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Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 55 LOW: 25 Thank you for reading
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Hershey boys, Go-
thenburg girls each

improve to 2-0.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

PANTHERS-SWEDES
SQUARE OFF
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n SET FOR TRIAL A Denver man charged with murder in connection
to a 2017 stabbing death will go to trial in April. LOCAL, PAGE A3

The Associated Press

Smoke rises from the battleship USS Arizona as it sinks on Dec. 7,
1941, during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Divers
will place the ashes of Lauren Bruner, a survivor from the USS Ari-
zona in Pearl Harbor, in the wreckage of his ship during a ceremony
this weekend. Bruner died earlier in 2019 at the age of 98.

Navy vet’s ashes destined for
sunken Pearl Harbor battleship

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii
(AP) — On Dec. 7, 1941, then-21-
year-old Lauren Bruner was the
second-to-last man to escape the
burning wreckage of the USS
Arizona after a Japanese plane
dropped a bomb that ignited an
enormous explosion in the bat-
tleship’s ammunition storage
compartment.

He lived to be 98 years old,
marrying twice and outliving
both wives. He worked for a re-
frigeration company for nearly
four decades.

This weekend, divers will
place Bruner’s ashes inside the

battleship’s wreckage, which
sits in Pearl Harbor where it
sank during the attack 78 years
ago that thrust the United
States into World War II. The
Southern California man will
be the 44th and last crew mem-
ber to be interred in accordance
with this rare Navy ritual. The
last three living Arizona survi-
vors plan to be laid to rest with
their families.

The somber ceremony and
other events marking the at-
tack anniversary come on the
heels of a deadly shooting at the
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard

on Wednesday, when a Navy
sailor shot and killed two people
and wounded a third before tak-
ing his life. In another deadly
attack at a Navy base Friday, a
shooter opened fire in a class-
room building at Naval Air Sta-
tion Pensacola in Florida.

A spokesman said Pearl Har-
bor anniversary events will
proceed as scheduled.

Bruner said he wanted to re-
turn to his ship because few
people go to cemeteries, while
more than 1 million people visit
the Arizona each year. He also

Please see VET, Page A2

Fresh gusts
in Sandhills
wind-energy
project fight

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Cherry County commissioners’ recent ap-
proval of a long-discussed wind farm west
of Kilgore has opened a second front in legal
struggles over wind-energy development in
Nebraska’s largest county.

Preserve the Sandhills LLC, which man-
aged to briefly delay the project last sum-
mer, has appealed to Cherry County District
Court to reverse a 3-0 County Board vote Oct.

Imperial
murder suspect
extradited
from Colorado

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A 24-year-old Colorado man, one of two
suspects charged with first-degree mur-
der in the death of a Imperial woman, has
waived his extradition to Nebraska.

After a hearing Friday morning in Larim-
er County Court in Fort Collins, Colorado,
a representative of the court clerk’s office
confirmed that Kevin S. German was being
transported back to Nebraska.

The extradition waiver comes three days
after Keonna N. Carter, 22, of Taylorsville,
Utah, did the same in Larimer County
Court.

German, of Colorado Springs, and Carter
are both accused of killing Annika Swanson
last month after holding her and another

Kevin German, Keonna
Carter charged in connection
to death of 22-year-old
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Above: Lois Lynes-Miles, left,
and Bruce Richman, both in
character as Louisa and Buffalo
Bill Cody, welcome guests to
the opening night of “Christmas
at the Codys’” Friday at Buffalo
Bill State Historical Park. Right:
Vehicles pass through a tunnel
covered with lights during the
“Light in the Darkness Christ-
mas Village” Friday night at the
Lincoln County Historical Muse-
um. The tunnel was decorated
by AJ Sheet Metal.

Ghosts of Christmas past

Christmas at the Codys’, Light in the Darkness
Christmas Village open for the season

Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph
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Foes appeal Cherry
County approval of
19-turbine Kilgore farm
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