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The volunteers of the
N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival
Planning Committee invite old
friends and new to to attend this
year’s celebrations in downtown
Whiteville.

Our committee has arranged
to bring favorite entertainers,
some new talent and fun
activities for all ages. We’ve
worked to expand on activities
curtailed by COVID-19 or
weather in recent years.

After two years’ hiatus,
and with the help of local
homeowners, the committee
is reviving the popular Pecan
Festival Tour of Homes
following the midday Queen’s
Luncheon on Friday, Nov. 4.
Tickets to the luncheon and
home tour are available now.

A familiar smiling face
will be underneath the Pecan
Festival Queen’s crown again.
After this year’s queen selectee
had to bow out due to a family
medical concern, we asked
Pamela Young-Jacobs, the 2021
queen, to remain in place for
a second year. She is a great
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2022 festival features familiar faces

ambassador, and we feel really
good about having her in the
role of queen again.

Those who attended the 2021
festival will remember that
windy, rainy, cold weather cut
the fun short for many visitors.
We hope this year Queen Pamela
can accept greetings from her
friends and subjects all day
under more pleasant conditions.

Grand Marshal Dwight
Burleson will lead the festival
parade this year, and he will be
on hand at the Thursday evening
reception. Although in his first
year as marshal, Mr. Burleson
is well known to generations in
the area as he has maintained a
direct connection between local
children and Santa Claus for
more than 50 years.

Thursday and Friday

The public is invited to meet
the queen and parade marshal
at the free Queen’s Reception, to
be held at the Columbus County
Arts Council from 7-8:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 3.

On Friday, Master of Cer-
emonies Bill Thompson will

introduce Queen Pamela and
her court of Pecan Belles at
11:30 a.m. before the Queen’s
Luncheon. These six selected
young ladies from Central Mid-
dle School will attend the queen
as she presides over the festivi-
ties. They are Ila Simpson, Mon-
tayza McCullough, Maddalyn
Williamson, Caroline Palmer,
Jubilee Baldwin and Dennisha
Richardson. The presentation
will take place inside Vineland
Station.

Combination admission
armbands to the Queen’s
Luncheon and Tour of Homes
are $25 and are available
through Monday, Oct. 31. See
descriptions of this year’s tour
homes elsewhere in this special
section.

Saturday is the big day

After the 10 a.m. parade on
Saturday, downtown Whiteville
will be full of varied activities
for all ages. Bill Thompson will
introduce dignitaries on the
central stage at 11:30 a.m., and
entertainment will run from
noon-4 p.m., featuring beach

music from the Pink Slips Band.

The Classic Cruisers will
host a car show sponsored by
Vann Underwood Chrysler
Jeep Dodge, with prizes for car
owners and a 50/50 drawing for
the public.

Brian King of Whiteville
Rescue is organizing an EMT
competition. Vendors are still
registering, and we look to see
70-80 spaces filled. Whiteville
High School band boosters and
local restaurants will provide
the traditional burgers and hot
dogs, and committee member
Terry Mann is in touch with
a few food truck owners who
will bring in alternative menu
options.

Volunteers Melissa
Williamson and Caroline
Smith are planning Kids’ Block
activities for the 600 block of S.
Madison Street from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Saturday. Plans include
a miniature train and a clown.
Nonprofit groups are welcome at
no charge to set up areas offering
fun activities for children. They
may email Melissa Williamson

at mdjones251@yahoo.com.
Bring the family and plan to
have a great time at this year’s

festival!

With sincere best wishes,
Members of the N.C. Pecan
Harvest Festival Planning
Committee

Flimsy the clown entertains
in the Kids’ Block in 2021.
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Historic preservation group hosts open house

The Reuben Brown House
128 E. Columbus St.

The Reuben Brown House Preservation
Society announces that it will offer an open house
Saturday, Nov. 5, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

This event is in conjunction with the N.C.
Pecan Harvest Festival, and all visitors are
invited to visit the house, located 128 E. Columbus
St. in Whiteville.

The Reuben Brown House, circa 1830s, is
preserved and maintained by the Reuben Brown
House Preservation Society, a countywide
nonprofit organization. The group’s objectives
are to encourage the preservation and usage
of historic buildings and sites throughout
Columbus County as well as to encourage fine
arts countywide. RBHPS sponsors the Columbus
County historic landmark plaque program,
the Ammons Poetry Contest and other events
throughout the year.

(The Reuben Brown House will not be open
during the festival’s tour of homes on Friday,
Nov. 4.)

Recent upgrades to the house, outside kitchen
and smokehouse make the site an even more
appealing place to see, so RBHPS members urge
the public to come by on Saturday, Nov. 5.

\

JOINT PAIN?
SoftWave

Tissue Regeneration Technologies

INNOVATIVE THERAPY FOR DEGENERATIVE JOINTS AND
INJURED SOFT TISSUES

Neck & Back Pain /Joint Pain/Arthritis/Degenerative Joints/Sprains/Strains
“Bone on Bone” Joint Pain/Tendinitis/Bursitis/Neuropathy and More...

NON-INVASIVE NON-SURGICAL DRUG FREE

Free Consultation Same Day Treatment No down time

Ask about Our Inroductory Special!!!

100 E. Main Street
Whiteville, NC 28472
910.642.2481

Welcome (0 the 2022
Pecan Harvest Festival

Sam'’s Pit Stop

WHITEVILLE - 2 Locations: 503 Jefferson Street & 1707 South Madison Street
BOLTON: 1128 Green Swamp Road * HALLSBORO: 4236 Sam Potts Hwy.
LAKE WACCAMAW: Old Hwy. 74, across from post office
CHADBOURN: 101 Strawberry Bivd.
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Elegant Homes of Whiteville Tour

The Blackwell House 4 I
2488 Old Lumberton Rd.

The home of Deborah and James “Bankey”
Blackwell is a custom-built traditional design.
It was constructed in 1995 by contractor Edwin
Ezzell. The brick two-story home features an
interior with custom millwork and cabinetry.
The owners’ fondness for chinoiserie style is
apparent, as it is blended with vintage and family
heirlooms.

Deborah enjoys collecting artwork by area
artists. The upper floor has three bedrooms,
one of which is used as a den-bunkroom for the
grandchildren.

Two back entrances to the home lead out to
a beautiful patio area surrounded by amazing
landscaping and a kitchen garden.

The backyard then leads to a completely fin-
ished building. The “boat house,” as it is fondly
called, was built by Bankey to store his boat. The
interior still represents his love for all things
“Tarheels” and golf. The “boat house” is used
for gatherings and relaxing on the front porch
or fire pit.

James “Bankey” and Deborah Blackwell

DON’T BUY

CROP INSURANCE
UNTILYOU CALL
642-8493.

Vineland s D.D. Cox

Agency, Inc.

All Risk Crop Insurance Sales and Service Since 1957

Station

701 S. Madison Street, Whiteville
Available For:

* Weddings ® Rehearsal Dinners ® Receptions

* And Other Special Events
Covered Pavilion Available
Contact Susan Ellis at 910.840.2928 or 910.499.9988

“We are proud to serve the
American farmer”

Cheryl McRae Phil Gore Pam Stanley Charlie Gore
Representative Sales Manager Office Representative Representative

Whiteville, NC » 1-800-807-3339

We are an equal opportunity provider.




The Brown House
3089 Old Pine Log Rd.

The Brown home is a Frank Betz design
dubbed “Summerlake.” It features a modern
farmhouse theme throughout, with 10-foot
ceilings and 8-foot doors on the first floor and
9-foot ceilings on the second floor. The home
was built in 2019 after a fire destroyed the
original home on the property.

The first floor of the home features a study,
adining room, the kitchen, aliving room with
a coffered ceiling, a large master bedroom
with a his-and-hers walk-in closet and a
master bath that features a double walk-in
shower.

The second floor has two bedrooms with
a jack-and-jill bath, a bonus room used as a
game room/tv room and a sitting area.

The home also features a screen porch, an
open porch and a large patio area used for
entertaining.

Chris and Suzanne Brown
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Dewey Hill & Company
and HILLS Food Stores

Welcomes everyone to the
Pecan Harvest Festival

5 Locations to Serve You!
Columbus County Owned & Operated

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR
BUYS MORE!

Save Up To 40%
On Auto Insurance
With State Farm.

Mary B. Williamson
910-642-3753

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
(R}
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The Fisher House e
305 E. Oliver St.

Sept. 2, 1945, brought an end to WWIL.
Our soldiers came home with hope and
plans. They brought with them stimulation
and determination. Challenges for new
business: a brighter, richer future.

Architecture became a big chapter. The
farm houses of the country, the cottage
houses of the villages, put on a different
look.

The John Fisher House was a more
recent dwelling influenced by European
new day design.

It isnow in the process of changing from
an Italian appearance to a French exposure,
beginning with a color of French aqua trim
and a French garden sculpture. It will take
time to develop, but it has begun. Enjoy the
watch as it goes from an Italian influence
to a French statement.

John Fisher

Trusted personal service for

The Oniginal
you and your family D A LE )/ s
SEAFOOD

% % % % 4 Star Restaurant

Oysters now in Season!

107 S. Powell Blvd. (701 Bypass), Whiteville  642-5770

Ben Sauls and his staff invite you
to come see them at Village Prescription Center
for all your prescription and over-the-counter needs.

We accept all major insurance cards, and offer competitive prices.

ViLLAGE PRESCRIPTION CENTER

108 E. Old Highway 74/76 Lake Waccamaw (910) 646-3435
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00pm
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Enjoy our Delicious Pizza
& Specialty Sandwiches
After Your Visit To the
North Carolina Pecan
‘HarvestFestival

PIZZA VILLAGE

701 Business, Whiteville * 642-5812

GERRO GORDO
Body S

CERRO GORDO, NC

910-654-5256
910-770-0689

24 Hour Towing

Crncked on Broxgy WinDsHieen !

You have a choice...Replacement by someone you don't
know from out of town or....locally owned & operated

CLARK’S
Auto GLASS

Mobile Glass Service
123 East Commerce St.,
Whiteville, NC

Crark DowLess (910) 642-0134

Owner/Manager Fax: (910) 642-9716

Need Help?

Walk-ins and
All Insurance
Claims are Accepted

Your Home.
Your Car.

Your Life.
Your Health.

Helping you is what
we do best.

Across North Carolina, the Farm Bureau
Insurance Companies provide Auto protection with
prompt, professional attention and fast, fair claims

service. So for Auto coverage, as well as Home and Life
Insurance, call today for a free, no-obligation review.

FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

®

We’'ve got you covered!

Phil Addison
Agency Manager
910-642-8206

Glenn Ray
LUTCF, Agent
910-642-8206

Teddy Tedder
Agent
910-642-8206

Wesley Varnadore
Agent
910-642-8206

Ben Worthington
Agent
910-642-8206
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910-642-2000 www.vannunderwood.com
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 FARMTO TABLE 7 days a week

e 607 North J.K. Powell Blvd. Whiteville * 910-640-1288

, www.robinsonproducefarms.com

Cultivating Community.
Enhancing Lives.
Promoting Independence.
Our Family.

Your Family.
Together.

Every. Single. Day.

Liberty &
Healtgcare

Liberty-Healthcare.com
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Festival Schedule

Thursday, Nov. 3
Queen’s Reception
7-8:30 p.m.
Columbus County Arts Council

Friday, Nov. 4
Queen’s Luncheon (by advance tickets only)
Vineland Station Depot, 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m.

. - . . £ b J B
The volunteers of the organizing committee asked Pamela

Young-Jacobs to repeat her role as Pecan Queen in 2022.
Tour of Homes g P

1-4 p.m. and 5-7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 5

Car Show, Kids’ Block, First Responders’ Block,
Crafts and Arts Vendors, Food Vendors and more
Downtown Whiteville, throughout the day

Open House at historic Reuben Brown House
128 E. Columbus St., 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival Parade
Madison Street, 10 a.m.

Introduction of Queen, Parade Marshal and Belles Suzanne King, 2021 parade marshal, waves to the crowd.
Main Stage, 11:30 a.m.

Entertainment by The Pink Slips Band
Main Stage, noon—-4 p.m.

Beer and Wine Garden arts fundraiser
Columbus County Arts Council, noon-7 p.m.

Entertainment by Paleo Sun
Columbus County Arts Council, 4-7 p.m. This project received support from the North Carolina

Arts Council, a division of the Department of
Cultural Resources, with funding from the National
Endowment of the Arts.



The Landers House
227 E. College St.

The Landers home was built in 1952 by the
Powell family. This traditional-style brick
home was constructed on a sweet .35 acre lot
on College Street. The 12-room home has 3,000
square feet with custom iron gates that lead
into a backyard oasis with patio, pergola, two
car garage and two koi ponds. The property is
surrounded by a beautiful mature landscape
with a basket weave brick fence for privacy.

Several renovations have restored this
home to near perfection. As you walk up the
paved pathway to the front entrance, you are
invited to sit and rock in the rocking chairs
for the afternoon.

Upon entering the home’s foyer, you are
greeted with luscious polished hardwood
floors and a staircase leading to a master
bedroom with a spa en-suite bathroom. The
master is fit for a king, containing two walk-in
closets, a garden tub and a large floor-to-ceiling
glass shower.

The foyer also leads you into a newly reno-
vated kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
granite countertops and custom cabinetry.
Utilizing an open concept design, the home
opens up to alarge den and sunroom, featuring
afloor-to-ceiling brick fireplace with sparkling
gas logs. The doors and windows allow a view
of the backyard patio and a large Japanese

The News Reporter 2022 North Carolina Pecan Harvest Festival — Page 11

-

.

maple that provides shade and a habitat for birds and squir-
rels. A formal dining space invites you to dine with friends
and socialize in the attached traditional living room.

This home features four bedrooms and three and a half
bathrooms with laundry on the main floor, and all bedrooms

/

have nice, large walk-in closets. It has many characteristics
of traditional and modern living, but they do not take away
from the character of 1952.

Jennifer and Alinette Landers

PLATINUM

Entertainment & Party Rentals

TENTS ® TABLES ® CHAIRS ® LINENS ® STAGING
¢ DANCE FLOORS
¢ OutpooR MoVIEs ® PipE & DRAPE

(910) 914-0400

/P‘;&

North Carolina

500 Greenhill Drive
Whiteville
(Behind Lowe’s)
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The Whichard House 4

1312 Spivey Rd.

The Whichard home is a traditional
family home that was built in 2003. The
home was purchased by the Whichards
in 2019 and underwent extensive repair
and renovation work. The home features
three bedrooms and two and a half
bathrooms on the first floor and a
recreational room and a full bathroom
on the second floor.

The home has a familial theme, as
the family treasures time and memories
made together.

The home also has nautical touches
to reflect the love of the ocean.

Marc and Courtney Whichard

o

ELIZABETHTOWN
1103 W. Broad Street
910-862-3768
Phil W. Byrd, CPA

SPD<A

S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP

Jerry W. Brown, CPA  Culbert M. (Buddy) Mclean, Jr., CPA 907 N. Walnut Street

LUMBERTON

910-739-7523

Phil W. Byrd, CPA
Deborah S. Grissom, CPA

J. Llee Grissom, CPA, CFE
Julia Kinlaw, CPA

Member:

John D. Masters, CPA
Jerry G. Savage, CPA

John L. Grissom, Jr., CPA  Matthew S. Mclean, CPA

Stephen Parker, CPA
Austin Eubanks, CPA

American Institute of CPA’s

John L. Grissom, Jr., CPA

WHITEVILLE
122 Memory Plaza
910-642-6692
Matthew S. Mclean, CPA

www.spdouglas.com

NC Association of CPA’s
Certified Public Accountants Serving Southeastern North Carolina Since 1941
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Chestnutt House
106 N. Madison St.

When Patricia L. Woodard bought the Chestnutt
House at 106 N. Madison St. in April of 2018, Hur-
ricane Florence was a few months away and the
COVID-19 pandemic hadn’t happened yet. Both of
those events had an impact on the restoration of her
1927 Spanish-style house, but eventually progress
was made and the structure and the yard started
coming together.

The small, two-bedroom, one-bath home has
plenty of charm and space for entertaining. With
a living room, dining room, kitchen, den and
sunroom, plus a patio, Woodard says she has all
the space she needs. The plaster walls have been
repaired, plumbing and electrical work updated
and a new shower installed. The terra cotta roof,
not the original, was replaced after damage from the
hurricane, and the crawl space was also brought up
to date. Most of the windows have been replaced, and
what’s left to do now is to repair the hardwood floors
and patio and develop a plan for the yard.

Woodard and her cat, Mr. Gracie, feel grateful to
have been in the right place at the right time to call
this jewel their home and look forward to continuing
with the improvements.

The Chestnutt House was inducted into the
Reuben Brown House Preservation Society plaque
program in Columbus County in December 2018.

Patricia L. Woodard

Let us lelp

you grow!

SEEDS ¢ FARM CHEMICALS * FERTILIZERS

HARVEY’S SOUTHEAST

HWY. 701 NORTH WHITEVILLE 642-5872
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Luncheon armbands on
sale through Oct. 31

Admission to the Nov. 4 Queen’s Luncheon is by
advance-purchase armbands only. The armbands include
admission to the home tours that run from 1-4 p.m. and
5-7 p.m. that day.

Combination luncheon/tour armbands are $25. The last
day to purchase them is Monday, Oct. 31.

There are two places to buy the combination admission.
The Columbus Chamber of Commerce and Tourism will
be open from 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday (601 S.
Madison St., phone 910-642-3171 or 910-770-1991). The Co-
lumbus County Arts Council, 822 S. Madison St., is open
Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

On Now. 4, tour-only arm bands will be available at the
chamber office from 1-4:30 p.m. for $15.

Arts Council fundraiser provides
another way to socialize downtown

On Saturday, Nov. 5, the Columbus County Arts Council
will hold a new event offering festival-goers a way to slow
down after the hustle and bustle of the street celebrations.
Sally Mann, arts council director, has planned a beer and
wine garden from noon-7 p.m. Saturday in the courtyard
of the art gallery at 822 S. Madison St.

The event will be an arts council fundraiser. The music
groups Paleo Sun and Flood Water Connection will perform
from 4-7 p.m.

-

The Marching Wolfpack comes down
Madison Street.

Youngsters ride a train in the kids’ block
at the 2021 festival.

Growers association greets
new friends and old

Dear visitors to the 2022 N.C. Pecan Harvest Festival:

On behalf of the members of the North Carolina Pecan
Growers Association, I wish everyone a good time at this year’s
festival.

Great news is that there should be plenty of pecans available
for sale this year. Conditions during the spring and summer have
made 2022 a good year for pecans in spite of losses to Hurricane
Ian. Representatives from our organization will be on hand
Saturday, Nov. 5, to provide educational materials for anyone
interested in growing pecans. Our professionals can answer your
questions about what kinds of trees to plant as well as offering all
Kkinds of other information for growers both new and not-so-new.

We also invite you to join our association. Members have
access to educational events year-round, both live and online.
University agriculture instructors specialized in pecans will
help you learn your way as you get into the pecan business, take
care of diseases and solve other problems.

Check out the many ways we promote this important and
healthful crop at our new website, NCpecangrowers.com.

My fellow pecan growers and I look forward to seeing you
Saturday, Nov. 5, in downtown Whiteville!

John Taylor
President, N.C. Pecan Growers Association
ncpecangrowers@gmail.com

Have a great
time at the

THE MEMORY (0.=

“Since 1984” Whiteville, NC 642-5824 1-800-323-0541

After your doctor,
who should you
frust. ..

your pharmacist!

When filling prescriptions and taking care of

customers’ health needs is all you do, you'd bet-
ter do it better than anyone else. And we think
we have done it better than anyone since 1980!

BALDWIN WOODS

PHARMACY

607 Jefferson Street, Whiteville * 642-8141
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A good year for pecans’

John Taylor, president of the N.C. Pecan Growers Association, lives in Bladen
County. He told The News Reporter that, “There should be plenty of pecans available
at the festival” this year in spite of Hurricane Ian, due to unusual weather conditions
during the spring and summer.

Most pecan growers have older trees of “hardware store” varieties such as
papershells or Stuarts, Taylor said. Those older trees have poor resistance to fungal
diseases that have become common in recent years.

Taylor said that, during typical “muggy, steamy spring and summer” weather in
southeastern North Carolina, immature pecans tend to “turn black and fall off the
trees in July because of fungus.” Thus a promising crop is often reduced before nuts
can develop and ripen.

However, 2022 is shaping up to be “a good year for pecans,” Taylor said. That’s
because “This year was dry,” and “the fungus didn’t develop as it usually does.”

By the time Hurricane Ian arrived in September, the region was expecting “a
bumper crop,” Taylor said. Although many growers lost 20-30% of their nearly-
mature crop to Ian, there are “still plenty.”

Instead of waiting for an excessively dry spring and summer, Taylor said a better
way growers can beat fungus is to plant newer, more resistant pecan varieties. He’s
learned that lesson firsthand in a lifelong pecan-growing career.

“I planted some pecan trees for my father when I was little,” he said. For years,
“We never really did anything to them, but we got pecans off them.” As more fungal
diseases have become common, “We’ve lost immature nuts to a fungus called scab.”

Because of fungus, “The older varieties of pecans only produce a good crop every
five years or so,” Taylor said. He recommends that prospective growers check out
the N.C. Pecan Growers Association website at ncpecangrowers.com for the best
varieties to grow in this area and other information.

The 2021 Queen and Pecan Belles float
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