
Foster asks questions about the story her students read the day be-
fore. With scheduling of reading classes consistent across the district,
Foster said, there is more collaboration among teachers, which makes
it easier to bounce ideas off each other.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

With Nebraska’s odd-numbered “off-year”
for elections nearly over, the first deadlines
for Nebraskans interested in entering local,
state or federal races in 2020 are just around
the corner.

Candidates for federal or state offices or
multicounty boards can file their entry pa-
pers starting Dec. 2, Nebraska Secretary of
State Bob Evnen has announced.

Current local, multicounty, state or federal
officeholders have until Feb. 18 to file for the
May 12 primary election, even if they’re run-
ning for a different office. All other potential
candidates have until March 2 to file.

Potential candidates should consult the
Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure
Commission website, nadc.nebraska.gov, or
call 402-471-2522 to learn about campaign
forms to file and disclosure and financial ac-
countability rules that apply to them.

Lincoln County’s primary and Nov. 3 gen-
eral election ballots will be topped by the
national race for president and contests in
both houses of Congress.

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

SUTHERLAND — The village of Suther-
land faces a turnover with its staff with the
recent departures of two officials.

Jason Lashley, who was the village utili-
ties superintendent, left for an employment
opportunity, while Madeline Lamm, Suther-
land’s clerk/treasurer, also stepped down.

The Village Board of Trustees accepted
both resignations Oct. 30. Both Lashley and
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Eagle Scout’s project spruces up veterans memorial
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Carsten Brady’s Eagle Scout
project helped the 20th Century
Veterans Memorial.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Veterans Day observances
take place Monday across the
United States, and Carsten E.
Brady’s Eagle Scout project di-
rectly affects the 20th Century
Veterans Memorial in North
Platte.

Brady will receive the rank
of Eagle Scout during an Eagle
Scout Court of Honor at 1 p.m.
Sunday at First United Method-
ist Church, 1600 West E St. Boy
Scout Troop 293 is chartered by
First United Methodist Church.

This summer, Brady dis-
cussed some ideas for his
project with Kevin Kennedy,
president of the 20th Century
Veterans Memorial. From that
conversation and his own obser-
vations, Brady came up with his
idea.

“My dad is a veteran, so I’ve
always kind of had a patrio-
tism toward veterans, as well
as myself wanting to go into the
service,” said Brady, the son
of Clint and Cynthia Brady. “I
kind of wanted to do something
veterans related, so I went out
and just visited the memorial
and looked around.”

He noticed there were some
things that could use some
work, like a new donations box.
After speaking with Kennedy,
Brady also decided to design a
permanent box for the secure,
on-site storage of additional U.S.
and military service branch
flags. He installed the boxes in
midsummer.

“The donation box and sign
were welded by one of my
friends, Colton Ogden, who’s an
Eagle Scout, with Troyer Enter-
prises,” Brady said. “And then

the box that holds the flag was
donated by Dave Harrold with
the Do-It Center. Dave was kind
of my mentor on the whole proj-
ect.”

Brady has been involved with
Scouting since the first grade.

“I have been in Scouts for a
very long time,” Brady said.
“It’s been a pretty big part of my
life.”

During that time he earned
several belt loops/pins, arrow
points, all 20 Webelos activity
badges and Cub Scouting’s high-
est award, the Arrow of Light.

In 2013, Brady joined Troop
293 and has served as patrol
leader, librarian, historian, as-
sistant patrol leader and senior
patrol leader.

Brady said he has learned a
lot from his Scouting experienc-
es.

“Definitely character and ma-

turing and learning respect has
been some major kinds of things
I’ve been taught,” Brady said.

After high school, Brady, a
senior at North Platte High
School, plans to enlist in the
Army.

“I’ve always kind of felt an
urge to serve and give back to
everyone,” Brady said. “One of
the best ways to do something,
I think, is to serve in the mili-
tary. Serving is a way of giving
to everyone.”

He said he would like to join
an airborne unit.

“I would like to have the
military occupation specialty
of cavalry scout,” Brady said.
“The job entails working with
numerous vehicles such as the
Stryker, the Humvee, the Brad-
ley tank, and being the eyes
and ears of the United States
Army.”

Sutherland
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Making it consistent

NPPS coordinates curriculum across district

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The North Platte Public
Schools have taken steps to
provide consistency in elemen-
tary school teaching practices
throughout the district, district
officials say.

Trent Benjamin, director of
elementary teaching and learn-
ing for the district, said the ob-
jective is to create equal oppor-
tunity for students to gain an
education. The Nebraska Read-
ing Improvement Act (LB 1081)
went into effect in May 2018 and
schools were mandated to im-
prove reading skills.
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Tara Foster, a fourth grade teacher at Lake Elementary, answers questions from Jasiah Hicks, left, and
Jaylen Cummings about a story her class is reading. All fourth grade classes in the district are reading the
same book at the same time, which Foster says improves consistency in teaching practices and collabo-
ration among teachers.
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