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North Platte city leaders have re-
ceived several inquiries through a
variety of avenues about replacing
three retiring appointed officials,
says soon-to-retire City Administra-
tor Jim Hawks.

Those conduits include city letters
of inquiry, job postings on two ma-
jor Nebraska local government web-
sites and Telegraph classified ads
also linked to national job-recruit-
ing websites.

Though they listed varying re-
sponse deadlines through mid-
month, Hawks said, Mayor Dwight
Livingston isn’t necessarily limited
to those who inquire about Hawks’
own job by then.

“We understand how important a
position it is,” said Hawks, who will
retire May 1 along with part-time
City Engineer Tom Werblow. “It’s
going to take the right person.”

First on the mayor’s list is choos-
ing the next provider of the city’s
legal services with the departure of
full-time City Attorney Doug Stack.
He attended his last City Council
meeting Tuesday and retires Friday.

Three local law firms or individ-
uals responded to a city letter of in-
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Two bald eagles perch on a pair of tree branches along the North Platte River on Wednesday morning just of High-
way 30.

Mayor Dwight Livingston will not seek reelection

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

North Platte Mayor Dwight
Livingston confirmed in a letter
Wednesday that he will not seek
a third four-year term in this
year’s elections.

The retired 38-year police of-
ficer cited his family — whom

he said would have supported
another reelection run — as his
prime reason for declining to do
so.

“During my tenure, I have
had to ask my family to make
many sacrifices,” wrote Living-
ston, 71. “The greatest of these
is time, my time.”

Though “I have struggled
with this decision,” the mayor
added, “recent health issues in
our family” and grandchildren
who are nearly grown tipped
the scale against running
again.

“I know there are a lot of our
citizens who will be disappoint-
ed by my decision to not seek a
third term as mayor. They have
been very vocal with me about
it,” he wrote.

“And I am certain there will
be times when I will regret not

seeking another
term, but I don’t
want to regret
not being there
for my family
during times
of need and as
our young ones
grow.”

Livingston re-
leased his letter
a day after busi-

nessman Lonnie Parsons be-
came the city’s third declared
mayoral candidate. Great

Plains Health executive Bran-
don Kelliher and City Council-
man Andrew Lee also have said
they will run.

Livingston, who served in the
U.S. Air Force during the Viet-
nam era, joined the North Platte
police force in 1972 and retired
as interim chief in June 2011.

He unseated Mayor Marc
Kaschke in the 2012 election,
then won re-election in 2016
over challenger Dave Vigil.
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Patrick O’Donnell, the Clerk of the Legislature, reads bills
Wednesday during opening day of the Legislature at the Nebraska
State Capitol in Lincoln.
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Senators introduce dozens of bills
on 1st day of 2020 Legislative session

By MARTHA STODDARD

and PAUL HAMMEL
BH News Service

LINCOLN — Nebraska law-
makers opened the 2020 session
of the Nebraska Legislature on
Wednesday with the introduc-
tion of dozens of new proposals,
including a measure to ban so-
called “dismemberment abor-
tions.”

Legislative Bill 814 was of-
fered by State Sen. Suzanne
Geist of Lincoln, along with 21

co-sponsors. The bill would ban
the most common method used
during abortions performed
during the second trimester of a
woman’s pregnancy, in which a
fetus is removed in pieces.

“I have introduced a bill this
morning that will end the prac-
tice of a brutal and unthinkable
abortion method here in Ne-
braska,” Geist said.

Such a measure is sure to gen-
erate controversy and take up
time during the 60-day session.
Abortion rights supporters said

it could endanger women and
would be unconstitutional.

A major property tax re-
lief bill, however, did not get
dropped Wednesday because it
needed some last-minute tinker-
ing, according to State Sen. Lou
Ann Linehan of Elkhorn.

Property tax relief and ad-
dressing the state’s overcrowd-
ed prisons are expected to top
the agenda during the 2020
session. Higher-than-expected
state income and sales tax rev-
enue has allowed lawmakers
some extra funds to work with.
The question is, will it be used
to lower property taxes? Or will

New legislation includes bill banning abortion
method; property tax relief bill sees delay
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