
Maxwell/St. Pat’s
baseball opens
inaugural season at
home against Central
City/Fullerton/Centura.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

OPENING
DAY

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021WWW.NPTELEGRAPH.COM

■ SOLD OUT Didn’t get a ticket for Women of Achievement? Watch
the event’s livestream at 11 a.m. on facebook.com/nptelegraph.

$2.00
Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 56 LOW: 25 THANK YOU FOR READING

TODAY’S TELEGRAPH.Pick5: 2-8-22-24-34
2-by-2: R 3-23, W 1-22
Powerball:
Next drawing Wednesday

LOTTERY▼Business.............A6
Comics ...............B3
Classifieds...... B4-6

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5

INSIDE▼

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

Public fills Commissoners Room at Monday meeting

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

The Commissioners Room at the Lincoln County Courthouse is
filled Monday with people supporting two resolutions the board dis-
cussed and approved. The first supports the Second Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution and the other opposes President Joe
Biden’s “30 by 30” land and water conservation plan in executive
order No. 14008. After the board voted 5-0 in support of both reso-
lutions, the audience applauded.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Commissioners
Room at the Lincoln County
Courthouse filled nearly to ca-
pacity as constituents came to
support action by the County
Board on two resolutions.

The first was a resolution
designating Lincoln County
as a “Second Amendment
sanctuary,” also known as a
gun sanctuary. The second
was a resolution opposing
President Joe Biden’s execu-
tive order No. 14008, section
216, that directs federal offi-
cials to develop a program to
conserve at least 30% of the

lands and waters in the United
States by 2030.

Board Chairman Kent
Weems said after the meeting
that the commissioners have
heard from numerous constit-
uents concerned about a trend
of the executive branch in
Washington, D.C., seeking to
usurp constitutional restric-
tions on power.

“I’m not the Lone Ranger
in this regard,” Weems said.
“The one that threw a red flag
for me was the proposal to
study basically stacking the
Supreme Court.”

Weems said the role of the
judiciary to set limits on the
other two branches of gov-

ernment was set in the 1803
Supreme Court case Marbury
v. Madison.

“Although it was not initial-
ly the intent, but it evolved (for
the judiciary) to basically tell
(Congress and the executive
branch) when they were out
of bounds and they’ve violat-
ed our constitutional rights,”
Weems said, “from that day
on, the Supreme Court’s been
the key element to preserve
our rights, no matter what
they are.”

Weems said Sheriff Jerome
Kramer agreed with the board
that “no infringement on the
Second Amendment is OK in
his world.”

Deputy County Attorney
Tyler Volkmer worked with
Kramer to make sure every-
body was on the same page

Linemen for
the NPPD
share their
experiences

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Shortly after Alec Smallcomb started with
the Nebraska Public Power District, he had to
climb to the top of a roughly 150-foot transmis-
sion tower.

“I had never climbed that high before,” the
24-year-old Gibbon native said last week. “I
wasn’t scared so much as it got your adrena-
line going. You know what the danger is and
just have to respect it.”

The risk of being a high-voltage transmis-
sion lineman is worth it to Smallcomb when

Nebraska has
administered
1 millionth
vaccine dose
By MARTHA STODDARD and JULIE ANDERSON
Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — Nebraska posted a signifi-
cant milestone last week in the battle against
COVID-19, injecting its 1 millionth dose of vac-
cine.

By Sunday, the total number of shots ad-
ministered stood at 1.1 million, after health
officials gave 140,000 doses last week alone, ac-
cording to federal Centers for Disease Control

Three generations of family assist in cell installation

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Travis Bush, green shirt, and his dad, Dennis Bush, of Pauly Jail Building Co., help settle the
top cell on the lower one before moving them into place.

Block by block
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The installation of jail
cells at the Lincoln County
Detention Center on Monday
morning featured three gen-
erations from the same family.

Travis Bush, field super-
intendent with the Pauly
Jail Building Co. out of
Noblesville, Indiana; his fa-
ther, Dennis Bush; and Travis’

son Tristan Bush worked to-
gether on the project.

“Basically I’m semi-re-
tired,” Dennis said. “They just
pulled me out of retirement to
help them this week.”

Project supervisor Nic

Nicolay said the process of
unloading nine truckloads of
cells would go quickly because
of the expertise of the Bushes
and Kyle Troyer of Troyer
Enterprises, who operated the
large crane.

“We will be parking out on
the street and lifting the jail
cells off the trucks and plac-
ing them (on a concrete pad),”
Nicolay said. “They will place

For video of the cells be-
ing installed at the Lincoln
County Detention Center,
visit nptelegraph.com.

Board resolutions support 2nd
Amendment, oppose Biden order
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