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Mostly sunny today, then partly
cloudy in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 70 LOW: 30 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 10-16-20-28-38
2-by-2: R 3-12, W 4-12
Powerball:
Next drawing Saturday

LOTTERYtEntertainment.....A7
Weather ..............A8
Comics ...............B4
Classifieds...... B5-6

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5
Business.............A6

INSIDEt

Auburn eliminates
Cozad from the Class
C state playoffs again.
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n PINK OUT The Telegraph has gone pink today for Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and National Mammography Day.

Union Pacific reports declining profit, revenue

OMAHA (AP) — The slow-
ing economy and ongoing trade
disputes are dragging railroad
profits down in the second half
of the year.

Two railroads, Union Pacif-
ic and CSX, have reported de-
clining profit and revenue this
week as they hauled less grain,

imported goods and other prod-
ucts.

Union Pacific’s freight vol-
ume slid 8% in the quarter.

Kansas City Southern reports
quarterly results Friday and
Norfolk Southern reports next
week.

“It feels to me like the indus-

trial economy is weakening.
I don’t think it’s negative just
yet,” Union Pacific CEO Lance
Fritz said.

That weakening is playing
out across the industry with
deteriorating shipping volumes
implying a pullback by U.S.
companies.

The Association of Ameri-
can Railroads reported this
Wednesday that in the first
41 weeks of this year, overall
freight volume has declined 4%.

North American rail volume
last week that includes 12 U.S.,
Canadian and Mexican rail-
roads fell 7.6%.

In its most recent quarter,
Union Pacific earned $1.56 bil-
lion net income, or $2.22 per
share. That’s 7 cents short of
what industry analysts had ex-
pected, according to a survey
by Zacks Investment Research.
Profit fell 2% compared with
the same period last year.

Edward Jones analyst Jeff

Windau said the economy and
railroad profits should improve
if the trade dispute with China
is resolved sometime in the next
year or two, but there are no de-
finitive signs the two sides are
moving closer to an agreement
now.

China appealed to Washington
for a quick end to their trade war
but gave no indication Thursday
what additional steps Beijing
might want before carrying out
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Pickup rolls over after collision at Leota and Jeffers

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A 39-year-old man sustained minor inju-
ries early Thursday in a collision at the inter-
section of Leota and Jeffers Streets in North
Platte.

Nebraska State Patrol Trooper J.J. Connelly
said an eastbound Ford Mustang went through
the intersection and hit a 2008 Chevrolet pick-
up, which rolled over.

The call came at 6:58 a.m.
Connelly said the pickup driver was taken to

Great Plains Health, but a passenger in the ve-
hicle was not injured.

The 20-year-old driver of the Mustang also
was not injured. Connelly said any citation for
the man was pending.

He said seat belts were used in both vehicles.
The North Platte Police Department and

North Platte Rescue and Fire Department also
responded to the crash.

Joe Volcek / The North Platte Telegraph

An overturned Chevrolet pickup sits on the side of the road Thursday morning after being hit by
an eastbound Ford Mustang at the intersection of Leota and Jeffers streets. The man driving the
pickup sustained minor injuries.

Early morning accident

Warrant issued for man in crash
that killed 3 in Buffalo County
By KIM SCHMIDT
BH News Service

KEARNEY — A warrant has
been issued for a California man
in the Sept. 20 crash near a con-
struction zone on Interstate 80 that
resulted in the deaths of three peo-
ple.

Kenneth E. Kratt, 34, of Made-
ra, Calif., is charged in a Buffalo

County warrant with three counts
of felony manslaughter in the unin-
tentional deaths of Ryan Vanicek,
37, of Schuyler, Daniel Seelhoff, 50,
of Lincoln and Scott Gaylord, 54, of
Lincoln. The charges accuse Kratt
of reckless and willful reckless
driving.

Court records outline the case
against Kratt:

The crash occurred at approx-

imately 3 p.m. 1 mile west of the
Gibbon interchange as traffic
slowed entering a construction
zone. Records say a Nebraska State
Patrol investigation revealed Kratt
allegedly was driving a 2020 Peter-
bilt semitrailer truck 75-78 mph in
the construction zone and first hit
the rear of a 2017 Chevrolet Silvera-

A house built
by YouTube
lessons, family

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

A defining moment came shortly after Cara
Brookins and her children finished building their
house. She overheard her son and middle-school-
age daughter in conversation in the next room.

To Brookins, it became clear the project was
worth the struggle.

Brookins is known around the world as “the
mom who built a house using YouTube tutorials.”
On Tuesday, she spoke at the North Platte Commu-
nity Playhouse as part of the Town Hall Lecture
Series.

She said the project was not just hers, but it was
a team effort.

“People look at my kids as helping me out there
on the construction site, and that’s not really how

Cara Brookins speaks at
NP Community Playhouse

Some farmers get
reprieve at end of
challenging year

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — Many farmers in the Mid-
west and South whose planting this year was in-
terrupted by wet weather are getting a reprieve,
though a few Northern states have seen their har-
vest prospects go from bad to worse.

Minnesota and the Dakotas have seen snow and
rain in recent weeks that have hampered an al-
ready difficult harvest. But much of the Corn Belt
has somewhat recovered from heavy rains and
flooding in the spring and summer, with experts
predicting good yields from what did get planted,
though it’s still a far from stellar year for most
farmers.

Job Vigil /
The North Platte Telegraph

Cara Brookins
speaks about the
house she built
alongside her
children during
Thursday’s Town
Hall Lecture Series
installment at the
North Platte Com-
munity Playhouse.
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UP exec: Economy, nation need
to ‘get trade overhang behind us’

Please see UP, Page A2
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