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Mostly sunny today, then partly
cloudy in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 93 LOW: 68 Thank you for reading
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North Platte Juniors
win Cornhusker
League title on Sunday
against Lincoln East.
SPORTS, PAGE B1
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n BEAT THE HEAT Nebraska Extension offers up tips to livestock
producers about how to keep your cattle cool. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Member FDIC

Know a teacher who totally rules?
Nominate him or her to receive a $250 gift card.
Winners will be notified by July 31st.
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The Associated Press via NASA

This July 1969 photo provided by NASA shows launch controllers
in the firing room at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida during the
Apollo 11 mission to the moon. In the third row from foreground at
center is JoAnn Morgan, the first female launch controller.

Apollo 11 moon landing had
thousands working behind scenes

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — It took 400,000 people to
put Apollo 11’s Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin on the moon a
half-century ago.

That massive workforce
stretched across the U.S. and in-
cluded engineers, scientists, me-
chanics, technicians, pilots, div-
ers, seamstresses, secretaries
and more who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes to achieve
those first lunar footsteps.

Some of them will be taking
part in festivities this week to
mark the 50th anniversary.

A brief look at three:
***

Amid the sea of white shirts,
black ties and pocket protectors
inside NASA’s firing room for
the liftoff of Apollo 11 sat JoAnn
Morgan.

July 16, 1969, was her prime-
time debut as the first female
launch controller. It wasn’t easy

getting there.
Morgan, 78, who began work-

ing for NASA in 1958 while in
college, typically got the over-
night shift before launches.
She’d be replaced by a male col-
league a few hours before show-
time.

“The rub came on being there
at liftoff,” she recalled.

And there was the taunting.
She’d get obscene phone calls at

Please see MOON, Page A2

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

Ousted Lincoln County Treasurer Lorie Koertner (center) talks
with other spectators Monday afternoon before county commis-
sioners reconvened their fact-finding hearing on her office’s finan-
cial condition during her 4½ months in office.

Judge: 2 from
Cherry Co.
Board can’t
vote on project

By REECE RISTAU
BH News Service

A judge on Monday temporarily blocked
two Cherry County Board members from
voting on a planned wind energy project
in the Sandhills, siding with opponents
who argued those board members have a
financial stake in the project’s outcome.

District Judge Mark Kozisek’s order
temporarily prohibits board members
Tanya Storer and Martin DeNaeyer from
“hearing, discussing, considering, influ-
encing or voting” on a conditional use
permit for a 19-turbine wind farm planned
west of Kilgore.

Preserve the Sandhills, the advocacy
group that brought the lawsuit, filed the
complaint on grounds that Storer and De-
Naeyer have family members who would
financially benefit from the project.

A public hearing and vote on the project
was scheduled for Tuesday, but Monday’s
injunction means the county board will
lack the two-member majority required
for the vote to occur.

It’s unclear what happens next. The issue

After conflict of
interest ruling, panel to
lack quorum Tuesday

Please see CHERRY, Page A2

Arson suspected in fires

Fire crews respond to three blazes at two homes Sunday, Monday

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

North Platte firefighters were
busy Sunday and Monday as they
were called to three fires in two

days and arson is suspected in all.
About 8:45 a.m. Monday, they

were called to a fire at a home at the
corner of Rodeo Road and Madison
Street.

“The fire is under investigation,”
said North Platte Assistant Fire
Chief Trent Kleinow. “It is suspect-
ed arson.”

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

North Platte Fire Department firefighters battle a house fire at Rodeo Road and Madison on Monday morning.

Please see FIRES, Page A2

Board reaffirms Koertner dismissal

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Lincoln County commission-
ers Monday night ratified their
May removal of County Treasur-
er Lorie Koertner, capping an
all-day meeting and eight hours
of testimony on the intimate de-
tails of handling public funds.

The County Board voted 5-0 to
declare that Koertner neglected

her legal duties and committed
“misconduct in office” in five
respects. The action was a neces-
sary sequel to complete its unan-
imous May 13 vote to end Koert-
ner’s 4½-month tenure under a
rarely used 1879 state law.

The declaration, and a subse-
quent 5-0 tally reaffirming Ko-
ertner’s dismissal, followed an
executive session of 2½ hours.

Most of the board’s specific

findings tracked those made by
the Nebraska Auditor of Public
Accounts in an “attestation” of
Treasurer’s Office finances. Its
work began May 15 and contin-
ued into June.

No evidence of missing funds
or criminal wrongdoing was
found, Auditor’s Office staff
members Mary Avery and
Deann Haeffner testified.

Neither Koertner, who testi-
fied extensively to end the hear-
ing, nor her attorney, Lincoln
lawyer J.L. Spray, was present

Commissioners: Attestation, testimony
finds neglect, ‘misconduct in office’

Please see BOARD, Page A2
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