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One of North Platte’s first park proj-
ects to be financed by the late John
Newburn’s bequest 30 years ago will
be updated with the help of the same
source.

City Council members Tuesday
agreed to spend up to $185,000 in
Newburn Fund interest to replace
the StoryLand playground equipment
on the east side of Cody Park by next
summer.

$2.00
A chance of rain today, then clear
with a chance for frost at night. Find
our full forecast on page A8.
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Scott Frost says
‘double wing’ wrinkle
shown vs. Ohio State
could be here to stay.
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n BEEF COUNTRY In one of the country’s least populated counties,
life revolves around school and the cattle. CONNECT, PAGE C1
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Janet Evans takes in “The Sunflower Quilting Bee at Arles,” a work
by artist Faith Ringgold, on Tuesday night at the Prairie Arts Center.
The work is one of 14 in the 33rd Sheldon Statewide Exhibition. The
Prairie Art Center held an opening reception for the exhibit Tuesday,
and it will be housed in North Platte through Oct. 29.

Sheldon opens at the PAC

All over the world, people restoring
forests for the sake of climate, habitats

MADRE DE DIOS, Peru (AP) — Destruction
of the forests can be swift. Regrowth is much,
much slower.

But around the world, people are putting
shovels to ground to help it happen.

In a corner of the Peruvian Amazon, where
illegal gold mining has scarred forests and
poisoned ground, scientists work to change
wasteland back to wilderness. More than
3,000 miles to the north, on former coal min-
ing land across Appalachia, workers rip out
old trees that never put down deep roots and
make the soil more suitable to regrow native
tree species.

In Brazil, a nursery owner grows different
kinds of seedlings to help reconnect forests
along the country’s Atlantic coast, benefiting
endangered species like the golden lion tama-
rin.

They labor amid spectacular recent loss-
es — the Amazon jungle and the Congo basin
ablaze, smoke from Indonesian rainforests
wafting over Malaysia and Singapore, fires

set mostly to make way for cattle pastures and
farm fields. Between 2014 and 2018, a new re-
port says, an area the size of the United King-
dom was stripped of forest each year.

Rebuilding woodland is slow and often dif-
ficult work. And it requires patience: It can
take several decades or longer for forests to
regrow as viable habitats, and to absorb the
same amount of carbon lost when trees are
cut and burned. “Planting a tree is only one
step in the process,” says Christopher Barton,
a professor of forest hydrology at the Appala-
chian Center of the University of Kentucky.

And yet, there is urgency to that work —
forests are one of the planet’s first lines of
defense against climate change, absorbing as
much as a quarter of man-made carbon emis-
sions each year.

Through photosynthesis, trees and other
plants use carbon dioxide, water and sun-
light to produce chemical energy to fuel their

Please see FORESTS, Page A2

1st Chief
proposal
receives
go-ahead

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

The first and perhaps easiest stage
of Chief Development Inc.’s multimil-
lion-dollar vision for the Interstate 80
corridor won final North Platte City
Council approval Tuesday night.

Council members voted 6-1 to adopt
a redevelopment plan for the first

City set to
upgrade
Cody Park
playground
1st project to receive
Newburn Funds will
see more for upgrades

Please see PARK, Page A2

Grand Island company
to develop plot in Twin
Rivers Business Park

Please see CHIEF, Page A2

Photo courtesy of the Lincoln County Historical Museum

This 1954 photograph was discovered among the hundreds of thousands
of photos donated to the Lincoln County Museum by Don Milroy, former
owner of Brown-Harano Photography Studio in North Platte.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Summer fades away, but the
lights are still on at the Lincoln
County Historical Museum as
its photo project begins anew
next week.

Actually, work on the project
has continued throughout the
summer with volunteers going
through 130 boxes and 69,000 en-
velopes of photos donated to the
museum.

Don Milroy closed his
Brown-Harano Photography
Studio last year and decided to
give the photos to the museum
as a fundraising effort and to
preserve history.

Volunteers Arlene Cross,
Deanna Helberg, Mary Dy-
mond, Don Lucas, Mike Douty,
Don Kilgore, Kathy Wenz, Bill
McGahan and Rosy McFarland
have worked tirelessly over the
summer to sort through and cat-

Historical Museum renews efforts on photo project

Please see TIME, Page A2

Taking steps back in time

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Lincoln County Museum Director Jim Griffin, left, and Bill McGahan look through the 130 boxes and 69,000
envelopes of photos that were donated to the museum by Don Milroy, former owner of Brown-Harano Photogra-
phy Studio in North Platte. The project will reopen on the museum website at lincolncountymuseum.org, where
folks can look for family names of photographs that have been documented.
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