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North Platte residents were
told Friday to move parked ve-
hicles off city snow routes as a
fresh winter storm moved in for
an expected weekend-long stay.

The National Weather Ser-
vice converted its winter storm
watch for western and north-
ern Nebraska to a winter storm
warning, while the city of North
Platte issued a “snow alert”
about 3 p.m. Friday.

The region’s last calen-
dar-year storm of 2019 was
heading toward the Plains Fri-
day from the southern and cen-
tral Rockies. The upgraded win-
ter storm warning remains in
effect until 6 p.m. CT Sunday.

Freezing rain and snow are
virtually certain to plague
west central Nebraska motor-
ists through Sunday, said Cliff
Cole, a meteorologist with the
weather service’s Lee Bird Field
office.

But expected snow totals re-
mained in flux, he said, with
more snow than the 3 to 6 inches
in North Platte’s weekend fore-
cast still possible.

“There’s some uncertainty
as to how far south that heavy
snow is going to be, and (it)
could give us more snow than
we bargained for,” Cole said.

No weather-related highway
closures had been issued in
western or northern Nebraska
as of 4 p.m. Friday. Motorists
should monitor road conditions
by calling 511 or consulting the
Nebraska 511 website or smart-
phone app.

The eastern edge of the storm
track was expected as of Friday
to pass not far east of North
Platte, with counties east of Lin-
coln and Custer counties under
a less serious winter weather
advisory.

Freezing rain is expected to
precede and take turns with

$2.00
A wintry mix with wind throughout
the day. Find our full five-day fore-
cast on page A8.
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At each end of Pacific, skepticism over China farm purchases

OMAHA (AP) — President
Donald Trump likes to joke that
America’s farmers have a nice
problem on their hands: They’re
going to need bigger tractors to
keep up with surging Chinese
demand for their soybeans and
other agricultural goods under
a preliminary deal between the
world’s two largest economies.

But will they really?
From Beijing to America’s

farm belt, skeptics are question-
ing just how much China has
actually committed to buy —
and whether U.S. farmers would

be able anytime soon to export
goods there in the outsize quan-
tity that Trump has promised.

It amounts to $40 billion a
year, according to Trump’s trade
representative, Robert Ligh-
thizer. If you ask the exuberant
president himself, though, the
total is actually “much more
than” $50 billion. To put that in
perspective, U.S. farm exports to
China have never topped $26 bil-
lion in any one year.

What’s more, since Trump’s
trade war with Beijing erupted
last year, China has increased
its farm purchases from Brazil,
Argentina and other countries.
As a result, Beijing may now be
locked into contracts it couldn’t
break even if it intended to

quickly increase its purchases
of American agricultural goods
to something approximating
$40 billion.

“History has never been even
close to that level,” said Chad
Hart, an agricultural econo-
mist at Iowa State University.
“There’s no clear path to get us
there in one year.”

“The figure of $40 billion,”
added Cui Fan, a trade special-
ist at the University of Interna-
tional Business and Economics
in Beijing, “is larger than I ex-
pected, and I wonder whether
the United States can ensure
the full supply of the products.”

America’s farmers would
surely like to. The farm belt has

The Associated Press

Visitors walk by U.S. soybean companies’ booths April 12 at the
international soybean exhibition in Shanghai, China.

Can U.S. trade exports
reach $40 billion as
trade officials claim?
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Hundreds of volunteers and
numerous city parks employees
helped make the Christmas sea-
son bright once again at Cody
Park.

The 17th annual Santa’s
Workshop at Cody Park will
be drawing to a close on Mon-
day, but Public Service Direc-
tor Layne Groseth said it was a
good season.

“I think it’s wonderful, not
just for North Platte, but the
whole area,” Groseth said. “We
get a lot of cars from out of coun-
ty. It’s a tradition for many peo-
ple.”

Groseth said Judy Holys,
manager of Cody Park Rides
and Concessions, and Hallie
Malsbury, assistant manager,
helped make it work.

Please see CODY, Page A2

Volunteers, city employees help make Cody Park shine for Christmas

End of the season
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City personnel and volunteers set up these displays for Santa’s Workshop at
Cody Park. The doors open to reveal Christmas scenes that people can view as
they drive through the park during December.
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The lighted walkway to the Cody Park concession stand shines as people gather for the Mayor’s Lighting Ceremony
on Dec. 1.

Forecast
fluctuates
ahead
of storm
Upgraded to winter
storm warning, area
could see 3 to 6 inches
of snow, maybe more
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