n DRUGS, PIPE BOMB SEIZED A Logan County couple was
arrested Monday after a pursuit and search. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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Jeffers to
get 2023
facelift
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Platte River Mall area rebranded as District 177

Public has chance to
comment on NDOT plan
through end of month
By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A pair of road and utility improvement
projects for southbound U.S. Highway
83/Jeffers Street in North Platte are
not scheduled to begin for roughly 18
months.
But members of the public had an opportunity Tuesday afternoon to have
questions answered about the proposed
work.
The
Nebraska
Department
of
Transportation held a two-hour open
house at the Ramada by Wyndham
Sandhills Convention Center.
Please see JEFFERS, Page A2
Photo courtesy of Eleanor Creative

Rural districts
focus in 1st of
redistricting
hearings

Promotional material from Eleanor Creative, a design firm based in Lincoln, shows proposed banners
for the newly rebranded District 177, the former Platte River Mall, redevelopment.

A fresh new name
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Whitman rancher:
‘Preserving the rural
voice ... helps all’
By MARTHA STODDARD
Omaha World-Herald

GRAND ISLAND — Pleas to protect
Nebraska’s rural legislative districts
dominated Tuesday at the first of three
public hearings on proposals for redrawing political boundaries.
The
Legislature’s
Redistricting
Committee held the hearing at Central
Community College, in the eastern
third of the sprawling 3rd Congressional
District.
Additional hearings are set for
Wednesday and Thursday in the
other two congressional districts,
where changes to the boundaries be-

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

North Platte Area Chamber & Development Corp. executives Cassie
Condon and Gary Person thank community members Tuesday morning for supporting the $75 million transformation of North Platte’s
49-year-old mall. A formal groundbreaking ceremony introduced the
new District 177 name for the shopping center, which replaces the
16-year-old Platte River Mall name still visible on the longtime main
entrance. It was simply called The Mall for the first 33 years after its
opening on April 12, 1972.

Call it a groundbreaking
for the second act for North
Platte’s 1972 mall.
The nearly 100 people at
Tuesday morning’s formal
shovel-turning
could
look
anywhere and see plenty of
ground already broken in
the first three months of Rev
Development LLC’s $75 million
transformation project.
But the familiar scene of
VIPs wearing hard hats and
bearing shovels also served
to unveil a page-turning new
name — District 177 — for the
shopping center known as
simply The Mall for its first
one-third of a century.
The name links the number of North Platte’s main
Interstate 80 exit to the onetime regional hub’s new
identity and purpose, speakers said on a stage just north
of where the mall celebrated
Please see NAME, Page A2

Please see DISTRICTS, Page A2

Voter ID has been a slam dunk for
Republicans, but not in Nebraska
By GRANT SCHULTE
The Associated Press

Brian Stransky, of unincorporated Sarpy County, listens as
Citizens for Voter ID campaign official Nancy McCabe reads to
him from a voter ID ballot petition Sept. 2 at a local Republican
Party meeting in Papillion.

SHARE YOUR STORIES:
HIGH: 83 LOW: 60

Breezy today, then clear and
breezy in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.

ly 125,000 signatures needed to
put the issue on the 2022 general
election ballot, and even opponents acknowledge the measure
probably will pass.
The effort is the latest reflection of a polarized political
climate that no longer tolerates
much variation from the prevailing partisan agenda, regardless
of local tradition or circumstances. Although Nebraska’s unique
nonpartisan, one-chamber legislative system is unlikely to
change because it’s part of the
state constitution, politicians
are increasingly willing to work
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Grant Schulte / The Associated Press

OMAHA (AP) — State Sen.
Mike Groene was frustrated but
not terribly surprised last year
when Nebraska’s Legislature rejected, for the seventh time, a
measure that would have forced
voters to show a government-issued identification at the polls.
The issue is a slam dunk in
most conservative states, where
Republican
majorities
simply brush aside Democratic
objections to pass more restrictive voting laws. But not
in Nebraska, a GOP stronghold whose quirky, nonpartisan

Legislature enables more liberal lawmakers to derail bills that
are widely supported in a state
where Republicans hold every
statewide and federal office.
“It’s the way the system is set
up,” said Groene, a conservative
Republican who supports a voter
ID law. “It isn’t designed to address major issues that most of
the state wants.”
Now, a campaign bankrolled by the conservative
governor’s mother is aiming to
end Nebraska’s distinction as
the only GOP state without a voter ID law. The group Citizens for
Voter ID is gathering the rough-

Thank you for reading
today’s Telegraph.
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