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An Omaha resident physician
accused of fatally shooting her hus-
band during an argument along
Interstate 80 has been charged
with second-degree murder in his
death.

Kathleen E. Jourdan, 31, ap-
peared Thursday in Dawson
County Court, where a judge or-
dered that she be held in the
county jail without bail. She also
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A multivehicle wreck about one mile east of the Maxwell Interstate 80 interchange
stopped westbound traffic for about two hours Thursday morning. Adding to the
traffic problem, westbound traffic could not be diverted off I-80 because State
Highway 30 is closed between Brady and Maxwell for construction.

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

The proposed R-Project transmission line would run over two Lincoln County sets of historic “swale” ruts
carved by thousands of pioneer wagons in the mid-1800s. This July 2018 photo shows one such swale on the
Mormon Trail on Prairie Trace Road, about five miles north of Sutherland. A U.S. National Park Service mark-
er notes the swale, which starts with a small rise in the center background and dips down into the hill. A federal
judge’s Wednesday ruling delaying the R-Project cited the need for further study of the route’s potential impacts
on Oregon-California Trail swale ruts on O’Fallon’s Bluff, between Sutherland and the line’s planned starting point
at Gerald Gentleman Station.

Plan to push forward
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NPPD says R-Project route won’t change after judge vacates
permit pending further investigation of impact to historical sites

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Nebraska Public Power District
remains committed to building its
R-Project transmission line where
it’s planned to go, the utility’s top
executive said Thursday after a
Colorado federal judge imposed a
legal roadblock.

That includes building the
345-kilovolt line straight north
from Gerald Gentleman Station
and over historic Oregon Trail
“swale” ruts — a major factor in

the judge’s ruling.
“Nothing’s changed from a fac-

tual basis to change our decision
at this point” on where the line
should run, NPPD CEO Tom Kent
said in a conference call with re-
porters.

“From what we’ve seen, we’re
in the best place from a utilities
standpoint,” he added.

U.S. District Judge William
Martinez Wednesday vacated a
June 2019 U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service environmental permit for

the R-Project, listing questions
over its impact on O’Fallon’s Bluff
near Sutherland as his first rea-
son.

He said the agency also failed to
examine possible environmental
and historic preservation impacts
of an Antelope County wind farm
now being built that plans to tie
into the 225-mile line.

Martinez’s 116-page ruling hand-
ed a victory to four entities that
sued last July over the agency’s de-

Please see R-PROJECT, Page A2

GI teen’s
legal team
asks judge
to suppress
statements
By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Attorneys for one of the two
Grand Island teenagers charged
in the shooting death of a North
Platte man in 2018 seek to sup-
press statements their client made
in a police interview on the day of
his arrest.

Jesus A. Martinez, 18, is charged
along with Brayden M. Turner, 17,
with first-degree felony murder
and using of a firearm to perpe-
trate a felony in the death of Ethan

Please see ARREST, Page A2

Please see TEEN, Page A2

Thursday wreck backs up I-80 traffic

Ricketts: Counties shouldn’t
require masks at courthouses

By PAUL HAMMEL
The Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — At his regular coro-
navirus press conferences, Gov.
Pete Ricketts makes a point of urg-
ing Nebraskans to wear a mask
when they go to a store.

But when it comes to the state’s
93 courthouses and other county
offices, he doesn’t want local offi-
cials to require masks. In fact, he’s
told counties that they won’t receive
any of the $100 million in federal
COVID-19 money if their “custom-
ers” are required to wear masks.

“The governor encourages people

to wear a mask,” according to his
spokesman Taylor Gage, “but does
not believe that failure to wear a
mask should be the basis for deny-
ing taxpayers’ services.”

The no-mask mandate has been
poorly received in some corners
of the state, with officials criticiz-
ing the loss of local control. It also
runs counter to the advice of public
health officials, who have stressed
the importance of wearing masks.

In Lincoln, the state’s second-larg-
est city, officials were preparing to
require all visitors to wear masks
when entering the City-County
Building. But the draft rules were
promptly dropped when officials
were informed that Lancaster
County wouldn’t receive CARES

Governor says he could
withhold federal funding

Please see MASKS, Page A2
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