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LINCOLN — The Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission plans to delay
consideration of the proposed recom-
mendations to the Lake McConaughy
Visitor Management plan at its meet-
ing Wednesday.

“We have listened to local citizens,
officials and business owners regard-
ing proposed changes, and we heard
you. We are going to respond,” Direc-
tor Jim Douglas said in a press release
Saturday. “We realize we still have im-
portant problems to solve, but we are
going to take pause in the adoption of
the current recommendations to con-
sider the full array of suggestions.”

The commission has been working
with local officials, park visitors and
the public on a proposed plan to make
Lake McConaughy State Recreation
Area a better, safer, family-friend-
ly environment, according to the
press release. The proposal called for
changes to camping regulations to
help ensure public safety and address
overcrowding and overburdened in-
frastructure.

Hundreds of people attended an infor-
mational open house at the Lake McCo-
naughy Visitor and Water Interpretive
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Sunny today, then mostly clear in
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PLENTIFUL Despite all the adversity, 2019 ended fairly normal for corn producers. CORN SECTION, PAGE D1
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Knights win
NPCC beats Western
Nebraska CC 101-98.
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○ We offer a variety of Individual Retirement
Accounts with competitive rates.

Speak with a Personal
Banker today to start
saving for tomorrow.
308-534-2100 NebraskaLandBank.com

Plan now to!ay later!

‘You are my family. I’m doing this’

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

MAXWELL — Little did Alex
Gurciullo and Rebekah Daniels
know when they became best
friends in college that their
friendship would save Alex’s
life.

Alex, 24, and Rebekah already
considered themselves family,
but after Rebekah’s mom, Kristi

Daniels, shared part of her liver
so Alex could live, that bond be-
came even tighter. The disease
she had required a transplant,
and through what they consider
a miracle, Kristi was a perfect
match.

Family, Career and Commu-
nity Leaders of America stu-
dents Elio Nila, Ryan Butler and
Levi Huffman, along with the

Maxwell Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, are hosting a fundraiser
for Alex from 4-9 p.m. Tuesday
at Maxwell School.

In 2015. Alex was diagnosed
with a rare liver disease, pri-
mary sclerosing cholangitis or
PSC, which is not genetic. Alex
is currently in the hospital in
Omaha due to an infection, but
spoke via Facetime.

“They’re not sure where it
comes from,” Alex said. “Then
in 2018, they check my blood ev-
ery six months and in one year

Best friend’s mother donates part of
liver to help save transplant patient

Please see TRANSPLANT, Page A2

NGPC to
hold off on
Lake Mac
decision
After public input,
changes of regulations
at popular lake tabled

Please see MAC, Page A2
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Kandi Stelling directs the 157 member group of the Sing Around Nebraska Festival choir Saturday afternoon at
the North Platte High School Performing Arts Center. The choir was comprised of fourth through sixth graders
from eight schools in North Platte and 10 others from area communities. North Platte is one of eight regional
sites through the state for the festival, which is held every two years.

Local students among those who perform with Sing Around Nebraska

A passion for singing
By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Amelia Bruck’s reason for being
involved with choir is summed up
in a simple statement.

“I like that my voice gets to be
heard by other people,” the Wash-
ington Elementary student said.

Bruck, a soprano, was among
the 157 students, fourth through

sixth grade, that gathered at
North Platte High School on Sat-
urday for the Sing Around Ne-
braska Festival, which happens

Please see SING, Page A2

Alex Gurciullo, right,
poses for a photo with

Kristi Daniels, who
donated part of her

liver to Alex.
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