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Angela Blaesi was elected
North Platte School Board pres-
ident after 10 votes and coin toss
tiebreaker.

Nominees Blaesi and Matt
Pederson tied in all 10 votes 3-3
at the board’s January meeting
Monday at McKinley Education
Center.

District policy requires a coin
toss to determine election of
officers after those 10 tie votes.
Board Clerk Sheila Furley tossed
the coin that came up in favor of
Blaesi and she took over the role
for 2023.

Pederson then won the vice
president seat over Jo Ann Lund-
green on the second vote by a 4-2
margin. Lundgreen and board
newcomer Emily Garrick were
nominated for secretary and
another 10 rounds ended in 3-3
ties. The coin toss went in Lund-
green’s favor.

The board does its reorganiza-
tion as part of the first meeting
of each year and makes various
appointments. Pederson was
also appointed as board liaison to
the North Platte Public Schools
Foundation.

Pederson, Skip Altig and Cyn-
thia O’Connor were appointed
to the Finance, Facilities, Oper-
ations and Legislation Subcom-
mittee. Lundgreen, Blaesi and
Garrick were appointed to the
Personnel, Americanism, Cur-
riculum, Student Services and
Communication Subcommittee.

Lundgreen, Garrick and
O’Connor were installed as board
members at the beginning of the
meeting after winning their re-
spective ward elections in No-
vember.

The consent agenda
was amended at the re-
quest of Garrick for discus-
sion on several proposed
teacher hires for the 2023-24
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MEXICO CITY — Mexican
President Andres Manuel López
Obrador challenged U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden to end an atti-
tude of “abandonment” and
“disdain” for Latin America and
the Caribbean as the two lead-
ers met on Monday, making for
a brusque opening to a summit
of North American leaders.

The comments were a stark
contrast to the public display of
affection between López Obra-
dor and Biden shortly before, as

they smiled and embraced and
shook hands for the cameras.
But once the two sat down in an
ornate room at the Palacio Na-
cional, flanked by delegations of
top officials, it didn’t take long
for tensions to bubble to the
surface.

Most of the summit’s work
will be handled on Tuesday,
when the two leaders and Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau are to hold hours of
talks. Migration, both legal and
illegal, and border security will
be key topics.

On Monday, López Obrador
challenged Biden to improve
life across the region, telling
him that “you hold the key in

Tensions rise at Mexico meetings
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Western Nebraskans ought to
be able to start gambling “raci-
nos” now since the state’s exist-
ing horse-racing tracks are being
allowed to proceed, said state Sen.
Mike Jacobson of North Platte.

Jacobson Monday introduced
Legislative Bill 148, which would
overrule lawmakers’ 2022 deci-
sion to delay new horse track-ca-
sino combinations until after
completion of statewide market
analyses and a study of their so-
cioeconomic impact.

LB 148 would extend the dead-
line for their completion from
2025 to 2030 and let new racinos

be approved or denied before then
“if the proposed licensed race-
track enclosure is located west of
the 100th meridian in Nebraska.”

That would open the door to
interests who proposed racinos in
North Platte, Ogallala and Gering
after Nebraska voters amended
the state constitution in 2020 to
allow casinos at horse tracks.

Last year’s LB 876 amounted to
a moratorium on considering new
racino locations while Nebraska’s
six existing horse tracks add ca-
sinos.

Jacobson, who said he person-
ally voted against the 2020 initia-
tives, said it’s now a matter of fact
that casinos — and the social costs
from them that will follow gam-
blers home to their local commu-
nities — are reality in Nebraska.

“Now that we have casino

gambling approved in the state,
we know we’ll get the collateral
damage in North Platte (from it)
whether we like it or not,” the Dis-
trict 42 lawmaker said.

“You can drive to Grand Island,
150 miles away, and leave your
money there and they get all the
property tax relief there. Or we
can have a racetrack and casino
in North Platte and capture the
property tax relief and some of
the Interstate (80) traffic to help
with that.”

The 2020 initiatives enacted a
20% tax on racino gaming reve-
nue, with 70% of the proceeds
going to the state’s Property Tax
Credit Fund that provides a direct
discount on property tax bills.

A horse track and casino’s host
city and county each will receive
12.5% of the 20% gaming tax from

that location. The state’s Com-
pulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund
will get 2.5% of statewide gaming
taxes.

Gary Person, president and CEO
of the North Platte Area Chamber
& Development Corp., said the
2022 Legislature “made it a little
more difficult” for would-be new
racinos in Nebraska to compete
with existing ones.

“Sen. Jacobson’s bill will help
open that door to west central
and western Nebraska without a
lengthy delay,” Person said. “Why
should only communities from
Grand Island east be allowed to
participate on a statewide initia-
tive that will have a property tax
reduction component to it?”

Temporary casinos opened at
the Lincoln Racecourse Sept. 24
and at Grand Island’s Fonner Park

Dec. 27 while permanent casinos
are being built at both locations.

WarHorse also is developing
a casino at Horsemen’s Park in
Omaha, while Caesars Enter-
tainment plans one at Ag Park in
Columbus. A temporary casino
at the Omaha track could open
in late spring or summer, while
Harrah’s Nebraska expects to open
a temporary Columbus casino in
March, according to various news
accounts.

A planned casino at Atokad Park
in South Sioux City has been put
on the back burner, Ho-Chunk
Inc. CEO Lance Morgan said last
June. Ho-Chunk, affiliated with
the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska,
helped pass the 2020 voter initia-
tives and also is involved with the

Bill would allow ‘racinos’ sooner
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WORK TO OPEN TEMPORARY CENTENNIAL PARK ICE RINK GOES ON
Chuck Roberts of North Platte’s Roberts & Sons Plumbing drains glycol Monday afternoon from the plastic piping underneath the temporary
seasonal ice rink expected to open soon in Centennial Park. NPIce had hoped to open the rink Dec. 12 but has had to cope with growing pains,
including the need to replace the chiller system it had rented for its rink’s first winter season. Roberts said end caps would be replaced once the
draining was finished so the glycol won’t leak once it’s flowing through the pipes to keep the ice surface frozen. NPIce still plans to offer skating
lessons and hockey leagues on the 80-foot by 50-foot rink this winter, organizers Stephen “BLu” McGrath and Tyler Sexson said in a Sunday post
on NPIce’s Facebook page.
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President Joe Biden, left, is greeted by Mexican President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador as he arrives at the National Palace on Monday
in Mexico City.
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