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NP juniors tally 28
runs in doubleheader
sweep of Scottsbluff.
SPORTS, PAGE B1
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n STEPPING DOWN Gretchen Carlson is leaving her role as
chairwoman of the Miss America Organization. LIFESTYLES, PAGE A7
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Mandi Hatch, left, Cassie Brown and Beth Goentzel are three of the four actors who are participating in their
fourth summer acting camp directed by North Platte High School teacher Brittany McDaniel. Michael Richey, not
pictured, wrote this year’s production that will be performed at 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday at the North Platte
Community Playhouse.

Bailey
Yard hit
by more
job cuts

After attending throughout high school, four students prepare for
their final performance with Academy for Advanced Acting

A quartet’s curtain call
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Four high school actors
have participated in each
of the four years of the
Academy for Advanced
Actors, and one of them,
Michael Richey, wrote the
play for this week’s pro-
duction.

The play is titled “24
Hours Before Summer.”

Richey, a 2019 gradu-
ate of North Platte High
School, said he came up
with the idea after think-

ing of what he’d like to see
in the annual production.

There are 17 actors from
area schools involved in
the academy, which is
run by Brittany McDaniel
and Scott Carlson at the
Neville Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

Along with Richey, the
other three actors who are
in their fourth season are
Mandi Hatch, a 2018 grad-
uate of North Platte High
School; Cassie Brown, a
2019 graduate of St. Patrick
High School; and Beth Go-

entzel, a 2019 graduate of
North Platte High School.

“Last year we were do-
ing the play and I just
thought it would be kind
of fun doing a big project,
since it’s my last year of
doing it,” Richey said.

The writing became
personal because this is
the last year for the four
friends.

“It’s the last day of
school and everyone’s just
tying up loose ends with
school stuff,” Richey said.
“A lot of inspiration and

ideas came from the plays
we’ve done before.”

McDaniel and Carlson
work with the students in
all aspects of putting on a
theater production, from
makeup to staging and
presentation.

The cast will continue
the workshop through Fri-
day and will perform at 7
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m.
Sunday at the North Platte
Community Playhouse,
301 E. Fifth St.

Admission is on a dona-
tion basis.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

The Union Pacific Railroad
Wednesday carried out additional
job reductions at North Platte’s Bai-
ley Yard, the latest in a series of fur-
loughs and job eliminations under
U.P.’s systemwide Unified Plan 2020.

Railroad officials informed the
North Platte Area Chamber and De-
velopment Corp. of the latest job cuts,
chamber President and CEO Gary
Person told The Telegraph.

“We were officially notified by
Union Pacific’s regional community
relations personnel early this morn-
ing that this was occurring,” he said.
“But they would not talk specific
numbers.”

Based on previous Bailey Yard
employment estimates given to the

French beaches at dawn set
scene for D-Day observance

The Associated Press

A veteran wipes his eyes during a Wednesday ceremony to mark
the 75th anniversary of D-Day in Portsmouth, England.

OMAHA BEACH, France
(AP) — The five beaches are si-
lent at dawn but forever haunt-
ed.

When the sun rises Thurs-
day over the Normandy coast-
line where thousands of men
bled and died 75 years ago, the
diminishing number of World
War II veterans who know first-
hand of the sacrifices that were
made to dismantle tyranny will
remember D-Day and hope the
world never forgets.

After Britain’s spirited an-
niversary tribute to the der-
ring-do of the Allied forces that
set off from England to defend
democracy, the commemoration

will be comparatively solemn in
France, the country where so
many young lives ended in sand
and sea on June 6, 1944.

Leaders from the United
States, Britain, Canada, France
— and then-foe and now ally
Germany — will once again
laud the troops who stormed
the fortified Normandy beaches
to help turn the tide of the war
and give birth to a new Europe,
since at peace.

A ceremony at daybreak will
mark the time when the first
troops landed. Remembrances
are taking place throughout the
day at the military cemeteries
where countries buried their

fallen citizens.
French President Emmanuel

Macron and President Donald
Trump will look out over Oma-
ha Beach, the scene of the blood-
iest fighting, from the cemetery
with grave markers for over
9,000 Americans, servicemen
who established a blood bond
between the United States and
its trans-Atlantic allies.

“I have all kinds of friends
buried,” said William Tym-
chuk, 98, who served with the
4th Canadian Armored Division
during some of the deadliest
fighting of the brutal campaign
after the Normandy landings.

Robocalls
proving
difficult
to quash

NEW YORK (AP) — New tools are
coming to fight robocalls, but don’t
expect unwanted calls to disappear.

Political gridlock could derail bills
aimed at beefing up enforcement and
forcing phone companies to do more.
The companies have been slow to act

Fight against spam
seems a losing battle
despite new tools
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