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The city of North Platte filed
fewer District Court lawsuits
over unsafe housing conditions
in 2022, the second full year since
the City Council updated health
and safety codes.

Five such suits were filed in
Lincoln County District Court
last year compared with 13 in
2021, based on a Telegraph re-
view of court filings.

North Platte filed just four
suits in District Court between
2010 and 2020 to seek remedies
to dangerous building conditions
and other “public nuisances.”

Council members adopted an
ordinance in September 2020
clarifying the city’s authority to
seek effective legal action when
health and safety codes are being
violated or rundown buildings
have gravely decayed.

The city’s subsequent code
enforcement efforts came up
at the Jan. 17 council meeting.
Members voted 5-3 to seek a $1
million state grant to acquire
and recycle problem properties
for new or rehabilitated housing.

City leaders, building in-
spectors and Property Resolu-
tion Committee members con-
tinue to press cleanup of North
Platte’s most physically troubled

Officials
file fewer
city code
lawsuits
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The first two meetings of Gov.
Jim Pillen’s task force studying

state aid to schools didn’t offer a
lot of hope that something could
get done.

Pillen had campaigned on a
pledge to send state dollars to all
school districts in the state, in-
cluding the mostly rural, land-
rich districts that now often
don’t qualify for aid. But that
naturally raised concerns among

other districts that the money
might come from them.

Pillen’s initial meetings last
month with K-12 educators and
other stakeholders produced
some good discussion and ideas
— but little in the way of clear
solutions.

But the task force’s third and
final meeting on Dec. 30 played

out quite differently, participants
said.

Pillen took control from the
start. And he laid out a pack-
age of proposals that was well
crafted, decisively presented
and historic — an approach that
also offers some early insight into
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NEW YORK — Documents
with classified markings were
discovered in former Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence’s Indiana res-
idence last week, his lawyer said,
the latest in a string of recover-
ies of papers meant to be treated
with utmost sensitivity from the
homes of current and former top
U.S. officials.

The records, which were taken
into FBI custody, “appear to be
a small number of documents
bearing classified markings that
were inadvertently boxed and
transported to the personal home
of the former vice president at
the end of the last administra-
tion,” Pence’s lawyer, Greg Jacob,

wrote in a letter to the National
Archives shared with The Asso-
ciated Press.

He said Pence was “unaware of
the existence of sensitive or clas-
sified documents at his personal
residence” until a search last
week and “understands the high
importance of protecting sensi-
tive and classified information
and stands ready and willing to
cooperate fully with the National
Archives and any appropriate in-
quiry.”

The revelation came as the
Department of Justice is already
investigating the discovery of
documents with classification
markings in President Joe Biden’s
home in Delaware and his former
Washington office, as well as for-

mer President Donald Trump’s
Florida estate.

Democrat Biden has indicated
he will seek reelection, Trump
is already a declared candidate,
and Republican Pence has been
exploring a possible 2024 pres-
idential campaign that would
put him in direct competition
against his former boss.

The newest discovery, which
was first reported by CNN,
thrusts Pence, who previously
insisted that he followed strin-
gent protocols regarding classi-
fied documents, into the debate
over the handling of secret ma-
terials by officials who served in
the highest ranks of government.

Pence also found classified docs
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Former Vice President Mike Pence speaks with reporters, Dec. 6, 2022, at
Garden Sanctuary Church of God in Rock Hill, S.C. Documents with classified
markings were discovered in former Vice President Pence’s Indiana home last
week, according to his attorney.
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A dramatic reduction in ap-
plications for teaching positions
at North Platte Public Schools
brought about changes in recruit-
ing for the district.

Kevin Mills, director of Human
Resources, said the process of
seeking international applicants
began about three years ago.
Through his research, Mills said
he discovered districts across the

country have been hiring interna-
tional teachers for hard to fill slots.

“The reason we started is there
is a teacher shortage, there is no
question,” Mills said. “Our ap-
plications are way low. Not in the
quality of applications, the quan-
tity of applications.”

With the teacher shortage un-
likely to end in the near future,
Mills said it was necessary to look
outside the box for “the best and
the brightest” teachers. NPPS
has signed contracts with seven
teachers, all of whom are from the
Philippines.

The normal turnover rate is
about 10%, which means about 30
teaching positions are open each

year. Coupled with the teacher
shortage, that pushed the dis-
trict to take a more aggressive
approach.

Many of those are retirements
or teachers moving to other loca-
tions due to a spouse’s job change.
The number of applicants has
dropped from between 10 to 15 for
an open position to one or two, he
said.

“As all districts are, we’re work-
ing really hard to find teachers,”
Mills said. “To give examples of
how deep it’s going, districts are
now contacting universities and
colleges and asking for students
that are in college while they’re
sophomores.

“So we’re starting to track kids
all the way through college just
to be able to have a chance to get
them.”

Mills said career fairs and re-
cruitment events at Nebraska
colleges continue to be part of the
approach, but those opportunities
have not necessarily been produc-
ing results.

That’s why the district began
looking at other options.

“Dr. (Todd) Rhodes (Superin-
tendent) talked to the superin-
tendent at Lexington and they’ve
done it, Cozad hired someone last
year,” Mills said. “Even smaller
districts are starting to hire people
because we can’t meet the need

we have to teach our students, so
we have to pull them from some-
where.”

Mills contacted the Teach
USA organization that facilitates
the connection to international
teachers and is the agency through
which the districts hire.

“We couldn’t be more excited of
all the applicants that applied and
the ones we selected to interview
and those we offered contracts
to that did accept,” Mills said.
“They’re exceptional human be-
ings.”

Most of the hires have Mas-
ter’s degrees and have experience

NPPS hires international teachers
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NOT TOO BITTER A TEMPERATURE TUESDAY FOR RUNZA CONSTRUCTION WORK
Even with December’s bitter cold and January’s heavy snows, outdoor construction projects are still making progress around North Platte. Two
workers are seen here Tuesday afternoon next to the recently poured concrete base for the planned new Runza restaurant taking shape on
the former locations of Midtown Motors and the Fortify Group insurance agency at South Jeffers and E streets. It’ll replace the Runza closer to
downtown at B and Jeffers.

K-12 plan aims to boost low rank

School district turns
to Philippines amid
teacher shortage

City files 5 suits
compared to 13 in
previous year

Governor’s proposal
would increase funds
to rural school districts
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