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n KEEPING IT LOCAL   
Shoppers, businesses  
celebrate Shop Small Saturday. 
FOCUS, PAGE C1

Mostly sunny and mild today, then 
mainly clear in the evening. Find our 
full five-day forecast on page B4.
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Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.

D I G I TA L BA N K I N G W I T H LO CA L H E A RT.

Pause your debit card with Card Control on our mobile banking app.
Get started at NebraskaLandBank.com.

Peter Dejong / The Associated Press

Exterior view of the hotel in Badhoevedorp near Schiphol 
Airport, Netherlands, where Dutch authorities have isolated 61 
people who tested positive for COVID-19 on two arriving flights 
originating from South Africa.

More of plan 
comes into 
view as beef 
plant advances

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Tuesday night at North Platte City Hall provid-
ed long-anticipated answers to technical questions 
about how Sustainable Beef LLC intends to turn an 
old city sewer lagoon into a modern meatpacking 
plant.

Near-unanimous support during a 2½-hour public 
hearing was followed by a 9-0 Planning Commission 
vote in favor of selling the lagoon on Golden Road 
near Newberry Access and providing $21.5 million in 
tax increment financing for site preparation costs.

That sent Sustainable Beef’s redevelopment plan 
back to the Community Redevelopment Authority, 
which will meet at 1 p.m. Monday to set up a Dec. 7 
City Council public hearing and decisive vote.

The five CRA members will vote on a resolution on 
whether to recommend the sale-and-TIF plan, which 
it first reviewed Nov. 2.

Monday’s CRA meeting in the City Hall council 
chamber, 211 W. Third St., will be livestreamed on the 

Groene applauds plan, 
says he’s working to 
get $75M in American 
Rescue Plan funding
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Lincoln County’s state senator says he’s working 
with Gov. Pete Ricketts and legislative leaders to di-
rect something like $75 million of Nebraska’s federal 
COVID-19 aid to the Sustainable Beef LLC meatpack-
ing project.

If he’s successful, North Platte state Sen. Mike 
Groene said, that would come from American Rescue 
Plan funds under the governor’s control rather than 
shares sent separately to cities, villages, counties 
and schools.

TIF, land sale proposal to go 
before CRA Monday, setting  
up Dec. 7 City Council hearing

Please see BEEF, Page A2

Please see GROENE, Page A2

Walking in a ...
Above: The familiar blue 
lights brighten up the arch-
way that leads to the Cody 
Park Concession stand. A big 
crowd of children and adults 
came out for some hot choc-
olate, s’mores roasted over 
several fire pits and free rides 
at the Winter Wonderland and 
Santa’s Workshop lighting cer-
emony. The Flatrock Irregulars 
provided Christmas music at 
the concession stand.  At left: 
Santa greets kids as they vis-
it him at Santa’s Workshop 
in Cody Park. The Christmas 
Village originated at Memorial 
Park in 1947 with five houses 
and has grown to 15 hous-
es this year. The display was 
moved to Cody Park in 2003.

Photos by Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Lights come on at Cody Park’s Winter Wonderland

COVID-19 variant spreads to Germany, 
Italy, Belgium, Israel, as world on alert
By PAN PYLAS
The Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The new, 
potentially more contagious, 
omicron variant of the coronavi-
rus popped up in more European 
countries on Saturday, just days 
after being identified in South 
Africa, leaving governments 
around the world scrambling to 
stop the spread.

The U.K. on Saturday tight-
ened its rules on mask-wearing 
and on testing of international 
arrivals after finding two cas-
es. New cases were confirmed 
Saturday in Germany and Italy, 
with Belgium, Israel and Hong 
Kong also reporting that the 

variant has been found in trav-
elers.

Because of fears that the new 
variant has the potential to be 
more resistant to the protection 
offered by vaccines, there are 
growing concerns around the 
world that the pandemic and as-
sociated lockdown restrictions 
will persist for far longer than 
hoped.

Nearly two years since the 
start of the pandemic that has 
claimed more than 5 million 
lives around the world, countries 
are on high alert. Many have 
already imposed travel restric-
tions on flights from southern 
Africa as they seek to buy time 

to assess whether the omicron 
variant is more transmissible 
than the current dominant del-
ta variant.

In Britain, Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said it was nec-
essary to take “targeted and 
precautionary measures” after 
two people tested positive for the 
new variant in England.

“Right now this is the respon-
sible course of action to slow 
down the seeding and the spread 
of this new variant and to max-
imize our defenses,” he told a 
news conference.

Among the measures an-
nounced, Johnson said anyone 

Please see ALERT, Page A2
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