
WASHINGTON (AP)
— Melania Trump said
Wednesday she’s glad
some stores are pulling
electronic cigarettes off
the shelves amid an ex-
plosion in vaping among
young people, calling it a
necessary step to protect
the next generation.

“We need to be proac-
tive before it gets out of
control,” she said at a
White House “listening
session” where a small
group of teenagers from
around the country told
her about their experienc-
es using e-cigarettes.

Luka Kinard, 16, of
High Point, North Caro-
lina, said he quit vaping
only after spending 39
days in rehab in Califor-
nia in October 2018.

He said he had been us-
ing e-cigarettes for about
a year when he began ex-
periencing intense chest
pain, insomnia and cold
sweats and thought he
was having a heart attack
at 15. He said his parents
thought a seizure he suf-
fered in September 2018
was tied to vaping, and
they sent him away for
treatment.

“It wasn’t until then
that my parents recog-
nized, ‘Hey, this is really
an issue,’” he told the first
lady.

Ally Harrison, 18, said
she suffered from physical
and mental ailments, in-
cluding heart palpitations
and panic attacks. Friends
in her hometown of Bay-
town, Texas, encouraged

her to vape, assuring her
it would “calm you down.”

But it had the opposite
effect. “I had worse panic
attacks. The fear was al-
ways there,” Ally said.

Asked by Mrs. Trump
how he obtained e-ciga-
rettes, Luka said he got
them from friends or by
hanging around outside
smoke shops or gas sta-
tions and enlisting strang-
ers to get the products for
him.

Amid an increased fo-
cus on vaping by young
people, a few big-name re-
tailers have said they will
no longer sell those prod-
ucts.

Walmart, the nation’s

largest retailer, said last
month that it will stop
selling electronic ciga-
rettes at its namesake
stores and Sam’s Clubs in
the U.S. when it sells out
its current inventory.

Supermarket chain Kro-
ger and drugstore chain
Walgreens announced
Monday they will follow
Walmart’s lead.

Juul Labs Inc., the na-
tion’s largest maker of
electronic cigarettes, is
ending advertising in the
U.S.

In response to a surge in
vaping by young people,
President Donald Trump
recently announced that
the federal government

will act to ban thousands
of flavors used in e-ciga-
rettes, mostly the fruity
flavors that are believed
to entice young people to
start vaping.

The first lady, who has

a 13-year-old son, Barron,
went public with her con-
cerns about youth vaping
in a tweet last month. She
sat with Trump when he
announced the proposed
ban, and Wednesday’s
roundtable was the sec-
ond time she highlighted
youth vaping this week.

Federal statistics show a
significant increase in va-
ping among teens between
2017 and 2018. More than 1
in 4 high school students
reported vaping in the past
month, up from 1 in 5 stu-
dents in 2018, according to
the latest statistics.

Health authorities are
also investigating hun-
dreds of vaping-related
lung illnesses.

The Truth Initiative,
a nonprofit, anti-tobacco
organization that brought
the group of nine students
to meet with the first lady
in the ornate White House
Blue Room, wants the fed-
eral government to ban all
flavors used in vaping, in-
cluding mint and menthol,
among other steps.
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Cheek, Brandon, 16 — Graveside services: 11
a.m. Friday, Oct. 11, Sacred Heart Cemetery, Crete,
with reception to follow at Blue River Lodge. Govier
Brothers Mortuary is in charge of arrangements.

Cohagan, Darla DeAnne, 65 — 11 a.m. Friday,
Oct. 11, First United Methodist Church, North
Platte. Committal service: 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11,
Fort McPherson National Cemetery, near Maxwell.
Memorial book: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10,
Odean Colonial Chapel at C & Sycamore.

Fisher, Rick J. — 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 19, Grace
United Methodist Church, Cheyenne. Graveside
service: Lakeview Cemetery, Cheyenne. Reception:
to follow, Grace United Methodist Church. Wieder-
spahn-Radomsky Funeral Home, Cheyenne, is in
charge of funeral arrangements.

Gschwind, Francis G., 95 — 10:30 a.m. Friday,
Oct. 11, United Methodist Church, Callaway. Burial:
Rose Hill Cemetery, Callaway. Visitation: 4-7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 10, United Methodist Church. Arnold
Funeral Home/Govier Brothers Mortuary is in charge
of arrangements.

Jeffers, Rexford Lee “Si,” 93 — 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, at Colleen Larsen’s home,
3623 Sugarberry Road. Inurnment: later date, Floral
Lawns Memorial Gardens. Odean Colonial Chapel
at C & Sycamore is in charge of arrangements.

Miller, Dwight “Red,” 76 — 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct.
12, Wallace Morningview Cemetery. Bullock-Long
Funeral Home, Grant, is in charge of arrangements.

Smith, Bonita “Bonnie,” 95 — 10:30 a.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 11, Lincoln Berean Church. Burial: 9 a.m.
Friday, Oct. 11, Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln. Butherus,
Maser & Love Funeral Home, Lincoln, is in charge of
arrangements.

Vieyra, Richard “Rick” R., 80 — 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 12, St. Patrick Catholic Church. Burial:
North Platte Cemetery.

Lovelace, Barry Owen, 55, of Henderson, Minne-
sota, formerly of Le Sueur, Minnesota, died Oct. 7,
2019. Services will be at 11 a.m. Monday, Oct. 14,
at Kolden Funeral Home, Le Sueur. Burial will be in
Mound Cemetery, Le Sueur. Visitation will be one
hour prior to the service at Kolden Funeral Home,
which is in charge of arrangements.

Wescoat, David, 62, formerly of Lexington, died
Oct. 8, 2019, at Elwood Care Center. Reynolds-Love
Funeral Home, Lexington, is in charge of arrange-
ments.

death notices

Friendship
with ex?

n n n
The obituaries appear as provided by the family

of the deceased or the funeral home in charge of ser-
vices. The Telegraph edits the information only to
conform to newspaper style.

Dear Annie: My boy-
friend broke up with me
pretty suddenly and over
the phone right after spring
semester ended. We haven’t
talked over the summer,
and now that school started
this fall, it’s been pretty
awkward. Since we haven’t
talked to each other for
about four months, I don’t
know how to start talking to
him again.

After he broke up with
me, he said he still wanted
to be good friends, and I
told him that I honestly
didn’t think I could be
friends with him. I don’t
know what to do. — Un-
easy at University

Dear Uneasy at Univer-
sity: I think you ought
to listen to your heart,
which seems to be saying
that it needs more time to
heal. So, be cordial when
you run into your ex-boy-
friend — wish him all
the best — but put your
energy into nourishing
friendships, interests and
your sense of self. One
day you might be able to
be friends with this ex.

Dear Annie: I was
shocked that “Fearing the
Future” is so pessimistic
at 67. I am 91 and recently
wrote this poem:

“The Optimist”
“Why live to one

hundred?” asked my
friend.

“Isn’t ninety enough to
make a good end?”

“I think of the things I
would miss,” I replied,

“If, at ninety, I stopped and
simply died.”

Thousands of mornings to
see the sun rise

In a glorious blaze in the
eastern skies.

Moons to wax and wane
anew,

Trillions of stars in the
midnight blue.

Ten springs to see the
lilacs bloom

As their fragrance drifts
across my room.

To see new leaves on the
maple tree

As the birds return and
sing to me.

Ten summers to feel the
ocean breeze

As whales cavort in blue-
green seas,

To watch the hawks on the
thermals rise

Into the blue of summer skies.
Ten more harvests to

celebrate
Of apple and peach and

pear and date.
To anticipate the vintner’s

wines
From fresh new grapes on

ancient vines.
Ten more autumns in

which to see
The change of color on

every tree,
Russets and golds and reds

ablaze
To brighten the

ever-shortening days.
Ten winters of freshly

fallen snow
On mountains above and

valleys below.
Of cherry-cheeked children

on skis and sleds,
Of blazing hearths and

soft warm beds.
Ten Christmas seasons of

church bells rung,
Of mince pies eaten and

carols sung.
Of families gathered to

celebrate
The wonder of that age-old

date.
Ten more New Years to

welcome in,
To wonder what the year

will bring.
Will there be a new baby

for me to see?
A great-grandchild on my

family tree?
I strive for another decade

of living,
Of hoping and praying

and loving and giving.
And, if I reach one

hundred, what then?
Why, I’d plan to live to one

hundred and ten!
— Beryl in Keizer, Oregon
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2 die in Yom Kippur attack
on German synagogue

HALLE, Germany (AP)
— A heavily armed assail-
ant ranting about Jews
tried to force his way into
a synagogue in Germany
on Yom Kippur, Judaism’s
holiest day, then shot two
people to death nearby in
an attack Wednesday that
was livestreamed on a
popular gaming site.

The attacker shot at the
door of the synagogue in
the eastern city of Halle
but did not get in as 70 to
80 people inside were ob-
serving the holy day.

The gunman shouted
that Jews were “the root”
of “problems” such as fem-
inism and “mass immigra-
tion,” according to a group
that tracks online ex-
tremism. It said a roughly
36-minute video posted on-
line featured the assailant,
who spoke a combination
of English and German,
denying the Holocaust be-
fore he shot a woman in
the street after failing to
enter the synagogue. He
then entered a nearby ke-
bab shop and killed anoth-
er person before fleeing.

Germany’s top security
official, Interior Minis-
ter Horst Seehofer, said
authorities must assume
that it was an anti-Semit-
ic attack, and said prose-
cutors believe there may
be a right-wing extremist
motive. He said several
people were hurt.

The attack “strikes the
Jewish community, Jew-
ish people not just in Ger-
many but particularly in
Germany, to the core,” said
the country’s main Jewish
leader, Josef Schuster. “It
was, I think, only lucky
circumstances that pre-
vented a bigger massacre.”

The filming of Wednes-
day’s attack echoed an-
other horrific shooting
halfway around the

world when a far-right
white supremacist in
March killed 51 people at
two mosques in Christ-
church, New Zealand and
livestreamed much of the
attack on Facebook. That
massacre drew strong
criticism of social media
giants for not immediate-
ly finding and blocking
such a violent video.

Wednesday’s assault
followed attacks in the
United States over the
past year on synagogues
in Pittsburgh and Poway,
California.

The head of Halle’s
Jewish community, Max
Privorozki, told news
magazine Der Spiegel
that a surveillance cam-
era at the entrance of the
synagogue showed a per-
son trying to break into
the building.

“The assailant shot sev-
eral times at the door and
also threw several Molo-
tov cocktails, firecrack-
ers or grenades to force
his way in,” he said. “But
the door remained closed
— God protected us. The
whole thing lasted per-
haps five to 10 minutes.”

A video clip shown on
regional public broad-
caster MDR showed a
man in a helmet and an
olive-colored top get-
ting out of a car and fir-
ing four shots from be-
hind the vehicle from a
long-barreled gun.

Conrad Roessler said
he was in the kebab shop
when a man with a helmet
and a military jacket threw
something that looked like
a grenade, which bounced
off the doorframe. He said
the man then shot into the
shop.

“All the customers next
to me ran, of course I did
too. I think there were
five or six of us in there,”

Roessler told n-tv televi-
sion. “The man behind
me probably died.”

“I hid in the toilet,” he
added. “The others looked
for the back entrance. I
didn’t know if there was
one. I locked myself qui-
etly in this toilet, and
wrote to my family that I
love them, and waited for
something to happen.”

Police then came into
the shop, he said.

Schuster offered his
condolences to the rela-
tives of “the two complete-
ly uninvolved people”
who were killed and his
sympathy to those were
wounded. German au-
thorities didn’t give any
details on the victims.

The SITE Intelligence
Group said the video
on livestreaming site
Twitch started with the
assailant saying “my
name is Anon and I think
the Holocaust never hap-
pened.” He mentioned
feminism and “mass
immigration” and said
that “the root of all these
problems is the Jew.”

The video, which ap-
parently was filmed with
a head-mounted camera,
showed the perpetrator
driving up to the syna-
gogue in a car packed
with ammunition and
what appeared to be
homemade explosives.

He tried two doors and
placed a device at the
bottom of a gate, then
fired at a woman trying
to walk past his parked
car. The assailant then
fired rounds into the
synagogue’s door, which
didn’t open. He drove a
short distance to park op-
posite the kebab shop. He
fired at what appeared
to be an employee, while
customers scrambled
away.

Melania Trump listens as teens share experiences with vaping

The Associated Press

Police officers cross
a wall at a crime scene
Wednesday in Halle,
Germany after a shoot-
ing incident. A gunman
fired several shots in
the German city of Hal-
le. Police say a person
has been arrested after
a shooting that left two
people dead.

The Associated Press

First lady Melania Trump, left, listens Wednesday in the White House as Eric Asche
with the Truth Initiative speaks during a listening session with teenagers about their
experiences with electronic cigarettes and vaping.

Irish prime
minister says
big gaps remain
in Brexit talks

LONDON (AP) — Irish
Prime Minister Leo
Varadkhar says big gaps
remain between Britain
and the European Union
as they try to secure a
Brexit deal.

As chances of a
breakthrough before
next week’s crucial EU
summit recede, Varad-
khar says fundamen-
tal objectives haven’t
changed and that Ire-
land can’t accept a deal
at any cost.

Varadkhar, in an inter-
view with Irish broad-
caster RTE, said Tuesday
night that the U.K. is
repudiating “the deal that
we negotiated in good
faith with Prime Minister
(Theresa) May’s govern-
ment over two years and
sort of put half of that
now back on the table and
are saying, ‘That’s a con-
cession.’ And, of course, it
isn’t really.”

The comments con-
tradict British Prime
Minister Boris John-
son’s office, which said
EU intransigence had
led to a breakdown in
negotiations.
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