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Brent Charlton, a Stapleton High School freshman, works with his buddy, Shane, on a calf roping station
during the Partner Up Rodeo on Thursday at the Lincoln County Fairgrounds. It is the third straight year that
Charlton has volunteered for the day, which gives students with special needs a first-hand experience at rodeo
and agriculture activities.

Youths with special needs, high schoolers connect at rodeo

Learning the ropes
By TIM JOHNSON

tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Brent Charlton has built an im-
pressive resume on the rodeo cir-
cuit as a teenager with his success
in both state and national rodeo
competitions.

But on Wednesday afternoon
the roping specialist was working
with his little buddy for the day,
Shane, and demonstrating to him
the finer points of the skill. Charl-
ton showed Shane the arm motion

needed to guide the lasso as well
as the technique to throw it toward
and around the head of the dum-
my calf that was set up several feet
from the two of them.

The two were paired up at the
Partner Up Rodeo — an event at
the Lincoln County Fairgrounds
that gives students with special
needs the opportunity to partner
with high school students or com-
munity members with rodeo or ag-
riculture backgrounds.

It is the third straight year

Charlton has been involved in the
day.

“My dad told me about it my
seventh-grade year and I didn’t
really know what it was,” the Sta-
pleton freshman said. “I came and
mainly just helped with the horses
(then), but I liked it and decided to
keep coming back.”

He was one of roughly 90 student
volunteers and a number of mem-
bers of the community who worked

Ponca Chief Standing Bear
honored with statue in US Capitol

Holloway
opens 2019
season for
Town Hall

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

A message of hope, faith and personal safe-
ty continues to minister to people across the
country as Beth Holloway shares her story.

Holloway’s daughter Natalee disap-
peared on the last night of her senior high
school graduation trip to Aruba on May
30, 2005. The tragedy is still under investi-
gation 14 years later.

On Wednesday, Holloway was the first
speaker in the 2019-20 Town Hall Lecture
Series at the North Platte Community
Playhouse.

“I think it all started out as a pledge I
made in 2005,” Holloway said. “My pledge
was that I wanted to in some way prevent
this tragedy from happening to another
family, and I wanted to share our lessons

Former
Lincoln Co.
clerk ‘always
had a smile’
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@
nptelegraph.com

Kindness, cheerfulness and devotion to
her community and state marked Nadine
Heath’s long life in North Platte and nearly
65 years of service to her county and state.

Heath, whose 1981-97 tenure as Lincoln
County clerk capped a 50-year career in the
office, died Sunday at age 89 with her family
around her.

By JOSEPH MORTON
BH News Service

WASHINGTON — American his-
tory books have often overlooked
Standing Bear, but for millions of
U.S. Capitol visitors, the Ponca chief
will now be impossible to miss.

A towering bronze statue of the
chief, his hand held out, stands
prominently in Statuary Hall.

“It’s an honor to be here today to
recognize a Nebraska hero and one
of the most important civil rights
leaders in our country that almost
nobody knows about,” Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts said at the stat-
ue’s dedication Wednesday. “And
we hope to be able to correct that
today and tell his story.”

That story is one of how the
peaceful Ponca were forced to leave
Nebraska and how Chief Standing
Bear later pledged to his dying son
that he would return to bury his
body in their homeland.

Standing Bear was arrested while
fulfilling that deathbed promise, and
was called upon to prove in court
that he should be considered a per-
son under the law.

The chief argued that while his
hand might be a different color, it
still bled when pierced. His next
words are inscribed on the black
granite of the statue’s base.

“The blood that will flow from
mine will be the same color as
yours. The same God made us
both. I am a man.”

That speech resulted in a land-
mark court decision recognizing
equal rights for Native Americans.

Nebraska state Sen. Tom Brewer
pushed the amendment that autho-
rized replacing the state’s statue
of William Jennings Bryan with
Standing Bear. Brewer delivered a
benediction that touched on lov-
ing neighbors and showing mercy.

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Chair-
man Larry Wright Jr. delivered the
invocation and said afterward that it
was overwhelming to think of all the
people who would pass by the statue.

“To know that this is going
to be one of the things that they
see and probably won’t forget,”
Wright said. “Today is a good day
for the Ponca nation.”

Mother of missing teen
wanted to ‘prevent this
tragedy’ for others

Please see MOTHER, Page A2

Joseph Mortion /
BH News Service

A bronze statue of
Ponca Chief Stand-
ing Bear stands
Wednesday in in Stat-
uary Hall at the U.S.
Capitol. The statue
was unveiled that day,
amid comments from
top Nebraska and
national officials.
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