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Meet Ortho Surgeon
Dr. James Slauterbeck

Orthopedic Surgeon James Slauterbeck, MD, has
joined UNC Health Orthopedics at Southeastern
Health Park and the medical staff of UNC Health
Southeastern.

In addition to his specialty areas of adolescent
orthopedics and sports medicine, his areas of
special interest include female sports medicine,
high school and college athletic injuries, injury
risk and prevention, knee and anterior cruciate
injury risk, prevention and treatment, meniscus
and cartilage transplant, knee preservation,
and pediatric anterior cruciate ligament (ACL)
reconstruction.

“| strive to practice medicine by promoting

professionalism characterized by humility, empathy, accountability and resilience,” said Dr. Slauterbeck. "l am
passionate about helping active individuals of all ages, especially injured middle school, high school, college, and
professional athletes get back to sports safely and quickly. | value every athlete by providing state-of-the-art
operative and nonoperative treatment. My research in sports injury risk, prevention, and management allow the
athletes to actively participate in their sport long term.”

He earned his medical degree from the University of Arizona in 1988. He completed an orthopedic surgery
residency at the University of New Mexico in 1993 and a research fellowship in sports medicine and research
from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1995. He is board certified in orthopedic surgery and orthopedic
sports medicine.

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Slauterbeck at UNC Health Orthopedics at Southeastern Health Park, 4901
Dawn Drive, Suite 2300 Lumberton, call (910) 738-1065.

ﬁ UNC Health Orthopedics at Southeastern Health @] UNC Health Orthopedics
Park will welcome additional fellowship trained, board at Southeastern Health Park
certified orthopedic and medical pain management 4901 Dawn Drive, Suite 2300
physicians this summer. Lumberton, NC
Learn more at UNCHealthSE.org. (910) 738-1065

URC

HEALTH.

Southeastern

UNCHealthSE.org
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e Historic Chadbourn Bell sits in the center of our beautiful campus and is a
symbol of SCC's past, present and future. In 1980, during a special ceremony, the
Chadbourn Bell was relocated and dedicated in honor of Arthur W. Williamson, Sr.,
who donated the land for the current college campus.

As part of the 60th anniversary of SCC, we would like to RAISE THE BELL and create
an outdoor space worthy of the history that the bell represents.

We're creating an outdoor space that showcases the Bell and
all it means to our community. You have an opportunity to

make your mark on our campus by donating a brick for the
pathway beneath and around the bell.

Your brick can:

.Honor someone specin| - a teacher, gruduate,
classmate or friend

.Creute a memorial for someone who impacted
your life

.Or simply leave your name on a brick to show
your love for SCC

Not interested in a brick? Give us a call and ask about additional naming opportunities!

Southeastern

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FOUNDATION
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Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., PA.

P.O. Box 398, 1626 S. Madison Street, Suite 100, Whiteville, NC
p 910.642.2109 - fax 910.642.5958
301 West King Street, Elizabethtown, NC
4024 Oleander Drive, Wilmington, NC
1543 S Lee Hwy, Cleveland, TN 37311

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., PA. provides a full range of accounting, audit, tax and consulting
services designed to grow your business. If your company is looking to improve business operations, con-
tact one of our CPA professionals to find out what we can do for you.

Alan W. Thompson, CPA Gregory Adams, CPA R. Bryon Scott, GPA

SM
www.tpsacpas.com The GPA. Never
Underestimate The Value.s"

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

North Carolina Association of Certified Public Accountants
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

A Let’s Plan
¥ For Your Future

Alan Thompson There are so many financial products in the market and choosing the ones that best meet

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT T , : .
Financial Advisar an individual’s need can be complicated. Let us help you. We offer:

Financial Planning
Educational Planning
Retirement Planning
Estate Planning
Investment Planning

Dominion Wealth Management, LLC DOM]{NI[ON

\ 1626 South Madison St WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Webster K. Burrier, 1V Whiteville NC 28472

CALL (910)444-2266 « www.dominionwealthllc.com
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Artist Bess Hinson Taylor is pictured with two of her creations.
She is holding a wooden cutout of a Roseate Spoonbill and is
standing in front of a Yellow Swallowtail butterfly mural she
painted near the N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences in down-
town Whiteville.
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n Columbu

unty Memories

thanks for your support and kind words for what | do. Hope to keep bringing the

memories for you to enjoy. &

NANCY VARNEY:
SHARING
CorLumBus COUNTY
HISTORY ONE POST
AT A TIME

story STUART ROGERS
rHOoTOos NANCY VARNEY &
CorumBUS COUNTY MEMORIES

Nancy Varney, above, didn't realize how popular and meaningful her

Columbus County Memories Facebook page would become.

When Mark Zuckerberg and his college roommates, Dustin Mos-
kovitz and Chris Hughes, created Facebook in 2004, Nancy Var-
ney of Whiteville may have been the kind of user they imagined would
bring the social network alive in the best possible way.

Varney is the creator and sole administrator of the popular Columbus
County Memories Facebook page. With over 11,300 followers at the time
of this printing, Columbus County Memories connects people near and
far with the history of Columbus County.

“I collect and share old photographs of people and places around the
area,” is how Varney simply states her purpose for creating Columbus
County Memories in the page’s “Intro.”

-

Photos :;hared on Col

. Rease paLL [EX
= COLUMBUS LEAFS |

LEGION FIELD o

The idea of a Facebook page dedicated to sharing and documenting
Columbus County history came to Varney while she was collecting and
sharing family photos on her personal Facebook page for an upcoming
family reunion in Crusoe, the community where she grew up and which
is still home to her family. “I didn’t realize how much these pictures
would interest other people,” she said. “They wanted to hear all about
my ancestors (in Crusoe) and about the dugout canoes.”

While researching her family history, Varney started finding interesting
photos of other people and history in Columbus County. With a growing
number of followers on het personal page, she decided while isolating
during the coronavirus pandemic to create Columbus County Memories.

v

g i

umbus County Memories Facebook page from left: John Gore of Old Dock and his family working their last crop

of tobacco before retiring. Old Whiteville downtown baseball game announcement. Chadbourn Strawberry Festival Parade.
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‘Some little thing might make all the difference’

Varney creates each Facebook post and edits each photo to pro-
duce the best possible image since many originals are torn and tat-
tered. When available, she gives credit to contributors. She does not
post photos she thinks will make someone uncomfortable, and she
is quick to delete a post if she finds out it’s upsetting to viewers. She
posts as much and as often as she can, and faithful followers reach
out to check on her if she misses a day or two online.

Recently someone asked her to find out if South Carolina Revo-
lutionary War General Francis Marion, also known as the “Swamp
Fox,” spent time in Columbus County, specifically on the Wacca-
maw River.

By mid-April, 22 people had responded with comments such as
“I was told by an older gentleman some years ago that they camped
at the Edmund mill pond near Doodle Hill Road.” Another com-
mented, “I’m sure it’s legit. In the Reaves Ferry to Pireway section
of the Waccamaw River there is an area that is called Marion’s Cove.
The old timers and fishermen know the area well. I grew up being
told it was one of Francis Marion’s hiding places during the Revolu-
tionary War.” The collective voice of Columbus County Memories
followers is a powerful tool to restore the faded stories of our past.

“Nothing is too small for me (to post). Some little thing that
somebody sees might make all the difference in someone’s life,”
Varney says.

With thoughtful intention and many hours of research, Varney
has created a safe place where followers can share family photos and
memories in a community that is quick to identify forgotten details
and share their own recollections to complete the story.

Clockwise from left: Big rattlesnake in
Fair Bluff. First train to go through
Tabor City when the rail line was ex-
tended in early 1880s. Page visitors
comment to identify members of the
WHS football team. Cory Rogers (left
in photo) posted, “On this Memo-
rial Day, I choose to remember Private
Fletcher D. Smith of the 82nd Airborne
Division... a 19-year-old kid from Rie-
gelwood, N.C., who was far from home
doing what he thought was right for
his country. God bless you, my friend.
That’s all I can say.” Speed boat rides at
Lake Waccamaw.

Surrounded by family and music

Nancy Etheridge Varney is the daughter of the late Rowe and Hattie
Long Etheridge of the close-knit Crusoe community located about five
miles south of Lake Waccamaw. She married Dr. Michael Varney in 1994
after they met while working together at Columbus County Hospital. Nan-
cy Etheridge worked in the lab, and Varney served as a physician in the
emergency department. In 1994 they moved to Greensboro and Wesley
Long Hospital, and then to Wilmington in 2000 before moving back to
Whiteville in 2012.

Nancy Varney enjoyed growing up in Crusoe surrounded by family
and music, and says, “I wouldn’t change it for anything”” Residents were
known as talented musicians and skilled craftspeople who dug out cypress
boats and bowls by hand with axes and who sewed beautiful quilts and
textiles. The Crusoe Community House that was first used for community
meetings and socializing was enlarged by the Works Progress Administra-
tion (WPA) during the Great Depression to become a commercial sewing
room.

Hard work and resourcefulness were and are a way of life in Crusoe.
Farming used to be the main livelihood in Crusoe, but it isn’t so much
anymore. In 2018, floodwaters from Hurricane Florence devastated the
community. Recovery has been slow, and many residents are hesitant to
rebuild due to constant flooding

In spite of the hardships its residents have endured, today Crusoe is
home to people of many occupations and professions, Varney said. She
listed educators, health care providers, attorneys and accountants as well
as the current district manager for a major area utility. Numerous military
service people from each branch have lived in Crusoe, as well as a retired
Navy rear admiral. Varney’s intention to preserve history and family mem-

From left: Varney’s brother, Monroe Etheridge, was a talented guitarist who played in a group with well-known piano player Tony Clewis.
Etheridge (left) tragically died at age 19 from complications caused by rheumatic fever. Pictured to his right are his sister, Willa Dean Ether-
idge, and Lonnie Clewis. Etheridge family gatherings always included music. Nancy Varney's paternal grandparents, Roy Godwin and
Martine McPherson Godwin, on their farm in the Beaverdam community.
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SHARING COLUMBUS COUNTY HISTORY

Reconnecting over lost memories

Most of the content for Columbus County Memories comes from
followers who share treasured family photos and articles clipped from
The News Reporter.

Varney has shot over 1,000 photos of local schools’ yearbook pag-
es and has spent days researching historical records at the libraries in
Whiteville and Tabor City. She has over 10,000 images saved on her
phone waiting to be posted.

The North Carolina Room located at the Carolyn T. High Memori-
al Library in Whiteville has been a valuable resource for Varney while
researching local family genealogy and Columbus County history, and
she has the highest regard for the Columbus County Public Library
staff for their assistance and support.

Her dedication to the project is astounding, and she says it makes
her happy to connect family and friends with stories of the past.
“I’ve heard from people from all over the United States, Puerto Rico
and even Norway that are connected to Columbus County,” Varney
said. “One woman commented, ‘T am sitting on the beach right now
in Puerto Rico looking at your page and learning about Columbus
County.””

In the beginning, Varney discovered and shared photos from the
late Mabel Maultsby Prevatte’s collection of historic photographs
of Whiteville and Lake Waccamaw that dated back to WWI. These
photos were very popular, and Varney was pleased to see how much
people enjoyed and responded to them.

When she started posting yearbook photos, she says, “That is when
the followers came. [Columbus County Memories| blew up with the
yearbook photos.”

Varney added that people have told her, “Thank you so much for
posting this yearbook. My parents never had the money to buy one.”
Varney imagines how it would be for a student who couldn’t afford

10 | 954 | Spring & Summer 2024

Will Build Club
House At Crusoe

W.P.A. Makes Al‘ppro ria-
tion Of $9,900 For Erec-
‘tion Of Community Buil-
ding At Crusoe Island

Announteement Wit mada  1'ris

day of {he appropriation by the

A of $0,000 for the erectlon

of nit aswembly hall, dining hull,

water supply and playgrounds at
Crugoe Tsiand,

AL the lovsl WPA office, It
wisy lenened that plans are take
Wig form for the erection of these
bulldings s & community center
for the people Who lihubit Crus

IM!.
MWPA officials wald thal the
yowlng room  aL Crusoe Island
would be moved Lo the new bulld
ing when completed, and that
varlous other activities could be
c&'rmd;-w% je new club house.

Left: Outside and inside of
the WPA Crusoe Community
Building and sewing room,
including photos of Varney’s
two  great-aunts working.
Above: WPA announcement
of funding for the assembly
hall.

to buy a copy of their yearbook: They might have glanced at a class-
mate’s book at graduation, but, “They only saw it that one time and
never saw it again. [Having a digital image] would make that person
so happy.” She says people in adult care homes love to look at the
historic posts on their tablets.

North Carolina Room at the Carolyn T. High Memorial
Library in Whiteville.



SHARING COLUMBUS COUNTY HISTORY

an image of Bessie Adams. This edition featured a full-page story
about Adams’ life on the family farm with her husband, Taylor
Adams, and their 10 children. Right: 1976 Hallsboro High School
Tigers, defending N.C. 2A Baseball Champions

1961 Evergreen High School yearbook

Left: When Varney launched Columbus County Memories, she posted
photos from Mabel Maultsby Prevatte’s collection donated by her family
to the community. Prevatte’s images date back to WWI, and she is seen

Preserving and sharing history

With each post, Columbus County Memories has become a
priceless digital scrapbook of local history. Comments show how
followers appreciate Varney’s time and effort.

A fan of the page, Rhonda Bullard-Dutton of Whiteville, says,
“Nancy Varney posts a lot of memories from back in the day. Nos-
talgia fills my mind with those good old days when life was so much
simpler. We no longer have many of the hangouts. She [Varney]
has encouraged posting memories that will keep putting smiles on
your face for many years to come. Thanks, Nancy, for the memo-
ries.”

visiting Boardman in 1916.

One contributor that Varney enjoys working with is Austin Wat-
son from Council. “He is a young man. He loves old things,” Var-
ney said. “He is constantly finding things and sending them to me.”

Watson, who contributes historical photos mostly from the
Buckhead and Bolton communities, says about Varney, “I think
history is so easily lost these days, and the work Nancy is doing is
very important. Her page allows not only memories to be revived
in our elders, but our youth learn where they come from. To forget
history is to forget knowledge, and thanks to Nancy, that is being
prevented.”

Popular hangouts from “the good ol’ days”

M

WHS Sophomor; ;ﬁﬁ

1958
cers at Dupree Landing

Photos posted by Columbus County Memories contributor Austin Watson

m'\e'noﬁbgmw, Colwmbees Cousdy Agriculussl Eoies.
shon Servier bartioublure

Lot said Uher eariiee cobl pell]

Leﬁ New Hope Baptist Church in Buckhead. Haywood McKoy. Wat-
son’s second great-grandfather Joseph Freeman was born in Waccamaw
Township in 1866 and died in the Buckhead community in 1920.
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From left: Then & Now photos. Burns Law Office in Whiteville, circa 1896. Dr. James Williamson owned 908 Pinckney St. (206 Pinckney back
then) in the 1890s, selling it to his mother- and father-in-law. Over time it was sold to the Soles, Grady and Burns families. In 1926 the Burns
family practiced law on the first floor, and in 2014 Susan and Bill Wood purchased the home. The Cold Storage building circa 1912. It was a
store. The News Reporter maintained its offices on the second floor until the 1920s, when it built its first dedicated building on Madison Street.
The News Reporter’s press was in Vineland at Shulken Brothers Hardware. Cold Storage building photos and information provided by Fuller

Royal and Adam Williamson. Colored photo by Adam Williamson. Cold Storage building in later years.

Popular posts

Varney enjoys matching “then and now” photos sent in by follow-
ers. Several in a series in Whiteville include the Columbus County Li-
brary Bookmobile, Burns Law Office and the offices of W. Greene,
PLLC, that was built by the Memory-Culbreth family and known as
The Oaks.

Photos of popular businesses, including some that are no longer
operating, are fan favorites, and Varney has discovered that yearbook
“ad” photos are an excellent source of some of the best images of
landmark businesses to be found.

PIERCE
AND
COMPANY

"For All ¥

Hallsboro, North Carc

In her research, she found photos of the New York Restaurant,
which was once located on Madison Street in Whiteville where the
Columbus County Chamber of Commerce now sits. It was a popu-
lar lunch destination in the ’60s, and followers have shared photos,
menus, and memories of eating there. Many note the checkerboard
sidewalk in front.

Some of the oldest history in Columbus County is recorded in
group photos taken in front of churches and family homes. Var-
ney says followers help identify individuals in the photos, and several
have reached out to say they have been able to see an image of a

4 @\\‘/‘b

DAIRY QUEEN

Landmark Businesses - top row from left: Bolton Hotel and Clarida’s Barber &

-

e s

Ha;'fstyling Shop in Whiteville. Center row from left: Pierce &

Co. in Hallsboro and Powell Warehouse in Fair Bluff. Bottom row from left: Ward'’s Friendly Grocery in Nakina, Dairy Queen in Whiteville

and the restaurant at the original Chadbourn Motel circa early 1960s
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Church photos often show the congregations. Top: St. Mark’s was
the first church in the Buckhead community. Bottom: Ward Sta-
tion Church of God, Rough and Ready Road, Chadbourn.

long-lost family member for the first time in these photos.

After the launch of Columbus County Memories, Varneys says
posting yearbook photos, “..brought people together and con-
nected them.” Schools and libraries have worked with her to give
her access to yearbooks. “I spent four days in the library in Tabor
City taking photos of yearbooks,” Varney said. Followers have
kept her well supplied in hard-to-find editions, too.

Sports have long been a passion in Columbus County, and
sports photos always bring a lot of comments with memories of
favorite coaches, teammates, friendly rivalries and significant wins.

The history of Columbus County would not be well repre-
sented without including the legacy of farming, especially during
the tobacco years. Naval stores, strawberries, sweet potatoes, soy-
beans, corn and tobacco have been major players in the county’s
farming economy.

The ECU Digital Library is home to a 1945 book, “Facts About
Columbus County,” written by B. Gordon Lewis and published by
The Columbus County News in Chadbourn. The book explains,
“The tobacco industry was first introduced into the county about
1896, but [the crop] was not successfully grown or marketed until
about 1914. Fair Bluff was the first town in the county to have a
market.”

Farming photos posted on Columbus County Memories evoke
memories of family and friends working together in the fields and
selling goods at the market.

Some of the best posts on Columbus County Memories cap-
ture “day-in-the-life” images that at the time probably didn’t mean
much, but which are treasures today. As Varney says, “The small-
est thing can bring back memories long forgotten.”

For a project that Varney took up with modest expectations, she
says Columbus County Memories has made many more people
happy than she ever imagined. She plans to keep sharing photos
and memories of Columbus County, she says, “as long as the inter-

Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linens, Staging,

Dance Floors, Outdoor Movies,

Pipe & Drape

PLATu\JUM

(910) 914-0400

Serving Columbus County & Surrounding Areas

Spring & Summer 2024
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SHARING COLUMBUS COUNTY HISTORY

est continues.” With so much rich history,
photos, and stories of Columbus County
yet to be found stored away in shoeboxes,
scrapbooks, yearbooks and cedar chests,
I think that interest and that sharing will
both continue for a long time.

Check back often for Varneys latest trea-
sures on Columbns County Memories. The
easiest way to share your historical photos
and information is to message her on Face-

book at Columbus County Menmories.

How CAN YOU SUPPORT
YOUR COMMUNITY?

Movies on Madison
3rd Friday of the Month
May - Sept. at Dusk

Give the Gift of Knowledge
$50 provides one class to
receive one school program
at the museum

Museum is available for
Event Rentals

All proceeds go back to
the museum to
benefit the community!

Tuesday - Saturday 10 am -4 pm
Free Admission
415 S. Madison St., Whiteville | 910.788.5100

\NORTH CAROLINA
Museum of Natural Sciences

AT WH I TEV I L L E
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Top row from left: Boyd Thompson, a talented artist known for his
steady hand painting business signs. The 1970 Williams Township
High School yearbook dedicated to Coach ].D. Gore. Second row:
SCHS bowling team at 701 Bowling Lanes in Whiteville. Columbus
County Library when it was located on Chadbourn Hwy. Third row:
SCC Foundation Annual Fund Drive Leadership Team. Students at
Guideway School around 1948. Bottom row: Old artesian well at the
river bridge in Crusoe. WHS Basketball 1969 conference champions
varsity tri-captains David Dutton, Reggie Royals and Donnie Viets.




Bright Ideas

EDUCATION GRANTS

v

Have a creative idea?

Our grants can help! BRINSWICKELECTRC

Teachers, you can apply for a grant for up to $2,000 for your classroom
project that needs funding. Last year, Brunswick Electric distributed $34,145
to local teachers, and this year, you could be one of them.

Visit bemc.org/bright-ideas-grants to apply, now through September 15.
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Vann Underwood Chrysler Jeep Dodge
501 S. Madison St. Whiteville

Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Ready to drive a true off-road legend? Visit Vann Underwood Chrysler
Jeep Dodge in Whiteville and check out this 2024 Jeep Wrangler 4-door
Rubicon 392 that sports a 6.4L V8 SRT HEMI MDS engine, 4WD with
Hydro blue pearlcoat exterior and red/black interior. It comes fully loaded
with features for comfort and safety. Stop by the dealership or call 910-
788-3380 for more information.

@s y» T ~—,
Artist Sally Medford will show her current work in the “Another.
Assignment” show. Right: A piece she created as a student

Columbus County Arts Council

Bannerman Art Students Show: “Another Assignment”
Artists’ reception Saturday, June 15

910-640-2787

Columbus County Arts Council will host a show June 15—July 19 with artwork created by
students of well-known local artists Mark and Mary Louise Bannerman. The Bannermans
moved to Whiteville 40 years ago and have taught art in our community and schools for
over 30 years. Former students who would like to participate in the show can contact Sally
Mann at ccarts1976@yahoo.com or call 910-640-2787. The deadline to drop off art is June
7. The artists’ reception is Saturday, June 15, 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Columbus County Arts

Council, 822 S. Madison St. in Whiteville.

The Tilted Bucket Florist
500 S. Madison St. Whiteville

_’u.!“_ A |

Monday — Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 80
910-207-6278

Located in downtown Whiteville, The Tilted Bucket Florist special-
izes in gorgeous fresh arrangements, holiday and seasonal wreaths,
silk arrangements and custom door hangers. Stop by to speak with
a professional designer and create the perfect floral arrangement for
any occasion, or call 910-207-6278 to place your order.

Fowler’s Grill

211 Hickman Rd. Tabor City

Open daily except Wednesday and Sunday, 7 a.m. to
3 p.m.

Nothing beats a Fowler’s Grill hot dog all the way with an
ice-cold Sun Drop, except maybe adding a cheeseburger to
the order. When you are in downtown Tabor City, a visit to
Fowler’s is a “must-do.” They are known for their delicious
grilled hot dogs and burgers, ice-cold drinks, friendly service
and fair prices.




A Sweet Discovery Market & Cafe
Expected to open in July at Uptown Fair Bluff, 1001 Main St.
Currently taking orders at A Sweet Discovery on Facebook

Jessica Pallitto, owner and operator of A Sweet Discovery in Fair Bluff, creates custom and delicious
charcuterie boards, dessert tables for small and large events, decorative cookies and cakes, assorted
cookie arrangements, chocolate-covered strawberries, dessert boxes and party favors for all occasions.
Pallitto plans to open A Sweet Discovery Market & Cafe in July in the new Uptown Fair Bluff busi-
ness district with an expanded menu and a market full of unique products such as natural soaps
and candles, fresh flowers and herbs, dried meats and cheeses, jams, honey and fresh eggs. She looks

forward to being a part of Fair Bluff’s business district.

Fuller Royal Photography
622 S. Madison St. Whiteuville

Here is a beautiful splash of color from PPA Master Photographer Full-
er Royal, who plans to turn his part-time portrait business into a full-
time studio operation in downtown Whiteville in July. The opening is
a long-anticipated goal for Royal, who started in photography in 1974.
His award-winning work includes high school seniors, brides, children,
toddlers and families. The studio, which is already booking sessions, is
at 622. S. Madison Street. The phone number is 910-770-1834.

Singletary Small Engines
9511 James B. White Hwy.
Whiteville
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday
7:30 a.m. to noon

910-642-3278
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Singletary Small Engines in south Whiteville is family owned and operated
and carries a large selection of outdoor power equipment. Their knowledge-
able staff will help you find the perfect tractor or landscaping equipment;
landscaping supplies such as mulch, sand and river rock; welding supplies;
and the repair parts you ve been looking for. They carry all the major outdoor
power equipment brands, with many in stock to help you get started on your
next project.

Purple Pepper Plant Shop

27200 Andrew Jackson Hwy. E. Delco
Tuesday — Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
910-655-8400

The Purple Pepper Plant Shop in Delco, owned by Ed
Wagner and operated by his daughter, Crystal Purdue,
and her husband, Kale Purdue, carries a wide variety
of houseplants, tropicals, trees, shrubs, bedding plants,
native plants, bougainvilleas and aquatics. Subscribe
for notices at purple-pepper.com for upcoming plant
classes on potted plant design for adults and children,
medicinal plant uses and more. Call 910-655-8400 or
stop by to see their seasonal selections for your land-
scape and garden.
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Yogi Bear fishes with a boy in one of Daddy Joe’s ponds.

he official name of the 350-acre campground at 626 Rich-
ard Wright Rd. is Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park at Daddy
Joe’s. The campground website calls it Tabor City Jellystone.

However, “Longtime campers call it Daddy Joe’s,” said Rebec-
ca Murphy, former manager and now marketing director.

That’s because it started out 25 years ago as Daddy Joe’s Fish-
ing Hole, named after the owners’ father, Joe Coleman.

Murphy herself calls the getaway “a hidden gem,” saying, “A
lot of people think, ‘It can’t be that exciting,” based on where it’s
located. But our owners are pretty innovative. Every year they put
something new into the park.”

On a Saturday in April, co-owner Rick Coleman gave 954 Mag-
azine a tour of the grounds, including stops to talk with some
of the guests who were lounging, strolling, using the pool and
eating ice cream. Campers interviewed included an extended fam-
ily group that’s vacationed at Daddy Joe’s for decades, younger
families just establishing a camping habit, an empty-nester enjoy-
ing the fresh air while telecommuting to a job hours away and a
party of first-time visitors from Massachusetts camping with a
newborn baby.

“Every week the crowd flips,” Coleman said as he navigated
the next bend in the road. “The dynamics change every week.”

Growing up camping
During the coronavirus pandemic, “Camping blew up,” Mur-
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phy said. “It was something people could do outside while they
were furloughed.” Camping became “just a lifesaver for some
people.”

Daddy Joe’s was ready for the camping wave. In 1999, broth-
ers Rick and Joey Coleman had converted a large part of their
tobacco and corn fields and pastures into a hunting and fish-
ing preserve. Daddy Joe’s gradually “evolved organically” into a
campground, Rick Coleman said, because visitors wanted to stay
on the land while hunting or fishing there.

Although the campground’s ice cream shop boasts a trophy
wall full of deer heads, birds and fish harvested on the premises
during the eatlier years, “We do not allow hunting at the camp-
ground anymore,” Murphy said, “just catch-and-release fishing”

Among Daddy Joe’s longtime campers is Tim Carter of Ocean
Isle Beach. “We’ve come every year since 2002,” he said as he sat
in the shade of his family’s RV. “It’s grown. We love the fishing,
love everything”

His daughter, Ashley Bradsher, a first grade teacher in Bruns-
wick County, “grew up camping here,” she said. “There weren’t so
many amenities then, but I had fun playing with my friends. Now
it’s really special to me because I get to bring my own family here
and continue that tradition for my little boy.”

Elliott Bradsher, 3, “loves riding a golf cart and loves the
splash pad,” his mother said.



Donny Osborne of the Harnett Sudan Racers was watching
fellow Shriner Leslie Jackson cook chicken on a grill fashioned
out of a burial casket on a grass patio surrounded by four RV
hookups. Osborne said there were “lots of things for kids to do,”
and the 30 people in the Shriners group were “hanging out and
eating well. Stay and have lunch with us!”

What’s there?

In 2004 Daddy Joe’s became affiliated with the Jellystone
Park brand, which now has “about 76” Yogi Bear camp resorts
in North America, Murphy said. The camping chain’s trademark
bear characters — Yogi, Boo Boo and Cindy — attend story
times and interact with young campers.

Campers can hike miles of nature trails on their own or join in
on activities like volleyball, basketball, cornhole, horseshoes, gaga
ball and zombie tag. Mini golf and other recreational activities are
built into the camping price.

Opver the years, Rick and Joey Coleman have added attractions
including three swimming pools, an “Aqua Play” area with water
slides and other splashy features, miniature golf, a playground and
an outdoor strength training gym.

“We’re constantly trying to raise the bar,” Rick Coleman said.

Who’s there?

As a result of all the recreational options, “We get a melting
pot of visitors,” said Coleman. “We get biking and hiking enthu-
siasts, and we have city folks who want to watch TV all weekend”
in a peaceful environment.

Even the turtles basking peacefully in the sun at the fishing
pond draw admirers, he said. “It’s surprising how many people
love to look at our turtles.”

Murphy said summer is the busiest season, but, “A decent
number of older travelers stay with us multiple weeks at a time”
during the winter.

The majority of Daddy Joe’s guests come from Horry and Co-
lumbus counties, Murphy said. She added, however, that, “Many
people from all over come to camp with us. We had a large family
from Ukraine in March.”

While some long-distance visitors choose Daddy Joe’s for its
proximity to the beaches, Murphy said, they also support Colum-
bus County restaurants and other businesses. The campground
provides guests with information about recreational opportuni-
ties and attractions outside the boundaries of Daddy Joe’s.

Murphy said the camp resort has even helped entice some
guests to settle down permanently. “We also have many campers
who visit us to camp and then end up building and buying homes
in the county because they fall in love with the area,” she said.

D -
Rick Coleman stands beside Michelle Hairfield of Martinsville, Vir-
ginia. On Hairfield's frequent trips to see her daughter’s family, she
uses Daddy Joe’s as her home base.

The Sudan Shriners from Harnett County socialize while waiting for
lunch to be ready at one of their quad sites.

The Longbottom fan;ily from Wilmington was spendig their “third
or fourth” visit at Daddy Joe’s and called it “an exciting place.”

— 7

Children climb on the playground equipment at Daddy Joe’s on an
April Saturday.
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CAMPERS FROM NEAR AND FAR

The Creamery serves ice cream and coffee. It's the

campground open to non-guests.

Abby McCleney, left, and Courtney Grainger work in The Cream-
ery at Daddy Joe’s. Right, Clerk Emma Parker pumps up a rubber
ball in the store.

Add-ons

In addition to the included amenities, some guests opt to pay
for golf cart rental or craft classes. Another add-on treat is to get
breakfast, cookies or s’mores delivered to a campsite by Yogi or
another of the bear characters, Murphy said.

A la carte food options are the Creamery and a take-out grill.
There’s a camp store where guests can purchase T-shirts or the
toothpaste they forgot to pack. Emma Parker of Whiteville, now
in her fourth year working at Daddy Joe’s, said the store’s most
popular items are firewood, worms, drinks, clothes and plush
bears.

The Creamery is the first building people see when driving
onto the property and the only amenity open to the outside
public. It’s served ice cream since 2011 and made-to-order cof-
fee drinks since 2022. Hours vary by season. The ice cteam is
blended and churned on site.

Scooping ice cream when 954 Magazine arrived were Courtney
Grainger of Tabor City, now in her third year at the campground,
and Abby McCleney, who started her first season there in March.

During peak season, Daddy Joe’s has around 50 employees re-
porting to work per day, Murphy said. Many are students working
on their summer break. Daddy Joe’s recruits workers by holding
at least two job fairs a year. The company reaches out to high
schools in Columbus and Horry counties and to Southeastern
Community College.

In her 10 years working for the campground, Murphy has seen
16-year-olds come for their first job, then return summer after
summer until they graduate from college.

“We get to see them grow up into a totally different person,”
she said. “It’s so great to be part of their lives.”

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR CHRIST

910-445-0460
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The Carr family from Wilmington walks past the pond.
Home away from home

Michelle Hairfield, formerly of Tabor City and a longtime friend
of the Colemans, now lives in Virginia but camps at Daddy Joe’s
several times a year to spend time near her daughter’s family.

“There are two grandkids involved, so we make it as fun as pos-
sible,” Hairfield said. The children enjoyed visiting their grandmoth-
er’s yurt before she “graduated” to a cabin. “We made up our own
holidays,” she said, like “Betwixtmas,” which falls between Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day. “We had a big celebration.”

Murphy said she likes to see visitors create their own special
times on the trails or around a campfire.

“There’s a large group — about 50 people — that come and stay
about a week before Thanksgiving,” she said. The people live locally
but like to gather at the campground as their shared gathering place.

Jeff Daw looks after his grand-dog Gracie at a tent camping site while
the rest of the family are busy.

The “Friendsgiving” celebrators reserve sites close together and
drift from one to another visiting, Murphy said. They collaborate to
prepare a feast complete with turkeys and side dishes. “They could
do this at home in their backyards, but they choose to come to us,”
Murphy said.

She’s heard first-time guests say that camping was something they
never thought they’d be interested in, but, once they gave it a try,
they discovered that it “created more family time outside, whether
they were riding bikes or sitting around the fire.”

Murphy said those together times are what keeps bringing guests
back to the campground: “It’s just the simple things.”

The address for Daddy Joe’s website is taborcityjellystone.com, and the
phone number is 877-668-8586.

McNEILL’s
PHARMACY

One of the oldest pharmacies in North Carolina
serving Columbus County since 1875

620 JEFFERSON ST., WHITEVILLE, NC

Drive thru for your convenience

(910)642-3065

mcneillspharmacy.com
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CoLuMBUS COUNTY ENTREPRENEURS
MARKET HERITAGE SAUCE RECIPES

story GINGER LITTRELL
rroros GINGER LITTRELL & ASHLEY BULLARD

Standing between grandparents Judy and Rick Bullard, Jenna Wilson, 10, holds a bottle of wing sauce her grandfather named after her. Per-

haps the grandkids will continue to produce “Papa’s recipe” for future generations. (photo by Ashley Bullard Photography)

he fictional Judge Matthew Baldwin bequeathed quite an

inheritance to his daughters Mamie and Emily. For nine
seasons of “The Waltons,” the ndive spinsters continued bottling
and sharing “Papa’s recipe” with friends on the mountain. The all-
purpose elixir that emerged from their genteel still was guaranteed
to make a good day better, revenuers or no.

Ricky Bullard, Alex and Walt Munroe and Alan Gerald aren’t la-
dylike bootleggers in lace, but all have done something similar to
make good meals better with special sauces that pay homage to
their kinfolk.

Folks from near and far have discovered the flavorful sauces cre-
ated in Columbus County through social media, word of mouth or
tasting them in restaurants. For many, they’ve become “the recipe”
to take dining to a whole new level.

Bullard’s sauces bring smiles for miles...

With a population of fewer than 140 residents, Cerro Gordo
owes a lot to Ricky Bullard and his family for providing a one-stop
shopping experience. Some folks describe Bullard’s Meats as the
“Cerro Gordo Mall.” Customers can pick up breakfast or lunch
at the grill, grab a few staple groceries, buy a variety of fresh lo-
cally sourced meats, enjoy Bullard’s homemade ice cream, shop
the clothing boutique, select flowers and gifts from the florist or
choose a piece of concrete yard art from a selection of 1,300 de-
signs. “Every little business has its own niche,” says Bullard.

But what really excites him are the sauces and rubs he’s devel-
oped that will enhance any variety of meat. After visiting popular
barbeque restaurants with his family, Bullard says he’ll put his sauc-
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es up against any others on the market. “I visited Buc-ees to taste
their brisket, and mine is second to none,” he said. When he posted
a Facebook photo of his family at a popular barbecue restaurant, a
friend asked if he’d taken a bottle of his barbecue sauce there with
him. “My sauce is BETTER!” he answered. He keeps two bottles
of Sweet Baby Ray’s Barbecue Sauce near his display of sauces as a
comparison to his Sweeter, Thicker Sauce. “I tell my customers, if
they love Sweet Baby Ray’s, they’ll like mine even better,” he says.

Bullard takes pride in the trial-and-error process it took to build
his business and perfect his products and is thankful for the sup-
port he had along the way. “I give the Lord and my mama credit for
my business success,” he says. “My mama (Carrie Bullard) pastored
Boardman Pentecostal Holiness Church for 23 years and always
told me, ‘Ricky Boo, I’'m prayin’ for you!” My daddy, James Peck’
Bullard, opened Whiteville Meat Market in the 1970s and butch-
ered his own hogs. I'm doing a lot of the things he taught me.”

After Bullard’s mama passed away at 95, he treated his daddy to a
yearly birthday pig pickin’ and invited anyone who wanted to come.
“That’s when I came up with the vinegar-based recipe. It had 20
ingredients in it, and I made 50 gallons of it before I got it right,”
Bullard said. He started bottling and selling it around 2002, fol-
lowed by a 12-ingredient sweeter, thicker sauce in 2015. “Our sauc-
es are always cooked low and slow;” he said. “I’'m very satisfied with
them now.” Several years ago, Ricky created a third sauce, “Jenna’s
Wing Sauce,” named for his granddaughter. Another popular item
on the store’s shelf is “Ricky’s Rub,” suggested for seasoning pork,
chicken or beef.



What’s next? Bullard never seems to run out of new ideas, says
wife and business partner Judy Bullard. “The wheels are always
turning,” she says. Eatrlier this year the business released a vatiety of
pre-wrapped sandwiches, and it is now offering a variety of home-
made cakes. Ricky Bullard is working on two new sauces, a brisket
sauce and a steak sauce.

Friends and customers enjoy following the Facebook photos and
videos Bullard posts, especially on Thursdays, to show folks what’s
cooking for the weekend. He ends the video with a personal invita-
tion: “Come eat with us!”

When Darryl Little of Lumberton saw a Facebook post for Bul-
lard’s, he was curious. “I had to see this place,” said Little. “I had to
beg my wife to go with me, and after we got there, she didn’t want
to leave.” Little purchased a variety of locally sourced meats, which
he said was the main reason for driving the distance. “I wish we had
this in Lumberton!”

A former construction contractor, Bullard lives on the 120-acre
former tobacco farm where he grew up. The Bullards’ son Matthew
Bullard, daughter Ashley Bullard and daughter-in-law Amber Bul-
lard are a big part of the business. The grandchildren — Alex, Jenna
and Conner — are never far away from the action. Eight-year-old
Conner directed a recent visitor to the grill. “You gotta go get one
of our cheeseburgers! It’s my favorite,” he said. Then he motioned
to the fresh batch of blueberry ice cream in the nearby freezer. After
tasting a sample, the first-time visitor became a frequent shopper.

Bullard’s Meats is located at 95 Bullard Lane, Cerro Gordo. Busi-
ness hours are 7 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 7
a.m. until 2 p.m. Saturday. The telephone number is 910-654-MEAT
(6328).

Alan Gerald raises a ‘toast” to a portrait of his mother, Lois Gerald,
in the front dining room of Dale’s Seafood in Whiteville. A former
home economics teacher at Whiteville and Chadbourn high schools,
Lois Gerald was admired as a strong businesswoman and a treasured
friend of many.

HERITAGE

Alan Gerald fills his first commercial bottle of Dale’s Seafood Sauce
from the cooker.

Whiteville landmark bottling ‘Mama’s recipe’

Dale’s Seafood has been a Whiteville landmark for nearly 50 years.
Opened in 1977 by Dale Gore, the business was sold to his faithful
friend and employee Lois Gerald in 1989. Her son Alan Gerald liter-
ally grew up in the business, becoming a perfect fit to take the helm
after Lois Gerald passed in 2020.

“Mama worked here while she was teaching home economics at
Whiteville and Chadbourn,” recalls Alan Gerald. “I’ve worked here
since I was 10 years old.”

A staple condiment in any seafood restaurant is cocktail sauce,
and Lois Gerald had the recipe down to a science.

For a few years, Alan Gerald had been thinking about selling the
sauce. His friends Alex and Walt Munroe of Whiteville are experi-
enced sauce-makers themselves, and they encouraged him.

“Alex has it going on and likes to do stuff,” Gerald said, “so he
suggested bottling it at his distillery [in Bladen County]. Of course,
Wialt is always excited about a new idea and said, ‘Let’s do it!””

Gerald said he had to make some mathematical adjustments to
the recipe. “I usually made it a gallon at a time for the restaurant,
and it takes 10 gallons to fill 108 bottles. I had to use the math skills
I learned at Whiteville High School from my teachers, Mrs. Dottie
Hill and Mrs. Diane Edmunds,” he chuckled.

Gerald suggested naming the family recipe “Seafood Sauce” in-
stead of cocktail sauce because it complements any type of seafood.
Each recipe is hand mixed and cooked, and the bottles are filled,
labeled and sealed by Lacy Loan, who stays busy cooking and bot-
tling a variety of products for the distillery. The sauce was released
for retail sale in late February, and Gerald’s customers enjoy taking a
bottle home after their meals. It’s available for sale at the restaurant
and at Cape Fear Distillery’s gift shop in Elizabethtown.

As the excitement builds for Seafood Sauce, Gerald says he plans
to enter it in the 2024 International Craft Sauce competition in Las
Vegas.

Dale’s Seafood is located at 107 South JK Powell Boulevard,
Whiteville. Business hours are Monday through Saturday, 11 a.m.
until 9 p.m. The telephone number is 910-642-5770.
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HERITAGE SAUCE RECIPES

BBQ sauce so good it should be outlawed

Homer Munroe would be proud of his grandsons Alex and
Walt Munroe for what they’ve done with his old barbecue sauce
concoction. It’s another example of entrepreneurs taking a rec-
ipe from the family vault and refining it for the marketplace.

And in this case, the “recipe” really does have a bootleg pedi-
gree.

The Munroe brothers developed two barbecue sauces —
White Dog Prohibition BBQ Sauce with Moonshine, a mod-
erately thin vinegar-based sauce, and White Dog Prohibition
BBQ Sauce with Bourbon — a thicker, sweeter sauce.

The term “white dog” refers to the first liquid to be drawn
off a still, Walt Munroe explained.

The sauces carned a silver and a gold medal, respectively,
from the North American Bourbon Competition.

A 2021 press release from the event reads, “The judging pit-
ted White Dog against some of the most recognized brands in
the world, proving the new product’s merit as one of North
America’s premium barbecue sauces.”

Alex Munroe is the owner of Cape Fear Distillery, located on
the grounds of Cape Fear Vineyard and Winery in Elizabeth-
town. There he offers spirits, wine and food surrounded by an
art collection and what he calls “God’s natural artwork” in the
form of donkeys, llamas and peacocks on the grounds — but
that’s a story for another day.

The release from the bourbon competition summarizes Alex
Munroe’s account of a recipe that was “two generations in the
making. ‘During Prohibition,” he said, ‘our grandfather hid his
moonshine in vinegar jars. Eventually, the white dog and the
vinegar blended, and he developed a special barbecue sauce.

ULINE
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Alex Munroe, Alan Gerald and Walt Munroe displayf the collection of sauces produced at Cape Fear Distillery.

The recipe has remained in our family, so when my brother
Walt opened a barbecue restaurant and 1 opened a distillery, it
was only natural that we continue the tradition, except legally
this time.’

“The thicker White Dog Prohibition BBQ) Sauce is made
with Cape Fear Distillery’s two-year-old single-barrel Frying
Pan Shoals Bourbon, winner of the 2020 Proof Awards Gold
Medal for Taste and the 2020 Las Vegas International Spirits
Awards Gold Medal for Taste,” the release said.

It continued by quoting Walt Munroe, “who’s been in the
professional barbecue business for more than 25 years, saying,
‘Some of my first memories are of Grandad making the barbe-
cue sauce when I was a young boy. He’d hand me the bowl he’d
mixed it in, and I’d swipe the leftovers with my finger and lick
it. To me, it was better than a spoon of brownie mix!”

An e-mail from a satisfied customer, Tom Barker of Oak Is-
land, called the product “the best tasting BBQ sauce I've ever
tried.” Barker described it as a sauce “made with alcohol (bour-
bon) that you can actually taste. I put it on beef, chicken, fish
and any other thing that I could throw on my grill, and I even
used it as a dipping sauce.”

Walt Munroe’s customers at Cruzers Drive Thru are big fans
of the sauce. With his reputation for making great barbecue, he
says it’s the White Dog that puts it over the top. Besides Cru-
zers, other Whiteville locations where White Dog sauce is avail-
able are Sam’s Pit Stop, Barnes Exxon and Farmacy on Main.
It’s also available at Chadbourn Feed Service and in Elizabeth-
town at Cape Fear Distillery.
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Proud to be Your
Community Partner

Since 1898, International Paper has made
products peaple depend on every day. At IP,
we're meeting today's needs for renewable,
fiber-based packaging and pulp while
sharpening our focus on tormorrow.

We're International Paper, and we're
creating what'’s next

Southeastern
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YOUR BUSINESS

SUCCESS

IS OUR PRIORITY!

One-on-one confidential counseling
FREE Business seminars

Resource Library

Funding Opportunities

Pamela Young-Jacobs
Director, Small Business Center
Regional Director, Sandhills

SCC Campus, T-Building
(910) 788-6419

pamela.young-jacobs@sccnc.edu
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4 Outdoor and Indoot Pools
4 Splashground
< Mini Golf
< Jump Pad
4 Gem Mining
4 Cabins and Yurts
| Deluxe RV Sites

sits with Yogi Bear™,
* \E’;oo Boo™, and Cindy Bear™

TaborcCityJellystone.com

(877) 668-8586 3

626 Richard Wright Rd. Y
Tabor City, NC 28463

YOGI BEAR and all related characters and elements © & ™ Hanna-Barbera. (s24)
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Well )
Ahead ) McLeod Health Providers

Family Medicine & Internal Medicine

Loris | Little River | Sunset Beach | North Myrtle Beach | Myrtle Beach
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843-756-9292
843-756-7885
843-390-8320
843-366-3030
910-575-8488
843-646-8001
843-646-8340
843-646-8350
843-903-9993

843-756-7029
843-390-0877
843-390-0877
843-839-1201

843-366-3715
843-366-3715
843-366-3715
843-366-3040
843-716-7163
843-646-8040
843-646-8040
843-756-7090
843-390-3100
843-399-3100
843-366-3891
843-390-0100
843-390-0100
843-366-2980
843-366-2980
843-390-8302
843-390-8302
843-366-3060
843-366-3060
843-366-3920
843-366-3920
843-366-3920
843-366-3755
843-366-3755
843-716-7140
843-716-7140

843-756-3150
843-399-9774
843-399-9774
843-366-2940
843-646-8430

McLeod Loris Primary Care Loris
Southern Medical Associates Loris
McLeod Primary Care Seacoast Little River
McLeod Primary Care Little River Little River
McLeod Primary Care Sunset Beach Sunset Beach
McLeod Primary Care Carolina Forest 1 Myrtle Beach
McLeod Primary Care Carolina Forest 2 Myrtle Beach
McLeod Primary Care Myrtle Beach Myrtle Beach
McLeod Dr. Lindaberry at Carolina Forest Myrtle Beach
Specialized Care
McLeod Cardiology Associates Loris
Little River
Sunset Beach
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Digestive Health Center Seacoast Little River
Sunset Beach
Myrtle Beach
Mcleod ENT Seacoast Little River
McLeod Nephrology Associates Loris
McLeod Neurology Seacoast Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod OB/GYN Seacoast Loris
Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Oncology and Hematology Associates at Seacoast Little River
McLeod Orthopaedics Seacoast Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Interventional Pain Management Seacoast Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Pulmonary and Critical Care Seacoast Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Rheumatology Seacoast North Myrtle Beach
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Urology Associates Loris
Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Vascular Care Little River
Myrtle Beach
Dialysis Access Center Loris
Myrtle Beach
Surgery
McLeod Loris Seacoast Surgery Loris
Little River
Myrtle Beach
McLeod Breast Surgery Seacoast Little River
McLeod Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Myrtle Beach
McleodHealth.org




FAN CAVES PUT SPORTS CONNECTION
ON FULL DISPLAY

STORY & PHOTOS DASHUAN VEREEN

ports fandom can come in many different forms. For

some, being a sports fan means being able to gather
with friends and family to watch their favorite team. For
some it means collecting autographs of their favorite play-
ers or wearing team colors on game days. In some cases,
team loyalty motivates fans to surround themselves wall to
wall with tangible keepsakes.

Some people became fans of certain teams during their
adult years, while others had their fandom sparked by
watching their favorite players as kids growing up.

And for some, sports fandom is a connection passed to
them from their loved ones. As years go by, that connection
grows before being passed down to the next generation.
And when that happens, sports fandom becomes a bridge
— a way for people to stay connected to their loved ones, a

connection that grows even stronger as time passes.

This spring, I was fortunate to meet six sports fans who
allowed me into their fan caves and shared with me the
stories that make those spaces special to them. The News
Reporter made a Facebook post asking for people to reach
out if they had, or knew someone who had, a fan cave, and
I messaged multiple people who responded to our post,
starting my journey.

I enjoyed the time spent learning about their connec-
tions to their favorite teams. Although each one of these
fan caves has its own unique story of how it came to be,
all of them share one thing in common — a deep-rooted
connection to their favorite teams that I think many of us
can relate to.

CAROLINA COLLECTION CONNECTS BAss
WITH MEMORIES OF HUSBAND

Alice Bass’ late husband, Donald
Ray Bass, was an avid University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
sports fan. Since his passing, his wife
has kept much of his favorite UNC
memorabilia hung on the walls of her
house in Chadbourn, where Donald
Ray Bass served on town council.

How long were you guys UNC
fans?

He was always a big fan. I met
Donald when we were in school to-
gether at West Columbus. We got
married in 1969, and he was always a
Carolina fan.

Why is keeping these items spe-
cial to you?

Alice Bass: Because they were his.
And he hung a lot of them up before
he passed away.

Tasha Bass Dyson (daughter): It’s
like a piece of him is still here with
us. By keeping these items here, it
keeps a piece of him with us all the
time.

What is your favorite item?

Alice Bass: The picture with him
and [former UNC men’s basketball
coach] Roy Williams. He was so hap-

Heel colors

A golf cart decorated in Tar

Alice Bass, left, poses with her

A football autographed by UNC Cha-
pel Hill Head Coach Mack Brown

Chadbourn.

is displayed in Alice Bass’ home in

py to be able to shake his hand.

Tasha Bass Dyson: The Tar Heel
foot in the driveway. That was his sig-
nature piece. He was very proud of it
— he kept it painted and touched up
each year. He liked people to know
that it was his house that had the Tar
Heel foot in the driveway

former UNC Chapel Hill Head

daughter, Tasha Bass Dyson,
and her grandson, Liam Dy-
son, at her home in Chadbourn. I}
Tasha Bass Dyson is holding a
picture of her late father, Donald
Ray Bass, shaking hands with

S e T
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Basketball Coach Roy Williams.



SPORTS CONNECTION ON FULL DISPLAY

PRINCES’ PLACE IS
PACKED WITH PLENTY
OF PRIDE

William “Billy” Bishop Prince Jr. and his wife, Stacy
Stout-Prince, have a guesthouse filled with North Carolina
State University memorabilia at their home in Little River,
S.C. Prince is a business owner, and Stout-Prince works
for Columbus County Schools. The couple offers schol-
arships to college-bound students from South Columbus
High School.

What inspired you to collect these items?

Stacy Stout-Prince: Because my husband graduated from
N.C. State. I wanted to respect him and everything he has
done for our family to make sure that we have everything
that we need.

What is your favorite item?

Stacy Stout-Prince: I call it the “wall of fame, where we
post all of his degrees and licenses.

What was the hardest item to obtain?

William Bishop Prince Jr.: The degrees on that wall. To
pass the tests to earn the degrees, and then working on
the wastewater and contractor’s licenses, was very difficult.

What qualities separates NC State from other ACC
schools? .

William Bishop Prince Jr: N.C. State provides many William “Billy” Bishop Prince Jr. and Stacy Stout-Prince’s

reat opportunities in agriculture, and it also provides L . Lo
& PP - AgTl ’ P fan cave is fitted with a TV and couch for sports viewing.
some of the best engineers in the state.
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William “Billy” Bishop Prince Jr., his wife, Stacy Stout-Prince, and their dog, Dixie Carolina, pose inside of their quest house in Little River.
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Christian Simmons poses inside his classroom at the Classical Charter Schools of Whiteville.

Christian Simmons is a teacher at the Classical Charter Schools of
Whiteville, where he is known by students and staff for his classroom
decorated with Carolina Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes, Charlotte Hor-
nets, Cleveland Guardians and North Carolina State University sports
memorabilia. Along with declaring his team allegiance in the classroom,
Simmons drives a truck painted in Carolina Panthers colors.

Which team is your favorite?

I’'m really big into all my teams, but I think my favorite is the Pan-
thers. I do a lot more stuff with the Panthers than the other teams. I've
only missed two home games since they’ve been in Charlotte. I've been
to both of the Super Bowls they played in. I've been to every playoff
game they’ve been in. I've traveled to London to watch them play be-
fore, and I'm going to Germany to watch them play this year.

What about the Panthers is special to you?

I love football. That’s my thing. Growing up, everyone picked the
recent Super Bowl winners, so everyone is a Cowboys fan or a Steelers

SPORTS CONNECTION ON FULL DISPLAY

TEAM COLORS
IN THE
CLASSROOM,
ON THE ROAD

fan or something
like that around
here. I was a Raid-
ers fan before the
Panthers  came
along because 1
played on a Little
League team that
was the Raiders, but I’ve been a Panthers fan since Oct. 26, 1993.

What were the most difficult items to obtain?

The two Super Bowl tickets that I have at home.

What are your favorite items?

I have a lot of autographed things from different players. I have a
Cam Newton signed football that I love. Steve Smith and Julius Pep-
pers also autographed some items for me that I love. It’s hard for me
to pick my favorites because I have so many items that I appreciate.

Simmons’ Panthers-themed truck.

45 YEARS OF COLLECTING
‘I NEVER THREW ANYTHING AWAY

Glenn McPherson stands near his Dan Marino cutout poster in his fan cave.

At his home in Whiteville, Glenn McPherson has a guesthouse filled with
mementos of multiple sports teams, but it heavily features the Cincinnati
Reds, the Miami Dolphins and the UNC Chapel Hill Tar Heels.

What led you to pick these teams?

My dad pulled for these teams. So you either pulled for them, or you
pulled against them. So I choose to root for them.

How did your collection develop into a display of this size?

I started collecting in 1979. I never threw anything away. And once I got
older and got married and built the fan cave, I had a place to put everything
that I'd saved since I was 8 years old.
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— A Michael Jordan cutout poster stands near a couch draped
in UNC Chapel Hill colors in McPherson’s fan cave.

What are your favorite items?

The helmets that I've collected from the 32 NFL teams. I have Dan
Marino’s signature on the Dolphins helmet and Ronnie Lott’s signature on
the 49ers helmet, so those are some of my favorites.

What was the hardest to get?

The hardest part was re-collecting the helmets. Before a hurricane, my
wife took them from the fan cave I had before this one and took them to
my dad’s house so they wouldn’t get messed up. My dad took them and
threw them into the dumpster, and we didn’t realize it until 2 month later.
So I had to start over.
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SPORTS CONNECTION ON FULL DISPLAY

ECLECTIC COLLECTION FEATURES
CoLuMBUS COUNTY STANDOUTS

Jeff Walker has a fan cave featuring multiple teams in his back-
yard at his home in Whiteville. Walker has collected items since he
was a child. Alongside memorabilia from collegiate and professional
sports teams, Walker has collected cards from former Columbus
County athletes who have made it to the collegiate and professional
ranks.

What teams are featured inside your cave?

I’m a Cubs fan, a Falcons fan and a Hawks fan in the three major
sports. I’'m a Blackhawks fan in hockey and an N.C. State fan in col-
lege. So most of my stuff is of those teams, but then I have a variety
of other sports as well. I became fans of those teams after opening
my first packs of professional cards.

Why do you keep cards of former area players?

It’s a special thing to be able to see people make it to the big

_: RN vy e
Walker displays his collection of cards featuring area athletes.
30 |
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leagues. I started by collecting some of the older guys like Chester
McGlockton and Tommy Greene, and I kept going and got some
of the younger guys like MacKenzie Gore. It has been great seeing
local players go on and have great careers.

What is your favorite item?

The pictures that I took at Wrigley Field. I figured I would never
make it, but my sister moved to Indiana, and Wrigley Field was only
an hour or two away. Wrigley Field is an iconic place, so it was great
to go there.

Can you tell a story behind one of your items?

My dad took me to UNC Wilmington to watch an exhibition
match between the Hornets and the Nets. As a kid, I didn’t go pre-
pared with something for the players to sign, so I ended up getting a
hotdog wrapper and got as many players as I could to sign it.

s:r.nnuf.' .
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An N.C. State chain hangé near a photo of Wrigley Field.
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Bess Hinson Taylor touches up one of her butterfly murals in 2020.

NATURE ARTIST CAPTURES
‘THE MESSY, BEAUTIFUL PART OF LIFE’

story TONNYE WILLIAMS FLETCHER
rrotos TONNYE WILLIAMS FLETCHER & NR ARCHIVES

s her 40th birthday drew near, Bess Hinson

Taylor decided to celebrate by painting 40
birds. The self-trained artist painted the birds on
plywood and sawed around their outlines.

But once the bird dream nested in Taylor’s heart,
she couldn’t stop at 40. She told herself, “T’ll paint
100 birds,” but then the project grew — “I’ll paint
the songbirds of Columbus County” — and grew
— “T’ll paint all the birds of Columbus County.”
Finally she told herself, “I can’t leave out the extinct
birds that used to live in Columbus County.”

After two years of work, she’d painted over 200
birds. “If I had known what a big project it was go-
ing to be,” Taylor said, “I never would have started.”

Taylor’s birthday project became a featured ex-
hibit at the Columbus County Arts Council’s gallery
this spring, causing Sally Mann, council president
of the arts council, to say that, “Bess Hinson Taylor
is an amazing artist and teacher! I have learned so
much about the birds of our area in the past few
weeks.” Mann said the exhibit also showed viewers
practical ways “to keep these birds thriving” in our
environment.

Taylot’s nature-based art is educational and tells a
story — it’s a story she is having to learn first, one
lesson at a time, so that she can tell it.

32 | 954 | Spring & Summer 2024

Taylor’s exhibit at the arts council gallery comprises two years’ worth of
work.
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NATURE ARTIST

Butterflies and bees

When Taylor was growing up right here in Columbus
County, she didn’t realize what she would be doing now. Bess
Hinson was the youngest of four children born to Sam and
Meg Hinson. She enjoyed arts and crafts as a child but did not
pursue art formally. A winding path led her to study biology at
N.C. State University, then to work as a makeup artist, before
settling back in Columbus County.

Then, in her own backyard, a series of lessons began as
Taylor observed birds nesting and feeding their young. She
painted them so others could also observe. She began to real-
ize that many native birds eat native insects. Native insects
need native plants.
Her interest in art
and her passion for
nature grew and
expanded.

Many county
residents have seen
Taylor’s large art
installations, in-
cluding a series of
huge butterfly mu-
rals known as the
Butterfly Trail. The
Columbus County
Community Farm-
ers Market and the
Columbus County
Beekeepers As-
sociation commis-
sioned her to create
murals, in addition
to the ones at the
N.C. Museum of
Natural  Sciences
at Whiteville and
others  fluttering
around Whiteville.

“With Whiteville
being a Bee City
USA, we wanted
to tie the honey-
bees in with the
butterflies as polli-
nators,” said Nikki
Walker, beckeeper
and farmers market board member. Walker said Taylor “has
an amazing story to tell and we are proud to help her do that.”

Historic connections

One extinct bird featured in the exhibit at the arts council
gallery is the Carolina parakeet. Taylor consulted with Ash-
ley Lomboy of the Waccamaw-Siouan STEM Studio to learn
more about it and other birds that inhabited Southeastern
North Carolina before colonial times.

When they arrived, “Colonists tried to destroy the Caro-
lina parakeet because it spoke some of the native tongue,”
Lomboy told Taylor. The arts council exhibit includes a land
acknowledgement statement, paying respect to the Southeast
woodland tribes of American Indians as original inhabitants
of the area. The Waccamaw-Siouan tribe covers Columbus
and Bladen counties.

x sl N o 3 (4
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Taylor’s art captures the details of common backyard birds and some unusual species.

Taylor also said she had learned from watching wildlife that,
“Nature is full of cycles.” She said she paints not only to cap-
ture nature’s beauty but to remind herself and others that,
“Life is hard, and beautiful.”

Her art reflects the cycles of change in nature and what she
called “the messy, beautiful part of life. It’s not always easy
in the way we think it should be, but there is beauty in all the
stages, and the birds help me remember the bigger picture
and that there is life beyond me.”

A more harmonious life

“Birds are everywhere,” Taylor said, “and almost everyone
you meet has a bird story,” yet the practice of birding can
be intimidating for
beginners because
there’s so much to
learn.

Taylor said she
hopes to make
birding more ac-
cessible to every-
one. That’s why,
for her exhibit, she
grouped the birds
by color, by habi-
tat and by season,
making it easier to
identify an unfa-
miliar bird.

Taylor hopes
viewers of  her
art will learn ways
to live more har-
moniously with
the creatures she
paints. That might
mean adding native
plants in landscap-
ing and reducing
non-native  plant-
ing, Taylor said. It
might mean leav-
ing some debris for
insects to overwin-
ter in, leaving some
areas unmowed to
benefit the polli-
nators or choosing
not to spray pesticides.

Even just learning the names of plants and creatures “helps
us connect with them,” Taylor said, rather than just thinking
of something as “a bird or a flower or a weed. There is some-
thing special about knowing the name of something and then
seeing it in the wild.”

Taylor helped found a local chapter of the Wildlife Fed-
eration called the Southeastern Swamp Stewards as a way
of helping the wildlife that also calls these 954 square miles
home.

Although Taylor still has birds to paint, this spring she took
on another project — a 277-square-foot mural at the Lake
Waccamaw State Park Visitor Center. She won the commis-
sion with a design including more than 30 wildlife species and
approximately 20 types of native plants.
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Personal Professional Services for Complex Issues

* Advanced tax preparation services including multi-state requirements
¢ Sophisticated planning for income, estate and gift taxes
Stan Bullock, CPA . Esu.ue and Lrgsl accouming‘and aflminiélralion o
* Assistance with sales of business including tax planning issues
Lauren Suggs Worley, CPA ¢ Retirement planning including distributions from IRAs and qualified plans
* Planning for dispositions of real estate including like-kind exchanges

Terray E Suggs, CPA

Nikki Tart, CPA ¢ Advanced planning for charitable contributions including establishment
and operation of private foundations
Henry Boon, CPA ” I . : .
* Assistance with professional corporations, personal holding companies,
Robert H. Orrell 111, CPA faITuly pjartncrshlps, real csta[.c investment pa.rmcrshl.ps, etc.
* [inancial statement preparation and attestation services
Anne Reiner, CPA * Business consulting services

amd
€ SUGGS & COMPANY
“ Certified Public ﬁccountcmts ¢ Advisors

609 8. Franklin St., Whiteville, NC 1411 Commonwealth Drive, Suite 300
910-641-0105 Wilmington, NC29405 ¢ 910-256-4885
Located on the edge of

beautiful historic Fair Bluff,
Horne Bay Farm has a
rustic natural beauty and
an easy elegance.
Southern charm and
personality abound at the
majestic barn, the open air
pavilion overlooks ponds
and horse pastures.
Contrasting elements make
this the perfect setting for
any wedding or event.

" + Romantic Country h
¢ Rustic Charm
¢+ Equestrian Elegance

¢ Country Western
Horne Bay Farm can provide you
with the props to carry out your

H orne Bay F arm wedding theme.

N r
!’I Kathy H. Ashley 910-840-4091
\ Hornebayfarm.com Vo
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COUNTRY STORE
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Come find your next
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THOMAS

A North Carolina
Public Charter School
for Grades 6-12

Lake Waccamaw, NC
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Embrace Innovation.
Embrace Excellence.

Experience the Future of Surgery at
Columbus Regional Healthcare System

Our skilled team utilizes state-of-the-art robotic technology to
perform precise, minimally invasive procedures, resulting in faster
recovery times, reduced pain, and improved outcomes. Whether
you're seeking treatment for gynecological issues, urological
conditions, orthopedic injuries, or general surgical needs, trust our
hospital to deliver advanced care tailored to your unique health
needs. Embrace innovation, embrace excellence - trust our
hospital and surgeons for your robotic surgery needs.

Your Robotic Surgery Experts...



da Vinci )X;

SURGICAL SYSTEM

Persona IQ® Smart Knee System

Over 12 years, the robotically /\
trained surgeons at C P .
Columbus Regioncﬂ have COlumbus \ J Reglonal
performed over 18,000 HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
robotic surge.rles. Patient First. Technology Forward.
Embrace Experience.

500 Jefferson St, Whiteville, NC 28472 | crhealthcare.org | 910.642.8011




Joie U at Western Prong!
Sunday Worship - 8:30 and 11:00 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am
Sunday Evening Worship - 6:30 pm
Wednesday Worship - 6:30 pm

Western Prong Baptist Church
167 Peacock Rd. - Whiteville, NC
910.648.2744

TRUIST HH

When you start with care,
you get a different kind of bank.

Careisn't just what we do at Truist—it's who we are. We make sure people around us feel
supported and more in control. We find out what's important to our clients, and make it
important to us. We get involved in meaningful ways with our communities. Why? Because
real connections and real care create better outcomes. Now that's powerful.

Truist.com
Truist Bank, Member FDIC.© 2022 Truist Financial Corporation. Truist, the Truist logo and Truist Purple are service marks of Truist Financial Corporation.
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CorLuMBUS COUNTY MUSICIANS
BAND TOGETHER TO PERFORM

The Columbus Commu-
nity Band performs with
the Southeastern Orato-
rio Society in the Leamon
Rogers  Memorial Cha-
pel at the Boys and Girls
Homes campus at Lake
Waccamaw in July 2023.
Performing with the choir
is “a tremendous honor,”
said band founder and
president Anna Smyth.

story JOSEPH WILLIAMS
pHoTOs JOSEPH WILLIAMS, NEWS REPORTER ARCHIVE
AND CONTRIBUTED

lassical. Rock. Rhythm and blues. That’s just a sample of
the many genres of music that bands across Columbus
County play.
Whether it consists of two or three members or nearly two
dozen, each group brings its own unique style to performances.
Musicians from five bands in Columbus County told 954
Magazine how they got together, what genres they play and what
they hope to accomplish in the future — in their own words.
This is not a complete list of Columbus County bands. Re-
sponses were edited for brevity and clarity.
Columbus Community Band
From an early age, Anna Smyth felt a calling “to play music,
to sing, to dance — just to be involved in the arts.” Her fascina-

The Columbus Com-
munity Band performs
its spring concert at
First Baptist Church in
Whiteville in June 2022.
Founder and president
Anna Smyth says she
hopes those who attend
their concerts “feel a cer-
tain “Wow’ factor” from
their performances. “You
don’t have to travel to
Raleigh or Myrtle Beach
to see a good show.”

tion with music in particular led Smyth to pursue playing the
bass clarinet.

Upon moving back to Whiteville to care for her mother,
Smyth realized it wouldn’t be feasible to continue playing in her
community band at Sunset Beach, where she worked as a chiro-
practor.

Smyth started up a Facebook page in early 2020 to gauge the
interest in Columbus County in forming a community band. She
quickly received messages from over 100 people who wanted to
form one, although not all of those ended up joining,

The band performs at events around Columbus County and
hosts spring and winter concerts each year.

Who makes up the Columbus Community Band?

Smyth: Our band numbers change a little bit every season. We
can have as many as 25 members performing at a time. A lot of
our membership comes from local high schools and Southeast-
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MUSICIANS BAND TOGETHER

ern Community College, so as students graduate, that changes
things. Some members were born and raised in Columbus Coun-
ty; some moved here for work.

What instruments make up the band?

Smyth: We currently have a piccolo, flute, oboe, clarinet, bass
clarinet, alto saxophone, french horn, trombone, tuba and some
percussion. There are a few instruments that I’d like to recruit,
such as more alto saxophones and a euphonium, which kind of
act like tenor voices would in a choir. We’re essentially missing
the tenor part of our band, which limits us in the choices of
music that we play.

What types of music do you play?

Smyth: It depends on the time of year. Our spring concert has
the most variety, featuring the music of Broadway and Disney
movies as well as traditional orchestral music. Obviously in July
we’re doing patriotic music and Americana. During the winter
concert, we play songs like “Sleigh Ride” and “A Christmas Fes-
tival,” a medley of holiday tunes arranged by Leroy Anderson.

What do you enjoy most about playing music?

Smyth: Playing music with a band transcends a lot of other
barriers that society might impose on you. It’s a way to overcome
those boundaries as a community.

For the audience, I hope that they enjoy our performances
and that they feel a certain “Wow” factor and recognize the tal-
ent that we have right here in Columbus County. You don’t have
to travel to Raleigh or Myrtle Beach to see a good show.

What’s next for the band?

Smyth: I’'m planning on buying nice polo shirts with our logo
for the band to wear. I feel like it will really up our professional-
ism. I’'m also hoping to grow the band. More people means more
performances, and that’s definitely a goal.

Jason Smith of Crenshaw Trucking Band performs April 27
as part of the N.C. Alligator Festival at Lake Waccamauw.

Crenshaw Trucking Band

Jason Smith and Matthew Dudley had two decidedly different
paths of learning how to play music.

Smith, a Marine Corps veteran and retired captain with Colum-
bus Correctional Institution, got his first guitar when he was 12
years old. Not knowing anything about music theory at the time, he
said he learned to play songs through trial and error.

Dudley received drumming lessons from his older brother and
later began to offer lessons himself. For a while, he pursued an en-
trepreneurship degree in music industry at UNC Pembroke.

However, he realized that what he was studying was “what I was
already doing.” He teaches drumming lessons full time in Whiteville.
2 |
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Prior to forming Crenshaw Trucking Band in July 2021, the
two friends had played music together but never under an offi-
cial name. “Jason finally talked me into it,” Dudley said.

“It wasn’t that hard,” Smith added.

“We are only two people, but with all of the elements we
add to the music, it fills up all the event space,” said Mat-
thew Dudley of Crenshaw Trucking Band. “I don’t know
of any other band like ours.”

How did you decide on the name Crenshaw Trucking
Band?

Smith: There’s this old Saturday Night Live skit. I don’t know
which year it aired. One woman [after describing a trip she and
two others took to the Grand Canyon| said something like, “We
thought we had found the great eagle spirit, but it turns out the
great eagle spirit was actually a fugitive trucker by the name of
Rich Crenshaw!” I thought, “If T ever have a band, I’'m going to
call it ““Crenshaw Trucking Band.”

Dudley: Jason had told me about the video from years back,
and we were just talking about band names and stuff one day
when he brought it up. I was like, “Yeah, let’s roll with it. It’s
unique.”

What do you play at your shows?

Smith: We play *90s rock, modern bluegrass, all kinds of stuff.
Our biggest hit by far is our version of “Hungry Like the Wolf”
by Duran Duran. Everybody knows that song, but when we do
our acoustic version of it, it shocks everybody.

Dudley: I like it when we play “Broken Window Serenade”
by Whiskey Myers. It goes from a simple acrostic pattern into a
couple of different shuffles. I’'m also playing a shaker at the same
time. There’s a lot of different percussive elements to it that I like.

What do you enjoy most about playing music?

Smith: It’s just the adrenaline for me. Getting up in front of
people and playing — “fun” isn’t the word for it. I can hardly
sleep the night before, and I can’t sleep at all after the show, be-
cause my adrenaline is still going.

Dudley: I've been playing the drums for about 30 to 40 years,
so I rarely get nervous playing the drums at all. But whenever 1
get up to play acoustic guitar or piano with Jason, I get that old
sense of nervousness. That’s the exciting part for me.

What’s next for the band?

Smith: We’re working on an album.

Dudley: I've got a recording studio at home, so we have the
means to write, record and produce everything.

Smith: I’ve written one song so far, called “Chain Gang Inside
Me.” Now that I'm retired, working on that will be what I want
to do next.
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With Jamaaladeen Tacuma’s blessing, Alonzo McArthur (seated, behind
keyboard) formed the eight-member Dirt Road Band after Tacuma wrapped
up his Dirt Road Xperience arts residency in Whiteville in March 2022.
From left to right: Carey Fleming on guitar, Jennie Smith on tambourine,
McArthur on keyboard, Joseph Askew on bongos and Tim Jones on bass.

Denise McAllister sings “Tonight is the Night” by Betty Wright while
fellow members of the Dirt Road Band provide accompaniment. From left
to mﬁht Gary Johnson on guitar, William Locklear on drums, McAllister

on the mic and Keith Davis on guitar.

The Dirt Road Band

This eight-member outfit got its start when world-renowned
bassist Jamaaladeen Tacuma hosted his Dirt Road Xperience arts
residency in Whiteville, where he had spent his summers with rela-
tives in his youth.

As he was wrapping up his month-long series of jam sessions
with Columbus County locals in March 2022, one avid attendee,
Alonzo McArthur, had a question for Tacuma before he left. “You
got us musicians together, but what are we going to do once you’re
gone?”

With Tacuma’s blessing, McArthur became the director of the
Dirt Road Experience Performing Arts Center — now spelled
with an “E.” Since then, its house band has performed at the
Strawberry Festival and Brunswick Stew Festival in addition to its
regular performances every second and fourth Saturday night in a
cozy hole-in-the-wall beside The Chef and the Frog in downtown
Whiteville.

How did you decide on your name?

McArthur: Tacuma and I grew up basically the same way. He’s
from Philadelphia, and I’'m from Baltimore. To keep us out of
trouble in the city during the summer, our parents would send us
down here where we both cropped tobacco. My parents lived on a
dirt road, too, so I told him, “I’'m going to call our band “The Dirt
Road Band.”” He said, “That sounds great!”

What do you play at your shows?

McArthur: We play old school R&B music, like Sam Cooke,
Lionel Richie and Aretha Franklin. We’re working on incorporat-
ing some Heatwave music into our repertoire too. Some of my
favorite songs for us to play together are “Electric Boogie (Elec-
tric Slide)”” by Marcia Griffith and “Under the Boardwalk” by The
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Drifters. We’re getting ready to record some of our own music,
too.

What do you enjoy most about playing live music?

McArthur: I enjoy seeing the audience’s excitement and how
they react, especially when they get up out of their seats and dance
to what we’re playing and I can see the smiles on their faces. And
I know we’re hitting it when everybody in the band starts smiling
and laughing too. I play music in church, but we all need some-
thing to let our hair down, too.

What’s next for the band?

McArthur: We're looking for grants and accepting donations to
cut back on expenses. All the audio equipment for the band I pur-
chased myself with my own money. We're trying to get our own
place, because we can’t stay where we are at now forever.

Dawn and Waylon Hayes, a husband and wife duo, have performed as
Jubilee since 2021.

Jubilee performs in April at Music in the Alley, a City of Whiteville-spon-
sored event downtown. “Just the right song can spark someone to ask you
to play something else,” said Dawn Hayes. “Even our own songwriting
points you back to understanding that, in some way, form or fashion, you
need Jesus.”

Jubilee

Religious undertones pervade the music of the husband and wife
duo Dawn and Waylon Hayes, who go by the band name Jubilee.
“We’ve been playing music together since we’ve been together, go-
ing on about 12 years,” Dawn Hayes said.

But it wasn’t until 2021 that the two formed the band Jubilee.

“My whole life has been church culture,” Dawn Hayes, a native
of Kinley, North Carolina, said. Waylon Hayes, for his part, grew up
in Old Dock — where the couple lives now — and fondly recalls
playing in bands with his high school friends.

Besides public venues, the two also play music at Peace Baptist
Church in Whiteville.

Whether it’s through carefully chosen covers or their original
compositions, Dawn Hayes said, the songs Jubilee performs “point
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you back to the understanding that, in some way, form or fashion,
you need Jesus.”

How did you decide on the name Jubilee?

Dawn Hayes: It came from our pastor’s sermon one Sunday
morning about what it means to truly praise the Lord. He brought
up the word “jubilee” and said that it literally means to have a
party before the Lord, praising and worshiping Him. Waylon said,
“Didn’t you hear what the pastor said? Why don’t we call ourselves
‘Jubilee?””

Waylon Hayes: I understood his message, and it sounded like a
really good band name.

What do you play at your shows?

Dawn Hayes: A lot of people stick to one genre. We try to throw
in a little bit of everything: Creedence Clearwater Revival, Miranda
Lambert, Whitney Houston. If you dig in and look, every song that
T've written and we’ve performed is about one’s spiritual journey.

One of my favorites to perform is a song I wrote called “Wild
Canary.” Writing it allowed me to let go of a bunch of stuff and
say, “Hey, I don’t care what you think, I’'m going to worship how I
want to.” It’s the trivial things that stop us from following Christ.

What do you enjoy the most about playing music?

Dawn Hayes: For me, the way the audience reacts is always one
of the best things — especially when they’re singing along. Music
should bring us together, it should never tear us apart. When people
are singing along with you in that moment, it really is the ultimate
picture of people being unified.

Waylon Hayes: I've been dealing my whole life with addiction,
but playing in front of a crowd is a high like no other. It really helps.
To get up there and actually see people enjoying what you do is a
high you can’t reach with anything else.

What’s next for the band?

Waylon Hayes: We’re recording our first album, but we’re in the
process of finding a new place to record, so we’ve had to put things
on hold. We’re also toying around with the idea of starting an Eva-
nescence tribute band called Tourniquet. Dawn can pull off Amy
Lee without a hitch.

............ i

Evans Humphreys, Isabel Humphreys and their mother, Kathryn Caine, play
together as Ogden Heart.

Ogden Heart

Kathryn Caine recalls her two children, Isabel and Evans
Humphreys, sitting at her feet as she played music at her local
church in Virginia. Later on in life, Isabel and Evans would per-
form music together with their mother.

Caine, Isabel and Evans moved to Whiteville in 2016 to live
closer to Caine’s parents. The three shared one profound musical
influence: Dr. William Singleton Ogden, Caine’s father and Isabel
and Evans’ grandfather.

Formerly known as The Family Band, the trio rebranded them-
selves in 2022 as Ogden Heart after Ogden passed away in June
2021.
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Kathryn Caine and her two children, Isabel and Evans Humphreys,
rebranded themselves from The Family Band to Ogden Heart in
honor of Caine’s late father, William Singleton Ogden — Isabel and
Evans’ grandfather — upon the release of their self-titled album in
2022. Isabel designed the cover art.

Like Ogden, the three have other creative outlets as well.
“We’re musicians, but we’re also artists,” Isabel writes books.
Evans carves wooden pipes. Caine herself does portraiture.
Pursuing their innermost artistic ambitions, whatever form
they may entail, she said, is “the embodiment of who we are.”

MUSICIANS BAND TOGETHER

How did you decide on the name Ogden Heart?

Caine: The band is named after my father, William Singleton
Ogden. Isabel and Evans just adored him. He was a renais-
sance man. He was a doctor; he wrote books; he played mu-
sic, including banjo. He was just amazing. When you’re around
somebody like that, it makes such an impact. He was one in a
million.

What types of music do you play?

Caine: We’re not your traditional bluegrass band. The reason
that there’s so many different types of sounds on Ogden Heart
is because we like tons of different music. We really like to play
“Silver Dagger.” It’s an old Scottish folk song about a young
girl whose mother doesn’t want her to marry. It’s really dark,
but it’s so awesome. People don’t write songs like that anymore.

What do you enjoy most about playing music?

Caine: We’re not searching for the spotlight when we per-
form. We’re inviting people to revel in the creative. We want to
make music that lasts, has artistic integrity and makes a differ-
ence. Music that makes a difference, to me, is when something
moves you emotionally when you hear it. Sometimes you can’t
put your finger on it. You’re communicating on a level that
doesn’t need words. It’s more of a spiritual thing,

What’s next for the band?

Caine: I want to make another record, but I’'m not sure if my
children are on board with it yet. Right now, they’re going to
graduate from North Carolina State University this May before
they go on to graduate school. While they’re home, we’re going
to play as much as we can together this summer.
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W. Crowell Black established Black’s Service Station in Whiteville in 1929.

FROM SMALL BEGINNING,
B1.ACK’S TIRE SERVICE GROWS TO

59 sTORES IN THE CAROLINAS

CELEBRATING 95 YEARS

story DIANA MATTHEWS

pHotos CONTRIBUTED BY BLACK’S TIRE SERVICE

At Black’s Tire Service, “We take a lot of pride in the small
towns that we serve,” says Rick Benton II, one of the
company’s vice-presidents. BTS began with one shop in White-
ville in 1929 and now has 59 retail locations in two states. The
BTS central distribution center is located just half a mile from
where it all began.

“We’ve had a lot of opportunities to move,” but the family
business has resisted the call of larger cities to relocate “our
home base,” Benton said.

Being a hometown business means being accountable to the

__ZANNCS

The Benton famil];: Parents Dianne and\Ri.cl.cy

48 | 954 | Spring & Summer 2024

are pictured in front of their sons - Rick, Ryan and Jeremy.

customers who depend on BTS year after year. “We need repeat
business,” Benton said. “We need you to refer your friends and
your children to us.”

When customers see him around town or at a ballgame, Ben-
ton says they’re likely to ask him to recommend “a good tire at
a good price” or request other automotive advice. Sometimes
people apologize for “bothering” him. “But I tell them, “You
aren’t bothering me. That’s what I’m here for,”” he said.

Debbie Greene was Benton’s sixth grade teacher and directs
the choir Benton’s wife sings in at Cerro Gordo Baptist Church;




A

Crowell Black was a [founding partner of the Boys and Girls
Homes of North Carolina.

she feels comfortable asking him car questions. “She told me
last night at church, ‘It’s good to have somebody you can trust.’
That’s the culture. You want to give back.”

Growth

Crowell Black of Cerro Gordo founded the original Black’s
Tire Service in 1929. His son, Buddy Black, eventually owned
service stations across Columbus County.

Benton’s father joined Buddy Black in business in 1980 and
bought BTS in 1996. It was Benton Sr.s idea to grow the busi-
ness beyond its original reach beginning in 1983.

Along the way, Benton Sr. faced the decision of whether to

BLACK’S TIRE SERVICE
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Black’s ﬁrst Chaity Golf Tournament for the BGHNC was held
in Myrtle Beach.

move the company headquarters, perhaps to Myrtle Beach or
Florence. Instead, in 2000, he chose to buy Whiteville’s old
Lowe’s building on N.C. 130 and convert it into the central dis-
tribution facility, keeping 100 jobs in the local economy.

Benton Sr. set a business model for making Whiteville the
“hub” of a wheel with “spokes” reaching to 10 regions. He mul-
tiplied the size of the company but stayed committed to guiding
principles learned from the Black family. They are family, team,
trust and service. Rick Benton II said those “core values™ still
guide BTS today.
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BLACK’S TIRE SERVICE

Rick Benton II is proud of the low turnover among Black’s employees,

but he prefers the term team members. The ad on the right ran in The
News Reporter in 1962.

Supporting the community

In the past 95 years, BTS has weathered some “pretty tough
times” like the Great Depression and the rationing regulations
during World War II, Benton II said. The company has main-
tained a steady commitment to charitable giving, especially to
Boys and Girtls Homes of North Carolina.

When the nonprofit, then called Boys Home, formed in 1954
at Lake Waccamaw, Crowell Black was on its founding board of
directors. This year BGHNC celebrates its 70th anniversary.

Black’s holds a golf tournament as a fundraiser for BGHNC
every yeat, raising a cumulative $2 million-plus so far. Other re-
cipients of BTS giving include Scouting, high school programs,
local youth sports and a variety of charities.

Benton said he wants the same giving attitude to prevail in the
company’s markets outside Whiteville, too. He tells customers,
“When you do business with us, you’re doing business with the
whole community. You’re giving back.”

Family

Today BTS has 1,100 team members — Benton avoids the
term “employee” — many of them children or grandchildren of
those who worked for Black or for Benton St. For Benton 11, the
business has been entwined with his own family for as long as he
can remember. His earliest childhood memories are of going to
work with his parents, Ricky and Dianne Benton.

“I saw my father changing tires and oil. I saw my mother
washing cars. When I was 5 years old, they had me counting
change for customers and standing on a stepstool to clean wind-
shields.” Meanwhile one of his two younger brothers might’ve
been sleeping or playing in a playpen in the shop. As the boys
grew up, “We trained under the best people,” Benton II said,
and all three learned from their parents that hard work pays off.

Sometimes in cold weather, “The water was freezing on the
cars, and I asked, “Why are we washing cars?” My dad said, ‘If
somebody wants their car washed, we’re going to do it.”

Today all three brothers have BTS leadership roles. Ryan Ben-
ton lives in Wilmington and supervises retail operations, and
Jeremy Benton lives in Myrtle Beach and supports Black’s com-
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mercial division. Rick Benton II handles purchasing, logistics,
wholesale operations and marketing, They have cousins in man-
agement positions, too. Rick and Dianne Benton still exercise
CEO responsibilities in spite of their sons’ encouragement to
take it easy.

Benton II made sure his now-grown sons learned the same
lessons, he said. “If they weren’t in school or on the baseball
field, they worked in the shop or warehouse.”

Someday at BTS, they could be working alongside the grand-
children of people who worked with their grandparents.

Service

Not everyone has a family background in the tire and auto
service business, however. The company holds staff training ses-
sions about twice a week at a facility next door to the distribution
centet.

BTS teaches mechanics to do a little more than customers ex-
pect, Benton said. “That’s why we do free tire rotation” with
an oil change. “We’ve already got your car up on the lift, and it
doesn’t take that much more time.” Proper rotation extends the
life of a set of tires. “We check your brakes and your tires,” he
said, because, otherwise, “If you get a flat later, you’ll say, ‘I was
just at your shop for an oil change. Why didn’t you tell me?””

A good thing for BTS, Benton said, is that, “People have got
to ride. We’re here to help people keep their cars running.”

The average age of a car on the road today is 12 years, Benton
said. Today, “Cars are getting more and more complicated,” with
advances in additives, navigation systems and safety features.

However, the majority of the service tasks performed by BTS
mechanics are still fairly basic: brake repairs, oil changes, alignments,
state inspections, tuneups and — especially on rainy days — wiper
blade replacements. “You'd be amazed the difference new wiper
blades make,” he said.

The BTS approach to training a new team member is hands-on
apprenticeship and mentoring in both technical skills and people
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skills. Benton said the company has partnerships with local high
schools and Southeastern Community College that help aspiring
auto technicians, accountants and clerical specialists earn credentials
and academic credit while getting paid.

What’s ahead?

New retail locations opened in Fayetteville and Calabash in De-
cember, then in Columbia and Lugoff, S.C., in January, giving BTS
a total of 59.

Today the company’s 10 “spokes” reach to Charlotte, Raleigh,
Durham, Statesville, Wilmington, Fayetteville, Greenville S.C., Flot-
ence, Columbia and Myrtle Beach. In addition, the company whole-
sales tires to about 500 independent “partner dealers.”

With the Black’s centennial just five years away, what does Benton
predict for the company’s future?

“We’re buying the old Quality Ford,” which was Patriot Ford
from 2019 to 2023, he said. BTS may “move some service work and
training activity there.” In addition, Benton thinks BTS could “dress
up” the original shop at 1615 S. Madison St. and make it a place to
showcase local history.

As far as daily application of BTS values, Benton said he hopes
he and his team “can keep getting better,” learning new technology
while living up to their reputation for quality.

“We don’t take that lightly,” he said.

In 2015 BTS Training Center opened and
Whiteville Warehouse Distribution Center
added 20,000 sq. ft.
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TELL STORIES OF CHANGE

story BILL THOMPSON
rHotos BILL THOMPSON AND LEs HicH

nce upon a time in southeastern North Carolina, tobacco

was king and the curing barn that sat in or near the fields
of the green weed was his castle. The alchemy of time and labor,
prayers and frustration, combined with heating fuel (wood, oil or
gas), turned sticky green leaves into “golden weed,” the suste-
nance of farm families.

When tobacco was king, the golden leaf also provided tax rev-
enues to build schools and farm-to-market roads. Churches were
built and supported by congregations giving a portion of what
they earned from their tobacco crops.

But the economy changed and the old barns succumbed to
time and weather and the weight of kudzu vines. And the king
descended his throne.

Up on Red Hill Road on the edge of White Marsh and Welches
Creek, the High family’s farm sat on low rolling slopes that rose
slightly above the surrounding swampland. Although the swamp
repeatedly tried to encroach, the land prevailed. The family of
Lonnie Haynes “Boy” High Jr. farmed tobacco until the time
came to adapt to the changes of agriculture. Boy High and his
son Jim High planted and harvested other crops. But the memory
of tobacco farming was still there, partly in the minds of the High
family and partly in the form of seven barns on the property.
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Even as the crops changed, some old customs, particularly bird
hunting, continued to be a part of the family heritage. And if a
visitor were to stop by that farm today he would still find much
that made the site distinctive.

On a spring afternoon the same wind blows across a field of
winter wheat that now surrounds one old tobacco barn, the last
of the seven. There is still one tobacco barn there today because,
years ago, Jim High believed that saving it and another one — his
parents’ last two barns — was a worthwhile project. High was
then editor and publisher of The News Reporter, but he consid-
ered himself a farmer first.

It’s uncertain what years any of the High barns were built. By
the mid-20th century, only two remained, and they had begun to
crumble. Jim High saw the need to preserve them and the old tree
as a part of his heritage.

By last year, one of the two remaining tobacco barns had se-
vere roof damage, and the other needed repair. Jim High’s son
and daughter, Les High and Stuart Rogers, hired Cam Heustess to
repair the barn that was still relatively sturdy. He patched it using
salvaged portions of the more dilapidated barn.

Today the restored barn stands under a giant oak tree that
frames the building as the late-afternoon sun paints a tableau.



In tobacco barn terminology, the barn’s
interior space is divided horizontally into
four “rooms” five tiers high. The walls are
made of wood, and a new metal roof now
caps the building, In the old days, the cracks
between the boards or logs on the side would
have been chinked with clay, a substance in
abundance in the area. But this is no ordi-
nary barn. Jim High was not only a farmer
but a newspaper man who hated to see any-
thing go to waste. So, when the technology
of the newspaper business changed, Mr.
High repurposed plates that had been used
on the old printing press to line the walls of
the old tobacco barn.

At first glance, the combination of ele-
ments seems contradictory or at least un-
usual. But there really is an appropriate con-
nection.

When tobacco was king, the local newspa-
per was the court herald. In the Kingdom of
Columbus County, that voice was The News
Reporter. The newspaper told the populace
about the events that affected them. That
included where and when the tobacco mar-
kets would be open. The News Reporter
told what price farmers were getting for
their tobacco at which markets. Some of
the paper’s advertisers promoted goods the
farmers needed to make their crop. Others
told them where they could buy their clothes,
cars, trucks, tractors, clothes, food and other
goods once they realized their income for
the year.

So, it was really a natural collaboration
to include the plates in the reconstruction
of the barn. Everyone who knew Jim High
knew he was a son of the soil with ink in his
veins. This barn was a symbol of the legacy
that Jim High left to his family. It was a way
to leave his mark, to remind his family of
their roots and their connection to this com-
munity.

Sixty years after Jim High brought home
used printing plates and covered his tobacco
barn with them, it’s still possible to read the
writing on some and learn a little bit about
what news was happening in the Columbus
County of that time. If a visitor looks closely
at the plates nailed to the walls of the barn,
they will see familiar names of people who
have played a role in the history of this area
along with the events that shaped their lives.

It is not a difficult road to travel to get to
the old barn. It is a typical rutted field road
that has been the route of mules and trac-
tors and trucks. It’s a place where the High
family can gather, eat a picnic and share fam-
ily history and stories. And, if they listen to
the little breeze blowing under that giant oak
tree, they may hear the familiar call of Jim
High, editor-farmer: “Got any news?”

gh family members Keith and Stuart Rogers and Les and Beky High lan to use the
restored tobacco barn for family gatherings.

CAROLINA mdnks. Inc. -

e

Lumber from an adjacent barn storm damaged beyond repair was repurposed to restore
the last remaining tobacco barn on the High farm.
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Cox Warehouse Discount Furniture carries
several top industry brands to furnish any room of
your home from bedrooms to home offices in style.

-

o 4

OVER
160,000
COMBINED

@ O - FPANRE N LAg B o I A ASHLEY || CRAFTMASTER _?,_.LLMLY_.F_U&IM

TEMPUR CORPORATION

advice, the best

selection, and the
best deals in the
area, come and

\shop with us!

www.coxwarehousediscountfurniture.com

COX WAREHOUSE COX QUALITY COX QUALITY
DISCOUNT FURNITURE HOME FURNISHINGS BEDDING

1423 N. JK Powell Blvd. 128 Country Club Dr. 4592 Longbeach Rd.
Whiteville, NC 28472 Oak Island, NC 28465 Southport, NC 28461
Phone: (910) 640.2900 Phone: (910) 457.4404 Phone: (910) 454.0646
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AWARD-WINNING

: I:RAFT SPlHlT

aen ol T LT (T
e Shop for our Cape Fear Wines, Cape Fear Distillery
Spirits, Fine Art, Unique Gifts and so much more!

w %
TIPSYTO D

195 Vineyard Dr., Elizabethtown, NC 283379
910-645-4291 | fun@capefearwinery.com

* VINEYARD & WINERY -

WHITEVILLE
PLILIY SHUY

Auto Collision Repair ® Custom Painting
129 West Walter Street * Downtown Whiteville * (910) 642-3820

Visit us on Facebook £

www.whitevillebodyshop.com
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KALEIDOSCOPE OF HOPE SOIREE
FRIDAY, MAY 31 | 5:30 P.M.

Kaleidoscope of Hope Soiree is the first annual ben-
efit for Carolyn’s Kaleidoscope Child Advocacy Center, a
program in Whiteville for children harmed by physical or
sexual abuse or neglect. The center is a part of Boys and
Girls Homes of North Carolina. The event includes din-
ner and entertainment and begins at 5:30 p.m. on May 31
at The Spillway in Whiteville. Tickets are $75 per person,
$100 for a couple and $500 for a table of 8. For ticket in-
formation, call Danielle Nolan at 910-646-3083 or email
danielle.nolan@bghnc.org.

WHITEVILLE GARDEN CLUB TOUR
SATURDAY, JUNE 1 | 10 A.M.-5 P.M.

Five private gardens and the pollinator garden of Lower
Cape Fear LifeCare’s Angel House will be open to visitors.
Tour booklets are on sale for $25 through club members and
at Country Nursery in Whiteville. Proceeds support club
projects to beautify and educate the community.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JUNE 1
10 A.M. -3 P.M. | DOWNTOWN TaBOR CITY

The Greater Tabor City Chamber of Commerce is spon-
soring a day of family fun in downtown Tabor City at the
fourth annual Spring Has Sprung Festival, Saturday, June 1.
Events include a parade at 11 a.m. plus a free kidzone with
Flimsy The Clown, a car show on 5th Street, live entertain-
ment and a variety of craft and food vendors. Look for up-
to-date event information at facebook.com/taborcitycham-
berofcommerce.

CorLuMBUS COUNTY FARMERS MARKET
SPECIAL MARKET EVENTS

The market will be open on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
through December 14.

June 15 - Old Fashioned Farm Day | July 13 - Watermelon Day
Aug. 10 - Back-To-School Day | Sept. 14 - Honey Day
Oct. 19 - Chicken Bog & BBQ Day
Now. 16 - Collard, Cornbread and Sweet Potato Day

The Columbus County Community Farmers Market is lo-
cated at 132 Government Complex Rd. (near the Farm Ser-
vices Building and the Department of Social Services) north
of Whiteville.

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!
HicH ScHooL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES
June 7 - West Columbus High School 6 p.m.
June 8 - Whiteville High School 9 a.m. at Legion Stadium
June 8 - South Columbus High School 10 a.m.
June 8 - East Columbus Jr.-Sr. High School 2 p.m.
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Music IN THE ALLEY
FREE LIVE SUMMER MUSIC SERIES
7 -9 P.M. | DOWNTOWN WHITEVILLE
Performance dates:

June 6 - Chris Nash | June 20 - Jeffrey Simmons
July 18 - Crenshaw Trucking Band | Aug. 1 - The 2 Kahones
Aug. 15 - Morgan Hudson | Sept. § - Jeffrey Simmons
Sept. 19 - Jubilee | Oct. 3 - Luke Kiser
Oct. 17 - Jason Smith & Evan Wright

CoLuMBUS COUNTY JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL
JUNE 14,15 & 19

The Miss Juneteenth Scholarship Pageant on Friday, June 14,
launches a weekend of family fun celebrating freedom at the Colum-
bus County Juneteenth Festival. The festivities continue Saturday,
June 14, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Columbus County Fairgrounds
with music, food, vendors, a play zone for children and a cultural ex-
hibit. A Juneteenth picnic luncheon is at noon on Wednesday, June
19, in downtown Whiteville followed by a parade at 4 p.m. Follow
the event on Facebook for updates or e-mail rootedcreationsbysb@
outlook.com for event, pageant and vendor information.

Music ON MADISON AT VINELAND STATION
FREE LIVE SUMMER MUSIC SERIES
7 -9 P.M. | DoOwNTOWN WHITEVILLE

Performance dates:
June 17 - Pink Slips | July 25 - Gary Lowder and Smokin’ Hot
Aug. 22 - Rivermist | Sept. 26 - Painted Man
Oct. 24 - Southside Saints

ANNUAL CoLuMBUS COUNTY FIREWORKS CELEBRATION
TuUEsDAY, JULY 2
SouTtH CoLuMBUS HiGH SCHOOL STADIUM

The Greater Tabor City Chamber of Commerce will host an
evening of music, patriotism and fireworks on Tuesday, July 2,
at the South Columbus High School Stadium. Gates will open
at 6 p.m. Entertainment begins at 6:30 p.m. The fireworks dis-
play will begin around 9:30 p.m. Find event information closer
to the date at facebook.com/taborcitychamberofcommerce

THE FAIR BLUFF WATERMELON FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JULY 27
RIVERSIDE DRIVE, FAIR BLUFF

Schedule of events:

7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m. - Biggest Watermelon Registration

10 a.m. - Biggest Watermelon weigh-in & awards presentation
10:30 a.m. - Youth & adult watermelon eating contests
11 a.m. - Youth and adult watermelon quality awards presentation
12:30 p.m. - Parade
2:30 p.m. - Fair Bluff Rotary Club Duck Race

For event updates visit facebook.com/fairbluffwatermelonfestival
and fairbluff.com for pageant information. The new festival web-
site, fairbluffwatermelonfestival.org, includes information about
sponsorship opportunities, festival history and the Fair Bluff Wa-
termelon Growers Association’s new educational outreach program.



HEROES CRUISE-IN, PARADE & BBQ Co0OKk-OFF
COMPETITION
SATURDAY, SEPT. 14
DownTOWN TABOR CITY

The Greater Tabor City Chamber of Commerce and the
Tabor City community are hosting a Heroes Cruise-In, pa-
rade and, new this year, a BBQ Cook-Off competition on
Saturday, Sept. 14, in downtown Tabor City.

The Cruise-In will feature classic cars, trucks and motor-
cycles that will cruise into town and set up on Main Street.
All fire, EMS, law enforcement and veterans are invited to
participate in the cruise-in and parade.

Participants are asked to register by calling Cynthia Nel-
son at 910-840-0292 or 910-377-3012. Find event infor-
mation closer to the date at facebook.com/taborcitycham-
berofcommerce

CoLuMBUS COUNTY AGRICULTURE FAIR
Oct.8-0cT. 13

The annual Columbus County Fair is Oct. 8-13 starting
with a parade in downtown Whiteville. Fair events such as
thrilling rides, delicious food, competitions, a demolition
derby and live entertainment will be located at the Colum-
bus County Fairgrounds. Save the date and look for com-
plete fair information and an event schedule published in
The News Reporter on Thursday, Oct. 3.

TROOPER KEVIN CONNOR MEMORIAL RUN
SATURDAY, OCT. 12
DOWNTOWN WHITEVILLE
Master Trooper Kevin Conner (B-551) of Clarendon
lost his life during a traffic stop on Oct. 17,2018, and he
is remembered each year on his EOW (End Of Watch)
at the Trooper Kevin Conner Memorial Run. Proceeds
from the event fund a scholarship for students in Colum-
bus and Bladen counties in memory of Trooper Conner.
8:30 a.m. — SK starts
8:35 a.m. — 1 Mile starts
9 a.m. — Pancake breakfast and family activities
9:45 a.m. — Awards (this time is approximate)
Register to participate online before the race at
runsignup.com/Race/NC/Whiteville/TrooperKev-
inConnerMemorialRun or you can register online from
your phone or device up to the start of the race.

WaccamMAaw S1I0OUAN Pow Wow
Ocrt. 18 AND OcCT. 19
Waccamaw S10UAN TRIBAL GROUNDS, BUCKHEAD

The 52nd annual Waccamaw Siouan Pow Wow
event celebrates Waccamaw Siouan history, culture
and traditional tribal foods. Weekend events, held
on the Waccamaw Siouan Tribal Grounds in the
Buckhead Community north of Bolton, include an
American Indian dance and drumming competition.

N.C. Yam FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, OCT. 26
TaBOR CI1TY

The N.C. Yam Festival hosts many community
events and gatherings throughout the year, leading up
to the festival celebration in downtown Tabor City on
Saturday, Oct. 26.

As the event nears, stop by the Tabor City Library
for event information, festival T-shirts, souvenirs,
event tickets and free children’s Yam Festival color-
ing books, plus parade and vendor applications. Visit
ncyamfestival.com and facebook.com/ncyamfestival
for up-to-date information.

THE NORTH CAROLINA PECAN MusiC FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, Nov. 2
DowNTOWN WHITEVILLE

A new event is coming the first Saturday of November in
downtown Whiteville. The festival’s official new name is
The North Carolina Pecan Music Festival. The Whiteville
Downtown Development Commission is the new sponsor
and plans to replace the parade with free live band perfor-
mances and a bigger and better kids’ block. Bring your chairs
downtown and sfpend the day listening to Eerformances by
a great lineup of popular bands, along with the traditional
car show, great food and vendors. Look for more festival,
sponsor and vendor information on Facebook at facebook.
com/NCPecanHarvestFestival or email Meredith Ward
at mward@ci.whiteville.nc.us or Emily Cross at ecross@
ci.whiteville.nc.us.

N.C. Pecan Music Festival band performances
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Julio & the Saltines
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. - Thomas Road
4 to 6 p.m. - Southside Saints Band

SHUCK N’ SHAG OYSTER RoasT
Nov.7 | 5-9 p.m.
VINELAND STATION, WHITEVILLE

The Columbus County Chamber of Commerce and
Tourism will host the annual Shuck N’ Shag Oyster Roast
on Thursday, Nov. 7, at Vineland Station in Whiteville.
Oysters will be served at 5 p.m. along with chili, peel-and-
eat shrimp and Brunswick stew. Tickets are available closer
to the event at the chamber office. Raffle tickets are $5
each or § tickets for $20. Visit thecolumbuschamber.com
for more information or call 910-642-3171.

CoLUMBUS REGIONAL HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
FOUNDATION GALA
SATURDAY, NOV. 23
VINELAND STATION, WHITEVILLE

Save the date of Saturday, Nov. 23, for the 2024 CRHS Founda-
tion Gala at Vineland Station with dinner and dancing to music
provided by The Ray Band. Proceeds this year will support health
screening su%plies and events in Columbus County. Contact
Stephanie Miller at smiller@crhealthcare.org for sponsorship and
ticket information.
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SOCIAL PHOTOS

WHITEVILLE DiAMOND CLUB FIRST PiTcH BANQUET Jan. 6
HONORING FORMER WHS BASEBALL COACH

LiNnwooDp HEDGPETH AND THE LATE PAUL ALTON JACKSON
Photos by Savanna Elkins

Know what you're getting. ~ .
Know where you're going. S q%ﬂql}gac USL!:E?Ern

EXT NC = SCC FOR FREE!

is a new financial aid program that helps most North
Carolinians from households making $80,000 or less
pursue higher education by fully covering tuition and fees
at any community college or more than half, if not all, of
tuition and fees to attend any public university in the state.

nill receive at leas |
s or at least

2s at NC public universities.
TO LEARN MORE VISIT
WWW.SCCNC .EDU/PAYING-FOR-COLLEGE/NEXT-NC-SCHOLARSHIP
OR CONTACT THE SCC FINANCIAL AID OFFICE
FINAID@SCCNC.EDU (910) 788-6214

*For eligible students.
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THE NEwS REPORTER’S FIFTEEN UNDER 40
CLASS OF 2024

J()l\"l‘ PAI\‘"

SoftWave

Tissue Regeneration Technologies

INNOVATIVE THERAPY FOR DEGENERATIVE JOINTS AND
INJURED SOFT TISSUES

Neck & Back Pain /Joint Pain/Arthritis/Degenerative Joints/Sprains/Strains
“Bone on Bone” Joint Pain/Tendinitis/Bursitis/Neuropathy and More...

NON-INVASIVE NON-SURGICAL DRUG FREE

Free Consultation Same Day Treatment No down time

) Ask about Our Introductory Special!!!
./w—-" I ‘\._.._,‘

s M ITH 100 E. Main Street | Whiteville, NC 28472 <.
CHIROPRACTIC 910.642.2481 k.
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SOCIAL PHOTOS

SCC 60TH ANNIVERSARY
‘RAISE THE BELL’ GROUNDBREAKING
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Serving the agricultural industry with the finest products at competitive prices

HARVEY’S SOUTHEAST
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Your Prescription
Your Responsibility

W= RAHCC

Y Hiallf Care Guardian, i

BE AWARE. DON'T SHARE.

q |LOCKYOUR

lockyourmeds.org/nc

NC DEPARTMENT OF
\ HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

R/ /21 Division of Mental Health,
Developmantal Disabilities
¥ and Substance Abuse Services

NATIONAL

Supported by tha N.C. Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
FamiLy

Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abusa Services, with
funding from tha Substance Abuse and Mental Health Servicas Administration,
Opiold STR/Cures (Grant #1H79TI080257) and SPF-RX (Grant £1U795PO22087).
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GREATER FAIR BLUFF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE March 7
43RD ANNUAL BANQUET “EMERGING AS A NEW TOWN”

Ei FAIR BLurE CHAMBER OF IC MMERCE 1

SPONSORED BY‘FAIR Brurr VSITORS EN‘T!ER
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ECHS GirLs’ BAskeTBALL NCHSAA March 15
1A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
WAKE FOREST LAWRENCE JOEL VETERANS MEMORIAL COLISEUM

RDNALD’S BODY SHOP

_ - 24 Hour Wrecker Service e
e J:’,, ’;-j = 206 Magnoha St Whltewlle, NC 28472 | Shop 914)-642—8478 i

AR
T ST -
S X S
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Auto « Home » Boat AT Vs e Motorcycle
Trucking « Commercial « Bonds ¢ Renters Insurance

'J( Freedom: Insurance Agency,-Inc.

* . tonyasfreedom@gmail.com www.freedominsurance4u.com
43 South Whiteville Village
K Whiteville, NC 28472 (Across from Lowe’s)
910-640-2828

Monday - Friday 8:30 to 5:30 / Saturday 9:00 to 12:00

(Call today ior a Quote!

~Inland Marine « Mobile Homes « Restaurants « Churches
ar Lots « Life Insurance « General Liability « Workers Compj

r
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CENTRAL CoLuMBUS DIXIE SOFTBALL OPENING CEREMONY
March 15

Nicole M. Hopkins _p
BSW, MA, LCMHC T

The Pasture
CHRISTIAN PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR at ar

— . TRADITIONAL
M. _ THERAPY SERVICES:

Family
Child/Adolescent
Marriage &
g‘r‘i‘:f“a' = 910 840 2636
e 995 Elroy Mercer Rd, Chadbourn, NC
www.thepastureatmercer.com

Equine Assisted Psychotherapy ~ Traditional Therapy ~ Corporate Training
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONFIDENCE COLUMBUS COUNTY!
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CorumBUs CoTtiLLiON CLUB March 16
2024 DEBUTANTES OF COoTILLION SPRING DANCE & BALL
VINELAND STATION, WHITEVILLE

3 &GadenEq
i Pans Sales Sr\r

@Husqvarna = FERRIS' = YANMAR
Sales. 5|Il9““ﬂh v Family

Parts. Owned &
Service. LSI"BII Engines) Operated

singletarysmallengines.com

9511 James B White Hwy S | Whiteville | 910.642.3278 | 910.653.5165
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2024 INVESTMENT IN CHARACTER DINNER March 20
LakEs DisTrict CAPE FEAR CouUuNcIL Boy Scours OoF AMERICA
SPEcIAL GUEST EppIE PooLE, N.C. STATE DEFENSIVE BAck 1972-1975
e A B e i Ll . & =

Kt KT
3 ARELA

Find out about
VETERANS TRANSPORTATION

to the VA Hospital in Fayetteville and the
VA Clinic in Wilmington,
as well as destinations within Columbus County.

-
CoLumMBUS COUNTY for details
TRANSPORTATION 910-642-7201
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Ronald M. Walters, M.D., FACS
Registered Vascular Tecbno]ogist

David L. Greco, M.D., FACS

Bariatric Surgery
Robotic Surgery
General Surgery
Wound Care
Colonoscopy, EGD
Vascular Surgery
Thoracic Surgery
Minimally Invasive
Surgery

642-3214

220 Jefferson St.
Whiteville, NC 28472

www.walterssurgicalassociates.com
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100 YEARS OF SERVICE CELEBRATION

WHITEVILLE RoTARY CLUB
March 21

%
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CELEBRATE THE ARTS March 23
East CoLumMBUS JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

(2 | A

Your Home.
Your Car.

Your Life. BUREAU

Your Health. INSURANCE

\ Gl
Phil Addison Glenn Ray Teddy Tedder Wesley Varnadore Ben Worthington Meredith Hammond

Agency Manager LUTCF, Agent Agent Agent Agent Agent
910-642-8206 910-642-8206 910-642-8206 910-642-8206 910-642-8206 910-642-8206

113 West Smith St., Whiteville / Addison Agency 91 0-642-8206
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A RIDE TO RECLAIM ROOTS

storv. MARI B. THOMPSON
LustraTioN INR STAFF

fter my daughter’s high school graduation last summer,

we set out for Hallsboro on the hottest day of the year.
In the early morning haze, we headed east on Hwy. 74 from
Charlotte with our Chick-fil-A on the console between us and
her iPhone playing her tunes through the car. She educated
me on the latest music and chatted until she fell asleep around
Wadesboro, and I was alone with the road and my thoughts.

I tried to recall the trip I'd taken on that same highway, go-
ing west to Charlotte more than 30 years earlier, but I couldn’t.
Back then, the trip was unremarkable because I hadn’t realized
I would stay in Charlotte and build a life. I was 22, single, and
flying up the highway in a little white sports car. No responsibili-
ties or plans.

Now, as I neared the 701 bypass in Whiteville, I had an un-
deniable craving for a
Ward’s hamburger. 1 de-
cided to make a detour. 1
knew I’d be forgiven for
my lateness if 1 showed
up with lunch for every-
body.

I didn’t go down-
town to Ward’s imme-
diately but first drove
around the courthouse.
Miss Peatl’s Dress Shop,
which had been in the
shopping center, had
been closed for decades.
I still remember driving
to my first job there, that
first paycheck 1 earned
and the pride I felt in be-
ing able to contribute to
the purchase of all those
pageant dresses my par-
ents and I bought. I think
it was here, among the se-
quins and feathers, that I
began to believe a life be-
yond the borders of the
world I knew wasn’t just
something to read about
in the adventure books I
loved, but something at-
tainable. The parking lot was empty now. Not a rhinestone in
sight.

I drove down Warrior Trail to Waccamaw Academy and saw
myself again as the smallest face in the pack of kids peering out
the window of the paneled station wagon on the way to school.
I smiled as I remembered one particular morning when all the
kids in my carpool had sung “Another One Bites The Dust” as
loudly and off-key as possible as we arrived and pulled through
the circular drive. We had piled out of the station wagon, rebel-
lious and invincible. Now the school was closed, and the gate
was locked.

Next, I tried to retrace the route I'd taken during the two
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summers I’d driven the United Carolina Bank lemonade truck
around to the tobacco auctions. Yes, it was hot on that June
morning in 2023; I was wearing shorts and flip-flops as I drove
with the air conditioning on and bobbed my head to a Taylor
Swift song on my daughter’s playlist. But I realized it was not
the same kind of hot it had been inside a tobacco warehouse
in August back when I was wearing pantyhose and a full can of
Aqua Net in teased-out ’80s hair. I understood that now most
of the warehouses no longer hold tobacco auctions, nor does
United Carolina Bank play the role it did in Whiteville life. But
just thinking about the hot, sticky days made me turn up the air
conditioning fan and lean forward to let it blow on my face for
a minute.

I’d had no illusions that I could come home and find things
the same. I’'d kept up
with family and some
high school friends on
Facebook, and I'd seen
some of the hurricane
damage and recovery ef-
forts in The News Re-
porter. I knew of the
economic challenges that
had existed for years, and
I’d made short visits dur-
ing those years. But visit-
ing isn’t living it.

My daughter stirred
in the passenger seat.
She turned her travel pil-
low to the cool side and
then curled back up to
the deep sleep of a teen-
ager. It was time to get
our lunch, but T found
myself turning the car
toward my grandparents’
house instead. I had seen
it only once since our
family sold it, and the
pull was so strong I con-
vinced myself 1 would
only drive by and not stay
long;

I approached the little
white house a few minutes later and slowly pulled into the drive-
way as I had a thousand times before. I thought I must be mis-
taken. My mouth even hung open a bit. I knew I couldn’t be
lost because I could have found my way to this doorstep from
anywhere. This was home.

But it wasn’t.

The car idled as I surveyed the destruction. The weeds and
brush in the yard had grown so high they obscured most of the
house from the road. Vines tugged at the faded pink chimney,
threatening to pull it over into the once well-loved and well-
tended garden. The long green vines climbed up through my
childhood bedroom windows like the tentacles of the monsters



I had feared in my little girl nightmares, destroying my home,
this house that had been my shelter and refuge as a child and a
touchstone as an adult. The broken blinds hung askew in shat-
tered windows as harbingers of the abuse to be found inside.

I had become a very different person than the one who’d
left Columbus County three decades earlier. I'd had a career, a
tumultuous marriage, two children and a nasty divorce. I'd had
experiences, good and bad, that the girl who’d left this house
behind couldn’t have imagined. There had been dreams fulfilled
and dreams crushed.

Looking at the house, I felt that it and I were alike. Both of us
had been built to be strong by my family’s love, but both of us
were the worse for wear now.

I satin the car, and at last I cried.
Hard. This modest but once warm
and welcoming house represented
the people I loved and the values
I’d learned here: Be a good person,
work hard, and in the end you’ll be
okay. The decay in front of me re-
futed that. The house that had nur-
tured four generations of my family
looked neglected and on the verge of collapsing.

There had been other changes than those to the landscape.
My mother and grandmother passed away in 2019 just before
the pandemic. Losing them wasn’t a natural disaster like a hur-
ricane to everyone, but it was seismic to me. Like so many of my
generation who have now lost the people who raised us, I feel as
if there’s a crack in my foundation. Our lives are still standing,
But it’s not the same without that support as we resist all the
forces trying to pull us over.

I silently railed at something unnamable. Not God, surely. I
knew He had a plan even if I didn’t know what it was.

Injustice? No tempest in my little teapot deserves such a
grand word.

The inevitable exhaustion of this stage of life? Perhaps. Be-
cause it’s as invasive as the vines choking the house.

The tears finally dried. I had used up all the Chick-fil-A nap-
kins from the door pocket. I looked over at my daughter, who
was looking at me.

“OK, Mama?” she asked quietly.

“Almost, baby,” I replied with a soggy smile, abashed know-
ing she had witnessed me shaking my fists at Fate. “Let’s go.”

Before I put the car into reverse, I reached behind me to pull
out my purse. She chuckled as I rummaged through it and said,
“Grandma always told you to put on some lipstick. You’ll feel
better.” This was true, and so I did.

Just as we were about to pull back onto the road, a passing
pickup blew its horn at us, and I raised my arm in a return salute.
We drove back to Whiteville on the two-lane road lined with
corn waving in the faint summer breeze as we passed. Drivers
of oncoming cars greeted us with a raised finger or two over
their steering wheels and I responded in kind.

“Mama, do you know all these people?”

“I don’t know, Punkin. But I wave just in case.”

She laughed. “Cool.”

The next time a car passed, she waved, too.

We turned beside Vineland Station on the way to Ward’s Grill.

“What’s that building, Mama?”

“It’s an old train depot. Trains don’t come through any more,
so now it’s used as a place to have special events. We’re going to
have Granddaddy’s birthday party there.”

I had become a very different person
than the one who'd left Columbus County
three decades earlier. Looking at the house, I
felt that it and I were alike.

“That’s cool they can reuse an old building like that for some-
thing fun instead of tearing it down.”

We bounced across the railroad tracks and pulled into a park-
ing spot. I called Daddy and got everyone’s lunch order. My city
girl eschewed the opportunity to stand lined up in the glare of
the midday sun outside of the tiny grill to wait our turn.

I struck up a conversation with the lady in front of me as
we waited for our food. We didn’t introduce ourselves but dis-
cussed the heat and our hunger in depth like old friends. So
engrossed was I in the pleasantness of an idle chat that I didn’t
notice everyone ahead of me paying in cash. As the young man
behind the counter called my order, I pulled out my credit card

and was speechless to learn that
credit cards weren’t taken at Ward’s.
Embarrassed, T asked if he could
please set my order to the side,
and I would return shortly with the
money to pay for my lunch.

The man shrugged as he wiped
his hands on his apron and said,
“Oh, that’s all right. Just take care

of it next time.”

Then he nodded to me and turned to the next customer as
I thanked him. A man wearing overalls and a John Deere hat
opened the door for me, and I returned to the car, my hands
loaded with bags full of hamburgers.

My phone rang; It was Daddy. He was hungry and wanted to
know how far away I was. I thought about that for a second as 1
pulled away from the curb.

“Not as far as I thought, Daddy.”

Dental Implant Innovations
That Will Make You Smile.

Whether creating new dental implants

or restoring older ones, COFSC is on
the leading edge of this procedure.

Our intraoral scanner and 3D printer
replace traditional impressions, creating

CAROLINAS
a much more accurate and completel
customized result. Dental impla’;ts ari: ORAL&FACIAL
SURGERY CENTER

a good replacement for natural teeth
and more comfortable than dentures.
Many insurance plans are accepted, so visit
carolina-surgery.com, or call 910.762.2618 to learn more.

Mark E. Bufalini, DMD, MD
Michael S. Booth, DDS

Wilmington, Scotts Hill, Jacksonville
& Whiteville
www.carolina-surgery.com

Steven Lemmon, DMD
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Whiteville, NC

Three Generations serving Columbus County since 1948

Traditional Services | Graveside Services
Memorial Services | Cremation
Out-of-Town Arrangements

405 Strawberry Blvd.
(910) 654-3518

www.worthingtonfuneralhome.com
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VINELAND STATION

A PREMIERE EVENT VENUE

Whether an intimate private
gathering or large-scale affair,
historic Vineland Station is
Columbus County’s most
exceptional wedding location.

Downtown Whiteville

www.whitevillenc.gov/historic-vineland-station-depot
Contact Emily Cross at 910.840.2928 'f
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Meet General Surgeon
Dr. Jayme McArthur-Herder

General Surgeon Jayme McArthur-Herder, M.D., has joined UNC Health Surgical Specialists at Southeastern Health Mall and
the medical staff of UNC Health Southeastern. She has a professional interest in robotic surgery, particularly hernia repair. She
is also interested in increasing medical literacy and promoting preventative health and health maintenance.

“I want to be an advocate for my patients, ensuring they are empowered to make the best medical decisions for themselves
while also being able to provide them high quality, personable care,” said Dr. McArthur-Herder.

She completed undergraduate degrees in both science education and chemistry at East Carolina University in 2006, and
medical school at UNC Chapel Hill School of Medicine in 2016. She completed a general surgery residency earlier this year at
Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta, Ga.

“Being from a small North Carolina town, | value the opportunity to contribute to the community and am excited to be a
provider in Robeson County,” added Dr. McArthur-Herder.

Outside of work, she enjoys home improvement projects and spending time with family.

@J UNC Health Surgical Specialists
OELr = C1] at Southeastern Health Mall
[Tk ; 2934 North Elm Street, Suite E
b 4' Lumberton, NC

UNCHealthSE.org == ﬁ (910) 739-0022






