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Although some folks who woke
up to find a toilet in their front yard
weren’t sure they liked the “lawn
decoration,” a fundraising effort
by Team Roller for Relay for Life is
gaining momentum.

Anna Frederick, Relay committee
member and Team Roller lead-
er, said the important part of the
idea is to raise funds for cancer re-
search.

“I’ve been doing this since
March,” Frederick said. “We start-
ed with two toilets. Then a lady
called and ordered four toilets for
April Fool’s Day, so I had to hurry
and find a couple more toilets.”

Since then, Frederick said, the
fundraiser has grown to 10 toilets.

“We’ve had a few hiccups in
our fundraising for our relay,”
Fredericks said. “We’ve had the
cops called a couple of times, but
that’s why we’re trying to get more
information out on it.”

The toilets were just being
dropped off at homes where others
had requested them.

“Now I’m requesting that the per-

Scott Frost says team
will be ready for all

of the challenges of
2020.
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Fundraiser
goes down
the toilet
Relay for Life
campaign dropping
porcelain on lawns

Courtesy photo

People in North Platte are waking
up to a new “lawn ornament” placed
in their front yard by Team Roller to
raise funds for the annual Relay for
Life. The yards in these photos have
been “toileted” and can pass the
lawn ornament on to a friend to help
increase donations to battle cancer.

The Associated Press

Alyssa Brunette affixes an out-of-service sign on a slot machine
shut off to meet social-distancing requirments Tuesday as workers
prepare for the reopening of Monarch Casino and Resort in Black
Hawk, Colorado.

Property tax push still alive

By PAUL HAMMEL
The Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — The push
for property tax relief still
has a heartbeat, despite es-
timates delivered Tuesday
that Nebraska will see a
quarter-billion-dollar loss
in state tax revenue from
federal tax changes enacted
because of the coronavirus.

The leader of the push,

state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan
of Elkhorn, said that
nothing else will be accom-
plished in the remaining
17 days of the 2020 state leg-
islative session unless a
property tax bill is passed.

“We have to address this,”
Linehan said.

The senator, who chairs
the tax policy-setting
Revenue Committee, spoke

after state revenue officials
delivered some sobering
news: Nebraska can expect
to see a loss of $250 million
in state tax revenue over the
next three years because of
federal tax changes insti-
tuted as part of the CARES
Act, enacted by Congress to
provide relief from the eco-
nomic gut punch delivered
by the pandemic. That in-
cludes about a $126 million
loss in the next fiscal year.

When state senators sus-
pended their session in
March, a property tax re-

lief proposal drafted mainly
by Linehan still lacked
the votes to overcome op-
position from the state’s
largest school districts, in-
cluding Omaha, Millard
and Lincoln.

Reportedly, that’s still
the current status of a
much-amended version of
Legislative Bill 1106, despite
the formation of a “gang
of 10” state lawmakers, led
by Linehan and Norfolk
Sen. Jim Scheer, the speak-
er of the Legislature. That

‘Gang of 10’ move forward despite
estimated loss of state revenue
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The firstfruits of North Platte’s
downtown “bricks” renovation are
ready for use.

City crews Monday afternoon
opened a short segment at the

western end of the rebuilt East
Sixth Street, restoring access to
Parkade Plaza’s west parking lot
and the city parking lot at Sixth
and North Jeffers Street.

The reopened segment includes
the first section of the street’s

104-year-old bricks. Paulsen Inc.
crews began resetting them June
5, following up by applying a con-
crete-and-sand mix to settle and
set in between the bricks.

Project manager Jed Paulsen

Section of bricks reopens

First phase of downtown renovations wrapping up

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

Motorists in downtown North Platte now can use the first short section of East Sixth Street after it was rebuilt
and its 1916 bricks reset starting in late February. It opened to traffic Monday afternoon, restoring access from
North Jeffers Street to Parkade Plaza’s west entrance and the city parking lot next to Blackledge Park. Project
manager Jed Paulsen of Paulsen Inc. said the redness of the bricks, relaid starting June 5 and sealed last week,
will gradually reassert itself as rain and traffic remove the remnants of the concrete-and-sand mixture applied to
keep them in place.
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ATLANTA (AP) — As
nations grapple with new out-
breaks and spiking death tolls
from the coronavirus, a com-
monly available drug appeared
Tuesday to offer hope that the
most seriously ill could have a
better chance of survival.

The pandemic has forced
countries to impose lock-
downs and tough restrictions
on daily life and travel, but
infections have surged as
they eased these rules and re-

opened their economies. With
no vaccine available and much
still unknown about the virus,
researchers in England an-
nounced the first drug shown
to save lives.

The drug, called dexametha-
sone, reduced deaths by 35% in
patients who needed treatment
with breathing machines and
by 20% in those only needing
supplemental oxygen, research-
ers in England said. It did not
appear to help less ill patients.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said the drug was the
“biggest breakthrough yet” in
treating the coronavirus, and
top U.S. infectious disease ex-
pert Dr. Anthony Fauci called
it “a significant improvement
in the available therapeutic op-
tions that we have.”

Britain is making dexameth-
asone available to patients on
the country’s National Health
Service. The U.K. Department

Drug dexamethasone offers hope
amid spikes in coronavirus infections
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