Kathy H. Ashley 910-840-4091
~\ Hornebayfarm.com Va
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Staff file photo by Justin Smith

Dumpin’ the ducks for the annual Fair Bluff Rotary Duck Race

FAIR BLUFF ROTARY

JULY 273
2024

(T -
{gyp $10.00 PER

TICKET

18th Annual Rotary Club Duck Race

This year, the 18th Annual Fair Bluff
Rotary Duck Race will be held on Satur-
day, July 27, at 3 p.m. The race is the sig-
nature fundraiser for the Rotary Club
of Fair Bluff. All funds raised from the
Rotary Club Duck Race are used by the
club for community services. The race
will be held as part of the annual Fair
Bluff Watermelon Festival.

The race can be viewed from the riv-
erwalk of the Lumber River, adjacent

-’ ‘

to Riverside Drive in the Town of Fair
Bluff. For more info on the Watermelon
Festival go to facebook.com/fairbluff-
watermelonfestival.

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased
by contacting any current rotary mem-
ber or online by visiting www.fairbluf-
frotaryorg and clicking on the “donate”
link.

Online ticket sales will close Thurs-
day, July 25, at 7 p.m.

‘l
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siorsCenterin
Fair Bluff

Anited BankTn
Chadbourn
-Fowler's lewelers in
Whiteville

The 2024 Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival T-shirts can be
purchased at the Fair Bluff Visitor Center, Fowler Jewelry
in Whiteville and United Bank in Chadbourn. ($12 youth
and $20 adult sizes)

.. Seeyou at the

e st sl
e

Fair Bluff

July 27t

FairBluffWatermelonFestival.org

BRUNSWICK ELECTRIC

MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION
bemc.org » 800-842-5871
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Had your annual
wellness check yet?

Schedule yours today to ’
stay sweet & healthy for the §

Walermelon Festwal!
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/.\ Advanced /.\ Advanced Pediatrics
\/ Primary Care \ & Family Care
Whiteville Leland 36 McNeil Plaza, Whiteville, NC
619 Jefferson St. 509 Olde Waterford Way 910-641-8660 or 910-640-4064
910-642-033] 910-641-8640
=
& Yo

Todd Gonzalez, MD David Martin, MD Christy Perdue, MD Amy Ransom, PA-C Christy Phillips, FNP-C
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Jeff Clarke, PA-C Marie Campbell, DNF, FNP-C  Sierra George, FNP-C
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“Enjoy this year’s Watermelon Festival”
Welco me “WE TREAT YOU FAIR - NO BLUFF’N”

i Bl | FFalr Bluff

“Our compliments to the

2024 Watermelon Growers
and all the various committees,
ueens and contestants.”
1 TB 0 o1 (Coot * Competitive Prices 910-734-2044
L Az * Special Financing

FESTIVAL! | Progams
Jeff Prince

Owner/Manager

BINS
%o\df O‘/"
PRODUCE

FARMS
FARM TO TABLE

year long r

Open 8:30 am to 6:30 pm = i B
7 days a week | .

607 North J.K. Powell Blvd.
Whiteville, North Carolina
910-640-1288

www.robinsonproducefarms.com

HM£ 4 il Time w‘t e




2024 Watermelon Festival -- Page 10

Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival

2024 Youth and Adult Quality/ Sweetness Contest Rules

. Watermelons will be accepted from the counties of Colum-
bus, Bladen, Brunswick, and Robeson in North Carolina.
Entries may also be from Horry, Marion or Dillon counties
in South Carolina.

. Growers must bring two watermelons of the same variety
to enter in the contest. The judges will have the ultimate
choice as to which watermelon they will cut to be judged.
(Please do not prep or shine melons with any type of oil.)

. Only one entry per person is allowed in the quality/sweet-
ness contest. There will be no more than a total of two
entries (four melons total) per family/farm in the youth
and/or adult division. (The entry may be in more than one
person’s name such as a husband and wife or multiple
children.)

. Each grower must bring two (2) watermelons to Riverside
Drive behind Main Street on Saturday, July 27, between
7:30-9 a.m. When watermelons are checked in, each
grower will be assigned a number, which will be placed on

PEOPLE'SE
\ 1103 W. Broad Street
910-862-3768

Phil W. Byrd, CPA

The Mews Reporters

PEOPLE’S[S
CH*ICEN
AWARDN

Best of Columbns

The birms Reporiers

PEOPLE’S g
CH%ICE)N
AWARDAE]

Best of Columbus

5.

122 Memory Plaza
910-642-6692
Matthew S. Mclean, CPA

the grower’s watermelons prior to the beginning of judg-
ing.

The overall winner, with the highest score, of the quality
contest will claim the title of the “Best Tasting Watermelon
of the Fair Bluff Watermelon Contest.”

The first place Quality Winners in both the youth and adult
divisions will be asked to ride in the Fair Bluff Watermelon
Parade. The parade will begin at 12:30 p.m. and the first
place winner must report to parade line-up by noon. (Ve-
hicle and signs will be provided for the winner to ride in
the parade.)

If additional information is needed for the quality contest,
visit the website: fairbluffwatermelonfestival.org or reach
out to us at fairbluffwatermelonfest@gmail.com

REGISTER Elig
0DAY o

FOR THE CONTEST 2£L
L]

907 N. Walnut Street
910-739-7523
John L. Grissom, Jr., CPA

Matthew S. McLean, CPA

Member:
American Institute of CPA’s
NC Association of CPA’s

www.spdouglas.com

Certified Public Accountants Serving Southeastern North Carolina Since 1941




2024 Watermelon Festival -- Page 11

Sometimes lifting the large watermelons can be a real chore for contest
co-chairs Sawyer Strickland and Adam Worley

Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival

2024 Rules and Guidelines for the Largest/Size Contest

. Watermelons will be accepted from the counties of Columbus, Bladen,
Brunswick, and Robeson in North Carolina. Entries may also be from
Horry, Marion or Dillon counties in South Carolina.

=

N

. Only one entry per person is allowed in the largest/size contest.
(Please do not prep or shine melons with any type of oil.)

w

. Each grower must bring their entry to Riverside Drive behind Main
Street on Saturday, July 27 between 7:30 — 9 a.m. When watermelons
are checked in, each grower will be assigned a number, which will be
placed on the grower’s watermelon prior to the official weighing.

4. The first place winner will be asked to ride in the Fair Bluff Watermelon
Parade. The parade will begin at 12:30 p.m., and the first place winner
with their melon must report to parade line-up by noon. (Vehicle and
signs will be provided for the winner to ride in the parade.)

Ul

. If additional information is needed for the size contest, visit the website:
fairbluffwatermelonfestival.org or reach out to us at fairbluffwatermel-
onfest@gmail.com

How big will the mega melons be in 2024?

Enjoy this year’s
AWatermelon %;estival

Choose the Straight Approach to Better Health!

Complimentary Spinal Consultation
Most Insurance Accepted

OLUMBUS &
FAMILY

HIROPRACTIC
CENTER

e DR. WILLIAM E. PREASE *
5754 Chadbourn Hwy. (1 mile west of SCC)

Call Today! 910-654-3581

CERRO GORDO
{ __7??@6@ 5%0%)

Est. 2009
CERRO GORDO, NC
910-654-5256
910-641-1828

24 Hour Towing
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Youth competitors brace themselves for Woody Strickland, holding the microphone, to announce the start of the watermelon eating contest. Be sure

to join us at 10:30 a.m. for the watermelon eating contest. (Adult and youth divisions)

Your Home.
Your Car.
Your Life.
Your Health.

BUREAU

INSURANCE

-
-
4

“3
Teddy Tedder
Agent
910-642-8206

T i |
Phil Addison
Agency Manager

910-642-8206

Wesley Varnadore
Agent
910-642-8206

Ben Worthington
Agent
910-642-8206

113 West Smith St., Whiteville / Addison Agency

Meredith Hammond
Agent
910-642-8206

910-642-8206
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Your Prescription
Your Responsibility

Two of the hardest-workin watermelon festival organiz-
ers, Judy Enzor and Kathy Ashley.

@eocmun ods

;';' MCC lockyourmeds.org/nc

Your Health Care Guardian

wwrcchealtiorg

P M DEPARTHENT OF

Marosal. T
Fassir HEARNT Sices
PARTHERSHP b S g

No matter one’s age, watermelon is a good summertime
snack.
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Plenty of vendors and food trucks will be on hand festival day
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DON’T BUY

CROP INSURANCE
e = |UNTILYOU CALL
S | 1910-642-8493

2 D.D. Cox
=¥ Agency, Inc.

| = All Risk Crop Insurance Sales and Service Since 1957
g e e “We are proud to serve the
o) el — American farmer!”
< S&l()ﬂ Slp & See Phil Gore, Sales Manager
vn. Cheryl McRae, Representative
.’M'WJAWM% CGW; ocwnewr Charlie Gore, Representative
ga tllI'd‘L ]111 27 2 02 4 Pam Stanley, Office Representative
N , . . . .
&y, ‘y ? 16 White’s Crossing Plaza, Whiteville
1() amnm - 5 ]Om An Equal Opportunity Provider




2024 Watermelon Festival -- Page 15

Fun & Games

Strike out with seeds & stripes

Make watermelon bowling pins with empty, 2-liter plastic bottles. Using a

16-0z. bottle of acrylic paint, sguirt a small amount of paint inside a plastic
bottle and shake until the interior is coated. Repeat w th other bottles. Add
a line of hot glue to the caps before replacing. Faint the caps red and wrap
the bases with green painter's tape

Draw stripes on the tape and seeds on the bottles
with green and black permanent markers. Set up
the pins, and let kids gently roll the watermelon
bowling ball. It's great motor skills practice!

Bonus Math! =

When setting up pins, look up how ‘
mich each one is worth and draw
numbers on them. Kids add up
the fallen pins to see who wins.

Content from the National Watermelon Promotion Board

Easy peasy watermelon squeezy

For this watermelon sensory squish bag, add % cup
of clear hair gel and a few drops of red food coloring
{for flesh and juice! to a resealable plastic bag. Then,
drop in some dry black beans for the seeds

Seal it securely shut with duct tape before adding
a second layer of grecr‘ painter's tape for the rind.
Draw stripes on it with a green ".:-:-rﬁar-eﬁt marker
Smoosh all the ingredients together until well
combined,

Little fingers can squeeze, pinch and doodle
It's a great exercise for writing site words and
numbers, counting
and drawing, all
while working

on their ever-
important fine
motor skills

UNDER $150K*

NEWeBuilt HOMES STARTING

We Have Years Of Professional
Experience and Service

LAND & HOME PACKAGES AVAILABLE

(©) OAKWOOD HOMES [EITETEIIC

Hwy. 410 South, Chadbourn « Open Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat 9-6, Closed Sunday * 910-654-4128
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Visit THE NEw UrTrOowN FAIR BLUFF
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Sponsored by the Greater Fair Bluff Chamber of Commerce .
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