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n ROBY MAKES IT OFFICIAL
Husker forward opts for NBA
Draft, will not return to NU.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

Chris Machian / BH News Service

Zach Gale places a sandbag on top of a levee Tuesday as rising
waters from the Platte River threaten Hansons Lake in Bellevue.

By NANCY GAARDER, JEFFREY
ROBB and ERIN DUFFY
BH News Service

OMAHA — Two and a half
months after historic flooding,
rising rivers on Tuesday were
again closing roads and threat-
ening homes and businesses in
eastern Nebraska and western
Iowa.

Along the Missouri River, ru-
ral and riverside residents in
Mills County, Iowa, were pre-
paring to evacuate. Along the
Platte in Nebraska, residents
around Hanson Lakes, south
of Bellevue, were sandbagging
a levee that was already being
overtopped by the river.

Major routes have again be-
gun closing or restricting trav-
el, including Interstate 29 in
Missouri and two key Missouri
River crossings between Ne-
braska and Iowa. (U.S. 34 south
of Offutt Air Force Base closed
Tuesday evening and Highway
2 at Nebraska City closed Satur-
day. A third is at risk of closing,
Interstate 680.) A detour also is
in place off I-29 between 25th
Street and 16th Street in Coun-
cil Bluffs.

At 11 a.m. Wednesday, Iowa
transportation officials closed
I-29 in both directions from U.S.
Highway 34 to the Missouri bor-
der. The current detour is U.S.

71 from Missouri to I-80 in Iowa.
In the Omaha metro area,

many residents spent Tuesday
shoveling hail off their drive-
ways, picking up branches and
inspecting their bedraggled,
pockmarked landscape in the
wake of an early morning hail-
storm and torrential rains.

The only good news is that the
worst of the severe weather is
over for now in the metro area.
The sun should peek out again
Wednesday, and the region
should catch a few days’ break
in the weather before storm
chances return this weekend.

Over the last week, rainfall
totals in the region have been
running at 400% to 600% above
normal, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service. The

Missouri, Platte rivers rising, threatening homes, highways
Portions of I-29, US 34, Neb. Highway 2
closed as rain continued into Wednesday
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Great Plains Health goes into action when-
ever there is a threat of severe weather. The
action plan is already in place and the lead-
ership and staff know their responsibilities as
they are prepared to ensure the safety of their
patients and staff in all situations.

Officials:
Hospital
prepared
for disasters

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Plannning ahead of time is standard pro-
cedure at Great Plains Health and if severe
weather strikes either the hospital itself or
surrounding communities, the staff is ready
for any scenario, officials said.

Tamara J. Martin-Linnard, chief clinical
officer, was the administrator on call during
the tornado warnings that came with the
storms in mid-May.

“We have specific policies at the hospital
that cover fire, inclement weather, tornadoes,
snow,” Martin-Linnard said. “Then also mass
disasters community-wise and how the hospi-
tal would be involved in that.”

The approach at GPH is to look at each di-
saster differently.

“You would do something different for a
tornado than you would for a fire, than you
would for an active shooter, than you would
for snow or inclement weather,” Martin-Lin-
nard said. “I was administrator on call
during the last tornado warning and our pro-
cess is very, very succinct and planned.”

The first step, she said, is making sure the
hospital knows how many people are in the
building.

“I have to know what my census is, what
type of census I have,” Martin-Linnard said.
“Do I have babies in the NICU, do I have
trauma going on in the emergency room, are
there surgeries being performed?”

Matt Odle, emergency management coordi-
nator, said communications would be an im-
portant part of the procedure.

“One of (the officials involved) is going to

From monitoring weather
warnings to procedures for
power, GPH says it’s ready
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Cora Johnson, 15 months, plays the piano with the help of her mom, Audri Johnson, on Wednesday at
the North Platte Area Children’s Museum. The museum is hosting a 20th anniversary party at Cody Park
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday.

North Platte Children’s Museum celebrating
20 years with party at Cody Park

Two decades of learning
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

It will be a party on Saturday
as the North Platte Area Chil-
dren’s Museum celebrates its
20th year at Cody Park at the Pa-
vilion from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The popular facility has been a
mainstay for children, providing
a safe place where the youngsters
can explore various aspects of life.

“The Children’s Museum
opened in 1999,” said Director
Britni Bandy. “We try to up-
date our exhibits every couple
of years and we are available
for birthday parties and other
events, so we try to open our-
selves up to the community.”

The celebration will include
bounce houses, carnival rides,
a petting zoo, hula hoop with

the Hula Lady, Miss Nebraska
and Miss Nebraska Outstanding
Teen contestants as well as priz-
es and ice cream.

Bandy said the museum is
quite busy during the summer
months, but in the winter it is
mostly busy on weekends.

“On the weekends, we are pret-
ty busy and we see about 150 kids
on Saturdays during the winter,”
Bandy said. “Earlier this month
we had field trips of kids coming
in from school and we saw up to
300 kids.”

She said the museum hosts
Kids Klub every Tuesday during
the summer.

There are also a variety of ex-
hibits at the museum.

“We have the farm exhibit and
the Market World,” Bandy said.
“We have Transportation World

in the back with the slide and the
trains and the carts. Then there
is the Interactive World, which
is a projector on the floor and it
will change automatically on its
own.”

The most popular exhibit, Ban-
dy said, is the Pizza World where
the kids get to make their own
(not real) pizza.

“We have our Pirate Ship
World,” Bandy said. “The Med-
ical World is downstairs and
is sponsored by Great Plains
Health.”

The museum is funded pri-
marily through sponsorships.

“We go out at the beginning of
each year to recruit sponsors,”
Bandy said. “We use that money
to update our exhibits and we
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