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Doug Clouatre, a McCook Commu-
nity College history and government
professor, shared his story and an-
swered questions on his exhibit “Fac-
es of The World” — a collection of
masks from around the world — Sat-
urday at the Prairie Arts Center in
North Platte.

Clouatre has been to over 100 coun-
tries, a milestone he accomplished in
2018. While traveling, he buys collect-
ibles from the countries to remember
the culture. The collection of masks is
his favorite, though it’s just a fraction
of the souvenirs he’s collected.

At the exhibit, he showcases masks
from 9 locations: Chile, St. Kitts, Mex-
ico, Easter Island, Ecuador, Mexico,
Colombia, Cuba and the Dominican
Republic.

He became interested in traveling
when he received a 1950s globe as a
gift and saw the places he wanted to
go. He was also interested in the flight
times that were printed on the globe.
Once Clouatre finished college at 30,
he knew he wanted to travel.

“The second trip I went on, I met a
guy who had been to 100 countries,
and I thought ‘I think I’d like to do
that,’” Clouatre said.

By the time Clouatre turned 50 in
2018, he had reached 100 countries.

Clouatre said he collects every-
thing. This includes vases, rugs, fig-
urines, magnets, the masks and other
unusual items. He also said that he
takes photos on his digital camera.
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From Jeffers Pavilion dance to now: Couple celebrates 75th
A photograph of a

anniversary gift shows
the Hilds on their wed-

ding day and also as
they approached their
50th wedding anniver-
sary. The North Platte
couple will celebrate

their 75th anniversary
on Wednesday.

Shelby Berglund /
For The North Platte Telegraph

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Roy Hild does not recall what
exactly made him notice Lily
Lavine that night at the Jeffers
Pavilion, or to muster up the
nerve to ask her for a dance.

But his decision started a
romance that has lasted more
than seven decades.

The couple, who have lived at
the same house on West Fifth
Street in North Platte since
the mid-1940s, will celebrate

their 75th wedding anniversary
Wednesday.

A small Sunday dinner gath-
ering at Our Redeemer Luther-
an Church will mark the mile-
stone.

The couple is not sure if there
are any real secrets to their
long-lasting relationship.

“They are pretty much two
different personalities,” said
Kent Hild, the youngest of Roy
and Lily’s two sons. “Dad is a
lot more easygoing than Mom

is, but that’s part of the back-
ground from the families they
came from. Her dad was a hard-
nosed old Swede and (Roy) is
from German descent. There is
a difference of personalities, but
over the years they have made it
work.”

Roy, a World War II veteran
who turns 100 next year, said
that Jeffers Pavilion was the
place to be for dances every
Saturday night. It cost a dime

Please see 75TH, Page A2
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Children enjoy petting goats and other animals from Dusty Trails Petting Zoo at the Wallace Fall Festival. The
festival took place all day Saturday and included the petting zoo, a barbecue, a street dance, a parade and other
fun activities.

Faces of
the world
Doug Clouatre’s mask
collection on display
at Prairie Arts Center

Please see FACES, Page A2

A true family gathering
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

The Wallace Fall festival pro-
vides an all-day list of events that
gives families a chance to enjoy

free activities.
Jim Smith was at the Dusty Trails

Petting Zoo Saturday afternoon
watching his grandchildren hold
goats, pet chickens and donkeys,

and have fun. For him the enjoy-
ment is experiencing the festival’s
events with his kids and grandkids
who come back to Wallace.

Please see FAMILY, Page A2

Wallace hosts annual festival with petting zoo, barbecue and more
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