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n GET IT DONE Highway superintendent: Crews got most of $3.5M
in paving projects done despite weather. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Three city officials announce retirement
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

A major changing of the
guard lies ahead at North Platte
City Hall after Thursday’s an-
nouncement of three key re-
tirements over the next five
months.

City Attorney Doug Stack
will retire Jan. 10, while City
Administrator Jim Hawks and
City Engineer Tom Werblow
will do likewise May 1, May-
or Dwight Livingston said at a
morning press conference.

Their pending departures fol-
low an earlier wave of city-relat-

ed retirements in 2018, when Po-
lice Chief Mike Swain and Pub-
lic Service Director Wes Meyer
both stepped down and Mike
Sharkey retired as North Platte
Regional Airport manager.

Daniel Hudson succeeded
Swain in October 2018, while
Layne Groseth took over for
Meyer in January. Samuel Sea-
feldt, hired by the independent
North Platte Airport Authority
board to succeed Sharkey, be-
gan work in November 2018.

Livingston said it “caused me
a great deal of pain” to accept
the latest retirements, which
were announced to the City

Council during
a Tuesday ex-
ecutive session
and to employees
Wednesday.

Stack, 65, has
served as city
attorney since
1998. Werblow,
70, founder of TC
Engineering Inc.
of North Platte,

has been city engineer on a
part-time basis since 2005.

The mayor praised all three
men as North Platte differ-
ence-makers but saved his most
extensive comments for Hawks,

62, who began
his local public
service career in
1988 as Lincoln
County surveyor
and highway su-
perintendent.

He moved to
City Hall in 2003
as Municipal
Light & Water
director, a posi-

tion he retained when the late
Mayor Jim Whitaker asked him
a year later to also become city
administrator.

“He wears a lot of hats for
the city — a lot of hats,” Liv-

ingston said of
Hawks, who also
will step down as
ML&W director
and city devel-
opment director.
“It’s going to take
a great person
to replace all he
does for the city
of North Platte.”

Hawks teared
up as he began his own com-
ments and again while reflect-
ing on his father, Glenn, who
worked 66 years for the city of

Christmas activities abound at downtown event for kids
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Rykur Bayne reaches out to touch Santa Claus’ phone during the Downtown Christmas Kids Fest
Thursday night at the Neville Center in North Platte.

No arrests
after gun
causes stir
outside bank

He’s making a list...

Democrats push for swift impeachment
charges against President Donald Trump

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Dem-
ocrats moved aggressively to draw
up formal articles of impeachment
against President Donald Trump on
Thursday, with Speaker Nancy Pelosi
saying he “leaves us no choice” but to
act swiftly because he’s likely to cor-
rupt the system again unless removed
before next year’s election.

A strictly partisan effort at this
point, derided immediately by Trump

and other leading Republicans as a
sham and a hoax, it is a politically
risky undertaking. Democrats say it
is their duty, while Republicans say
it will drive Pelosi’s majority from of-
fice.

Congress must act, Pelosi said. “The
democracy is what is at stake.

“The president’s actions have seri-
ously violated the Constitution,” she
said. “He is trying to corrupt, once
again, the election for his own benefit.
The president has engaged in abuse of
power, undermining our national se-
curity and jeopardizing the integrity
of our elections.”

Trump has insisted he did nothing
wrong. He tweeted that the Democrats
“have gone crazy.”

At the core of the impeachment
probe is a July phone call with the
president of Ukraine, in which Trump
pressed the leader to announce inves-
tigations of Democrats including po-
litical rival Joe Biden at the same time
the White House was withholding mil-
itary aid from its ally bordering an ag-
gressive Russia.

Drafting articles of impeachment is
a milestone moment, only the fourth
time in U.S. history Congress has
tried to remove a president, and it in-
tensifies the rigid and polarizing par-
tisanship of the Trump era that is con-
suming Washington and dividing the
nation.

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Law enforcement agents were called to
downtown North Platte Thursday morn-
ing on a report of a man with a gun.

The incident happened in the parking
lot of Nebraskaland National Bank, 121
N. Dewey Street, just before 11 a.m.

North Platte Police Sgt. Gary Hovey
said it appeared the man was arguing
with three other adults traveling with
him in a van. The man went to the back of
the van, grabbed the gun and ultimately
placed it on the console of the van.

“He didn’t display it in an aggressive
manner or didn’t point at no one,” Hov-
ey said. “It was just bad timing in a bad
place — in a bank parking lot after a dis-
turbance with (other) people watching
them.”

Hovey said the first officer on the
scene, a Lincoln County sheriff’s deputy,
confronted the man and took him into
custody at gunpoint.

All four adults were handcuffed and
detained for law enforcement security
while the incident was investigated.

The man, whom Hovey estimated to be
in his early 20s, was released and would
not be charged because he legally pos-
sessed the Glock semi-automatic pistol.

The man was traveling with four other
people — including a 2-year-old — from
Idaho to a funeral in eastern Nebraska.
They were allowed to continue on their
journey.
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Lincoln County sheriff’s deputies were
among law enforcement officers who re-
sponded to a parking lot in downtown
North Platte Thursday morning when a
man with a gun was reported.
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Left with ‘no choice,’
Pelosi urges House
to prepare charges
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