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Fair board honors Harrelson’s livestock leadership and legacy
The Columbus County Agriculture Fair was founded 

on the principles of  supporting law enforcement while 
celebrating the importance of  all things agriculture in Co-
lumbus County. The livestock industry is a big part of  our 
agricultural heritage and its future, not only in Columbus 
County but throughout North Carolina. 

Ben Harrelson has dedicated decades to showcasing this 
important industry every year at the Columbus County Ag-
riculture Fair. For many years, Ben Harrelson was one of  
several important individuals that helped make our live-
stock shows such an important part of  this fair. We were so 
honored to start these shows back, building upon the legacy 
that he helped to create. He has also been a champion of  

the Ole Macdonald Farm building, where showing chickens is 
another one of  his passions. His leadership in these important 
areas has not only been a vital component of  our fair but also 
helped educate future generations about their importance in 
our county.

Ben Harrelson has spent decades dedicated to our fair, fos-
tering its future and helping to ensure its success. Never one 
to want recognition, he’s always demonstrated his leadership 
through his commitment and hard work. The Columbus Coun-
ty Agriculture Fair is proud to dedicate the 2024 Columbus 
County Agriculture Fairbook to Ben Harrelson.

— Edited material from Columbus County Agriculture Fair

What to expect at the 2024 fair
The Columbus County Agriculture Fair 

Board of  Directors is pleased to announce 
the 44th annual Columbus County Agricul-
ture Fair, sponsored by Brunswick Electric 
Membership Corporation. 

As part of  our agricultural history, in 
2024 we are honoring the sweet potato. This 
crop not only has agricultural importance 
to our county but is culturally significant. 
The North Carolina Yam Festival will be 
celebrated Saturday, Oct. 26, in the Town of  
Tabor City, but don’t wait until then — come 
see how we spotlight local sweet potatoes at 
the fair.

Fair festivities will begin at 4 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 7, with our annual fair parade 
in downtown Whiteville. Bruce Lowery, af-
fectionately known as “Flimsy the Clown,” 
will serve as this year’s parade marshal!

We continue to be proud of  our educa-
tional tobacco barn constructed in time for 
the 2023 fair by Bill Worley & Sons, Inc. In its 
first season the barn quickly became a great 
space for people to gather and reminisce or 
just take a break while enjoying the sights 
and sounds of  the fair!

This year the fair board will dedicate and 
name the educational barn. Stay tuned in the 
coming days to hear more about this recogni-
tion.

More than ever, this year we want to cel-
ebrate all the great things about Columbus 
County, from our agriculture to our people! 

In that spirit, we are pleased to announce 
the return of  two popular events from years 
past and a totally new attraction that’ll have 
young and old “hooked.” Look what we’ve 
got planned: 

• On Tuesday, a crowd favorite will return 
when surrounding schools will participate 
in a cheerleading competition at the Joe Ja-
cobs Track. 

• We are also pleased to announce the re-

turn of  the Columbus County Agriculture 
Fair Pageant the night of  Saturday, Oct. 12. It 
has been years since a Miss Columbus Coun-
ty Fair has been crowned, but we are excited 
to see the pageant’s return! 

• Want to go fishing at the fair? This year 
we have the First Bite Fishing Tanks attrac-
tion where anyone can come try their hand 
or perfect their skills at fishing. 

We haven’t forgotten these annual events, 
either:

• Our livestock show returns at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8. The fair board dedicated 
this year’s fairbook to Ben Harrelson, who 
has dedicated decades to showcasing the 
livestock industry and its importance to our 
county. Ben has never sought recognition for 
his contributions, and we are honored to be 
able to recognize his hard work and dedica-
tion. 

• Our annual First Responders’ Tug-Of-
War is planned for Wednesday, Oct. 9. We 
can’t wait to see which agency takes home 
the trophy this year. 

• BEMC linemen will conduct a pole 
climbing safety demonstration at the demoli-
tion track Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Demolition derby on Friday and Satur-
day nights is always a huge event. There has 
been a lot of  work done on the Joe Jacobs 
Track, and we are pleased to announce a 
brand-new sound system to make everyone’s 
experience even better!

• We’ve planned a great lineup of  stage en-
tertainment. Check out the schedule in this 
guide.

• And, of  course, Dreamland Amusements 
will once again offer great rides and midway 
entertainment. Dreamland is even offering a 
discount this year for purchasing your arm-
bands early and online before the fair begins!

• Come support our businesses and ser-
vices in our exhibition building. 

Jess Hill, president of the fair’s board of directors, is shown with 
his family. Standing are Audrey, Eli and Anna Kay. Seated are Jes-
sica, Earl and Jess Hill. 

Ben Harrelson

• Our Evelyn Rabon Building 
will display local crops, crafts and 
more.

Keep up with fair news
Check out our newly designed 

website where you can view our 
2024 Fairbook online. For fair 
week updates, go to NRcolumbus.
com and subscribe to the free Daily 
Briefing e-mail newsletter.

Thank you for your support of  

your fair, the only county fair in 
the Cape Fear region!

We humbly ask you to come 
out and support all the things that 
make Columbus County a great 
place to live. May God bless you 
and your family; we hope to see ev-
eryone at this year’s fair!

Jess Hill
President, Columbus County 

Agriculture Fair, Inc. 
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Tuesday, Oct. 8
4 p.m. Gates Open
5 p.m. Flag Raising Ceremony
5:30 p.m. Decorated Pumpkin & Hat Contest
6 p.m. Spelling Bee (Grades 3-5)
6:30 p.m. Cheerleading Competition (Derby Track)
6:30 p.m. Livestock Show & Exhibit
	 Livestock Building
Nightly Dreamland Amusements

Wednesday, Oct. 9 
Special Friends’ Day
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Special Friends
4 p.m. Gates Open
5:30 p.m. Simply Dance 
6 p.m. Tug of  War (Derby Track)
6:30 Spelling Bee (Grades 6-8)
Nightly Dreamland Amusements

Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 10
Kindergarten Day 
9-a.m.-until Kindergarten Day
4 p.m. Gates Open
5 p.m., Waccamaw Siouan Dancers 
6 p.m. Talent Showcase - Southside Dance Studio
7 p.m. Talent Showcase - Amy’s Academy of  		
	 Dance Arts
7 p.m. BEMC Pole Top Rescue Demonstration
	 at Demo Derby Track
Nightly Dreamland Amusements

Friday, Oct. 11
Senior Citizens’ Day  		
1-4 p.m. Senior Citizens’ Day (60 and older)
4 p.m. Gates Open
5 p.m. Carolina Extreme Karate
6 p.m. Diaper Derby
6:30 p.m. Flimsy the Clown
7 p.m. Children’s Tractor Pull (Barn)
7 p.m. Demolition Derby at Demo Derby Track
8 p.m. Randy Hawse & True South Band
Nightly Dreamland Amusements

Flimsy the Clown is 2024 fair parade marshal

Saturday, Oct. 12
10 a.m. Pageant Contestant Rehearsal
1 p.m. Gates Open
2 p.m. Whiteville City Schools Talent Showcase
3 p.m. Columbus County Schools Talent 		
	 Showcase
4:30 p.m. Randy Pinyan Band
6 p.m. Fair Pageant 
	 (with Hidden Language Performance)
7 p.m. Demolition Derby at Demo Derby Track
Nightly Dreamland Amusements

Sunday, Oct. 13 
$60 Carload Sunday	
1 p.m. Gates Open 
3 p.m. Bristol Creek Church, Dothan - Charlie 
Manning - Praise and Worship
Dreamland Amusements

Hydraulic Tubes & Hoses Custom Made

Stevens & Hasty 
Company, Inc.

128 Pecan Street
Whiteville, North Carolina

Phone 910-642-3739
Fax 910-642-5849

www.dominos.com
Whiteville • (910)640-2211

It has often been 
said that the great-
est thing about 
being a clown is 
not only making 
people smile but 
more importantly 
spreading joy to 
everyone around 
and showing 
them that they are 
loved. For years 
at the Columbus 
County Agricul-
ture Fair, we have 
been honored to 
have someone in 
our midst that 
spends countless 
hours spreading 
this message of  joy and love to 
all around him. 

Whether he’s dancing with 
children and teachers on kin-
dergarten day, or putting smiles 
on everyone’s faces during spe-
cial friends’ day, or just walk-
ing around the fair, Flimsy the 
Clown has made the Columbus 

County fairgrounds a special 
place and left an indelible mark 
on so many individuals. 

Flimsy has a deep calling 
for his fellow man, a calling of  
spreading love and joy. Simply 
put, for the thousands of  peo-
ple who Flimsy the Clown has 
made smile and laugh, he is 

their friend, and 
he has left a spe-
cial place in their 
heart! Flimsy 
will always have 
a special place 
in our hearts as 
well, and the Co-
lumbus County 
Agriculture Fair 
is proud to call 
him our friend.

Therefore, the 
Columbus Coun-
ty Agriculture 
Fair is proud to 
announce Flimsy 
the Clown, a.k.a. 
Bruce Lowery, 
as the 2024 Co-

lumbus County Agriculture 
Fair Parade Marshal. We know 
that we are giving him an op-
portunity to truly dance in the 
streets, and we can’t wait to see 
the smiles and the joy he will 
bring.

— Edited material from Co-
lumbus County Agriculture Fair

“Flimsy the Clown”
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Three Generations serving Columbus County since 1948

Traditional Services  
Graveside Services
Memorial Services

405 Strawberry Blvd. Chadbourn, NC
(910) 654-3518

www.worthingtonfuneralhome.com

Worthington
Funeral Home, Inc.

 Cremation  
Out-of-Town 

Arrangements

WHITEVILLE RENTALS

WE RENT THEM ALL!
• Day • Week  • Monthly Rentals• Day • Week  • Monthly Rentals

344 Vinson Blvd. (Hwy. 130 East) Whiteville, NC
910-642-6642  Just Past Lowe’s

• Backhoes • Farm Tractors • Bobcats • Trackhoes • Forklifts 
• Trackloaders • Boom Truck • Bulldozers • Large Trailers

• Water Pumps • Floor Saws • Sled Tamps • Quickie Saws • Jack Hammers 
• Cement Mixers • Portable Air Compressors • Portable Generators, etc.

Have Fun at Columbus County Fair!!

Surrounded by fellow board members, friends 
and family, Fair Board President Jess Hill was 
honored to present to Ann Ferguson the Holmes-
McBride Award at the North Carolina Associa-
tion of  Agriculture Fairs meeting in Raleigh 
on Jan. 7, 2024. The Holmes-McBride award is 
the highest honor anyone can receive from the 
North Carolina Association of  Agriculture 
Fairs. It is presented to an individual who has 
made distinguished achievements in, or contri-
butions to, the fair industry.

Ferguson, regarded as the matriarch of  the 
Columbus County Agriculture Fair, has served 
our fair in various capacities for over 42 years. 
As the wife of  the late Jimmy Ferguson, past 
president of  the Columbus County Agriculture 
Fair and past president of  the North Carolina 
Association of  Agriculture Fairs, she has literal-
ly and figuratively been married to the fair! Her 
husband received the Holmes-McBride Award in 
2004.

Our motto is “It’s A Family A-Fair” and the 
Ferguson family continues to carry on this tra-
dition. Susan Ferguson, daughter of  Jimmy and 
Ann Ferguson, is a board member along with 
her mother.

We are proud of  Ann Ferguson’s many years 
of  service and pleased to see her receive the 
Holmes-McBride Award.

— Edited material from Columbus County  
Agriculture Fair

State group gives Ann Ferguson the Holmes-McBride Award
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The Columbus County Agriculture Fair is approved and li-
censed by the N.C. Department of  Agriculture and is a member 
of  the N.C. Association of  Agriculture Fairs and International 
Association of  Fairs and Expositions.

Midway rides provided by Dreamland Amusements are in-
spected by the N.C. Department of  Labor.

The Columbus County Agriculture Fair began in 1980, 50 years 
after the last County Fair had been held in Columbus County. It 
was a project of  the Columbus County Law Enforcement Officers 
Association. The first fair was completely dependent upon big cir-
cus tents, but as time passed nice buildings were built to house 
the commercial and educational booths, livestock barn and food 
stand. In more recent years an old building was remodeled  to 
serve as the fair’s office building.

Early on, the fair board asked the public to help give the fair a 
suitable motto, and a contest was held. The fair board liked “It’s A 
Family A-Fair,” so that became the motto.

Several years ago the fair called on the public again to choose a 
name for the fair’s mascot, a gigantic fiberglass rooster who stood 
sentinel on the fairgrounds. “Fearless Fair-ley” was the name 
chosen by the fair board.

Fair licensed, rides inspected

Dreamland Amusements has been 
providing exciting rides for children and 
adults for the Columbus County Fair for 
many years, and their rides spend winters 
right here in Columbus County. The com-
pany has a 15-acre winter headquarters in 
downtown Delco, 15 miles west of  Wilm-
ington, where the equipment is stored un-
til spring.

The rides then go on the road, travel-
ing from New Hampshire to Miami, Fla., 

supplying rides, games and food stands 
for county and state fairs and also playing 
concert dates. The equipment has been 
featured in TV ads, at many private par-
ties, corporate rentals and concert dates. 
The company supplies silent generators, 
benches and covered seating areas. At 
many fairs Dreamland Amusements does 
an extensive landscaping package. The 
company markets its events through ca-
ble TV, radio, coupon distribution as well 

as a custom 
D r e a m l a n d 
Amusements 
mailer de-
signed espe-
cially for its 
demo g raph-
ics.

When their 
event has 
ended, the 
Dreamlands 
staff  does 
a thorough 
cleanup of  
the grounds, 
leaving them 
as they found 
them.

Dreamland provides 
rides for family fun

Located on the edge of the beautiful historic Fair Bluff, Horne Bay 
Farm has a rustic natural beauty and an easy elegance. Southern 
charm and Personality abound at the majestic barn, the open air 
pavilion overlooks ponds and horse pastures. Contrasting elements 
make this the perfect setting for any wedding or event. 

Rustic Farm Wedding Venue

Horne Bay Farm
Kathy H. Ashley  910-840-4091

Hornebayfarm.com

♦ Romantic Country ♦ Rustic Charm 
♦ Equestrian Elegance ♦ Country Western

Horne Bay Farm can provide you with the props 
to carry out your wedding theme.
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Cash prizes will again be 
given for the top units in the 
Columbus County Agriculture 
Fair Parade, scheduled for 
Monday, Oct. 7. 

Prize categories are live-
stock, row crops, “other,” and 
Best Dressed Farm Animal. 
Each  first-place winner will re-
ceive $50.

To participate in the pa-
rade, e-mail Fair457@gmail.
com. Put “parade information” 
in the subject line. The parade 
will begin at 4 p.m. after lining 
up at 3 p.m. along Lee Street in 
Whiteville.

This will be the fair’s 36th 
annual parade. Judges’ deci-
sions are final.

36th annual parade offers cash prizes

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Your local agent
for home & auto
Call me for a quote today

Agent

1011 North J K Powell Blvd
Whiteville, NC 28472-2120

Bus: 910-642-3753
www.marywilliamson.net
mary@marywilliamson.net

Mary Jo Williamson

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Your local agent
for home & auto
Call me for a quote today

Agent

1011 North J K Powell Blvd
Whiteville, NC 28472-2120

Bus: 910-642-3753
www.marywilliamson.net
mary@marywilliamson.net

Mary Jo Williamson

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Your local agent
for home & auto
Call me for a quote today

Agent

1011 North J K Powell Blvd
Whiteville, NC 28472-2120

Bus: 910-642-3753
www.marywilliamson.net
mary@marywilliamson.net

Mary Jo Williamson

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Your local agent
for home & auto
Call me for a quote today

Agent

1011 North J K Powell Blvd
Whiteville, NC 28472-2120

Bus: 910-642-3753
www.marywilliamson.net
mary@marywilliamson.net

Mary Jo Williamson
Your local agent 

                     for home & auto
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The Columbus County Ag-
ricultural Fair celebrates the 
importance of  agriculture, not 
only economically but also in 
our everyday lives. Last year, 
we celebrated the strawberry, 
including its agricultural his-
tory and the impact it has had 
on the town of  Chadbourn. 
North Carolina’s oldest agri-
cultural festival is the North 
Carolina Strawberry Festival, 
celebrated annually the first 
week in May.

This year we are proud to 
celebrate the North Carolina 
Yam Festival in the Town of  Ta-
bor City and the benefits it has 
had over the years. Although 
yams are not actually grown in 
North Carolina, the Yam Fes-
tival began in 1948 celebrating 
the sweet potato as Tater Days, 
later becoming the Carolina 
Yam Festival. After a brief  hia-
tus, the festival began again in 
1985 as the North Carolina Yam 
Festival after a grant from the 
State of  North Carolina. Every 

Sweet potatoes take center 
stage at 2024 fair

fourth week in October, the North Carolina Yam 
Festival is celebrated in the town of  Tabor City. 
This year, we hope everyone attends the Town of  
Tabor City as they celebrate the 53rd cumulative 
year of  the North Carolina Yam Festival.

— Edited material from Columbus County  
Agriculture Fair, Inc.

Our Kids, Parents, Teachers and Schools Matter to Me!
Let me be your Voice!

Paid for by the committee to elect Jackie Ray-Pierce to WCS Board

ELECT
Jackie Ray-Pierce

Whiteville City School Board
District 3

9511 James B. White Hwy.   
6 miles south of  Whiteville 

910-642-3278 
910-653-5165

Mon - Fri: 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
    Sat - March-October: 7:30 a.m. - Noon

    Sun: Closed
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SEEDS • FARM CHEMICALS • FERTILIZERS

HARVEY’S SOUTHEAST
HWY. 701 NORTH       WHITEVILLE       910-642-5872

Let us help
you grow!

Ducks and Geese

Rabbits Cows HorsesRoosters

Pigs Goats

Some of the animals you might see at this year’s fair
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Demo Derby action begins at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights.

One of  the most popu-
lar and exciting events at 
the Columbus County Ag-
riculture Fair is the De-
molition Derby, held each 
year on Friday and Satur-
day nights, beginning at 7 
p.m.

Registration will be 
from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
track, and there are no 
entry fees. There are four 
classes of  vehicles, 4-cyl-
inder class (small car), 
6-cylinder class (up to 
3,500 lbs.), 8-cylinder class 
(3,501 lbs. & up ) and pro 
class (any cylinder).

4-Cylinder Class, 
6-Cylinder Class & 
8-Cylinder Class rules

1. Any stock hard top au-
tomobile or station wagon 
is allowed.

2. Safety belts and safety 

helmets with goggles or 
shield are required.

3. All glass must be re-
moved except windshield. 
If  windshield is removed 
a center bar is required.

4. All decorative chrome 
must be removed, but door 
handles may be left on.

5. Gas tanks are to be 
inside of  car, six gallon 
tanks (plastic or metal). 
Tanks must be properly 
secured and covered.  
Original tanks must have 
holes punched in them 
and flushed clear of  gas, 
or be removed from car.

6. No special bumpers, 
trailer hitches, reinforce-
ments or added weight are 
allowed on any part of  the 
vehicle. **Bumper shocks 
can be removed and the 
bumper welded**.

7. Doors should be weld-

ed or chained. If  welded, 
must be in 4-inch welds.

8. Trunks should be 
chained shut or welded 
by 4-inch welds. Hoods 
can use 5/8-inch bolt or be 
chained.Tailgates of  wag-
ons should be chained or 
welded so as not to open 
during heat.

9. All sun visors, wind-
shield blades, and head-
liners must be removed.

10. Fenders may be cut 
for wheel clearance only.

11. Batteries should be 

secured inside vehicle 
and covered with tarp or 
heavy material to prevent 
explosion.

12. No solid white cars 
accepted! Cars may be 
decorated in any manner 
as long as it is in good 
taste.  Driver’s door only 
should be painted white 
for derby number to be 
applied at registration. 
Numbers are issued on 
first-come-first-serve ba-
sis.

13. Tires must be filled 

with air only.
14. Radiators must re-

main in its original posi-
tion.

15. Drivers: Do not leave 
your vehicle unless in-
structed to do so by derby 
flagman! Leaving the ve-
hicle is grounds for dis-
qualification. Stay with 
your car until it has been 
removed from the track.

16. Any car catching fire 
that stops the event is au-
tomatically disqualified 
for that heat.

Demolition Derby is Friday, Saturday nights

Have a Great Time at theHave a Great Time at the
Columbus County Fair!Columbus County Fair!

1423 North JK Powell Blvd1423 North JK Powell Blvd

WhitevilleWhiteville
on Hwy 701 at Hwy 74 Overpasson Hwy 701 at Hwy 74 Overpass

910-640-2900910-640-2900

Name Brands: La-Z-Boy • Craftmaster • Paula Deen • Ashley

Save on Quality Furniture - up to 60% OffSave on Quality Furniture - up to 60% Off



One of the County Fair’s most exciting events is the de-
molition derby, held Friday and Saturday nights on the 
track at the back on the midway. An entry fee is charged 
in addition to the general gate admission. Registration is  
from 4-6:30 p.m. and the derby starts at 7 p.m.

17. All cars must imme-
diately stop at the sound 
of  horn, light or flagman.

18. All hoods and trunks 
must have a 12” in diam-
eter hole cut for safety.

19.	 No larger than 3⁄4 
threaded bolts for chassis 
& body bolts.

For more information:
Columbus County Agri-

culture Fair, Inc. (910) 642-
7585 • or (910) 840-5566

Info@columbuscounty-
fair.com.

Demo Derby 
Pro Class Rules

1. Any stock hard top 
automobile or station wag-
on is allowed.

2. Safety belts and safe-
ty helmets with goggles or 
shield are required.

3. All glass must be re-
moved except windshield. 
If  windshield is removed a 
center bar is required.

4. All decorative chrome, 
must be removed, but door 
handles may be left on.

5. Gas tanks are to be 
inside of  car, six gallon 
tanks (plastic or metal). 
Tanks must be proper-
ly secured and covered. 

Coastal Tire & 
Automotive Center

Craig Best & Harry Greene

Have a 
Great Time 

at the 
Annual 

Columbus 
County Fair

608 Vinson Blvd., Whiteville, NC 28472
910-642-3693 • ccoastaltire@ec.rr.com 910.642.2909

Memory Plaza, Whiteville

Buyers of Land & Timber

Corbett Timber Company

Proud to be a part 
of Columbus County

Original tanks must have 
holes punched in them 
and flushed clear of  gas, or 
must be removed from car.

6. No special bumpers, 
trailer hitches, reinforce-
ments or added weight are 
allowed on any part of  the 
vehicle. **Bumper shocks 
can be removed and the 
bumper welded**.

7. Doors should be weld-
ed or chained, if  welded 
must be in 4” welds.

8. Trunks should be 
chained shut or welded 
by 4” welds. Hoods can 
use 5/8 inch bolt or be 
chained. Tailgates of  wag-
ons should be chained or 
welded so as not to open 
during heat.

9. All sun visors, wind-
shield blades, and headlin-
ers must be removed.

10. Fenders may be cut 
for wheel clearance only. 
Height of  vehicle must not 
be over 24” from bottom of  
bumper to ground.

11. Batteries should be 
secured inside vehicle and 
covered with tarp or heavy 
material to prevent explo-
sion.

12. No solid white cars 

accepted! Cars may be dec-
orated in any manner as 
long as it is in good taste. 
Driver’s door only should 
be painted white for der-
by number to be applied 
at registration. Numbers 
are issued on a first-come-
first-serve basis.

13. Any size tires, four-
point role cage/bars are 
acceptable. No hump 
plates or kickers!

14. Radiators must re-
main in its original posi-
tion.

15. Drivers: Do not leave 
vehicle unless instructed 
to do so by derby flagman! 
Leaving vehicle is grounds 
for disqualification. Stay 
with car until it has been 
removed from the track.

16. Any car catching fire 
that stops the event is au-
tomatically disqualified 
for that heat.

17. All cars must imme-
diately stop at the sound 
of  horn, light or flagman.

18. All hoods & trunks 
must have a 12” diameter 
hole cut for safety.

19. No larger than 3⁄4 
threaded bolts for chassis 
& body bolts.

Ladies’ Powder Puff
Ladies’ Powder Puff  

Derby is Saturday night 

only. (must have six cars).
–Content provided by Colum-
bus County Agriculture Fair
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Once again, fair-goers can pack a 
vehicle with friends and family and 
pay a flat rate per carload. And that 
includes armbands allowing unlim-
ited rides.

The cost is $60 per carload on Sun-
day, Oct. 13, 
only. Gates 
open at 1 
p.m.

No buses 
are allowed. 
Upon enter-
ing fair-
g r o u n d s 
p a r k i n g , 
each driver 
will receive 
a number 
represent-
ing the 
number of  
people in 
their vehi-
cle. 

When go-
ing through 
the gate, 
the driver 

will show their number, and each per-
son in the group will receive entrance 
into the fair, including a ride band.

— Edited material from Columbus 
County Agriculture Fair, Inc.

Fair’s final day is 
Carload Sunday

Seafood Market • Expanded grocery meat & produce
Easy to shop   Easy To Save   Convenient Location

in
ChadbournFOODS

Shop 
with us 
today!

EAST COAST AGENCY, INC.

Full Line Insurance Center
106 South Main Street

Tabor City
910-653-5066

Let us review your Auto and Homeowners 
Insurance to make sure you have the coverage you need at the 

most reasonable rates available.

Protection You Need - The Service You Deserve.

Life · Health · Home · Auto · Business

Have Fun at the Columbus County Fair
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OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER TUESDAY - SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

Our Seafood Deals Will Hook You

WEEKWEEK
NIGHTNIGHTSPECIALSSPECIALS

DAILYDAILY
LUNCHLUNCH
SPECIALSSPECIALS

on the lakefront aton the lakefront at

Lake WaccamawLake Waccamaw

Didn’t catch all the fish you wanted?
We’ve got all the fish you can eat.

Come join us for a dining experience
 that won’t sink your budget.

Serving the Best in Seafood, Steaks & more.
Dine in or carry out. 910-646-4466

BEMC Pole Top Rescue Demonstration at Demo Derby Track  
Thursday at 7 p.m.

Welcomes everyone to the Welcomes everyone to the 
44th Columbus County Fair44th Columbus County Fair

5 Locations to Serve You!5 Locations to Serve You!
Columbus County Owned & OperatedColumbus County Owned & Operated

WHERE  YOUR DOLLARWHERE  YOUR DOLLAR
BUYS MORE!BUYS MORE!
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Touchstone Energy’s balloon is at the fair every year, as the net-
work is a corporate sponsor along with Brunswick Electric Member-
ship Corporation.

FRANK HORNE
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
• Water & Sewer Lines • Land Clearing

• Dozer Work • Paving • Fill Dirt

Serving This Area Over 50 Years

FREE ESTIMATES
General Contractor • Licensed & Bonded

910-649-7803
CAUSEY ROAD • FAIR BLUFF

FRANK HORNE
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

• Water & Sewer Lines • Land Clearing
• Dozer Work • Paving • Fill Dirt

FREE ESTIMATES
General Contractor • Licensed & Bonded

649-7803
CAUSEY ROAD - FAIR BLUFF

Serving This Area Over 40 Years

Enchanting Tree Learning Center

1779 New Britton Hwy East,
Whiteville, N.C.

910-642-5319

• Age 6 weeks through 12 years of age
• Clean Facility

• Nutritious Meals
• Experienced Staff

• Engaging Activities • Affordable Rates

Reserve a space for 
your child Today 

and feel confident in 
knowing they are in 
the Best of Hands!
References available.

Over 38 Years 
Experience caring for 

your children

After school dropoff After school dropoff 
fromfrom

Whiteville City SchoolsWhiteville City Schools
Old Dock ElementaryOld Dock Elementary

Randy Hawse & True South will perform Friday at 8 p.m.
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Redefining Healthcare
to Meet Your Needs

LibertyHealthcareandRehab.com

Whiteville, NC | (910) 642-4300

Whiteville, NC | (910) 642-7139

Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehab | Long-Term Care

OAKWOOD HOMES
Hwy. 410 South, Chadbourn • Open Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat 9-6, Closed Sunday • 910-654-4128

LAND & HOME PACKAGES AVAILABLE

We Have Years Of 
Professional 

Experience and Service

WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN FOR YOU!

NEW eB u i l t  HOMES STARTING
UNDER $150K$150K*
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Proceeds Benefit Boys And Girls Homes
Admission: $10.00 Daily • CASH ONLY • 11 and Under FREE

www.southernfarmdays.com

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, March 14, 15 & 16, 2025
Gates Open 8:30 am Friday & Saturday

10:00 am Sunday

Annual

County fair team wins awards 
in five statewide categories

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO FROM JESS HILL

Columbus County Agriculture Fair leaders hold plaques and certificates 
awarded Jan. 6 during the annual N.C. Association of Agricultural Fairs Con-
vention in Cary. Left to right are Fair Board Member Ethan Jordan with the 
Youth Award, Board President Jess Hill with the Image Award, Board Member 
Ann Ferguson with the Holmes McBride Humanitarian Award, Vice-President 
Sarah Gore with the Innovation Award and Advisory Board Member Susan 
Ferguson with the Agriculture Award. 

By DIANA MATTHEWS
dianamatthews@nrcolumbus.com

Representatives of  the Columbus 
County Agriculture Fair accepted five 
awards at the N.C. Association of  Ag-
ricultural Fairs Convention Banquet, 
held Jan. 6 in Cary. 

Jess Hill, fair board president, said 
he and his fellow fair workers had been 
“blessed” to win the association’s Image 
Award, Innovation Award, Youth Award 
and Agriculture Award.

Most important among the recogni-
tions, Hill said, was that, “The matri-
arch of  our fair, Mrs. Ann Ferguson, 
won the most prestigious award for an 
individual to receive, the 2023 Holmes-
McBride Humanitarian Award for her 
years of  dedicated service to the fair 
industry.” 

What the awards mean
The Image Award “is the largest 

award a fair can receive” and  “encom-
passes the totality of  the fair,” Hill said, 
over “a multitude of  categories.” 

Hill said the Columbus County Agri-
culture Fair had won the Image Award 
twice in the past. He thought the award 
committee had been impressed by the 
fair’s recent introduction of  new events 
and revival of  others such as the live-
stock show, first responders’ tug-of-war 
and Brunswick Electric Membership 
Corporation’s pole-climbing safety dem-
onstration. 

However, Hill said, “the defining fac-
tor” in winning the Image Award was 

“the hard work and collaboration of  
countless volunteers.” 

The Innovation Award recognizes 
the creation of  “something different to 
make the fair better,” in this case the 
fairgrounds’ new educational tobacco 
barn, Hill said. 

Board Member Ethan Jordan showed 
his commitment to the fair’s future by 
working “at the forefront of  a great 
team of  young people” putting on the 
livestock and pig shows and caring for 
animals all week, Hill said. The fair’s 
many displays showing the importance 
of  agriculture won it this year’s Agri-
culture Award, he said.

‘Married to’ the fair
In nominating Ann Pugh Ferguson 

of  Chadbourn for the Holmes McBride 
Humanitarian Award, Hill wrote that 
she “has been an instrumental ‘saw dust 
soldier’ for decades,” making sure that 
the fair “would not only continue but 
thrive.”

Hill praised Ferguson for faithfully 
supporting the involvement of  her late 
husband, Jimmy Ferguson, longtime 
president of  the fair and past recipient 
of  the humanitarian award. Hill said 
that Jimmy Ferguson’s “wing woman, 
his companion and wife” deserved her 
share of  credit for the family’s legacy 
of  “leadership, dedication and commit-
ment” to the fair.

Calling Ann Ferguson the “matri-
arch” of  Columbus County’s fair, Hill 
said that, “She has literally and figura-

Continued on page 17
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Try Our Grouper on Yeast Roll Sandwich, The Best In Town!

805 Jefferson St., Whiteville

910-640-3692

Great F� d • Fast S� vice • Great Prices

Have A Great Time at
The Columbus County Fair!

Platinum
Entertainment & Party Rentals

TenTs • Tables • Chairs • linens • sTaging • DanCe Floors

 • ouTDoor Movies  • PiPe & DraPe

(910) 914-0400

Whiteville, North Carolina
platinumentertainmentandpartyrentals.com

g

The fair board and some of the other volunteers gather next to the entrance gate of the fairgrounds in 2023.
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Certifi ed Public Accountants Serving Southeastern North Carolina Since 1941

www.spdouglas.com

Member:
American Institute of CPA’s

NC Association of CPA’s
WHITEVILLE

122 Memory Plaza
910-642-6692

Matthew S. McLean, CPA

ELIZABETHTOWNELIZABETHTOWN
1103 W. Broad Street

910-862-3768
Phil W. Byrd, CPA

LUMBERTON
907 N. Walnut Street

910-739-7523
John L. Grissom, Jr., CPA

S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP

Matthew S. McLean, CPA

2
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Randy Pinyan Band will perform Saturday at 4:30 p.m.

tively been married to [the fair],” and 
now “continues this service for the 
love of  her community,” allowing an-
other generation to enjoy the fair her 
husband loved.

Ferguson, a fair board member, 
produces the annual fair book and 
takes responsibility for indoor and 

outdoor vending spaces and rent-
als. Hill called her “our goodwill 
ambassador” for her dedication 
to handling concerns throughout 
the fair week to keep things run-
ning smoothly and give fair-goers 
“the best time.”

Hill said he and his fellow fair 
leaders “want to thank the citi-
zens of  Columbus County, all our 
patrons and the countless volun-
teers and friends of  the fair.”  

Awards
Continued from page 15
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607 North J.K. Powell Blvd. Whiteville • 910-640-1288
www.robinsonproducefarms.com

Open 8:30 am to 6:30 pm
7 days a week

Y’all come see us!Y’all come see us!

FARM TO TABLE
a l l  y e a r  l o n g

Seasonal Fruit • Seasonal Produce & More

Family. Tradition. Community. Proudly supporting the Columbus County Agriculture Fair.
800.842.5871    bemc.org    795 Ocean Hwy W, Supply, NC 28462
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Don’t lose sleep 
over health insurance 
any longer.
There’s a reason we’re North Carolina’s 
most trusted health insurer.1 

Let’s chat about your plan options today.

1 Blue Cross NC Brand Tracking as of July 2022.
U45417m, 8/24

Columbus County Farm Bureau 
Shaw Agency 
910-654-1100
www.ncfbins.com

Don’t lose sleep 
over health insurance 
any longer.
There’s a reason we’re North Carolina’s 
most trusted health insurer.1 

Let’s chat about your plan options today.

1 Blue Cross NC Brand Tracking as of July 2022.
U45417m, 8/24

Columbus County Farm Bureau 
Shaw Agency 
910-654-1100
www.ncfbins.com

Vann Underwood has been 
serving the citizens of this 
commmunity since 1976.
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AWARD
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2025 RAM 1500
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Thank you for allowing 
Enroh LP Gas to serve you!

Enroh LP Gas Co., Inc.
“Your Local Family Owned Gas Co.”

For Fast Service, Call 910-654-5806  638 N. Brown St., Chadbourn

• Locally owned 
• No delivery fees 

• We put money back into Columbus County
Manager - Cathy Nance

If we may be of service to you and you want to save money, gives us 
a call! Don’t wait for the cold season, call now and allow us to save 

you money today. We are extending our route to the north of 
Tabor City and the Clarkton area.

Have a good time at the 
Columbus County Agricultural Fair

At Gentiva, we believe 
every day is an opportunity 
to make care more personal 
and life more comfortable. 
That’s why we offer in home  
hospice care to give people 
the support they need with 
dignity, grace, and love.

Your care is our calling

301 Liberty Street, STE 200, Whiteville | 910-642-5009
http://www.gentivahs.com

Midway attractions, provided by Dreamland Amusements, open at 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 1 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
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A race that moves at a crawl
The Columbus County Ag-

riculture Fair Diaper Derby 
will be held on the stage at 6 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 11. Entries 
must be between 6 and 12 
months old and not walking. 
Only one adult may accom-
pany the baby at each end 
of  the race track. At no time 

may a parent or guardian 
enter the boundaries of  the 
racetrack.

Babies will crawl the 
length of  the race track. If  
no baby has completed the 
race within three minutes, 
the baby closest to the finish 
line will be declared the win-

ner. Trophies will be given 
to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
winners.

Contestants must register 
prior to the race near the 
main stage.

–Content provided by Colum-
bus County Agriculture Fair

Opening Doors Preschool II - 5 Star Center
Rhonda & Robert Creech, Owners/Operator • 201 S. Lee St.,Whiteville • 910-642-2460

We pride ourselves in 
bringing the

community quality child care 
for infants through 

twelve year olds.
During the summer months,

 we offer an exciting 
program for school age 

children.

At Opening Doors Preschool...
107 S. Powell Blvd. (701 Bypass) Whiteville • 910-642-5770

Oyster Season Opens October 16th!Oyster Season Opens October 16th!

The Original

DALE’S
SEAFOOD

of Whiteville
HHHH 4 Star Restaurant
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Photography, art contests
open to ages 16 and older

Photography 
1. Exhibit open to all perma-

nent residents of  Columbus 
County above the age of  16 
years.

2.Entries are limited to (1) 
per division for each photog-
rapher and must have been 
taken in the last 24 months.

3. All photos must be framed 
or matted complete with an 
attached wire and ready for 
hanging.

4. Picture dimensions must 
not exceed 16”x 20.”

5. Entries will be accepted 
on the Saturday prior to the 
opening of  the fair from 1 p.m. 
– 5 p.m. at the Evelyn Rabon 
Building.

6. All work must be prop-
erly identified with an official 
entry blank on the back upper 
right corner.

7. The Columbus County 
Agriculture Fair will not be 
responsible for loss or dam-
age to photographs, but will 
attempt to prevent any loss or 
damage that might occur.

8. The committee reserves 
the right to reject any entry 
upon their discretion. The 
committee’s ruling is final.

9. Photos must be picked up 
on Monday following the close 
of  the fair from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
at the Evelyn Rabon Building.

10. One (1) piece of  artwork 
from the total show will be 
judged as “Best in Show” and 
receive an  additional cash 
prize of  $50.

Photography Divisions
A 1 Portraits .............$20 — $10
B 1 Pets and Animals $20 — $10
C 1 Sports ..................$20 — $10
E 1 Flowers ...............$20 — $10
F 1 Special Effects .....$20 — $10
F 1 Still Life ...............$20 — $10
F 1 Photo Collage ......$20 — $10

Art 

1. Exhibit open to all perma-
nent residents of  Columbus 
County above the age of  16 
years.

2. Entries are limited to (1) 
per division for each artist 
and must have been painted in 
the last 24 months.

3. All artwork must be 
framed or matted complete 
with an attached wire and 
ready for hanging.

4. Picture dimensions must 
not exceed 16”x 20.”

5. Entries will be accepted 
on Saturday prior to opening 
of  the fair, from 1– 5 p.m. at the 
Evelyn  Rabon Building.

6. All work must be prop-
erly identified with an official 
entry blank on the back upper 
right corner.

7. The Columbus County 
Agriculture Fair will not be 
responsible for loss or damage 
to artwork, but will attempt 
to prevent any loss or damage 
that might occur.

8. The committee reserves 
the right to reject 
any entry upon 
their discretion. 
The committee’s 
ruling is final.

9. Artwork 
must be picked 
up on Monday 
following the 
close of  the 
fair from 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Evelyn Ra-
bon Building.

10. One (1) piece of  artwork 
from the total show will be 
judged as “Best in Show” and 
receive an additional cash 
prize of  $50.

Art Divisions
A 1 Acrylics ..............$35 — $15
B 1 Water Colors........$35 — $15
C 1 Drawings .............$35 — $15
E 1 Pottery, Sculpture and 3D 
....................................$35 — $15
F 1 Mixed Media.......$35 — $15

— Content provided by 
Columbus County Agriculture 

Fair, Inc.

Art and photography are popular exhibits

McKENZIE
MORTUARY

Serving Since 1890
OVER 134 YEARS OF SERVICE

112 Jefferson Street
Whiteville, North Carolina

mckenziemortuary.net

910-642-2128

PIZZA VILLAGE
701 Business, Whiteville • 910-642-5812

Enjoy Our Delicious Pizza & More
Before Your Visit To

The Columbus County
Agricultural Fair!
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Open Mon. - Thurs. 11 am to 9:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 11 am to 10 pm
100 US 701 Bypass, Tabor City • 910-653-2321

OF TABOR CITY
Family Seafood and Steak House

Owners: Rusty and Sue Tyson

DALE’S 
SEAFOOD

Oysters Season Mid October 
Daily Home Cooked Lunch Specials

1. Exhibitors’ entries 
will be accepted for regis-
tration at the Evelyn Ra-
bon Building on Friday 
from noon–4 p.m. and on 
Saturday before the fair, 
from 10–4 p.m. No other en-
tries will be accepted after 
4 p.m. on Saturday. Cakes 
will be accepted Monday at 
9 a.m. Judging will be done 
on Monday.

2. All entries for the Old 
Macdonald Farm will be 
accepted on the Monday of  
the fair week from 8 a.m. 
to noon, dependent on the 
availability of  space. All 
poultry entries must be 
from NC. Poultry cannot 
cross state lines. 

3. All articles must have 
been prepared, made or 
grown by the exhibitor 
within the last 12 months. 

4. All entries must be 
registered with the clerks 
in charge of  registration 
at the Exhibit Building. 
All exhibits on display 

must remain in the Exhibit 
Building throughout the 
fair week. Articles may be 
reclaimed by the owner 
(ticket holder) following 
the fair on Monday from 
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Any article 
removed from the Exhibit 
Building before Monday 
will forfeit any cash prize 
awarded to said article. 

5. Exhibits will not be 
accepted by mail or public 
transportation. 

6. Exhibitors must see 
to the proper delivery of  
any article or livestock on 
the grounds and the prop-
er care to the latter, as no 
charge for transportation 
of  drayage will be paid by 
the fair. 

7. All entries will be 
numbered and recorded in 
the book of  entry of  the 
proper department. Entry 
tags will be issued, bearing 
entry number and exhibit 
number - tag to be attached 
to the exhibit and the stub 

retained by the exhibitor 
and presented on Monday 
when the exhibit is called 
for. These claim checks are 
your proof  that you have 
entered all your exhibits 
as required. There will be 
categories in which there 
may be a youth and adult 
entry. The designation “Y” 
will be added to the letter 
category for youth. 

8. Any and all articles 
judged by the registrar to 
be obnoxious or repulsive 
in character will be for-
bidden entry, or, if  entered 
without being fully known, 
shall be removed at once. 

9. The right is reserved 
to place an exhibit in its 
proper class if  it has been 
incorrectly entered. 

10. All entries should 
be for the first premium 
of  the premium number, 
under which they are en-
tered. Failing to take the 
first, entries shall compete 
for the second, if  second 

is offered, but shall not be 
awarded more than one 
premium under the same 
number. 

11. No article or animal 
will be entitled to space 
until the proper entry has 
been made. Space is lim-
ited. (All entries will be ac-
cepted in order of  receipt 
until all available space is 
filled. In any case all en-
tries must be received by 
the date specified under 
each department and when 
all space is filled, the man-
agement reserves the right 
to refuse entries, even if  
received before the speci-
fied date. 

12. The management 
reserves the right to with-
hold premiums in any case 
in which it shall appear to 
them that the regulations 
have not been complied 
with, or that fraud has been 
practiced. Anyone wanting 
to enter a complaint should 
do so in writing, no later 

than noon Tuesday.
13. Should any person 

misrepresent his/her ex-
hibit and a premium be 
awarded upon it, such pre-
mium will be withheld by 
the management.

14. Payment of  premi-
ums awarded: Premiums 
will be paid by check at the 
end of  the fair week. All 
checks are void after Nov. 
15. Individuals assume the 
responsibility of  claiming 
their checks at the exhibit 
building between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday when 
exhibits are picked up.

15. All articles shall have 
been grown, made or pre-
pared by the exhibitor un-
less otherwise specified in 
the rules.

16. All articles which 
are the product of  the 
soil must be entered in 
the name of  the producer. 
Those showing handiwork 
or skill must be entered in 
the name of  the one whose 

How to enter exhibits at the Columbus County Agriculture Fair
Chance to win money, ribbons

Freedom Insurance Agency, Inc.Freedom Insurance Agency, Inc.

Auto • Home • Boat • ATV’s 
Motorcycle • Trucking • Commercial

Bonds • Renters Insurance

tonyasfreedom@gmail.com    www.freedominsurance4u.com

43 South Whiteville Village
Whiteville, NC 28472 (Across from Lowe’s)

910-640-2828
Monday - Friday 8:30 to 5:30 / Saturday 9:00 to 12:00

Call today for a Quote!
Inland Marine • Mobile Homes • Restaurants 

Churches • Car Lots • Life Insurance 
General Liability • Workers Comp

“Se Habla Español”



2024 Columbus County Agriculture Fair--Page 25
skill they represent. Such may be 
individuals, firms or factories. 
Failure to comply with this rule 
will bar violators from compet-
ing for any premiums whatsoever 
and render him/her and his/her 
exhibits liable for expulsion from 
the grounds.

17. When an individual exhibit 
made from a farm wins first pre-
mium, an exhibit of  the same 
kind from the same farm cannot 
win the second or third premium. 
Example: a farm is awarded first 
prize for corn. That same farm 
cannot win second or third priz-
es for corn (even if  in a different 
name).

18. Exhibitors may make only 
one entry in each class,  No excep-
tions.

19. No person will be allowed to 
see the entries or to have access 
to the entry book until after the 
awards have been made.

20. Notice - The fair assumes no 
responsibiliey in cases of  loss or 
damage to stock or other exhib-
its from any cause, and upon this 
condition only are all entries re-
ceived.

21. A sweepstakes prize of  $100 
will be awarded to the winner of  

910-642-8206113 West Smith St., Whiteville / Addison Agency

Phil Addison
Agency Manager

910-642-8206

Teddy Tedder
Agent

910-642-8206

Wesley Varnadore
Agent

910-642-8206

Ben Worthington
Agent

910-642-8206

Meredith Hammond
Agent

910-642-8206

Helping you is what
we do best.

Across North Carolina, the Farm Bureau Insurance 
Companies provide Auto protection with prompt, 
professional attention and fast, fair claims service. 

So for Auto coverage, as well as Home and Life 
Insurance, call today for a free, no-obligation review.

First Saturday
Community Market

Next Sale October 5, 2024
Continuing year-round as weather permits

Fair Bluff Chamber of Commerce presents:

8am
• Farmers 
• Hobby Gardeners
• Artists
• Crafters
• Yard Salers
• Flea Marketers

• Baked Goods 
• Canned Goods
• Eggs
• Plants
• Flowers
• Produce

The market will be on Riverside Drive. Set up will be at 7:30. 
$10 a spot and you must provide your table, chairs and canopy.
Text Lou Horne to secure your vendor spot 910-833-4772

Fair Bluff Visitors Center Now Open

the most blue ribbons, $75 for 
second place, $50 for third place 
and $25 for fourth place.

22. No exhibitors will be per-
mitted inside the Exhibit Build-
ing during the judging and until 
the judging is completed.

23. The standard system of  
awarding will be used with blue, 
red and white ribbons presented 
in each department.

24. Entries will be accepted of  
articles not listed in the premi-
um list when, in the opinion of  
the registering official, such ar-
ticles represent distinct classes 
suitable for exhibit within one of  
the departments of  the fair. The 
fair reserves the right to reject 
any entry not considered suit-
able, whether of  a class or not.

25. If  available, space will be 
allotted for the exhibition of  ar-
ticles other than those listed and 
if  considered worthy for exhi-
bition. All general rules apply. 
Ribbons may be awarded where 
merited, but these ribbons will 
not be considered in competition 
for “Most Blue Ribbons Won” in 
Adult or Youth Division.

–Content provided by Columbus 
County Agriculture Fair

Exhibitors’ entries will be accepted for registration at the Evelyn Rabon 
Building on Friday from noon-4 p.m. and on Saturday 10-4 p.m.
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Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
North Carolina Association of Certified Public Accountants

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., P.A.

P.O. Box 398, 1626 S. Madison St., Suite 100, Whiteville, NC
phone (910) 642-6182  •  fax (910) 642-0447

301 West King St., Elizabethtown, NC  •  4024 Oleander Dr., Wilmington, NC
1543 S Lee Hwy., Cleveland, TN 37311  •  1123 N. Howe St., Southport, NC

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co., P.A. provides a full range of accounting, audit, tax and 
consulting services designed to grow your business. If your company is looking to improve 
business operations, contact one of our CPA professionals to find out what we can do for you.

The CPA. Never 
Underestimate The Value.SM

R. Bryon Scott, CPAGregory Adams, CPAAlan W. Thompson, CPA

Certified Public Accountants

Livestock barn
The livestock barn is always popular with children and 
adults, especially those who did not grow up on a farm. 
There are usually cows, horses, chickens, turkeys, 
geese and other kinds of animals to check out.

910-654-5256910-654-5256
910-641-1828910-641-1828

24 Hour Towing

Body Shop
CERRO GORDO, NC

Est. 2009

CERRO GORDO

The Sea Dragon is a fan favorite on the Dreamland Amusements midway.
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A Veteran Owned Business

17059 Peacock Rd., Chadbourn | 910-653-3259
www.ewgreene.com

Heating, AC & 
Electrical Service

reene
& son

3152 Old Stage Rd., Riegelwood, NC • 910-655-2019

Cape Fear Filters
& Hydraulics

We are committed to 
providing the best in honesty, 
integrity and customer service!

“Enjoy this year’s Columbus County Fair”
“WE TREAT YOU FAIR - NO BLUFF’N”

Fair Bluff
Auto

www.fairbluffauto.com | Hwy. 76/658 Main St. • Fair Bluff

• Competitive Prices
• Special Financing
  Programs

910-734-2044910-734-2044

Jeff Prince
Owner/Manager

The livestock show is Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the livestock building. This event, nightly 
stage entertainment and hundreds of exhibits are included in fair admission.
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Village PrescriPtion center
108 E. Old Highway 74/76 • Lake Waccamaw • 910.646.3435

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm • Saturday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

We accept all major insurance cards, and offer competitive prices.

Ben Sauls and his staff invite you 
to come see them at Village Prescription Center 

for all your prescription and over-the-counter needs.

Ben Sauls and his staff invite you to come see them at 
Village Prescription Center 

for all your prescription and over-the-counter needs.

Trusted personal service 
for you and your family

V I N E L A N D  S T A T I O N
A  P R E M I E R E  E V E N T  V E N U E

Downtown Whiteville
www.whitevillenc.gov/historic-vineland-station-depot  

910.840.2928

WW hh ee tt hh ee rr   aa nn   ii nn tt ii mm aa tt ee   pp rr ii vv aa tt ee   gg aa tt hh ee rr ii nn gg   oo rr   ll aa rr gg ee -- ss cc aa ll ee
  aa ff ff aa ii rr ,,   hh ii ss tt oo rr ii cc   VV ii nn ee ll aa nn dd   SS tt aa tt ii oo nn   ii ss  

CC oo ll uu mm bb uu ss   CC oo uu nn tt yy ’’ ss   mm oo ss tt   ee xx cc ee pp tt ii oo nn aa ll   ww ee dd dd ii nn gg   ll oo cc aa tt ii oo nn ..

Gail Kennedy
Owner/Operator

410 Furniture & GiFts

www.410furnitureandgifts.com

1493 Joe Brown Hwy. S.
Chadbourn, NC 28431
910.654.4157410furniture@gmail.com

Alignment, Brake Work, Minor Repairs
6294 Chadbourn Hwy.Chadbourn, NC 28431

910-654-3166

TIRE BARN, INC.

HAVE FUN AT
THE COUNTY FAIR!

From games of skill to thrills and chills, the fair’s midway fills the bill.
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Make each day matter with compassionate care.

Add a heading

207 W. 1st Ave. Chadbourn
910-654-3057

Family owned & operated since 1978
Now 3 Generations serving you!

chadbournfeed.com—Purina Mills—

Will Scott

910.640.7774
Ethan Scott

910.234.4776

CHADBOURN
FEED SERVICE

8 AM - 12 PM
1st SATURDAY OF EACH 

MONTH UNTIL SUPPLIES RUN 
OUT!!

ANIMAL HEALTH/ INSECT/
HERBICIDES/PET FIND/

WELDING/ETC.
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Whiteville Ready 
Mixed Concrete

Serving Columbus County Since 1945

Legion Drive Exit, 
Whiteville

910-642-0426

Your Locally Owned and Operated Concrete Plant 
• Fast, Dependable Service • State Approved Plant 

• ACI Certified Employees • Free Estimates 
• Sand & Rock Available • Product Guaranteed 

• We Help Make Buying Concrete Easier

The Columbus County Fairgrounds Midway offers lots of entertainment.

Janice Timothée, DMD, PC
900 Spivey Road • Whiteville, NC 28472

P. 910.642.4529
wwwtimotheeorthodontics.com

Your Child’s 
First Orthodontic Check-up

No Later than Age 7

Recommends
My Life. My Smile. My Orthodontist.®
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Blast from the past: 
County Fair reviving pageant

By DIANA MATTHEWS
dianamatthews@nrcolumbus.com

Participating in pageants 
across the county “opened 
up a lot of  doors for me” and 
“helped me pay for college,” 
said Jan Walters Hardee of  
Whiteville. And it all started 
when she competed for the title 
of  Miss Columbus County Ag-
riculture Fair in October 1986.

Now Hardee wants to pro-
vide that same opportunity for 
girls and young women ages 
2–21 by reviving the pageant 
at this year’s fair.  Five contes-
tants will receive crowns and 
trophies Saturday, Oct. 12, after 
a program on the fairgrounds’ 
main stage at 6 p.m., she said. 

Since there was no Colum-
bus County fair queen chosen 
last year, Hardee has invited 
reigning N.C. Rhododendron 
Queen Andi Creech to crown 

this year’s winners, Hard-
ee said. The oldest of  the 
five will also receive a 
$500 scholarship, provid-
ed by the fair committee, 
at the end of  her reign. 

There’s no entry fee, 
and the pageant doesn’t 
include a talent competi-
tion. “A lot of  girls have 
talents on a playing field,” 
or in some other pursuit 
that’s “harder to display 
on a stage,” Hardee said. 
We hope those girls will 
come be a part of  it.”

 
Not about the crown
Hardee was a high 

school senior when she 
placed as first runner-up 
at the Columbus Coun-
ty Agriculture Fair. A 
month later she won the 
title of  Miss Whiteville 
High School. 

Those experiences 
“kind of  started my love 
for competing and meet-
ing people,” she said. “I 
fell in love.”

Hardee stayed active in 
pageantry at local, state 
and national levels into 
her early 20s. She won the 
crown of  Fair Bluff  Wa-
termelon Festival queen 
in 1990 and went on to 
become N.C. Watermelon 
queen in 1991. She was 
second runner-up in the 
national watermelon pag-
eant in 1992. 

Nearly four decades 
later, she said she has 
“friends from here to Ari-
zona” because of  the pag-
eants and the travel she 
undertook to represent 
her constituents back 
home.

“You’ve got to go in 

knowing that it’s not about 
the shiny crown,” she said. 
The real reward is “what you 
gain from it in friendship and 
what you learn about yourself  
through the process. You’re not 
in competition with anyone 
but yourself.”

Passing along the vision
Since her own pageantry 

days, Hardee has coached 
many girls to prepare for com-
petitions, helped direct pag-
eants and served as a mistress 
of  ceremonies or as a judge “all 
over North Carolina,” she said. 

Hardee believes pageant 
participation can be “a huge 
benefit for young ladies.” For 
example, it hones their pub-
lic speaking skills, preparing 
them for scholarship or col-
lege interviews and eventually 
the work world. In exchange 
for the opportunities they N.C. Rhododendron Queen Andi Creech

Tuesday - Saturday 10:30-5

Visit Us at our 
New Location Beside

The Farm Store!

Come Browse our 
80 Plus Vendor Booths 

and find a treasure!
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COLUMBUS FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

Now a National Certified CDL Examiner
• DR. WILLIAM E. PREASE •

5754 Chadbourn Hwy. (1 mile west of SCC)
Call Today! 910-654-3581

Complimentary Spinal Consultation
Most Insurance Accepted

Choose the Straight
Approach to Better Health

It’s safe, natural & most importantly, it works!

910

“Operating for over 35 Years”
n NC Certified Teachers in Early Childhood
n Licensed for 6 weeks - 13 years old
n Two convenient locations

Operating Hours: 6:30 am - 6:30 pm

Edu-Care Preschool
Hwy. 701, 1/4 mile south of
Williams Township School

WHITEVILLE • 910-653-5506

Edu-Care Preschool
4881 Chadbourn Hwy

WHITEVILLE
910-654-4810

5 H5 H
CentersCenters

Quality Enhanced 5 Star Facilities 
Upgraded Sanitation Environment

Edu-Care 
Preschool Center

OPENINGS FOR ENROLLMENT 
FOR AGES 6 WEEKS-12 YEARS

receive, she said, winners ac-
cept a “huge” responsibility for 
community service. “You travel 
quite a bit” to promote the town, 
school, agricultural product or 
festival associated with the con-
test. When she was state water-
melon queen, Hardee attended 
“festivals all over the state. You 
go into those communities and 
introduce yourself,” she said. 
“You ride in parades, and you 
get people interested in visiting 
your community.” 

Recent North Carolina wa-
termelon queens have made 
appearances at grocery store 
openings or spread goodwill by 
delivering watermelon to the 
N.C. State University football 
team at practice, Hardee said. 
She hopes this year’s Miss Co-
lumbus County Fair “will give 
some visibility not only to the 
fair but to Columbus County.”

Contestants
Contestants in the fair pag-

eant must reside in Columbus 
County. Hardee’s advice to those 
who are uncertain about enter-
ing is “Do it for the fun of  it. 
This should be something en-
joyable and a chance to meet 

friends from all over.”
The youngest division in this 

year’s pageant is tiny miss, for 
contestants ages 2–4 years. They 
will be expected to wear agricul-
tural or fair attire. The little miss 
contestants, ages 5–8, and junior 
miss contestants, ages 9–12, will 
compete in agricultural/fair at-
tire and also in party dresses. 

Contestants in the teen miss 
division, ages 13–16, will undergo 
five-minute personal interviews 
and will compete in casual wear 
and evening gowns. Contestants 
in the Miss Columbus County 
Fair division, ages 17–21, will 
undergo seven-minute personal 
interviews and appear in casual 
wear and evening gowns. Ages 
are as of  Oct. 8, 2024.

The entry deadline was Sept. 
18. Contestants will rehearse on 
the fairgrounds’ main stage at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 12.

Each contestant is required to 
purchase one Columbus County 
Fair Contestant T-shirt for $25, 
which she will wear in the fair 
parade. She will receive free fair 
admission all week when wear-
ing the shirt. An additional shirt 
will be provided for the pageant’s 
opening number, the applica-

PHOTO FROM NEWS REPORTER ARCHIVES

The News Reporter’s archives include photos of previous Columbus County Fair royalty. Shown 
are 1986 Junior Miss Abby Edwards, left, and 1986 Little Miss Kimberly Lewis. 

tion materials say. All Columbus County Fair 
queens will be responsible for their own cars, 

parade fees, shirts, car signs and clothing 
throughout their reigns.
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DON’T BUY CROP 
INSURANCE UNTIL 

YOU CALL
910-642-8493

All Risk Crop Insurance Sales and Service Since 1957

16 White’s Crossing Plaza, Whiteville

D.D. Cox
Agency, Inc.

“We are proud to serve the“We are proud to serve the
American farmer!”American farmer!”

An Equal Opportunity Provider

Phil Gore, Sales Manager
Cheryl McRae, Representative
Charlie Gore, Representative

Pam Stanley, Offi ce Representative Misty Hardwick, Owner  •  Autumn Hardwick, Administrator/Director

1830 Prison Camp Road • Whiteville, NC • 910-640-2544
email: childcareprofessionals@aol.com

STRIVING FOR A HIGHER 
STANDARD OF QUALITY CARE!

Childcare Professionals, LLC

“Parents Always Welcome”

• Ages 6 Weeks to 12 Years
• Creative Curriculum
 for all ages
• Nutritious Meals & Snacks
• Fun Filled Activities
• Great year-round preschool 
 4-5 year olds
• Licensed, Experienced, Caring Staff
• 5 Star Licensed Day Care Center

H H H H H 5 Star Center

www.fatmountainfarms.com

Grass Fed • Grass Finished Lamb • Pasture Raised Chicken & Eggs

Regenerative Farm

FAT MOUNTAIN FARMS

210 Haynes Lennon Hwy. | Cerro Gordo | 910.234.9697

Peak Nutrition

Have a 
wonderful 
time at the 
Columbus

County 
Agricultural 

Fair!910-642-5477 • Downtown Whiteville

Superman 360 “holds 16 persons at once, and those who ride will feel the thrill as if 
they had the power of Superman himself,” according to the Dreamland Amusement 
website.
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1 0 0 %  T r u s t e d

Building Supplies 
Electrical & Plumbing
Hardware & Tools
Molding & Millwork
Paint
Lawn & Garden
Hunting & Fishing 
Grill & Outdoor
...and so much more

910-654-4615
117 E. Railroad Ave, Chadbourn NC211 N US Hwy., 701 Bypass

 Tabor City
 910-653-5346

adamsseafoodnsteaks.com

Have fun at the 
Columbus County Fair

910.207.6195

Vinelandmarket

710 S Madison St.,
Whiteville, NC 28472

Women’s Apparel • Accessories • Gifts & more!

910.207.6195

Vinelandmarket

710 S Madison St.,
Whiteville, NC 28472

Women’s Apparel • Accessories • Gifts & more!

‘Columbus County gold’
Replica curing barn commemorates tobacco’s role in local agricultural history

STAFF PHOTO BY DIANA MATTHEWS

Gathered Oct. 5, 2023, under the shelter of the county fairgrounds’ educational tobacco curing 
barn are six of the remaining tobacco farmers in Columbus County. Left to right are Grayson Foley, 
Kenneth Foley, Channing Foley, Ty Hardwick, Daryl Hardwick and Brent Watts.

Fair board members opened 
a full-size cypress wood educa-
tional tobacco curing barn just 
in time for the 2023 fair. 

Only a handful of  families 
grow tobacco in Columbus 
County these days. But when 
the crop was in its heyday, 
4,500 individuals in the county 
farmed the crop or had allot-
ments to grow it. With four 
tobacco markets and 20 ware-
houses, Columbus was in the 
top five counties for tobacco 
workload in the U.S. 

“Simply put, tobacco 
touched almost every aspect of  
the lives of  Columbus County,” 

said farmer, fair board member 
and District 5 County Commis-
sioner Brent Watts during the 
2023 unveiling of  the barn. “In 
the fall, everyone wore their 
Sunday best to the markets on 
the opening day. Downtown 
merchants, who operated for 
almost a year on handshakes 
and trust, saw accounts paid 
off.

“Farmers were proud of  
their crops and treated them 
like they were gold, and they 
were gold,” Watts said. “Co-
lumbus County gold.”

To show how the barn 
would’ve looked in curing sea-

son, donors supplied heating 
equipment, tobacco leaves, 
sticks and other items. Built 
by Bill Worley and Sons Con-
struction, the 
structure in-
cludes a wide 
paved area un-
der the shelter, 
where visitors 
can gather 
and swap to-
bacco farming 
stories or just 
enjoy a cool 
drink and a 
bag of  boiled 
peanuts.
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Advanced Pediatrics 
& Family Care

Amy Ransom, PA-C Christy Phillips, FNP-C

36 McNeil Plaza, Whiteville, NC
910-641-8660

Advanced Primary Care

Todd Gonzalez, MD

Jeff Clarke, PA-C

David Martin, MD

Marie Campbell, DNP, FNP-C

Christy Perdue, MD

Sierra George, FNP-C

Whiteville Leland
619 Jefferson St.

910-642-0331
509 Olde Waterford Way 

Suite 305
910-641-8640

 Deborah Duchesneau,
FNP-BC, ADM-BC

Columbus Regional
Healthcare System
is Ready for the
Fair Season!

Are you ready for flu season?
Don't forget to get your flu and pneumonia shots! Call one of our

primary care offices to schedule an appointment.


