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NSP: Teen
arrested for
school social
media scare
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Jim McMurtry and his grandson, Rocco, check out the inside of a 1943 Willys MB Army jeep at the
American Legion/VFW on East Fourth Street in North Platte on Wednesday.

100 years later, Army convoy retraces path, stops in NP

Rolling into town
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

In the first summer after
World War I, North Platte
truly began to experience

the transportation revolution
that shaped a century.

Its leading edge was a convoy
of 72 U.S. Army trucks, bearing
250 weary men and 40 officers,
that straggled into North Platte
about 5 p.m. on Aug. 3, 1919.

Their “Motor Transport
Train” — now being re-enacted
by a centennial convoy that
arrived in North Platte Wednes-
day — had fallen behind sched-
ule as its vehicles repeatedly
sank in mud or quicksand on the
still-primitive Lincoln Highway.

That would stick with expe-
dition member Lt. Col. Dwight

NPCC unveils learning commons
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People gather before Wednesday’s ribbon-cutting for
the North Platte Community College’s learning com-
mons.

MPCC board
to host public
hearing, vote
on budget
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

During Wednesday’s regular meeting, the Mid-
Plains Community College Board of Governors
voted to publish the 2019-20 proposed budget for a
public hearing and final vote on Sept. 18.

The proposed operating budget of disburse-
ments and transfers is $43.49 million, which is a

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The newly remodeled
Learning Commons area
at the North Platte Com-
munity College South
Campus was officially
unveiled Wednesday af-
ternoon.

Mid-Plains Commu-
nity College President

Ryan Purdy, along with
members of the Board of
Governors and adminis-
trative staff at the college,
cut the ribbon to signify
the completion of the proj-
ect.

“We had a short win-
dow and tore into it as
soon as we could in the
spring semester to have it

ready to go for students,”
Purdy said.

Bobbi Muehlenkamp,
area director of Learn-
ing Commons, shared
the vision behind the
project.

“What you’re look-
ing at here is the result
of about four years of
work,” Muehlenkamp
said. “It started out with
some research. We vis-
ited some other schools
that had learning com-
mons.”

Most were community
colleges, Muehlenkamp
said, as well as the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Ke-
arney.

“We have private test-
ing rooms,” Muehlen-
kamp said. “We have two
study rooms, which is
what we saw in a lot of the
learning commons that
we toured.”

Purdy said the Com-
mons is the Academic
Support Services central
location for students.

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

CURTIS — A 14-year-old girl has been arrested in
connection with a threatening social media post to-
ward Medicine Valley School on Tuesday morning.

The juvenile was cited on suspicion of mak-
ing a terroristic threat, according to a press re-
lease from the Nebraska State Patrol.

The threat resulted in a “lockout” Tuesday at
Medicine Valley High School and all other Cur-
tis-area schools. In a Snapchat message, an indi-
vidual claimed to be a 25-year-old man and threat-
ened to kill two high school students, shoot up the
school and kill the principal and a teacher.

The Frontier County Sheriff’s Office was assisted
by the Nebraska State Patrol, Nebraska Information
Analysis Center, the North Platte and McCook police
departments, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office and
the FBI in the investigation and subsequent arrest.

The investigation found no other person was
involved in the threats, according to a Nebraska
State Patrol media release. A probation assessment
determined the juvenile could remain at home af-
ter her arrest.

The media release stated there was no safe-
ty concern at the school, but the Medicine Val-
ley High School posted on Facebook Wednesday
morning that the school buildings would remain
in a “lock-in” condition throughout the day. School
personnel were located at the main entrance at
both the elementary and junior and high school
buildings before school started, and there was ex-
pected to be a law enforcement presence on cam-
pus and in facilities throughout the day.

The district also gave parents the option of al-
lowing students to remain at home for the day.

Please see ARMY, Page A2
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A transport truck leads a convoy of military vehicles dating from
World War I to the present down East Fourth Street in North Platte
on Wednesday. The convoy which began in Washington, D.C., is
following the path along the Lincoln Highway that a military convoy
used in 1919. The convoy is expected to reach San Francisco on
Sept. 15.

4 years of work, including
trips to other schools, pay off

Please see BUDGET, Page A2

http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=e7f372ba-7b19-51ab-93ed-5752dcb6c99a
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=e7f372ba-7b19-51ab-93ed-5752dcb6c99a
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=e7f372ba-7b19-51ab-93ed-5752dcb6c99a
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=e7f372ba-7b19-51ab-93ed-5752dcb6c99a

